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PREFACE. 


THE  following  authentic  accounts  ofremark* 
ableCuIpritsarerespectfulIjr  submitted  to  the 
JPablic  with  the  view  of  being  ^2<% serviceable ; 
First,  by  being  a  warning  to  yoatii;  who,  seri- 
ousljf  considering  the  fatal  end  of  vice>  as  almost 
every  page  in  this  work    records,  may  early 
imbibe  a  due  abhorrence  of  its  deformity  and 
learn  by  tiroes  to  shun  its  dangerous  path.    We 
are  tola  that  a  young  man  was  happily  reclaim- 
ed by  the  representation  of  the  play  off'  George 
Barnwell/^  it  is  not  therefore  improbable  but 
the  scenes  of  depravity  which  these  volumes 
^disclose   may  have    an    equal    impression.-— 
^  Secondly,  by  being  a  useful  book  of  reference, 
^wilh  respect  to   extraordinary  cases:    conse- 
(oC|aently,  it  is  presumed,  the  Criminal  Re- 
^coKDER  will  not  be  unworthy  the  library  of 
to  ail  classes.     We  have  had,  it    is  true,  many 
^  voluminous  works  of  this  nature :  but  they  have 
'^  been  one  and  all.,  tedious  details  of  every  male- 
factor, and  consequently  repetitions  of  the  same 
•    cases;  calculated  more  to  du^utt,  than  either 

interest 
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inferesi  or  instriiit  (he  reader.  The  following, 
however,  is  a  collection  of  the  roost  extraordi- 
nary Characters  in  the  United  Kingdom  who 
have  saffered  Death,  Transportation,  &c.  for 
their  various  offences ;  including  others  which 
have  been  attended  with  remarkable  \'erdicts, 
&c.  Some  who  have  endured  a  limited  coh- 
iinement  have,  we  alriuiowledge,  been  |)i^rposely 
omitted;  in  hopes  that  they  are  now  no  longer 
offenders,  but  useful  members  of  society.  The 
embellishments  which  accompany  several  of  our 
narratives,  have  been  taken  from  original  like- 
nesses, and  we  trust,  wiH  be  a  further  recom- 
mendation of  our  work. 

As  an  interesting  Appendix  to  this  Work, 
an  account  of  the  various  Punishmentt  inflicted 
on  those  who  transgress  the  laws  of  the 
Country  ;  viz.  the  Rack,  Knoat,  Cage,  Gatilo«' 
tine,  &c.  as  well  as  a  descrtplbn  of  their 
Crimes  by  which  these  Punishments  are  incur- 
red, &c.  &c.  are  given  rn  the  last  volume, 
under  appropriate  heads,  alphabetically  arrang- 
ed from  the  best  authorities,  including  some 
original  observations;  which  improvement  is 
further  illustrated  by  suitable  Plates  descriptrvo 
of  those  modes  of  Punishment,  &c.  used  by 
iho«te  who  make  depredations  on  Society,  by 
which  the  unwary  may  guard  against  them. 


CONTENTS. 


Page. 
ALEXANDER, 

**'     Moses,      1 

Andrews,  John  ...  4 
Anglers,,  Humphrey  7 
Anse},  James  ...  10 
Aram,  Eugene  ....  ib. 
AmoM,  Quilt  ...  25 
Athoe»  Thomas,  Sen. 

and  Jun.  ...  ib. 

Aversh^w,  Leivis  Je- 
remiah ...  28 
Ayliffeijohn         ...  32 

Baker,  William  ...  35 
Balfioor,  Alex.  ...  37 
Barr ington  ,  G eorg«  3  * 
BartO0,J.  ..—.  47 

Beditingfieldy^noe  ib. 
Bellamy,  Edward  '  50 
Berghei;,  Catharine 

and  Michael  ,..  5J 
Berry,  Thomas  ...  6i 
Big,  Jepthah  ...  ib. 
Billings,  Thomas  64 
Blake,  aiia:>  Blue&kin  ib. 
Blake,  Daniel  ...  67 
Blandy,  Mary       ...  69 


Poge. 
Blewet,  WiIHam  So 
Bolton,  John  .  ..,  ib. 
Branch,  Eliz.  wnd 

Mary  ...  83 

Branning  Richard  S6 
Brett,  Joho  ...  ib. 

Brian,  Herman  John  50 
Brm>den,  Marthias  94 
Broughton,  Thomas  94 
Brown,  — ^  ...  ib. 
BrownriCTg,  £liz.  .  ib. 
Bork,  William  ...  io» 
Botterworth,  E.        104 

Biirreii,  ...     ib. 

Borridge,  William      ib. 

Bosh, ...  106 

Butler,  James  ...  ib. 
ButtervNortb,  Wro.    ib« 


Caddell,  George        jo8 ' 
Cameron,  Dr.Arch.  110 
Campbell,  Mango     115; 
Carr,  John  ...  121 

Chandler,  William  125 
Chapman,  Peter        129 
Chatteris,  Francis     131 
,  Claxton,  Wm.  139 


CONTENlrS. 


Page. 

CluflP,  James    139 

.  Cock,  George     ...  14.1 

«Qdlin,  WiKiam      145 

Cql^ian,  Richard     1 54- 

CoUedlge  161 

Collty,  Thomas  ...  ib. 
Collier,  William  165 
CoUingtou,  Johii>  ib. 
Cook,  Thomas  ...  i7» 
Cook,  Hfciiry  ...  173 
Cooke,  Aurundel  180 
Cooper,  James  ...  184. 
Cowland,  John  ...  189 
Cox,  William  ,  ...  190 
Cpyle,  Richard  ...  193 
Cio&sw€ll,Joha    ...    ib. 

D. 

Damaree,  Daniel  193 
Darking,"  Isaac  ...  196 
parwell,  —  ...  aoi 
Davis*  Captain  ...  ib. 
Day,  Alexander  ...  ib. 
Pespard,  Edw.  M.  206 
Dipkenson,  Emanuel  218 
Dickson,  Margaret  241 
Dobbins, Jolin  ...  244 
Dodd,  William  ...  245 
Donnellan,  John  ...  262 
Dowdeil,  Joseph  ...  280 
Downie,  David  ...  Jb. 
Dramatti,  John  P.  ib. 
Drew,  (,  harles*  ...  2S5 
Drury,  Anthony  289 
*)qcc,  William    ...  292 


Duel,  William  ...  294 
Duncalf,  ....;.  295 

Dunlap,  — -      ...    ib, 

llastcrby, ...  i95 

Edmonson,  Mary       ib. 

I  Elby,  William    ...  ^97 
Elliot,  Edward  ...  299 

I  Emmet,  Robert  ...    ib. 

I  tvans,  David      ...  306 
Evans,  Walter   ...  307, 
Everett,  John      ...'   ib. 

F. 

Ferguson,  Richard  316 
Ferrers,  Lam.  Earl  321 
Field,  William  ...  331 
Fisher,  Margaret  333 
Fitzgerald,  Robert  335 
Flood,  Mathew    ...    ib. 

Follard,  John  ib. 

Fontaine,   Capt. 

Peter  de  la      ...    ib. 
Francis,  John      ...  34-1 
Franklin,  Robert       ib. 
G. 

GardeUf,  Theodore  343 
Gardener,  Stephen    349 

GarraMray    ,'. 35* 

Gibson,  James  ...  3.53 
Gonzalei,  B.  ...  355 
Goodere,  Capt.  S.  373 
Gow,  John  ...  368 

Graham,  V.        ...  ^8:j 


GOVTENTS. 


H.  Page. 

fiandland.  William  2^2 
Hardwicky  George    ib. 

Harper, ..;    ib. 

Harpham,  Robert  3S3 
Harrison,  John  ...  3S5 
Hartely,  John  ...  389 
Hatfield,  John  ...  392 
Hawes,  Nathaniel  411 
Hawke,  William  4x4 
Hawkins,  John  ...  416 


-*,  Thomas  426 
Hawkesworth,Wm.  440 
Haydcn,  James  ...  442 
Hayes,  Catharine       ib. 

VOL.  II. 

Henderson,  Matthew    i 

Hill,  Sam 4 

Hendsay,  Dr.  L.  ...  ib. 

Hicks.  J 9 

Hill,  Sam ib. 

,  James  ...  la 

Hitchin,  Charles  ...  18 
Holmes,—  ...  19 
Home,  Wm.  Andw.  ib. 
Hoassart,  Lewis  ...  24 
Hunter,  Rev.  Thos.  29 
Hutchinson,   Aijfiy     33 

J. 
Jackson,  Nathaniel  36 
Igckson,  Rev.  ...  37 
Jacobs,  Simon  ...  4) 
Jefferics,  Ed^atds  ib. 
JefFeries,  Elizabeth  .45 
Innes,  John,  ...   ib. 

Jennison,  F«  ..:  4^ 


Johnson,  William  47 

Johnson,  Joseph    ...  4S 

Johnson,  Roger    ...  51 

John^n,  Tiniothy  ib. 

Jones,  Thomas      ...  ib« 

Jones,  Rice  ...  ib.' 

Jones,  J.  „.  ib. 

Jones, ...  ib. 

Isdwell,  Isdvi^ll     ...  ib. 

KellojJ.  ....56 

Kelly,  Henry  ...  6s 
Kidd,  Capt.  Joha     ib. 

L. 

Lancey*  Capt.  John  6S 
Langley,  Gilbert  7X 
Layer,  Christopher  84 
Legee,  J.  ...  88 

Levee,  John  ...  ib» 

Lewis,  Paul  ...  ib. 

Lewis,  Franc 92 

Lisle,  J.  G.  ^  ...  95 
Little,  John  ...  \h» 

Lloyd,  Sarah  ...  ib. 
Lowry,  Capt.  Jas-    id» 

M- 

Macfarlane,  — ~  109 

Maclane,  James  ib. 

Macn^imara,  J. '  118 

Malcolm,  ^Sarah,  ib. 

Marjoram,  — —  129 

Marshall,  Henry  ib. 

Martin,  John  ...  ib- 
Masou,  Elisabeth 


COIIYSVT9. 


Puge. 
Massey*  Capt  John  1 30 
M'Cload^Peter  133 
Mcacls,  — —  ..*  136 
MetyarJy  Sarah  ib. 

M*Kcani^  Jaines  14* 
*M<Naughtoti,  John  143 
Monc^omeif ,  Win.  14% 
*  Mocg3n,  David  158 
Ifctgridgcjohn  151 
HmS^  Darby  ib. 

J^orphy,  Irf  argaret    ib." 

Ncwington,  William  151 
^^ewton,  — — •  ...  1 54 
Nichols,  J.  •••     ib. 

Noble,  Richard  •«•    ib. 

O. 

^aky«  Richard  167 

•  O"*  Cotgly,  Jame«  1 70 

Olirer,  T.  WilmoC  176 

Ontby,  John  17S 

Ortotiy  Samuel  1^4 

T. 
Page,  Wiliiam         ttj 
Parker^  Richard        197 
Parsons^  Wm.  esq.    20S 
Parvln,  R.  ...  aa6 

Perrcau«  R.  and  D.  ib« 
Perrofr^John  .«•  ^43 
PfaiHipSfJoha  ]..«  S49 
Phlpoe,  Maria    ^^ 

Theresa  •••     ib. 

Pink,  Edward  »•.  «S4- 
PkkctiJohn      •««    ib. 


Page. 
Plimket,  ...    %^f 

Porteiiis,  Capt.  John  %$f 
Potter,  Thomas  165 
Potilter  ...     »7o. 

Power  ...    a%% 

Po wis,  Joseph  ...  tX$ 
Prevot,  Jane  ...  36© 
Pri<5e,  Charles  ...  /S04 
Purchase,  George   .311 


Q. 


Quill,- 


^««     %%% 


Raby, .-       —  iia 

Rjmseyt  Robert  '  ib* 

Raan,  John       «.«  3it 

Relid»— —       ...  st4 

Richardtoiitjohii  1%. 

Riee,JolM        •«.  33S 

Richer  Eiemlor  S4» 
Rid^,  Rdwiaai.   'A. 

Rmge,  Rtehacd  $4^ 

JUtats,Jolia  ib» 

Roche*  PkiMip  ib. 

Roca,  Aatbony  de  34S 

Ha»t  Normaii  3iS 

Semple,  Mdiov  3sS 

Seymour,  Brian  36a 

Shepherdi  John  %^S 

W. 

Wall,  Juaeph    -,.  577 

Wild,  Joaathan  3*1 

Waitham  BUck«  414' 

Weston,  Henry  4>> 


BIOGRAPHICAL 

SKETCHES, 


x\L£XAND£R,  MOSES,  (forgery,)  ^ts  4 
natiire  o^the  city  of  Glasgov?,  in  North  Britain* 
He  wa^scarcely  arriired  to '  manbood  when  he  tra« 
veiled  to  London  ;  and  for  several  years  he  carried 
a  ^k  about  the  country;  reVailing  dtfTerent  sorts 
of  goodSf  but  linen  was  the  principal  article  in' 
which  he  deait.  He  was  naturally  of  an  industrious 
disposition;  ajid  his.  industry  procured  him  success. 
lie  made  overtures  of  marriage  to  x  young  woman» 
who  had  two  uncles  possessed  of  considerable  pro- 
perty 5  and  knowing  that  they  intended  to  give  her 
a  marriage- portion,  and  to  make  her  their  heir,  he 
gained  credit  for  a  large  assortment  of  linen-drapery 
goods,  and  opened  a  warehouse  on  Fish-street-hiily 
accordingly  the  young  woman^s relations,  believing 
him  to  be  in  flourishing  circumstances,  gave  their 
consent  to  the  marriage,  which  was  in  a  short  time 
solemnized  ;  soon  afterwards  he  connected  himself 
in  partnership  with  a  linen-draper  in  Holborn^ 
named  Nicol,  who  was  a  man  of  unblemished  inte- 
grity, but  encumbered  with  a  numerous  family, 
wtiich  occa^on^d  some  pecuniary  embarrassment*. 
This  roa.n  being  perfectly  conversant  in  the  whole* 
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«ale  bf«he^  of  the  linen  trade,  it  was  agreed  that  he 
should  travel  to  Manchester,  Glasgow,  and  other 
places,  for  the  purpose  of- purchasing  goods.     Alcx- 
^ander  kept  the  eircumstances  of  his  partnership  a 
profound,  secret  fronn  his  wife*s  relations  i  but  one 
of  her  unc}e3  happened  to  be  In  Alexander^'s  count- 
ing house,  when' a  bill  was  brought  for  acceptance, 
payable  by  >^exander  and  Nicol.     Hereupon  the 
gentleman-upbraided  th^fotnier  for  concealing  from 
him  so  material  a  cfrcufnataiicJe  as  that  of  his  being 
connected  in  partnership  j  the  other  declared,  that 
no  partnership  subsisted  }  that  )^<y>l  V9as  no  more 
than  his  servant,  and  had  inserted  ms-pwn  name  in 
the  diaft  eililer  through  mistake  of  v^^lnf .     On 
Nicors  return  to  London  in  about  tw^ months, 
Alexander  denied  his  having  a  right  {cspZJjjL^  the 
lousiness  j  and  said  he  would  submit  the  c^e/^bn  of 
the  case  to  the  court  of  chancel)^.  Tho4g%.>4|kdes 
©f  co-partnership  bad^been  regularly  executedvjlii- 
col,  on  account  of  hiS  embarrassed  circumstafim, 
declined  entering  into  an  expensive  suit  of  law  ;  and 
about  eight  months  after  this  difference,  wj^ich* 
took  place  in  the  summer  of  1765,  Alexander  hav- 
ing quitted  his  house  on  Fish-street-hill,  and  opened 
a  warehouse  in  Tooley- street,  Southwark,  failed  to 
the  amount  of  about  sixty  thousand  pounds:  here* 
"upon  It  was  publicly  known,  that  he  was  the  prin- 
cipal of  a  great  number  of  retail  shops  established  in 
different   parts  of  the  town,  under  a  variety  of 
names;  and  itnvas  considered  as  an  extraordinary 
circumstance,  that,with  a  capital  ^  very  inadequate 
to  the  extensive  trade  into  which  he  had  launched, 
he  should  be  able  to  support  his  credit  for  so  long  a 
period :    but  the  public  surprize  abated  when  it 
was  discovered,  that  he  had  chiefly  depended  on  the 
«ir.Culation  of  notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

:      tl-      \/     :;!  After 
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After  some  ttmt  he  engaged  again  in  business^  «h^ 
a  second  failure  took  place  ;  though  for  a  sifiiv 
greatly  infciiorto  the  claims  of  his  foimtr creditors. 
Having  now  no  expectation  of  assistance  from  his 
wite's  relations,  he  contrived  means  for  establish- 
ing himself  again  in  bmiiiess,  which  he  was  better 
enabled  to  carry  on  by  means  of  notes  ot  hand  being 
frequently  lent  him  by  a  man  named  Brown.  This 
Srown  was  in  France  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1768  ;  and  about  that  time  he  tie^ame  connected 
V!^th  one  Aked,  of  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  whose  notes 
bp  passed  for  the  support  of  his  droop  ng  credit,  iti 
the  manner  that  he  had  formerly  negociated  those 
of  BrowiL  ^Having  borrowed  eighty  pounds  on  a 
ivote  of  AKe'a*s>  ^iKlorsed  in  the  name  of  Browni  fot 
uinetyeiglu  pounds,  six  shillings^  and  it  not  being 
paid  svifen  d^e,  he  gave  Mr.  Fryar,  who  had  ad- 
van0e4t]^e  ^oney,  another  note,  as  a  collateral  secu- 
ri|||^"^suring  him  that  in  a  few  d%s  the  notes 
sh^ld  be  redeemed.  At  length  Fryar  accused 
Alexander  of  forgery;  and  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate.  He  was  acquitted  on  indictments  found 
against  hiro  for  two  other  offences  of  a  similar  na- 
ture j  but  though  several  witne^se«  swore  the  wri- 
ting was  not  the  prisoner's,  he  was  convicted  of 
fofgrng/theindorseoEienton  the  bill  for  ninety  tight 
pounds,  six  shillings.  Brown  would  have  proved 
the  mps^  material  witness  $  and,  had  he  been  in 
England,  the  pri>oncr  would,  perhaps,  have  derived 
great  advantage  from  his  evidence.  His  behaviour, 
while  in  >iewgate,  was  suitable  to  his  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances; but  he  entertained  strong  hopes  of 
bejng  considered  as 'an  object  of  the  royal  mercy. 
Iqd^d  iroma  variety  of  circumstances  great  nura- 
•  berVif  people  believed  him  to  be  innocent  of  the 
fact }  and  very  pqwerful  iaterest  was  made  for  pre- 
M%  serving 
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a^^rvin^  his  life.  On  the  morning  appointed  for  his 
execution  he  was  respited  for  a  week ;  and  before 
the  expiration  of  that  time  (it  being  represented  that 
meis^engers  were  gone  to  France  in  search  of  BrowhJ 
he  was  respited  for  a  week  longer.  Brown's  affida- 
vit was  broughit  from  France^  expressing  that  he 
wrote  the  indorsement  that  Alexander  had  been 
charged  with  forging.  The  affidavit  being  carried 
to  his  Majesty  at  Richmond)  he  was  pleased  to  re- 
fer the  matter  to  Lord  Weymouth  5  but  his  lord- 
ship's  interference  could  not  be  obtained,  he  being 
then  at  his  country-seat.  The  sheriffs  attended  at 
Newgate  the  next  morning,  in  order  to  conduct  the 
prisoner  to  the^ulace  of  execution.  He  informed 
them  that  his  friends  were  gone  to  Richmond,  to 
make  a  second  application  to  ihe  king ;  and  fhey 
consented  to  defer  their  melancholy  office  till  the 
issue  of  the  inteicession  should  be  known.  1N0  fur- 
ther respite  being  obtained,  the  prisoner  was  talAn 
from  Newgate  about  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  at- 
tended by  a  dii^senting  minister,  with  whom  he 
prayed  in  an  earnest  and  devout  manner.  At  the 
place  of  cxecuiio.i  his  behaviour  was  decent  and 
composed  j  and  he  persisted  in  the  declaration  of  his 
innocence  till  the  last  moment  of  his  life.  He  suf* 
fered  about  halt  past  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
^th  of  August,  1769.   '  ^ 

.  ALPRESS,  JOSEPH.  See  Gur ant,  John.  ^ 
ANDREWS,  JOHN,  (forgery)  wasa  native 
of  Essex,  and  for  s^me  time  grazier,  having  sent  a 
number  of  cattle  to  Smithfield  market  \  after  which 
he  sailed  to  the  East-Indies,  where  he  acquired  a 
sufficient  sum  to  enable  him  to  deal  in  seamen's 
tickets,  on  his  return  to  England.,  This  business, 
sufficiently  oppressive  to  the  poor  jailors,  he  carried 
tp  the  height  of  extQiUoo^  and  frecja^ntly  obtained 
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of  them  fifty  per  cent,  on  advancing  money  on 
their  tickets.  After  thus  lending  money  for  some 
tiaie,he  ventured  on  the  dangerous  practice  of  forg- 
ing the  wills  of  seamen,  in  order  to  defraud  the  wi- 
dows, and  met  with  a  narrow  escape  ^  Maidstone, 
on  a  charge  of  publishing  a  forged  letter  of  attorney. 
He  employed  some  womtn  of  his  acquaintance  la 
London,  to  whom  he  used  to  give  small  gratuities, 
to  personate  the  widows  of  seamen,  and  by  their 
perjuries  be  frequently  acquired  coniiderable  sums 
of  money.  Quarrelling  at  last  with  a  woman  named 
Elbabeth  Nicholls,  wUb  whom  he  was  thus  connec- 
ted, blows  ensued,  and  the  woman  deierroined  tobe 
revenged,  bui^disguised  htn:  scntiraents,  till  she  had 
an  opportunity  of  injuring  him  in  the  most  essential  - 
manner.  He  applied  to  her  on  a  particular  occasion 
to  personate  the  widow  of  a  seaman  to  whom  thirty 
pounds  weie  due,  and  to  swear  that  she  had  a  will  in 
her  favor.  The  woman,  with  a  view  first  to  make 
an  advantage  of  Andrews,' and  then  to  betray  him, 
did  as  she  was  directed,  and  signed  her  name  to  a 
forged  will  in  Doctors  Commons,  in  consequence  of 
which  Andrews  received  thirty  pounds  at  the.Navy 
Office,  and  became  possessed  of  the  seaman's  ticket 
for  fourteen  pounds.  This  ticket  he  offered  for^ 
sale  to  a  man  who  kept  an  alehouse  in  Oxford- road  ;'* 
but  the  latter  refused  to  buy  it,  unless  the  woman 
would  sign  the.receipt  for  it,  which  the  readily  did, 
expecting' Andrews  would  give  her  a  good  part  of 
the  money  thus  illegally  obtained  ;  but  on  hi*  refu- 
sal to  give  her  more  than  half  a  g>uinea,  she  deter- 
mined on  immediate  revenge.  To  carry  her  scheme 
into  effectual  execution,  she  went  to  another  woman 
with  whom  Andrews  was  connected,  and  both  of 
them  having  given  information  against  him,  hew** 
taken  into  <:usti)dy,  and  lodged  Ia  J^ewgate.  As  it 
jjj  was 
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was  presumed  that  his  offences  had  been  numeroua 
the  following  scheme  was  adopted  to  find  full  evi* 
dence  of  bis  guilt  The  lord  mayor  commissioned 
a  person,  who  had  formerly  known  him»  to  go  to 
Newgatei  and«hint  to  him  that  a  warrant  would  be 
issued  to  search  bis  lodging*:.  Andrews  having  pa* 
pers  which  he  thought  of  great  consequence  to  con- 
ceal, desired  his  supposed  friend  to  pack  them  in  m 
basket,  and  leave  them  with  an  acquaintance  in  the 
Minories.  Hereupon  the.  prisoner  gave  the  man 
his  keys,  who  went,  packed  upthegoods,  and  car* 
ried  them  as  directed.  Thisv«as  done  to  discovery 
if  possible,  whether  Andrews  had  any  accomplices  | 
that*  if  he  had,  his  guilt  might  be  th^more  clearly 
ascertained,  by  procuring  stronger  evidence  against 
bim.  When  the  papers  were  deposited  in  the  Mi- 
iiories  the  lord- mayor  issued  a  search-warrant;  in 
consequence  of  which  his  officers  found  sixty-four 
forged  wills  and  powers  of  attorney  ;  but  no  proof 
arose  that  he  had  any  accomplice!^  except  the  wo* 
men  whom  he  had  employed  as  his  agents.  One  of 
these  women,  however,  deposed  that  she  had  received 
above  five  hundred  pounds  for  him,  by  swearing  to 
forged  wills,  but  that  half  a  guinea  for  each  per- 
jury was  all  the  compensation  she  received.  An* 
dre'w<<',  who  vi  as  in  possession  of  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  when  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  had 
no  idea  th  it  suiticlent  evidence  could  be  adduced  of 
hi<  guilt  i  but  when  he  was  brought  to  trial,  the  tea* 
timony  of  rbe  two  women  was  so  positive  againU 
him,  that  the  jury  did  not  he«iitate  to  convict  him^ 
and  sentence  of  death  parsed  of  course.  His  beha* 
viour  after  conviction  was  remarkably  morose,  re* 
served,  and  untractable.  lie  abvolutefy  rejected  the 
good  offices  of  the  oidinary  of  Newgate,  which  at 
^8t  cau^d  a  suspicion  that  he  was  a  &oinaa  Catho* 
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Kc ;  but  as  he  was  not  visited  by  any  priest,  this  sus- 
picion  woreoflPy  and  his  rejection  was  attributed  to 
the  obstinacy  and  gloom  of  his  own  mind  He  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  sentence  by  . 
which  he  was  condemned  ;  alledging,  in  excuse  for 
bis  conduct,  that  having  lost  large  sum^of  money  by 
some  seamen,  he  was  justified  in  endeavouring  to 
make  others  pay  the  deficiency.  He  seemed  agi- 
tated in  the  highest  degree  when  put  into  the  cart 
on  the  morning  of  execution.  His  whole  frame  was 
convulsed ;  and  when  at  the  fatal  tree,  despair 
seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of  his  soul.  He 
said  a  short  prayer,  but  did  not  address  the  sur- 
rounding multitude.  He  suffered  at  Tyburut 
March  13,  1752.  . 

ANGIER,  HUMPHRY,  (robber,)  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  born  near  JDublin  ;  but  his  pa- 
rents removing  to  Cork,  put  him  apprentice  to  a 
cooper  in  that  city.  He  had  not  been  long  in  this 
station  before  lys  master  desired  to  get  rid  of  him, 
on  account  of  his  untoward  disposition.  Thus  dis- 
charged, be  lived  the  life  of  a  vagabond  for  two 
years,  and  his  father  apprehending  that  be  would 
come  to  a  fatal  end,  brought  him  to  England  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age.  Still,  however,  he  con- 
tinued his  dissipated  course  of  life,  till  having  got 
considerably  in  debt,  he  enlisted  for  a  soldier,  to 
avoid  being  lodged  in  prison.  As  this  happened  in 
the  year  1 7 1 5,  he  was  sent  to  Scotland  to  oppose  the 
rebels;  but  robbing  a  farmer  in  that  country,  he 
was  ptmished  by  receiving  five  hundred  lashes,  in 
^  consequtnce  of  the  sentence  oP  a  Court  Martial, 
The  rebellion  ended,  Angler  came  to  London,  and 
obtained  his  discharge.  Here  he  became  acquainted 
with  William  Duce  (see  Duce)  whose  sister  he 
iparried  at  an  alchcuac  ta  the  verge  of  the  Fleet. 

After 
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After  this  hccnlisted  a  second  time,  and  the  regiment 
being  otdercd   to  Vigo,  he  took  bis  wife   with 
him.     The  greater  part  of  the  Spaniards  having 
2bandoned  the  place,  Angier  obtained  a  conside.r-' 
able  sura  by  plunder.   On  his  return  to  England  he 
became  acquainted  with  Butler^s  associates,  and  was 
concerned  with  them  in  several  of  their  lawless  de- 
predations, but  refused  to  have  any  share  ia  acts  of 
barbarity.     Angier  now  kept  a  house  of  ill,  fame> 
vvhich  was  resorted  to  by  the  other  thieves  $  and  one 
night  after  they  had  been  out  on  one  of  their 
exploits,   Meads  told   the  folfowing  horrid  tale : 
**  We  have  been  out,  and  the  best  fun  of  all  was, 
an   engagement  with  a  s^ock^faced  shoemaker, 
whom  we  met  on  the  Kentish- road.     We  asked 
him  how  far  be  was  going,  and  be  said,  hewas  ju$c 
married,  and  going  home  to  see  his  relations.   Af- 
ter a  little  more  discourse,  W£  persuaded  him  to  turn 
rattier  out  of  the  foad  to  look  for  a  bird's  nest, 
which  as  soon  as  he  had  doftc^  we  bound  and  gagged 
him,  after  which  we  robbed  him,  and  were  going 
away  ;  but  I  being  in  a  merry  humour,  and  want- 
ing to  havtr  a  little  diveision,   tlirned  about  with 
my  pistol,  and  shot  him  through  the  bead.''     Bad 
as  Angier  was  in  other  respects,  he  was  shocked  at 
this  story,  told  his  companions  that  there  was  no 
courage  in  cruelty,  and  from  that  time  refused  to 
drink  with  any  of  them.     After  tbrs  he  kept  a 
house  of  ill  fame  near  Charing  Cross,  letting  lodg- 
ings to  thieves,  and  receiving  stolen  goods.     While 
in  this  jvay  of  life  he  went  to  see  an  execution  at 
Tyburn,  and  did  not  return  till  four  o'clock  the 
next  morning;  when,  during  his  absence  an  affair 
happened,  vihich  was  attended  with  troublesome 
consequences.    •A  Dutch  woman  meeting  with  a 
fifentleman  in  the  streeti  conducted  him  to  Angier's. 
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bouse,  where  he  drank  so  freely  that  he  fell  asleep, 
and 'the  woman  robbing  him  of  his  watch    and 
money,  made  her  escape.  The  gentleman  awaking 
when  Angier  returned,  charged  him  with  the  rob- 
bery, in  consequence  of  which  he  was  committed  to 
prison,  but  was  afterwards  discharged*  the  grand 
jury  not  finding  the  bill  against  him.    Soon  after 
his  wife  was  indicted  for  robbing  a  gentleman  of 
his  watch  and  a  guinea,  but  was  fortunate  enough 
to  be  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence.    The  foIIoW' 
ing  accident  happened  about  the  same  time :  A  wo* 
man  named  Turner  had  drank  so  much  at  Angier^s 
house  that  he  conducted  her  up  to  bed  ;  but  while 
he  was  in  the  room  with  her,  his  wife  entered  in  a 
rage,  and  demanding  of  her  how  she  could  pre- 
sume to  keep  company  with  her  husbanH,  at- 
tacked and  beat  the  woman.  William  Duce  being 
in  the  house,  weiit  up  to  interfere ;  but  ihe  distur* 
bance  was  by  this  time  so  great,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  for  a  constable.  The  o   cer  no  sooner 
arrived,  than  Mrs.  Turner  charged  Angier  and  his 
wife  with  robbing  her }  en  which  they  were  taken 
into  custody,  and  committed  i  but  when  they  were 
brought  to  trial,  th^y  were  acquitted,  as  there  was 
no  proof  of  any  robbery,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
jury.     Dyer,  who  was  evidence  against  DuCe  and 
Sutler,  lived  at  this  time  with  Angier  as  a  waiter  s 
and  the  master  and  the  man  used  occasionally  to 
coi^mit  footpad  robberies  together ;  for  which  they 
were  several  times  apprehended,  an^  tried  at  the  Old 
fiailey  ^  but  acquitted,  as  the  prosecutors  could  not 
swear  to  their  persons.    Angier^s  character  now 
grew  so  notorious,  that  no  person  of  any  reputation 
would  be  seen  in  his  house;  and  the^expences  attend- 
ing bis  repeated  prosecutions  were  so  great,  that  he 
ivAs  comptBlled  to  dedme  business.    After  this,  he 

J««pt 


J©HN   BJQtmilJD  « 


\fr  )3i>  ^f^'^l^Jiiyi^pt'' 


ARAM.  11 

that  orcasioncd  and  attended  it,  was  born  at  Rams* 
gill,  a  little  village,  in  Netherdale,  Yorkshire,  in 
the  year  1 704.  H«  was  descended  from  an  ancient  fa- 
mily, but  his  father  vvasin  no  higher  station  than 
that  of  a  garJ.ener,  though  of  great  merit  in  that 
occupation.  He  was  removed,  when  very  youngs 
together  with  his  mother,  toSkelsou,  near  Newby  $ 
and,  when  he, was  five  or  six  years  old,  his  father 
making  a  Httle  pbrchase,  tnBondgate,  near  Rippoo, 
his  family  wenr  thither.  He  was  there  sent  to 
school,  where  he  learned  tartad  the  New  Testament  ' 
in  English,  which  was  all  he  wars  ever  taught,  ex- 
cept that,  some  considerable  time  after,  he  was  un« 
der  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  M.  Alcock,  of  Burnsal, 
for  about  a  monrli.  When  he  was  about  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  his  father  in 
Newby,  and  attended  him  in  the  family  there,  till 
the  death  of  Sir  Edward  Blackett.  It  was  in  the 
house  of  this  gentleman,  to  whom  his  father  was 
gardener,  that  his  propensity  for  literature  first  ap- 
peared* He  was,  indeed,  always  of  a  solitary  dispo- 
sition, and  uncommonly 'fond  of  retirement  and 
books)  and  here  he  enjoyed  ail  the  advantages  of 
leisure  and  privacy.  He  applied  himself  at  first 
chiefly  to  matherhatical  studies,  in  which  he  made  a 
considerable  proficiency.  At  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  sent  to  Londun  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Chiistopher  Blackett,  whom  he  served  for  sonic  time 
in  the  capacity^of  bookkeeper.  After  continuing 
here  a  year,  or  more,  he  was  taken  with  the  small 
pox,  and  suffered  severely  under  that  distemper.  He 
afterwards  returned  into  Yorkshire,  in  consequence 
oi-  an  invitation  from  his  father,  and  there  continued 
to  prosecute  his  ftudies,  but  found  in  polite  litera- 
ture much  greater  charms  than  in  the  mathematics ; 
which  occasioned  him  now  chiefly  to  apply  hioiself 

to 
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to  poetiy,  history,  and  antiquities.     Aftcr*this  he 
.was  invited  to  Netherdale^  where  he  engaged  in  a 
school,  and  married.     But  his  marriage  proved  an 
unhappy  connection  ;  for  to  the  misconduct  of  his 
wife  he  afterwards  attributed  the  misfortunes  that 
befel  him.    In  the  mean  while»  having  perceived 
his  deficiency  in  the  learned  language^,  he  applied 
himself  to  the  granimatieal  study  of  the,  Latin  ^nd 
Greek  tongues ;  after  which  he  read»  with  great 
avidity  and  diligence,  all  the  Latin  classics,  histo- 
rians and  poets.    He  then  went  through  the  Greek 
Testament ;  and  lastly,  ventured  upon  Heslod»  Ho- 
mer, Theocritus,  Herodotus,  and  Thucidides,  to* 
gether  with  all  the  Greek  tragedians.    In  i7ZA-f 
William  Norton,  Esq.  a  gentleman  who  had  « 
friendship  for  him,  invited  him  to  Knaresborough. 
Here  he  acquired  the  Icnowledge  of  th^  Hebrew,  and 
read  the  Pentateuch  in  that  language.  In  r744>  ^^ 
returned  to  London,  and  served  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paio- 
blanc,  as  usher  in  Latin  and  writing,  ia  Piccadilly  ; 
and,  with  this  gentleman's  assistance,  he  acquired 
the  knowledge  of  the  French  language.     He  was 
afterwards  employed  as' an  usher  and  tutor  in  seve- 
ral different  parts  of  England  j  during  which  time  he 
became  acquainted  wish  heraldry  and  botany.   He 
also  ventured  upon  Chaidee  and  Arabic,  the  former 
of  wi)ich  he  found  easy  from  its  near  connection 
with  the  Hebrew.  He  then  investigated  the  Celtic, 
as  far  as  possible,  in  all  its  dialects :  and  having  be- 
gun to  form  collections,  and  make  comparisons  be- 
tween the  Celtic,  the  English,  the  Latin,  tbeGreek, 
and  the  Hebrew,  and  found  a  great  affinity  between 
them,  he  resolved-to  proceed  through  all  these  lan- 
guages, and  to  form  a  comparative  Lexicon,   But, 
in  the  midst  of  thei^e  learned  labours  and  enquiries^    > 
it  appears,  that  Aram  committed  a  crime,  which 

could 
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«milc  not  naturally  have  been  expected  from  a  man 
of  so  studious  a  tuni,  and  which  is  the  more  extraor- 
'  ^iinary,  a<<  the  inducement  that  led  him  to  it  is  said 
to  have  been  only  gain,  though  he  himself  after- 
wards asMgned  a  different  motive.     On  the  8th  of 
Fcbiiiary,  1744-5,  ^^  murdeted  Daniel  Clark,  a 
•boemaker,  in  conju.  ction  v\ith  whom  and  another 
^rton^  he  seems  before  to  have  been  concerned  in 
acme  fraudulent  practices.   The  murder,  however,    . 
was  concealed  near  fourteen  years,  and  theil  was  dis- 
covered by  a  skeleton  being  accidenraiiy  found, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  that  ot  Clark.  This  was 
a  mistake  5  but  it  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  whole 
transaction,  which  i»thus  related  :< — A  labourer,  was 
employed  to  dig  for  stane  to  supply  a  lime  kiln,  at   • 
a  place  called  Thistle-hill,  ncarKnaresborough,  and 
having  dug  about  rwo  feet  deep,  he  found  the  bones 
of  a  human  body,  and  the  banes  being  still  joined 
to  each  other  by  the  ligatures  of  the  joints,  the  body 
appeared  to  have  been  buried  double.     This  acci- 
dent immediately  became  the  subject  of  general  cii* 
riosity  and  enquiry.  Some  hints  had  been  formerly 
thrown  out  by  Aram's  wife,  that  Clark  was  mur- 
dered ;  and  it  was  well  remembejtd,  that  his  dis- 
appearance  was  vcrry  sudden.     Tbis   occasioned 
Aram*s  w:fe  to  be  sent  for,  as  was;  also  the  Coroner, 
and  an  inquisition  was  entered  into  ;  it  being  be^ 
lieved.  that  the  skeleton  found  was  that  of  Daniel 
Clark.     Mrs,  Aranj   declared,   that  she  believed, 
Claric   had   been    murdered  by  her  hu>bai)d   an<i 
Kichard  Houseman.     The   latter,   when  he   wag 
brought  before  the  Coroner,  appeared  to  be  in  great 
confusion,  trembling,  changing  colour,  and  tauiier-  ^ 
>ng  in  his  sijeech  di^ryig  the  examination.     The 
Coroner  desired  him  to  take  up  one  of  the  bones, 
probably  to  observe  what  /urther  efiect  tliat  mltht 
C  produce; 
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produce;  and  jpouscman,  accordingly  tafciifgf  up 
one  of  the   bones,  said,  **  This  is  no  more  Dan* 
Clark's  bone  than  it  is  mine."     These  words  were 
pronoCinced  in  such  a  manner  as  convinced  those 
present,  that  they  proceeded  not  from  Houseman^ 
£upposition  that  Clark  was  alive,  but  from  his  ctiv 
tain  knowledge  where  the  bones  really  lay.  Accord^ 
ingly^  after  some  ev^ions,  he  said  that  Clark  was 
murdered  by  Eugene 'Aram,  andithat  the  body  was 
buried  in  St.  Rol^ert's  cave,  near  JCnaresborough* 
He  added  further,  that  Clark's  hcadlay  to-the  right> 
in  the  turn,  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave  ;  and  a  ske- 
leton was  accordingly  found  there  exactly  in  the  post- 
ture  he  described.     In  consequence  of  this,  Aram 
>   was  apprehended  at  Lynn,  in  Norfolk,  being  *t  that^ 
time  usher  of  a  school  there.  He  was  brought  from 
thence  to  York  castle,  and  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1759,  ^'^^  tr'itd  at  the  county  assizer  for  the  muitler. 
He  was  found  guilty  on  the  testimony  of  Richard 
Houseman,  who,  being  arraigned,"and  acquitted,   . 
became  an  evidence  against  Aram,  whose  testiaiony 
was  corroborated  by  that  of  Aram's  wife,  and  other 
circumstantial  ^evidence.     The  fa(*ts  seems  to  have 
been,  that  Houseman  and  Aram  together  murdered 
Clarkj  and  jointly^dragged  his  body  into  the  cave, 
where  it  was  found  in  the  posture  described  by 
Houstman.  It  was  supposed  that  Aram  got  all  the 
money  Clark  had  received  for  his  wife's  fortune, 
amounting  to  above  160I.     The  defence  which  he 
read  in  Court  on  this  occasion,  which  is  exceedingly 
curious,  and  at  once  an  evidence  of  his  taste  and 
erudition,   though   not  of    his   innocence,   is  a$ 
follows : 

"  My  Lord, 
<*  I  know  not  whether  it  is  of  right,  or  through 
'^me  uidulgence  of  your  lordship,  that  I  am  al- 
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lowed  the  liberty  at  this  bar,  and  at  this  time,  to  at • 
tempt  a  defence  ;  iricapable  and  uninbtructed,  as  I 
am  to  speak.  Since,. while  I  see  bO  many  eyes  upon 
mc,  so  numerous  and  awful  a  concourse,  fixed  with 
attention,  and  £lled  with  I  know  not  what  expec- 
tsilicy,  I  labour  not  with  guilt,  my  lord,  but  with 
perplexity.  For  never  having  seen  a  court  but  this, 
being  wholly  unacquainted  with  law,  the  customs  of 
the  bar,  and  ail  judiciary  proceedings,  I  fear  X  sHall 
be  so  little  capable  of  speaking  with  propriety  in 
this  place,  that  it  exceeds  my  hope,  \i  I  shall  be  able 
to  speak  at  all«  I  have  heard,  my  lord,  the  indict- 
.  ment  read,  wherein  I  find  myself  charged  with  the 
highest  crime  J  with  an  enormity  ^  am  altogether 
incapable  of  $  a  fact,  to  the  commission  of  which 
there  goes  far  more  insensibility  of  heart,  more  pro- 
fligacy of  morals,  than  ever  fell  to  my  lot.  And 
nothing  possible  could  have  admitted  a  presumption 
of  this  nature>  but  a  depravity,  not  inferior  to  that 
imputed  to  me.  However,  as  I  stand  indicted  at 
your  lordship^s  bar,  and  have  heard  what  Is  called 
evidence  adduced  in  support  of  such  a  charge,  I 
very  humbly  solicit  your  lordship*s  patience,  ar^d 
beg  the  hearing  of  this  respectable  audience,  while 
I,  sing\p  aiftl  unskilful,  destitute  of  friend>s,  and  un- 
assisted by  counsel,  say  something,  perhaps,  like 
argumepr,  i\\  my  defenie.  I  shall  consume  but  lit- 
tle of  your,  lordship's  time  ;  what  I  have  to  say  will 
be  short,  and  this  brevity,  probably,  will  be  the  best 
part  of  it :  however,  it  is  offered  with  all  possible 
regard,  and  the  greatest  submission  to  your  lofd- 
ship's  consideration,  and  th»t  o?  this  honourable 
court. — First,  my  lord,  the  whole  tenoriof  my  con- 
duct in  lif(?  contradicts  every  particular  of  this  in- 
dictment. Yet  I  had  never  said  thk^,  did  not  my 
present  circunuitances  extort  it  fiom  me,  and.  seem 
c  a  to 


16  AKAliC, 

t 

to  make  It  necessary.  Permit  me,  here,  my  lord,  t* 
call  upon  malignity  itself,  so  long  and  cruelly  busied 
in  this  prosecution,  to  charge  upon  me  any  immora- 
lity, oi  which  prejudice  was  not  the  author.  No, 
my  lord,  I  concerted  noschcjnesot  frauJ,  projected 
no  violence,  injured  no  man's,  person  or  property- 
My  days  were  honestlylaborious,  my  nights  intense- 
ly, studious.  And,  I  humbly  conceive^  my  notice 
or  this,  especially  at  this  time,  will  not  be  thought 
impertinent,  or  unseasonable ;  but,  at  least,  deserv* 
ing  some  attention  }  because,  my  lord,  that  any  per- 
son,after  a  temperate  usr  of  life,  a  series  of  thinlcing 
and  acting  regularly,  and  without  one  single  devi.n- 
tion  from  sobriety,  should  plunge  into  the  very 
depth  of  profligacy,  precipitately  and  at  once,  is  al- 
together improbable  and  unprecedented,  and  ah^o* 
lutely  inconsistent  with  the  course  of  things.  Man* 
kind  is  never  corrupted  at  once}  villainy  is  always 
progressive,  and  declin.rs  from  right,  step  after  step, 

a  1  every  regard  of  probity  is  lost,  and  every  sense  of 
I  moYal  obligations  totally  perishes.  Again,  ray 
lord,  a  suspicion  of  this  kind,  which  nothing  but 
malevolence  could  entertain,  and  ignorance  propa- 
gate, is  violently  opposed  by  my  very  siruation  at 
that  time,  with  re^^pect  to  health  :  for,  but  a  little 
space  before,  I  had  been  confined  to  my  bed,  and 
suffered  under  a  very  long  and  severe  disorder,  and 
was  not  ahle,  for  half  a  year  together,  so  much  as  to 
i^-alk.  The  distecTiper  left  me,  indeed,  yet  slowly 
and  in  part,  but  so  macerated,  so  enfeebled,  that  I 
was  reduced  to  crutches;  and-wasso  far  from  being 
well  about  the  time*!  am  charged  with  this  fact,  that 
1  never  to  this  day  perfect -y  recovered.  Could  then 
a  person  in  this  condition  take  any  thing  into  his 
head  so  unlikely,* so  extravagant  ?  I,  past  the  vi* 
■  "nur  of  my  age,  feeble  and  valetudinary,  with  no 
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ix^ducement  to  engage,  no  ability  to  accomplish,  no 
-weapon  wherewith  ^o  lyerpetrate  such  a  fact }  with- 
out interest,  without  power,  without  motive,  with- 
out means.  Besides,  it  must  needs  occur  to  every 
one^  that  an  aetion  of  this  atrocious  nature  is  never 
heard  of,  but  when  its  springs  are  laid  open,  it 
appears  that  it  was  to  support  some  indolence,  or 
supply  some  luxury,  to  satisfy  some  avarice,  or 
oblige  some  malice  j  to  prevent  some  real,  dr  some 
imaginary  want :  yet  I  lay  not  under  the  influence 
of  any  one  of  these.  S^irely,  my  lord,  I  may,  con- 
sistent with  both  truth  and  modesty,  alTirm  thus 
much  f  and  none,  who  have  ^ny.veracity,  and  knew 
me,  will  ever  question  this.  In  the  second  place, 
the  disappearance  of  Clark  is  suggested  as  an  argu- 
ment of  his  being  dead :  but  the  uncertainty  of  such 
an  inference  from  that,  and  the  itUibiiity  of  all  con- 
clusions of  such  soit  from  such  a  circumstance,  are 
too  obvious  and  too  notorious,  to  tequire  instances : 
yet,  superseding  many,  permit  me  to  produce  a 
very  recent  one,  and  that  afforded  by  this  castle* 
In  June,*i757,  William  Thompson,  for  all  the  vigl. 
lance  of  this  place,  in  open  day-  light,  and  double- 
Ironed,  made  his  escape ;  and»  notwithstanding  aa 
immediate  inquiry  set  on  foot,  the  strictest  search 
and  all'advertisement,  was  never  seen  or  heard  of 
since.  If  then  Thompson  got  off  unseen,  through^ 
all  these  difficulties,  how  very  easy  it  wasfor  Clark> 
when  none  of  them  opposed  him  ?  But  what  wQpld 
be*lboughi  of  a  prosecution  commenced  against  aiij|^ 
one  seen  last  with  Thompson  ?  Permit  me  next,  my 
lord,  to  observe  a  little  upon  the  bones  which  have 
been  discovered.  It  is  said,  which  perhaps  is  say- 
ing very  far,  that  these  are  the  skeleton  of  a  man. 
It  is  possible  indeed  it  may^  but  is  there  any  cer* 
tain  knowu  ctiterion,  which  incontestibly  disfinr- . 
c  3  guibhcs 
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goi&hcs  the  sex  in  human  bones  >     Let  it  be  ronnT- 
dered,  my  lord,  whether  the  ascertainiDg  of  (his 
point  ought  not  to  precede  any  attempt  to  identify 
them*     The  place  of  Uieir  depositum  tpo  claims 
much  more  attention  than  is  commonly  bestowed 
upon  it :  for,  of  all  places  in  the  world,  none  could 
have  mentioned  any  one,  wherein  there  was  greater 
certainty  of  finding  human  bones,  than  a  hermitage  i 
except  he  should  point  out  a  church  yard  :  hermit- 
ages, in  time  past,  being  not  only  places  of  rejigious  . 
retirement,  but  of  burial  too.  And  irhas  scarce  or 
never  been  beard  of,  but  that  every  cell  now  known,, 
contains,  or  contained,  these  relics  of  humanity; 
Kome  mutilated,  and  some  entire.  I  do  not  inform, 
but  give  me  leave  to  remind  your  lordship,  that  here 
sat  solitary  sanctity,  and  here  the  hermit  or  the  an- 
choress, hoped  that  repose  for  their  bones^  when 
dead,  they  here  enjoyed  when    living.     Ail  this 
while,  my  lord,  I  am  sensible  this  is  known  to  your 
lordship,  and  many  in  this  court,  better  than  I. 
But  it  seems  necessary  to  my  case,  that  others,  who 
have  not  at  all,  perhaps,  adverted  to  things, of  this 
nature,  and  may  have<;oncern  in  my  trial,  should  be 
made  acquainted  with' it.  Suffer  me  then ,^  my  lord* 
to  produce  a  few  of  many  evidences,  that  these  cells 
were  used  as  repositories  of  the  dead,  and  to  enu* 
merate  a  few,  in  which  human  bones  have  been 
found,  as  it  happened  in  this  in  question  ;   lest,  to 
some,  that  accident  might  seem  extraordinarv^  and 
consequently, occasion  prejudice.— i. The  l>ones,  as 
was  supposed,  of  the  Saxon,  St.  Dubritius, were  dis- 
covered buried  in  his  cell  at  Guy's  Cliff,  near  War- 
wick, as  appears  from  the  authority  of  Sir  Wiiliam 
Dugdale.     %.  The  bones^  thought  ro  be  those  of 
the  anchoress  Rosia,  were  but  lately  discovered  in  a 
.  «cll  at  Roy^ton>  intire>  fair^  and  undecayed,  though 

they 
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they  must  have  lain  interred  for  several  centuries, 
as  is  proved  by  Dt^  Stukely.  3 .  But  our  own  coun- 
try, nay,  almost  this  neighbourhood,  jsupplies  an* 
other  instance  :  for  in  January  i747>  were  found  by 
Mr.  Stovin«  accompanied  by  a  reverend  gentleman, 
the*  bones,  in  pait,  of  some  recluse,  in  the  cell  at 
Lindholm,  near  Hatfield.  They  were  believed  to 
be  those  of  William  of  Lmdholm,  a  hermit,  wb« 
had  long  made  this  cave  hishabitationr  4.., In  Fe- 
bruary 1744,  partof  Wooburn  abbey  being  pulled 
down,  a  large  portion  of  a  corpse  appeared,  even 
with  the  flesh  on,  and  which  bore  ciittinjj  with  a 
knite  ;  though  it  is  certain  this  had  lain  above  twQ 
hundred  years,  and  how  much  longer  is  doubtful; 
for  this  abbey  was  founded  in  1 14.5,  and  dissolved 
15 38  or  9.  What  would  have  been  sail,  what 
believed,  if  this  had  been  an  accident  to  the  bones 
in  question  ?  Further,  my  lord,  it  is  not  yet  out  of 
living  memory,thatat  a  little  distance  from  Knares- 
borough,  in  a  field,  part  of  the  manor  of  the  wor- 
thy and  patriotic  baronet,  who  does  that  borough  the 
horu)ur  to  represent  it  in  parliament,  were  found,  in 
dif  ging  for  gravel,  not  one  human  skeleton  only, 
bur  Hve  or  ^rx,  deposited  side  by  side,  with  each  an 
iirn  place  i  at  his  head,  as  your  lordship  knows  was 
usual  in  ancient  interments.  Abou^the  same  time, 
and  in  another  field,  almost  dose  to  this  borough, 
was  discovered  also,  in  searching  for  gravel,  an- 
other human  skt^leton  ;  but  the  piety  oT  the  same 
worthy  gentlc«nan  ordered  both  the  pits  to  he  filled 
up  again,  Cfinnicndably  unwilling  to  disturb  the 
dead.  I-  the  invention  of  these  bones  forgotten, 
then,  '  r  ^^austliuu^Iy  concealed,  that  the  discovery 
of  tho.->e  in  question  may  appear  the  more  singular 
and  cxtraoidinary?  Whereas,  in  fact,  there  is.no? 
thing  extraordinary  in  it.    My  lord,  almost  every 
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place  conceals  such  remains.     In  fields,  in  bills,  m 
highway  sitles,  in  cocnmons,  lie  frequent  and  un-ius- 
pected  bones.     And  our  present  ailotments  for  rest 
for  the  departed  are  but  ot  some  centuries.     A»i- 
other  particular  *ieeras  to  claim  not  a  little  of  your 
lordship'^s  notice,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jiTTy  J  which  is,  that  perhaps, no  example  occurs  of 
more  than. one  ^skeleton   being  found  in  one  cell; 
and  in  the  cell  in  question  was   found   but  one  { 
agreeable,  in  this,  to  the  peculiarity  of  every  other 
known  cell  in^rTtain.     Not   the  invention  of  one 
skeleton,  then,  but  of  t^o,   would  have  appeared 
suspicious  and  uncommon.     But  then,  my  lord,  to 
attempt  to  identify  these,  when  even  to  identify  liv- 
ing men  has  sometimes  proved  so  difficult,  as  in  the 
case  of  Perkin  Warbeck  and  Lambert  Symiiel   at 
home,  and  of  Don  Sebastian  abroad,  will  be  looked 
upon  perhaps  as  an  attempt  to  determine  what. is  in* 
determinable.     And  I  hope  too  it  will  not  pa^  un- 
considered here,  where  gentlemen  believe  with  cau» 
tion,  think  with  reason,  and  decide  with  humanity, 
what  interest  the  endeavour  to  do  this  is  culculated 
to  serve,  in  assigning  the  proper  personality  to  those 
bone>,  whose  particular  appropriation  Can  only  ap- 
pear to  eternal  Omniscience.     Permit  me,  mj'  lord^ 
ajso  very  humbly  to  remonstrate,  thar,  as  hum^n 
bones  appear  to  have  been  the  inseparable  adjuncts 
of  every  ccll,^ven  any  person^s  naming  such  a  placf 
at  random,  as  containing  them,  \n  this  case,  shews    - 
him  raihtr  unfortunate  thanconscious  prescient,  and 
that  these  attendants  on  every  hermitage  only  acci- 
dentally concurred  with  this  conjecture.     A  mere 
casual  coincidence  of  words  ami  things.     But   it 
s«cms  another  skeleton  has  been  discovered  by  some 
labourers,  which  was  full  as  confidently  averred  to 
be  Cbrk^s  as  this^   My. lord j  must  some  of  the  livw 
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iDg,  if  it  promotes  some  internf ,  be  made  answer- 
able for  all  the  bones  that  earth  has  concealed »  and 
chance  es^posed  ?    And   might  not  a  place  ^here 
bones  lay  be  mentioned  by  a  person  by  ctiance,  as 
well  as  found  by  a  labourer  by  chance  ?  Or  is  it 
more  criminal  accidentally  to  name  where  bones  life, 
than  accidentally  td  6nd  where  they  lie  ?  Here  too 
is  a  human  skull   ptoduced,  which  is  fractured  ; 
but  was  this  the  cause, or  wasit  the  conseqi'rnce  of 
death  9  was*  it  owing  to  violence,  or  wa»  it  the  effect 
of  natural  decay  ?  If  it  was  violence,  was  that  vio« 
lence  before  or  after  death  ?  My  lord,  in  May  1732, 
the  remains  ot  William,  lord  archbishop  of  this  pro- 
▼ince»  were  taken  up,  by  permission^  in  this  cathe  • 
dral,  and  the  bones  cft  the  skiiU  were  found  broken} 
yet  certainly  he  died  by  no  violence  offered  to  him 
alive,  that  could  occasion  that  fracture  there.    Let 
k  be  considered »  my  lord,  that,  upon  the  dissolu- 
tion of  religious  houses,  and  the  commencement  of 
the  teformation,  the  ravages  oi  fho>e  times  both  af- 
fected the  living  and  the  dead.  In  search  after  ima- 
ginary treasures,  coffins  were  broken  up,  graves  and 
vaults  dug  open,  monuments  ransacked,  and  shrines 
demdlished  $  your  lordship  knows  that  the  viola- 
tions  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  occasion  parliamentary 
authority  to  restrain  them  ;  and  it  did,  about  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     I  en* 
treat  your  lordship  suffer  not  the  violences,  the  de- 
predatibns,   and  the  iniquities  of  those  times  to  be 
imputed  to  thir..     Moreover,  what  gentleman  here 
is  ignorant  that  Knaresborough  had  a  castlcf  which« 
though  now  a  ruin,  was  once  considerable  both  for 
its  strength  and  garri>on.     All  know  it  vias  vigo* 
lously  besieged  by  the  arms  of  the  parliament  j   at 
which  siege,   in  sallies,   conflicts,  fights,  pursuits, 
many  fell  in  all  the  places  around  it)  and  where  they 
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fell  wtrt  Iwiried  ;  for  every  place,  my  lonl,  is  burial 
earth  in  war;  and  manr»  questionless,  of  these  rest 
ycf  unknown,  who«c  bones  futurity  sball  discover. 
I  hope,  with  all  imaginabiesuhniission,  that  what 
has  becnsai^  will  not  be  thought  impertinent  to  thi* 
indicimcnt  |  and  that  it  will  be  far  from  ,the  wis- 
dom, the  learning,  and  theintegrity  of  this  place,  to- 
impute  to  the  living  what  zi^al  in  its  fury  may  have, 
<lone}.what  nature  may  have  taken  off,  and  piety 
interred  ;  or  what  war  alone*  may  have  destroycdf 
alone  deposited.  As  to  the  circumstances  that  have 
been  raked  together,  I  have  nothing  toobserve,but 
that  all  circumstances  whs^tsoerver  ai  e  precarious,and 
have  been  but  too  frequently  found  lamentably  fal- 
lible 9  even  the  strongest  have  failed.  They  may. 
rise  to  the  utmost  degree  of  probability ;  yet  are 
they  but  probability  still.  Why  need  I  name'ta 
ybur  lordship  the  two  Harrisons  recorded  in  Or. 
H,owel,  who  both  suffered  upon  circum<ita|^ce;s,  be- 
cause of  the  sudden  disappear' n-ce  of  their  lodger, 
who  was  in  credit^  bad  contracted  debts,  borrowed 
money,  ahd  went  off  unseen,  and  returned  again  a 
creat  many  years  after  their  executiion  ?  Why  name 
the  intricate  affair  of  Jaques  du  Moulin,  under 
King  Charles  II.  related  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
counsel  for^the  crown?  And  why  the  unhappy 
Coleman,wbo  suffered  innocently ,though  convicted 
upon  positive  evidence,  and  whose  children  perished 
for  want,  because  the  world  uncharitably  believed 
the  father  guilty?  Why  mention  the  perjury  of 
Smithy  incautiou'^ly  admitted king'seviience  j  who, 
to  screen  himself,  equaily  accused  Pajrcloth  and 
Loveday  of  the  murder  of  Dun  ;  the  first  of  whom, 
in  1749,  ^^^  executed  at  Winchester  ;  and  Love- 
day  was  about  to  suffer  at  Reading,  had  not  &mitk 
been  pioved  perjured,  to   the  satisfaction  of  th« 

court. 


tovtrty  by  the  surgeon  ©f  the  &«sport  hospital  ? 
Now,  my  lord,  having  endeavored  to  shew  that  the 
whoteof  this  process  is  ah  ogether  itpiignant  toeveiy 
part  of  my  lile ;  that  it  if  inconsistent  with  i^y  con- 
dition of  health  about  t  hat  time  ;  that  no  rational 
infcrenrc  can  be  drawn,  that  a  person  is  dead  wjio 
suddenly  disappears:  that  hermitages  were  the  con- 
stant rrpositories  of  the  bones  of  a  recluse  :  rhat 
the  proofs  of  this  are  wcli  authenticated  ;  that  the 
revolutions  in  religion,  or  the  fortune  of  war,  have 
mangled,  or  buried,  the  dead  j  the  conclusion  re- 
mains, perhaps,  no  less  re  asonably  than  impatiently 
wi>1\cd  for.  I,  at  last,  after  a  year's  confinement, 
equal  to  either  fortune,  put  myself  upon  the  can- 
dour, the  justice,  a9d  the  humanity  of  your  ford&lwp, 
and  upon  your-s,  my  couotrymen,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury."^ 

After  his  conviction,  he  confessed  the  justice  of 
'his  sentence  to  twA  clerj^ymen,  who  v«ere  directed 
to  attend  him  in  York  i;astie,  to  whom  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he, murdered  Clark.  Being  asked  by 
one  of  them,  what  was  his  motive  for  committing 
that  action,  he  answered,  that  he ''suspected  Clark 
of  having  ai^  unlawful  Commerce  with  hi?;  witcj  that 
he  was  persuaded  at  the  time  when  hefv  committed 
the  murder,  he  did  right  5  but  that  since  (le  thought 
it  wrong."  In  hopes  of  eluding  the  course  of  jus- 
tice, h^  made  as)  attempt  upon  hisown  lifi;,  by  cut- 
ting his  artti  in  two  places  with  a  razor,  \\hich  he 
had  concealed  for  that  purpose.  On  a  tabli,  in  his 
cell,  was  foimd  the  following  paper,  containing  his 
reasons  for  the  above  attempt :— '•  What' am  1  bet- 
ter than  my  fathers?  Xo  die  is  natural  and  neces- 
sary. Perfectly  sen^^iblc  of  this,  I  fear  no  more  to 
-  die  than  I  did  to  be  boin.  But  the  manner  of  it  is 
-soiijcihing  which  sl^oulftl,  in  iny  opinion,  be  decent 

_^  andJ 
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and  manlf.  I  think  I  have  regarded  both  these 
points.  Certainly  nobody  has  a  better  right  to  Uis- 
pose  of  a  manMife  than  himself:  and  he>  not  others» 
should  determme  how.  As  for  any  indignities  of- 
fered to  my  body,  or  silly  reflections  on  my  faith 
and  morals,  they  are  (as  they  always  were)  things 
indifferent  to  me,  I  think,  though  contrary  to  the 
common  ^ay  ofthinking,  Iwrong  no  man  by  this,, 
and  hope  it  is  not  offensive  to  that  eternal  Being  that 
formed  me  and  the  world)  and,  as  by  this  I  injure  no 
nisn,  no  man  can  be  rttasonably  offended.  I  solicit- 
ously recommend  myselfto  that  eternal  and  almighty 
Being,  the  God  of  nature,  if  I  have  done  amiss. 
But  perhaps  I  have  not ;  and  I  hope  this  thing  will 
never  be  imputed  tome.  Though  I  am  now  stain- 
ed by  malevolence,  and  su^er  by  prejudice,  I  hope^ 
10  rise  fs^ir  and  unblemished.  My  life  was  not  pol- 
lut^i,  my  morals  irreproachable,  ^nd  my  opinions 
orthodox.  I  slept  round  till  three  o*clock,  awaked, 
and  then  writ  these  lines :  ^ 

Come  pleasing  rest,  eternal  slumbers  fall. 
Seal  mine,  that  once  must  seal  the  eyes  of  all  ; 
Calm,  and  composed  my  soul  her  journey  takes 
No  guilt  that  troubles,  and  no  heart  that  aches ; 
Adieu  1   thou  sun,  all  bright  like  her  arise, 
Adieu  I  fair  friends,  and  all  that*sgood  and  wise.*' 

These  lines,  foMnd  with  the  foregoing,  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  by  Aram  just  before  he 
cut  himself  with  the  razor.  By  proper  applications 
he  was  brought  to  himself,  and>  though  weak,  was 
conducted  to  the  place  of  execution  5  where,  being 
asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  »ay,  he  rephed  in  the 
negative.  He  was  immediately  after  executed,  Au" 
gus  16^  J759>  and  his  body  being  ponveyed  to 
•    •  Knares- 
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Knaresborough  forest,  he  ivas  there  hung  in  chains^ 
pursuant  to  his  sentence. 

ARNOLD,  QUILT.      Sec  Wild,   J.  und 
Dickenson,  £. 

ATHOE,  THOMAS,  Sen.  ATHOE,  THO- 
MAS,  Jun.  ^MURDERERS.)  The  elder  Athoe 
was  a  native  ot  Carew  inr  Pembrokeshire,  where  he 
rented  above  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  had 
lived  in  such  a  respectable  way,  that  in  the  year 
1 721,  he  was  chosen  mayiy  ot  Tenby,  and  hh  son 
a  bailiff  of  the  sime  corporation  ;  though  they  did 
not  live  in  this  place,  but  at  Mannerbeer,  two  miles 
distant  from  it.  Gtorge  Merchant,  (of  whose  mur- 
der they  were  convicted,}  and  his  brother  Thomas, 
.were  nephews,  by  the  mother's  side,  to  the  elder 
Athoe,  their  father  having  married  his  sister.  On 
the  ^^d  of  November,  1722,  a  fair  was  held  at  Ten- 
by, where  the  Athoes  went  to  sell  cattle,  and  there 
met  with  George  Merchant  and  his  brother  Thomas. 
A  quarrel  arose  between  the  younger  Athoe  and 
George  Merchant  on  an  old  grudge,  respecting 
their  right  to  part  of  an  estate  $  when  a  battle  en- 
sued, in  which  George  had  the  advantage,  and  beat 
young  Athoe.  The  elder  Athoe  taking  the  advice 
of  an  attorney  on  what  had  passed,  would  have  per- 
suaded him  to  bring  an  action  ;  tp  which  lie  replied, 
**  No,  no,  we  won't  take  the  law,  but  we'll  pay 
them  in  their  owacoin.**  Late  in  the  evening,  after 
the  fair  was  ended,  the  Merchants  left  the  town  ;  . 
but  the  Athoes  goia^  to  the  inn,  enquired  of 
the  ostler  which  way  they  went.  He  gave  them 
the  b«8t  information  in  his  power,  on  which  they 
immediately  mounted  and  followed  them.  The 
brother's  stopped  on  the  road,>at  a  place  called  Hol- 
loway's  water,  to  let  their  horses  urink.  In  the 
mean  time  they  htard  the  footsteps  of  other  horses 
O  behind 
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behind  them,  and  turning  about  saw  two  men  fid 
''ing  at  a  small  distance.  It  was  too  dark  for  them 
to  know  the  parties,  but  they  presently  heard  th« 
VOI6C  of  old  Athoe.  Knowing  that  he  had  sworn 
revenge,  and  dreading  the  consequence  that  would 
probably  ensue,  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  them- 
selves behind  a  bridge,  but  they  were  discovered  by 
the  splashing  their  horses  feet  made  in  the  water. 
The  Athocs  riding  up  with  large  sticks,  the  youn- 
'  gersaid  to  George  Merchant,  **  I  owe  thee  a  pass, 
and  now  thou  shalt  have  it  5"  and  immediately 
knocked  him  olF  his  horse.  In  the  interim,  old 
Athoe  attacked  Thomas  Merchant,  and  beat  him 
likewise  from  his  horse,  calling  out  at  the  same  time, 
"Kill  the  dogs!  kill  the  dogs!"  The  brofhere 
begged  hard  for  their  lives,  but  they  pleaded  to 
those  who  had  no  idea  of  pity.  The  elder  Athoe 
seized  Thomas  Merchant  in  the  tenderest  part,  and 
squeezed  him  ia  so  violent  a  manner,  that  human 
nature  could  not  long  have  sustained  the  pain  : 
while  the  younger  Afhoe  treated  George  Merchant 
in  a  similar  way,  and  carried  his  revenge  to  such  a 
length,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  relate  the  horrid 
deed  with  decency.  When  he  had  completed  his 
fxjcrable  purpose,  he  called  out  to  his  fathef,  say- 
ing, **  Now  r  have  done  George  Merchant's  busi- 
ness," A  great  effusion  of  blood  was  the  conse- 
quence of  this  barbarity  ;  but  his  savage  revenge 
was  not  yet  glutted  ;  seizing  G.  Merchant  by  the 
nose  with  his  teeth,  he  bitit  off,  and  then  strangled 
him,  by  tying  a  hankerchief  tight  round  hi;  neck,, 
This  done,  the  murderers  quitted  the  spot  5  but  some 
persons  coming  by,  took  the  Merchants  to  an  adji\- 
cent  house,  and.sentfor  a  surgeon,  who  dressed  the 
wounds  of  Thomas,  but  found  that  George  was 
dead :  the  surgeon  declared  that  the  blows  he  re- 
ceived 
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ceived.  were  sufilcjent  to  have  killed  six  or  seven 
men  :  for  he  bad  two  bruises  on  his  breast,  three 
large  ones  on  his  head,  ancUjtwenty-two  en  his 
back.  The  elder  Athoe  was  taken  into  custody  on 
tlie  following  day,  but  the  son  had  fled  to  Ireland  i 
however,  those  who  had  been  concerned  in  favour- 
ing his  escape,  were  glad  to  use  their  xadeavours  to 
get  him  back  again-  The  murder  was  committed 
in  Pembrokeshire,  but  the  prisoners  were  removed 
by  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  Hereford,  and  on 
the  19th  of  March,  1723,  they  were  indicted  lor  the 
murder.  On  the  trial,  the  principal  evidence 
against  them  was  the  surviving  brother,  who  was 
«ven  then  so  weak  as.  to  be  indulged  to  sit  down 
yvhile  he  gave  his  evidence  :  but  the  jury,  though 
satisfied  of  the  commission  of  the  murder,  enter, 
tained  a  doubt  whether  the  prisoners  could  be  Ie-> 
gaily  tried  in  any  county  but  that  in  which  the 
cnme  was  committed ;  on  which  they  brought  in  a 
special  verdict ;  whereupon  the  case  was  referred  to 
the  determination  of  the  twelve  judges;  and  the 
prisoners^eing  brought  up  to  London,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  King's  Bench  prison,  where  thty  re- 
mained till  the  22d  of  June,  1723,  and  were  then 
taken  to  the  court  of  King*s  Benth,  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall; when  a  motion  being  made  by  counsel  in 
arrest  of  judgment,  the  Cburt^  directed  that  an  act  of 
tlie  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  should  be  read,  i^i  which 
is  a  clause,  ordaining  that  *'  AH  murders  and  rob* 
beries  committed  in,  on,  or  about  the  borders  of 
Wales,  shall  be  triaible  in  any  county  of  England, 
where  the  criminal  shall  be  taken  y  and  that  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  shall  have  power  to  remove 
by  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  any  prisoner  confined  in 
Wales,  to  the  next  county  ot  England  to  be  tiied." 
In  consequence  hereof,  the  court  proceeded  to  give 
D  a  i^^S- 


u 


28 


AVE&SIiAW. 


judgmenf,  and  the  prisohers  were  remanded  to  the 
King's  Bench  prison.  Between  this  and  the  time  of 
their  execution  they  ♦ere  visited  by  Mr.  Dychc,  the 
chaplain  of  the  prison,  and  by  several  other  divines. 
They  continued  to  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope, 
of  lite,  till  the  warrant  came  down  for  their  execu- 
tion )  and  endeavoured  tb  exten,uate  their  crime  by 
a  variety  of  frivolous*  pretences  respecting  disputes 
between  them  and  the  deceased.  On  the  zSth  of 
June  they  received  the  sacrament  with  great  devo- 
tion, ancTdid  the  same  again  on  the  morning  of  their 
execution.  Their  behaviour  at  the  plact  of  death 
is  thus  recorded  by  the  minister  who  attended  them. 
"  On  Friday  the  5th  of  July,  i?**?*  about  eleven 
o*clock  in  the  morning,  ffcey  were  conveyed  in  ^ 
cart  to  the  place  of  execution.  When  they  came  to 
the  fatal  tree,  they  behaved  themselves  rn  a  very  de- 
cent manner,  embracing  each  other  with  the  utmost 
tenderness  and  affection  ;  and  indeed  the  son's  hid- 
ing his  face,  bedewed  with  tears  in  his  father  s  bo- 
som, was,  notwithstanding  the  barbarous  action  they 
had  committed,  a  very  moving  spectacle.  They 
begged  of  all  good  people  to  take  warning  by  their 
ignominious  death  i  and  were  turned  off,  crying. 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us!  Christ  have  rncrcy  upon 
us !  The  bodies  weie  brought  from  the  place  of  ex- 
ecutionin  two  hearses,  to  the  Falcon-inn,  in  South- 
wark,  in  order  to  be  buried  in  St,  George's  church- 
yard." They  suffered  at  a  place  called  St.  Tho- 
mas's Watering,  a  little  below  Kent-street,  in 
Surry,  the  father  being  fifty*eight  years  old,  and 
the  son  within  one  day  of  twenty -four,  at  rh*  time 
of  their  deaths. 

AVERSHAW, LEWIS  JF.REMI AH,  (mur- 
DiRER,]  a  most  depraved  character,  who  had  long 
been  the  pest  of  society,  and  whose  unparalleled  au. 

dacity 
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daclty  did  not  terminate  but  with  his  life.  On  July 
3o»  »795>  he  was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Perryn,  at 
Croydon.     He  was  convicted  on  two  indictoients: 
one  for  having,  at  the  Three  Brewers;  pubh'c-housci 
Southwark,  feloniously  shot  at  and  murdered  D. 
iPrrcc,  an  officer  belonging  to  the  police-office,  held 
at  Union  halJ,  in  the  Borough.  The  other  for  hav- 
ing,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  fired  a  pistol  at 
Bernard  Turner,  another  officer  attached  to  the  office 
at  Union  hall,  with  an  intent  to  murder  him,     Mr. 
Garrow,  the  leading  counsel  for   the  prosecution, 
opened  his  cSLst  to  the  court  and  jury,   by  stating, 
that  the  prisoner  at  the  blar,  being  a  person  of  ill 
fame,    had  been  suspected  of  having  perpetrated  a 
number  of  felonies.  The  magistrates  of  the  Folke- 
office  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  having  received 
information  against  tl^  prisoner,  sent,  as  was  their        ! 
.duty,  an  order  for  his  apprehension.     To  execute 
the  warrant,  the  deceased  Price,  and  another  officer, 
went  to  th«  Three  Brewers,  a  public- house,   where 
they  understood  he  then  was  (irinkiffg,'incompan/ 
with  some  other  persons.  At  the  entrance  of  a  par- 
lour in  the  house,  the  prisoner  appeared  in  a  posture 
of  intending  to  resist.     H(^!ding  a  loaded  pistol  in 
each  oj  his  hands,  he,  with  threats  and  imprecations, 
desired  the  officers  to  stand  off,  a»  he  would  other- 
wise fire  at  them.     The  officers,  without  being  in- 
timidated by  those  menaces,  attempted  to  rush  in 
'  ^nd  seize  him,  OD  which  the  prisoner  discharged  both 
'     the  pistols  at  the  same  iustant  of  time,  lodging  the 
contents  of  one  in  the  body  of  David  Price,  and  with 
the  other  wounded  Turner  very  severely  in>hchead. 
Price,   after  languishing  a  few  hovirs,  died  of  the 
wound.     Mr.  Garrow  was  very  pathetic  and  ani- 
mated in  his  description  of  the  seveial  circumstances 
(pompo^lng  the  shocking  act  of  barbarity.  To  prove 
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ity  he  would  call  four  witnesses,  whose  evidence  he 
said,  wo^ld  be  but  too  clear  to  establish  the  pri* 
soner^s  g'Jitt.  The  Jury  would  be  enabled  to  judge 
from  the  facts  to  be  submitted  to  them,  and  would 
undoubtedly  decide  on  the  issue  joined  between  the 
crowd  ind  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  The  learned 
counsel  accordingly  called  Turner,  the  landlord  of 
the  house,  a  surgeon,  and  a  fourth  witness  ;  but  as 
the  substance oftheir  evidence  is  comprised  in  Mr. 
G.*s  opening  of  the  indictment,  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  repeat  it.  Turner  sai<l  positively,  he  saw 
the  prisoner  discharge  the  pistols,  from  one  of  ^ich 
he  him«^elf  received  his  wound,  and  the  contents  of 
the  other  were  lodged  in  the  body  of  Price,  who  died 
very  shortly  after.  The  surgeon  proved  that  the 
death  was  the  consequence  of  the  wound.  Mr* 
Kiiowles  and  Mr.  Best  were  counsel  for  the  prisoner, 
but  the  weigbtof  evidence  against  him  was  too  strong 
to  be  combated  by  any  exertions.  Mr.  Baron  Per- 
ryn  summed  up  the  evidence,  on  every  essential 
point  of  which  his  lordship  made  several  apposite, 
pointed,  and  accurate  observations.  The  counsel 
for  the  prisoner,  he  remarked  to  the  jury,  had  prin- 
cipally rested  his  defence  on  the  circumstance  of  se- 
veral other  persons  being  present  when  the  pistols 
were  discharged,  by  some  of  which  they  contended 
the  death-wound  might  possibly  have  been  inflicted. 
But  with  respect  to  that  parr  of  the  transaction,  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  jur}-  to  observe,  that  the 
witness  Turner,  had  swofn  positively  to  his  having 
seen  the  prisoner  in  the  act  of  discharging  the  con-  ^ 
tents  of  the  pistol.  The  jury*  after  a  conspltation 
of  about  three  minutes,  pronouncedthe  verdict  of-^ 
guiity.  Through  a  flaw  in  the  indictment  for  this, 
murder,  an  objection  was  taken  by.coun<«l«  This 
was  argued  Aearly  two  houf s»  when  Mr.  Baroi^  Per- 
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ryn  intimating  a  wish  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  of  England,  the  counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution>  waving  the  point  fur  the  piesenty  insisted 
on  the  prisoners*8  being  cried  on  the  second  indict- 
ment for  feloniously  shooting  atBarnaby  Windsor* 
which  the  learned  counsel  said,  would  occupy  no 
great  portion  of  time,  as  it  could  be  sufficiently  sup- 
ported  by  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness      He 
was  accordingly  tcied  and  found  guilty  on  a  second 
capital  indictment.     The  prisoner,  who,  contrary 
to  general  expectation,  had  in  a  great  measure  hi* 
therto  refrained  from  his  usua  au  iacity,  began  with 
unparalleled  insolence  of  expression  and  gesture,  to 
ask  his  lordship  if  he  '*  was  to  be  murdered  by  the 
evidence  of  one  witness!**  aextral  times  repeating 
the  question,  till   the  jury  leturtied  hiai'^guUfy, 
When  Ml .  Baron  Perryn  put  on  the  judicial  cap, 
the  prisoner»unconscious  and  regardless  of  bis  dread* 
ful  situatjon>  at  the  same  time  put  on  hb  hat,  ob- 
serving the  judge  with  contemptuous  Jooks,  while  he 
was  passing  the  sentence.  When  the  constables  were 
removing  him  from  the  dock  to  a  coach,  he  conti-> 
nued  to  vent  torrents  of  abuse  against  the  judge  and 
jury,  whom  hecharged  with,  as  he  stiied  it,  hi^  mur-V 
der.     As  his  desperate  disposition  was  well  known, 
he  was  to  prevent  resistance,  hand-cnrfed,  and  his 
thighs  and  arms  also  bound  strongly  together,  in 
wh^ch  situation  he  was  conveyed  back  to  prison. 
Sd  cajlous  was  this  rufilan  to  every  degree  of  feeling, 
that  on  his  way  to  be  tried,  as  he  was  passing  near 
theusual  place  of  execution  onKenningtonCommon, 
be  put  his  head  out  of  the  coach  wint^ow,  and,  with 
all  the  4ang  froid  imaginable,   asked  some  of  those 
who  guarded  him,  if  they  did  not  think  he  would  be 
twisted  on  that  pretty  s  ^ot  by  Saturday  \  Afttr  re- 
flciving  sentence  of  dea  <h»he  was  conducted  back  to 
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prisons  where,  having  got  sorae  black  cherries,  he 
amused  himself  with  painting  on  the  white  walls  of 
the  room  in  which  he  was  confined,  various  sketches 
of  robberies  which  he  had  committed  5  one  repre- 
senting him  running  up  to  the  hordes'  heads  of  a 
post-chai*e,prescntinga  pistol  at  the  driver,  and  th^ 
words,  **  D — n  your  eyes  btop,"  issuing  out  of  his 
mouth  }  another  where  he  was  firing  into  the  chaise; 
a  third,  where  the  parties  had  quitted  the  carriage, 
and  several  others,  in  which  he  was  described  in  the 
actot  taking  the  money  from  the  passengers,  bein^ 
fired  at,  where  his  companion  wars  shot  dead, &c.—« 
At  the  place  of  execution  be  appeared  entirely  un- 
concerned, had  a  flower  in  his  mouth,  his  bosom  was 
throvvn  open,  and  he  kept  up  an  incessant  conversa. 
tion  with  the  persons'who  rodebeside  the  cart ;  fre* 
quently  laughing  and  nodding  to  others  of  his  ac 
quaintaye  whom  he  perceived  in  the  crowd,  which 
was  imi/cnse.  He  sufferecl  Aug,  3,  1795,  at  Ken- 
tiington  Common,  with  John  Little,  who  having  had 
an  employment  at  the  laboratory  of  the  palace  at 
Kew,  became  acquainted  with  Mr*  Macevoy  and 
and  Mrs.  King,  persons  of  very  advanced  years, 
who  had  been  many  years  resident  at  Kew.  Sup- 
posing they  had  some  property  at  home,  he  watch- 
ed an  opportunity  andmurderfd  them  both. 

AYLIFI^E,  JOHN,  (forgery,)  was  the  son  of 
an  upper  servant  with  Gerrafd  Smith,  esq.  a  gea- 
tleman  of  luge  fortune  near  Tockcnham  in  Wilt- 
shire. AJter  youn^  Ayliffe  had  been  instructed  in 
the  first  juoiments  of  learning,  he  was  sent  to 
the  celebrated  academy  at  Harrow  on  the  Hill, 
where  he  became  a  good  ^>roficient  in  Latin  aad 
Gic  k.  On  his  quitting-the  academy^  he  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  Ubher  to  a  boardjng-school  at  Linc- 
mm  in  Wiltshire,  wh«re,xunk»own  to  his  parents. 
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he  married  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman',  who  had  a 
fortune  of  500/.  On  receipt  of  this  money.  He  be* 
came  so  extravagaht,  that  he  spent  the  whole  in  the 
course  of  two  years  i  When,  being  in  circumstances 
of  distress,  a  widow  lady,  named  Horner,  took  him 
into  her  service  as  house  steward.  In  a  short  time 
he  was  appointed  land  steward  to  another  lady,  who 
recommended  him  as  a  man  of  abilities  to  th«  Hon. 
Mr.  Fox,  (afterwards  Lord  Holl -nd)  who  gave  him 
the  place  of  one  of  the  commissaries  of  musters  in 
the  war-office,  by  which  ^he  acquired  the  right  of 
adding  the  title  of  esquire  to  his  name.  The  profits 
of  AyliflPe's  new  office  was  so  considerable,  that  he 
was  induced  to  purchase  an  elegant  house  in  Dor* 
setshire,  which  he  furnrdied  in  a  styk  far  too  expen* 
sive  for  his  rank  of  life.  In  other  instances  he  gavt 
proof  of  a  strange  extravagance  of  disposition  $  for 
be  ran  in  debt  with  a  num]}<r  of  people,  thcaigh  bis 
income  was  sufficient  to  btTve  satisfied  the  wisUj!s  of 
any  reasonable  man.  At  length  when  his  creditors 
became  urgent,  he  had  recourse,  for  a  present  sup* 
jpljr  to  some  irregtilar  and  very  dangerous  practices i 
among  othera*  he  forged  a  presentation  to  the  va- 
luable rectory  of  Brinkworth  in  Wiltshire,  which  hi$ 
so\d  to  a  youn?  clergyman  for  a  con^icierable  sum. 
This  Hvinp^  being  ia  Mi^.  Foz*s  gift,  he  forged  his 
hand  -  writmg,  and  that  of  two  subscribing  witnesses, 
with  admirable  dexterity;  but,  soon  after  hb  affairs 
becoming  desperate,  a  discovery  was  made  of  the 
fraud.  Hereupon  the  clergyman  took  to  his  bed, 
and  literally  died  in  consequence  of  that  oppression 
of  spirit!^  which  is  commonly  called  a  broken  heart  s 
for  the  purchase  of  the  presentation  had  ruined  kia 
circumstances.  Afcer  his  death,  the  following  short 
note  was  found  in  his  drawer*  directed  to^^John 
AvUffe  Sat^n,  £m* 

«  Sit 
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**  Sir,— I  jtVn  surprized  ypu  can  write  to  me,  after 
you  have  robbed  and  most  barbarously  murdered 
me.     OBrinkworth!'' 

'  Ayliffe  being  arrested  for  debts  to  the  amdtint  oj 
eleven  hundred  pounds,  took  refuge  in  the  Fleet- 
piison,  where  he  forged  a  deed  of  gift  from  Mi-s. 
Horner  for  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a  year, 
and  three  thousand  pounds  in  money.  On  this  deed 
be  raised  considerable  sums,  by  a  series  of  artifice 
SJJd  management  that  is  almost  without  example. 
For  this  forgery  he  was  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  jind  capitally  convicted  ;  but,  in  the  inter- 
val, he  wa^  continually  representing  Mr.  Fox  as  the 
concealed  author  of  his  ruin,  to  prevent  his  making 
discovery  of  son?e  irregular  transactions  which  he 
ullcdgcd  weic  carried  on  in  the  war-office*  He  still 
continued  to  charge  hlK  benefactor  with  unjustifiable 
proceedings,  in  the  very  moment  when  he  was  soli- 
citing his  interest  to  save  big  life  ;  for,  after  convic- 
tion, he  wrote  hiln  the  folloWn]||;  letter. 

««  Honoured  Sir,— The  faults  I  have  been  guilty 
of  i>hock  my  very  soul,  and  particularly  those  to- 
wards you )  for  which  I  (leartjly  a^k  pardon  botf}  of 
God  and  you.  The  sentence  pronounced  upon  me 
^lls  me  with  horror^such  as  wasneyerfelt  bymortaU 
AVhat  can  I  say  ?  O  my  good  God  I  that  t  could 
think  of  any  thing  to  induce  you  to  have  mercy  ujpon 
me  5  or  to  prevail  upon  you,  good  sir,  to  intercede 
for  my  life.  I  would  do  any  thing,  either  at  homa 
or  abroad.  For  god^s  sake,  good  sir,  have  compas- 
sion  on  your  unhappy  and  unfortunate  servant, 
John  Ayliffe.'* 

It  is  also  said,  that  Mr.  Fox  supported  this  man 
ilyring  the  whole  time  of  hk  COnnnement  in  Nevr- 

gate. 
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gate,allowing every  thing  that  his  unhappy  situation 
could  require.  He  was  in  the  utmost  agonies  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  night  previous  to  his  exe- 
cution ;  but  slept  about  two  hours  towards  the  ap*- 
proach  of  morning*  His  agitation  of  mind  had 
brought  on  a  fever,  which  producing  an  intolerable 
thirsty  be  endeavoured  to  alhy  it  by  drinking  large 
and  repeated'  draughts  of  water.  On  his  way  to  thci 
place  of  execution  these  emotions  seemed  to  hare 
subsided  5  and  at  the  fatal  tree  he  behaved  with  de« 
cency  and  composure.  Some  persons  present  called 
out  «*  a  reprieve  !V  but  he  paid  no  regard  to  what 
was  said  j  and  bis  hopes,  respecting  this  life,  ap- 
peared now  to  have  vanished.  He  suffered  at  Tyburn 
on  the  7(i\  of  Nov.  1759.  His  body  was  put  into  a 
hearse,  and  conveyed  into  Hertfordshire  for  inter- 
ment, agreeable  to  his  own  request.  After  his  exe* 
cution  a  very  extraordinary  pamphlet  was  publishecf, 
called  "  The  Case  of  John  Ayliffc,  esq."  which 
contained  a  great  variety  of  original  papers,  and 
was  thought,  we  know  not  with  wfct  justice,  to  bear 
very  hard  on  the  character  of  the  late  lord  Holland. 
Xt  was  bought  up  by4iis  lordship'sfriend^and  agents, 

B. 

BAKfiR,  WILLIAM,  (forgbry,)  was  born 
in  Cannon,  where  his  father  kept  a  baker's  shop, 
and  received  his  education  at  Merchant  "Taylor's 
School.  At  a  proper  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
grocer  in  a  considerable  way,  and  behaved  with  so 
much  diligence  and  fidelity,  that  soon  after  the  timfc. 
of  his  apprenticeship  had  expired,  his  master  ad« 
mitted  him  an  equal  partner  in  trade.  Having 
oarried  on  f^e  grocery  for  aUout  seven  years,  he 

declined 
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declintd  that  business,  and  connected  himself  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Carter,  a  sugar-baker  j   and  by 
this  new  undertaking  flattered  binnself  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  speedily  acquiring  a  fortune.     About 
the  period  of  his  coiimiencing  sugar- baker,  he  mar- 
ried one  of  bib  cousins*  who  wa's  daughter  of  a 
clergyman  In  Northainptonsbire  3  and  with  her  re- 
ceived a  handsome ,  fortune.    For  several  yean  he 
fulfilled  all  his  engagements  with  the  greatest  punc- 
tuality, and  was  supposed  f  be  possessed  of  consi- 
derable property.  He  attended  the  sales  of  the  East- 
India  company *s  eoods,  frequently  purchased  very 
large  quantities  of  teas,  and  had  extensive  dealings 
in  other  articles.    He  often  sustained  considerable 
» toss  by  the  sale  of  his  goods :  aiid  his  circumstances, 
tit  lcngtb,becamc  so  embarrassed,  that  he  wa^  under 
,  apprehension  tbata  commission  of  bankruptcy  would 
issue  against  him.    He  flattered  himself,  however, 
that,]f  ne  could  support  his  credit  for  a  short  time, 
matters  would  take  a  more  favourable  turn,  and  hit 
circumstances  be  retrieved.   Hb  anxiety  to  avoid  a 
bankruptcy,  induced  him  to  forge  an  East  India 
warrant  for  goods  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred 
and  twenty- two  pounds.  But  it  must  be  remarked,, 
that  the  forgery  was  not  committed  with  any  inten- 
tion to  defraud,but  merely  to  raise  afsupply  for  pre- 
sent exigencies.      He  was  in  expectation  of  speedy 
remittances,  on  the  receipt  of  which  he  intended  to 
^ake  up  the  counterfeit  warrant.  Having  passed  it 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Holland,  who  sent  it  to  the 
India-house,  where  the  forgery ^was  dctected,he  was 
in  consequence  a|pprehended.  Being  put  on  his  trial   " 
at  the  Oid  Bailey,  several  gentlemen  of  reputation 
appeared  in  his  behait,  and  spoke  to  his  character 
In  the  most  favourable  terms  •  but  both  the  forgery 
and  the  u  ttering  the  counterfeit  warrant  having  been 

provtd 
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proved:  a^inst  him  by  indisputable  testimony,  and 
strongly  corroborating  drcuqnstances,  he  of  course 
was  '  Gondbmned  to  su(Fer  death.  His  behaviour^ 
while  under  sentence  of  death,  w:is  perfectly  con- 
sistent ^vwth- his  unfortunate  situation^  Being  con- 
veyed' to  Tyburn  in  a:  mourning  coach^  he  appeared 
to  be  ina  composed  state  of  mind,  and  entirely  re- 
signed' to  his  fate.     Ue  suffered  Dec.  31,  17  50, 

B^K£R« .     See  Udall,  Wm. 

BALFOUR,  ALEX.  Cmurderer,)  was  born 
in  the  year  1687,  at  the  seut  of  his  father»  Lord 
Biirlfisgh,  near  Kinross.  He  was  first  sent  for  edu- 
cai'ion  to>a.  village  called  OrwtU,  near  the  place  of 
hitt  birth>.  and  thence  to  the  University  of  St.  An-  . 
drew%  whece:  be  pursued  his  studies  with  a  diligence 
and  success  that  greatly  distinguished  him.  His  fa- 
ther. Lord  Burleigh,  had  intended  to  have  sent  him 
into  the  army  in  Flanders,  under  th^  conmiand  of 
theDulce  of  Marlborough,  in  which  he  had  rational 
expectation  of  his  rising  V'jk  prefennent,  as'  he  was  re- 
lated totlie  Duke  cf  AreyH  and  the  Earl  of  Stair, 
wbo>  wer*  majors- general  in  the  ar^uy ;  but  this 
scheme  unhappily  did  not  take  place.  Mr.  Balfour* 
going  to  his  father's  house  during  the  vacation  at 
the  university,  became  enamourciA  of  Miss  Anne 
Robertson,  who  officiated  as  teacher  to  his  sisters. 
This  young  lady  was  possessed  of  cousideraMe  ta- 
lents, improved  by  a  fine  education  j  but  Lord  Bur- 
leigh being  apprized  ot  the  connection  between  her^ 
and  his  son,  she  wasdi<icharged,  and  th^  young  gen- 
tleman sent  to  make  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy. 
Befoic  he  went  abroad,  he  sent  the  yoong  lady  a 
letter,  informing  [ler,  that,  if  she  married  before  his 
return,  he  vvould  murdtr  her  hu'^band-  Notwith- 
standing this  threat,  which  she  miglu  presume  had 
its  origin  in  ungovernable  passion,  she  married. Mr. 

VOL.  I.  5  Symc, 
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Sytne,  a  schoolmaster,  at  Innerkeithing,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Fife.  When  Balfour  returned  from  his  travels^ 
his  first  business  was  to  enquire  for  Miss  Robertson  j 
and  learning  that  she  was  marrjed>  he  proceeded  im«  ^ 
mediately  to  Innerkeirhing,  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Syme 
sitting  at  her  v^indow,  nursing  the  first  child  of  her 
marriage.  Recollecting  his  former  threaten ings,  she 
now  screamed  with  terror,  and  called  to  her  husband 
to  consult  his  safety.  Mr.  Syme,  unconscious  of 
offence,  paid  no  regard  to  what  she  said :  but,  in 
the  interim,  Balfour  entered  the  school -room^  and 
finding  the  husband,  shot  bim  through  the  heart. 
The  confusion  consequent  on  this  scene  favoured  his 
escape:  but  he  was  taken  into  custody,  within  a  few 
days,  at  a  public  house,  in  a  village  four  miles  from 
Edinburgh;  and,  beings  brought  to  trial,  was  sen-? 
tenced  to  die,  but  ordered  to  be  beheaded  by  the 
maiden y  (a  machine  resembling  the  guiUoiine  of 
France,)  in  ropect  to  the  nobility  of  his  family. 
He  was  to  have  suffered  on  Monday  the  7th  of  May» 
1708,  and  the  scaffold  was  actually  erected  for  the 
purpofiC  J  hut  on  the  preceding  day,  his  sister  went 
to  vi«it  him,  and  being  veiy  much  like  him  in  face 
and  stature,  they  changed  clothes,  and  be  made  his 
escape  from  the  prison.  His  friends  having  pro- 
vided hor«cs  for  him,  and  a  servant,  at  the  West 
gate  of  Edinburgh,  they  rode  to  a  distant  village, 
where  he  changed  his  clotiie^  again,  and  at'terwards 
left  the  kingdom.  Lord  Burleigh,  the  father,  died 
,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Awwt ;  but  had  first  obtained 
a  pardon  for  hi<  son,  who  succeeded  to  the  family 
title  and  honours,  and  who  lived  forty  four  years 
after  his  tsc9pe,havfngdied,  in  X7|'i,  a  sincere  peni« 
tent  for  the  murder  he  had  committed,. 

BARRINGTON,  GEORGE,  (PiCK-POCKEry 
whose  real  name  wab  Vyaldr^n,  was  born  abont  the 

year 
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ytar  1755,  at  Maymooth^  village  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  Ireland :  his  father,  Henry  Waldron»  was 
a  working  silversmith ;  and  his  mother,  whose  mai- 
den name  was  Naithy  was  a  mantua-maker,  and  oc- 
casionally a  midwife.  His  parents^  though  not  af- 
fluent, had  l^m  instructed  in  reading  and  writing  at 
an  early  age  j  afterwards,  through  the  bounty  of » 
medical  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  wa« 
taught  common  arithmetic,  the  elements  of  geogra- 
phy, and  the  English  grammar.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  was  noticed  and  patronized  by  a  dignitary 
in  the  church  of  Ireland,  who  placed  him  at  a  free 
grammar-school,  and  intended  him  for  the  univer- 
sity J  however,  he  forfeited  this  gentleman*s  favour 
by  his  ill  conduct  at  school,  having,  in  a  quarrel, 
stabbed  one  of  his  school- fellows  with  a  penknife. 
For  this  vindictive  act  he  was  well  flogged  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  ran  away  from  school,  1771, 
having  previously  found  means  to  steal  ten  or  twelve 
guineas  from  his  master,  and  a  geld  repeating  watch 
ftdm  his  master^s  sister.  He  walked  all  night  till 
he  airived  at  an  obscure  inn  at  I>rogheda,  where  he 
happeued  to  meet  and  become  acquainted  with  a 
company  of  strolling  players,  whose  manager  was 
one  John  Price,  an  abandoned  character;  who,  hav- 
ing been  convicted  of  a  fraud  in  London,  was  an 
involuntary  exile  in  Ireland,  until  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported.. He  now  engaged  our  fugitive,  who,  in 
consequence,  adopted  thenameof£^rm^/o»,  as  one 
of  his  performers,  and  who,  it  seems,  became  tl^e 
hero  of  his  company.  While  performing  the  cha- 
racter of  Jaffler,  in  *•  Venice  Preserved;"  he  made 
a  conquest  of  the  tender  fielvidera,  (Miss  Egerton) 
and  io  the  credit  of  Barrington  it  must  be  acknbw- 
ledgedf  that  he  took  no  mean  advantage  of  her  pas^ 
E»  sion^ 
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«ion,  but  returned  it  with  perfect  sincerity.  The 
company  being  now  reduced  by  tbc  expenses  cf  tra- 
velling, &c.  to  extreme  indigence^  Price,  the  ma- 
nager, prevailed  upon  Barrington  to  undertake  the 
profession  of  a  pickpocket,  which  business  he  com- 
menctd  in  ihesumraerof  the  year  1771,  having  then 
renounced  the  stage.  He  soon  after  lost  his  faithful 
Miss  Sgetton,  who  was  drowned  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  her  age,  in  crossing  the  river  Boyne, through 
the  culpable  negligence  of  a  ferryman.  He  then 
commenced  what  is  called  a  gentleman  fnckpocket^  by 
affecting  the  airs  and  importance  of  a  man  of  fashion) 
but  was  so  much  alarmed  at  the  detection  and  con- 
viction of  his  preceptor  Price,  (who  was  sentenced 
t©  transportation  for  seveh  years,)  that  he  hastened 
'  to  Dublin,  wli.ere  he  practised  his  pilfering  art  dtnr- 
ing  dark  evenings.  At  one  of  the  races  in  the  co. 
of  Carlo w,  he  was  detected  picking  tfie  poc'ket  of 
Lord  B;  but  on  restoring  the  preperty  this  noble- 
man  declined  any  prosecutionf  and  Barrington  ac« 
cordingly  left  Ireland,  and  for  the  ^rst  time  appear- 
ed in  England  in  1773.  On  his  first  visit  to  Rane- 
lagh  with  a  party,  he  left  his  friends  aifd  picked  the 
pockets  of  the, Duke  of  L,  and  Sir  W.  of  a  con- 
siderable sum;  and  alscrtook  from  m  lady  a  watch , 
with  all  which  he  got  off  undiscovered  and  rejoined 
his  friends.  In  1775  he  visited  the  most  celebrated 
watering  places,  particularly  Brighton,  and  being 
supposed  a  gentleman,  of  fortune  and  fam^ily^  was 
poticed  by  persons  of  the  first  distinction.  On  his 
return  to  London  he  formed  a  connection  with  one 
Lowe,  and  became  a  more  daring  pickpocket^  He 
went  to  court  on  the  queen's  birth  day,  as  a  clergy- 
inan,  and  not  only  picked  several  pockets,,  but  found 
means  to  deprive  a  nobleman  of  \\\%  diamond  order« 
and  retired  from  the  palace  without  stispicion»    le 
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is  sSiiJ  that  this  booty  was  disposed  of  to  a  Dutch 
jew.  Count  Orlow,  the  Russian  minister,  being  in 
one  of  the  boxes  of  Drury-lane  playhouse,  was  rob- 
bed of  a  gold  snufF  bo:<  set  with  diamonds,  estimated 
to  be  worth  an  immense  sum  }  and  one  of  the  count's 
attendants  suspecting  Harrington,  seized  him,  and 
found  the^§nutF-box  in  his  possession.  He  was  exa* 
mined  by  Sir  John  Fielding ;  but  the  count,  being 
in  a  foreign  country,  was  influenced  by  motives  of 
delicacy  to  decline  a  prosecution.  Being  soon  after 
in  the  house  of  Lords,  when  an  apptal  of  an  inte- 
resting nature  was  to  come  on,  a  Mr.  G.  recognized 
his  person,  ah4 applying  to  the  deputy  usher  of  the 
black  rod,  he  was  disgracefully  turned  out.  He 
now  threatened  Mr.  G.  with  revenge,  upon  which  a 
warrant  was  granted  ro  bind  him  over  to  keep  the 
peace  5  and  as  he  could  find  no  surety  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Totliiilfields  bridewell,  where  he  remain- 
ed some  time.  On  l>eing  released  he  relumed  to  his 
old  profession,  and  was,  about  three  months  after- 
wards, detected  in  picking  the  pocket  of  a  low  wo- 
man at  Drury-lane  theatre,  for  which,  being  indicted 
and  cpnvicted  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Ke  was  sentenced 
to  three  years  hard  labour  on  the'Thames,  and  in  the 
spring  of  i777>  was  put  on  board  thehujks,  Wool- 
wich 5  but  after  sustaining  something  less  than  a 
twelvemonth's  putiishment,  he  was  a^ain  set  at  li- 
berty, in  consequence  of  his  good  behaviour,  through 
the  interference  of  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Duncan 
Campbell »  the  superintendants  of  the  convicts.  A 
few  days  after  his  release  he  went  to  St.  Sepulch'-i's 
church,  when  Dr.  Mylnc  was  to  preach  a  sermon  for 
the  benefit  of  the  society  for  the  recovery  of  persons 
apparently  drowned.  William  Payne,  a  constable, 
saw  him  pat  his  hand  into  a  lady's  pocket  in  the 
south  aisle,  and  presently  atter  followed  blm  out  of 
B  3  the 
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the  church,  and  took  him  into  custody  near  the  end 
of  Cock-lane,  upon  Snow  hill.  Having  taken  the 
prisoner  to  St.  Sepulchre's  watch-house,  and  found 
a  gold  watch,  and  sorae  other  articles,  in  his  posses- 
sit>n,  Payne  retnrned  to  the  church,  and  spoke  to 
the  lady  whom  he  liad  seen  the  prisoner  attempt  ta 
rob  5  she  informed  him  that  she  had  lost  nothing, 
for,  expecting  the  church  to  be  much  crowdeil,  she 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  emptying  her  pockets 
before  she  left  her  house.  Upon  Payne's  return  to 
the  watch-house,  a  gentleman  advised  that  the  pri- 
soner might  be  more  strictly  searched.  He  was  de- 
sired to  take  off  his  hat,  and,  raising  his  left  arm,  he 
cautiously  removed  his  hat  from  his  head,  when-a 
metal  watch  dropped  upon  the  floor.  He  was  now 
obliged  fo  puJl  off  the  greate>t  part  of  his  cloaths. 
He  wore  three  pair  of  breeches,  in  one  of  the  popkets 
of  w^ich  Vvas  found  a  purse,  containing  thirteen 
guineas,  and  a  bank  note  for  lol.  made  payable  to 
himself.  In  consequence  of  ai)  advertisement  in- 
serted the  next  day  in  the  newspapers,  Mrs.  Iron- 
monger catfle  to  Payne's  house,  and  described  the 
watch  she  had  lost ;  and  it  proved  to  be  that  v^'hich 
had  been  conc*ea]ed  in  Bairington's  hair,  and  drop. 
'  ped  on  the  floor  when  he  took  off  his  hat.  She  at- 
tended the  cxaminatiorwof  the  prisoner,  and  having 
sworn  that  the  watdi  produced  by  Payne  was  her 
property,  was  hound  over  to,  prosecute.  Upon  his 
trial,  Barrlngton  made  along,  an  artful,  ^nd  a  plau- 
sible defence.  He  said  that,  upon  leaving  the  church 
he  perceived  the  watch  mentioned  in  the  indictment 
lying  upon  the  grouud,  and  took  it  up,  intending 
to  advertise, it  the  next  day  j-that  he  was  followed  to 
Snow-hill  by  Payne  and^another  constable,' who  ap- 
prehended him,  and  had,  in  all  probabih'iy,  seen  him 
take  up  the  watch.  «<  I  refj^cted  (.said  he)  that 
^  ^  hovr 
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how  innocently  soever  I  might  have  obtained  the 
aiticle  in  question,  yet  it  might  cause  some  censure  j 
and  no  man  would  wonder*  considering  the  unhappy 
predicament  I  stood  in,*  that  I  should  conceal  itas . 
much  as  possible."     The  jury  having  pronounced 
the  prisoner  guilty,  he  addressed  the  court,  earnestly 
supplicating  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  enter 
into  his  ^^ajesty^s  service,  and  promising  to  di^harge 
his  trust  ^ith  fidelity  and  attention  j  or,  if  he  could 
not  be  indulged  in  that  request*  he  wished  that  his 
sentence  might  be  banishment  for  life  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions.     The  court  informed  him,  that, 
by  an  application  to  the  throne,  he  might  obtain  a 
mitigation  of  his  sentence,  if  his  case  was  attended 
by  such  circumstances  of  extenuation  as  would  jus^ 
tify  him  in  humbly  petitioning  to  he  considered  as 
an  object  o^  the  royal  favor.     He  requested  that 
the  money  aJid  bank-note  might  be  returned.    Here- 
upon the  court  observed,  that,Mn  consequence  of  bis 
conviction^  the  property  found  on  him  when  he  was 
apprehended  became  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  she- 
riifs  of  the  city  of  London,  who  had  discretionary 
power  either  to  comply  with,  or  reject,  his  request. 
He  wsLs  again  sentenced  to  labour  on  the  Thames 
for  the  space  of  five  years,  on  Tuesday  the  5th  of 
-April,  1778.     About  the  middle  of  this  year,  he 
was  accordingly  removed  to  the  hulks  at  Woolwich, 
where  having  attracted  the  i^otice  of  a  gentleman, 
%T bo  exerted  his  infiuen.ce  in  his^  favour,  he  again 
procured   his  release,  on  condition   of  bis  leaving. 
England:  to  this  Barrington  gladly  consented,  and 
was  generously  supplied  with  money -by  this  gentle- 
man. He  now  went  t^Dublin,  where  h€  was  shoi  t- 


*  Alluding  to  kift  foraier  coavlctiou. 
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ly  apprehended  for  picking  the  pocket  of  an  Irish 
nobfeman  of  his  gold  watch  and  money,  at  the  thea- 
tre," but  was  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence.  Here, 
however,  was  bis  first  display  of  elocution  ;  for,  hav- 
I'ng  received  a  serious  admonition  from  the  judge, 
he  addressed  the  court  with  considerable  anima- 
tion, and  enlarged,  with  great  ingenuity,  upon  what 
he  termed  the  force  of  prejudice,  insinuating  that 
calumny  had  followed  him  from  England  to  Ireland. 
On  his  acquittal,  however,  he  deemed  it  most  pru- 
dent to  leave  Dublin  :  he  therefore  visited  Edin- 
burgh, where  being  suspected  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
camp.* He  now  returned  to  London,  and  braving 
danger,  frequented  the  theatres,  opera  house,  pan- 
theon, &€.  but  was  at  length  taken  into  custody. 
Having  been  acquitted  for  want  of  eviilence  for  the 
charge  brought  against  him,  he  was  unexpectedly 
detained  for  having  returned  to  England  in  viola- 
tion of  the  condition  on  which  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  grant  liim  a  remission  of  his  punish  men  r, 
and  was  accordingly  confined  !n  Newgate  during 
the  remainder  of  the  time  that  he  was  originally  to 
have  served  on  the  river  Thames.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  hiscaj^ivity,  he  returned  to  his  former  prac- 
tices, but  with  greater  caution.  He  was  at  length 
apprehended  for  picking  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Le  Mc- 
sutier,  at  Brury-lane  play  house,  but  effected  his 
escape  from  the  constable ;  and  while  the  lawyers 
were  outlawing  him,  and  the  constables  endeavour- 
ing to  take  him,  he  evaded  detection  by  travelling 
in  varivjus  disguises  and  characters  through  the  nor- 
thern counties  of  the  kingdojn  :  he  visited  the  great 
towns  as  a  quack  doctor,  clergyman,  rider,  &c.  but 
was  at  last  apprehended,  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyn^, 
and  removed  to  London  by  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 
He  now  employed  counsel^  and  had  the  outlawry 
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mgamst  him  reversed  ;  was  then  tried  for  steal- 
ing Mr.l4C  Mesuj^ier's  pgrse,  ^d  aci^uitted  ia 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  tnaterial  v«itness. 
Being  once  more  enlarged,  he  hart  the  presumption 
to  visit  Dublin' agstin,  where, having  been  soon  sus- 
pected, he  withjifficulty  escaped  to  England  \  but 
shortly  after  his  arrival,  was  taken  into  custody  for 
picking  the  pocket  of  Henry  Hare  Townsend,  esq. 
For  this  he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Sept.  i,  1798, 
and  found  gwilty,  notwithstanding  he  made  an  in- 
genious defence.  On  Wednesday,  Sept.  aa,  the 
Recorder  pronounced  tlie  sentence  of  transportation 
on  him  for  seven  years,  when  Barring  ton  addressed 
the  coartin  words  to  the  following  effect : 

^*  My  lord,— I  hare  a  great  deal  io  say  in  extenu- 
-stion  for  the  cause  for  which  I  now  stand  -convicted 
at  this  bar ;  but  upon  consideration,  I  wilWnot  ar* 
rest  the  attention  of  the  honourable  court  too  long. 
Among  the  extraordinary  vicissitudes  incident  to 
haman  nature,  it  is  the  peculiar  and  unfortunate  lot 
of  some  devoted  persons,  to  have  their  best  wishes 
and  their  most  earnest  endeavours,  to  deserve  the 
good  oinnion  of  the  most  respectable  part  of  society, 
entirely  frustrated.  Whatever  they  can  say,  or 
whatever  they  may  do,  every  word  an^  its  raeaiv 
ing,  every  action  and  its  motive,  i«  represented  in  an 
unfavourable  light,  and  is  distorted  from  the  real 
intention  of  the  speaker  or  the  actor.  That  this 
has  been  my  unhappy  'fate  does  not  seem  to  stand 
in  need  of  any  confirmation.  Every  effort  to  de- 
serve well  of  mankind,  that  my  heart  bore  witness  to 
its  rectitude,  has  been  by  such  measures  as  those, 
and  consequently  has  been  rendered  abortive. 
Many  of  the  cxfcamstances  of  my  life  I  can,  with- 
out 


out  any  violation  of  truth,  declare  to  have,  there* 
tore,  happened  absolutely  in  spite  of  myself.  The 
world,  my  lord,  has  given  me  credit  for  abilities, 
indeed,  much  greater  than  I  possess,  and  therefore 
much  more  than  I  deserved,  but  I  have  never  found 
any  kind  hand  to  foster  these  abilities.  I  might  ask 
where  was  the  generoiis  and  powerful  hand  that  was 
ever  stretched  forth,  to  rescue  George  Barrington  ' 
from  infamy  ?  In  an  age  Hkc  this,  whith,  in  several 
respects,  is  so  justly  famed  for  liberal  sentiments, 
it  was  my  severe  lot,  that  no  noble-minded  gentle- 
man stepped  forward,  and  said  to  me':  <  Barrineton, 
you  are  possessed  of  talents  which  may  he^  useful  to 
society.  I  feel  for  your  situation  ;  and  as  long  as 
you  act  the  paTt  of  a  good  citizen,  I  will  be  your  pro- 
tector :  you  will  then  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
rescue  yourself  from  the  obloquy  of  your  former  con- 
duct.* Alas,  my  lord,  George  Barrington  had  never 
the  supreme  felicity  of  having  such  comfort  admi- 
nistered to  his  wounded  spirit.  As  matters  have 
unfertunarely  turned  out,  the  die  is  cast~and 
as  It  is,  I  bend  resigned  to  my  fate,  without  one 
murmur  or  complaint."  Having  thus  concluded 
his  neat  address,  rendered  more  forcible  by  his  pathe- 
tic manner,  he  left  the  bar  with  a  respectful  bow, 
and  thus  withdrew  from  public  life  in  Europe,  to  act 
a  ne*w part  in  the  new  world.  On  his  arrival  at 
Port  Jackson,  he  was  introduced  to  the  governor, 
and  appointed  superintendant'of  the  convicts  re- 
sident at  Paramatta.  His  conduct,  during  his 
exile,  has  been  such  as  to  compensate  for  ait  the 
past.  According  to  recent  accounts  he  has  be^'n  de- 
ranged in  his  mind  ;  and  it  has  been  2.ho  reported, 
that  he  is  dead.  While  in  London  he  cohabited 
with  a  woman,  who  went  by  his  name,  and  who, 

since 
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Since  his  transportation,  hascbeen  apprehended  for 
several  thefts>  as  if  desirous  of  following  him  to  Bo- 
tany Bay. 

BARTON,  J.    See  Dickenson,  E. 

BEDDINGFIELD,  ANNE,  (murderer,) 
was  the  wife  of  John  Beddingfield,  who  was  the 
son  of  respectable  parents^  at  Sternfield  in  Suffolk, 
and  to  whom  she 'was  married  at  seventeen  years  of 
age,  when  he  was  about  twenty- four:  the  young 
'  coaple  were  placed  in  a  good  farm,  which  was  care- 
fully attended  by  the  husband,  who  bore  the  cha- 
racter of  a  man  of  industry  and  integrity.  They 
had  two  children,  and  lived  apparently  happy 
for  some  time.  Richard  Ringe,  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen, was  engaged  in  the  service  of -Mr.  Bedding- 
field  $  nor  had  he  been  long  in  the  house  before  his 
mistress  became  so  enamoured  of  him,  that  her  hus- 
band was  thcM)bject  of  her  contempt.  Her  beha- 
viour to  Ringe  was  such  that  he  could  not  long 
doubt  of  her  favourable  inclinations;  nor  had  he 
virtue  to  resist  the  temptation  ;  and  they  were  so  in- 
cautious in  their 'amours,  that  four  of  the  servants 
were  occasional  witnesses  of  their  criminal  inter- 
Course. .  At  length  Mrs.  Beddingfielii,  having 
formed  the  horrid  design  or  destroying  her  husband, 
communicated  her  intention  to  Ringe,  who  hesita- 
ting at  the  dreadful  proposal,  she  promised  thnt  he 
should  share  her  fortune  as  the  reward  of  the  deed. 
\fr.  Beddingfield  happening  to 'be  indisposed^  it 
was. recommended  to  hini  to  take  a  vomit ;  but  the 
water  which  the  servant-maid  brought  him  to  drink 
proving  too  hot,  Ringe  was  directed  to  bring  some 
cold  water  to  mix  with  it ;  and  he  took^this  pppor-  , 
Cunity  of  putting  arsenic  into  the  water;  but  Bed- 
dingneld,  observin^^  a  v«hite  sediment  in  the  bason* 
would  not  drinks  though  no  suspicion  of  the  liquor 
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being  poisoned  had  otcufred  to  him.  Onthe  failure 
of  this  thejr  determined  on  another  scheme  of  dis- 
patching  the  unfortunate  objectofth<;ir  vengeance. 
Mr.  Beddingficld  having  been  selling  some  cattle  to 
another  fanner,  they  had  drank  a  sociable  gjass. to- 
gether, but  not  to  such  a  dtgree  as  to  occasion  in- 
toxication. When  Mr.  Beddingiield  came  home*  ^ 
he  found  that  hi»>wife  was  in  bed.  with  one  of  the 
maid  servants ;  on  which  he  desired  her  to  icome  to 
his  chamber,  but  tbisahe  refused,  and  mutual  recri- 
minations passed  between  them.  It^had  been  de- 
^  termined  by  Ringe  to  commit  the  murder  on  that 
night,  while  his  master  was  asleep ;  accordingly 
•  when  his.  master  was  in  bed,  he  quitted  his  own 
room,  passed  through  that  in  which  his  mistress 
slept,  and  went  to  the  bed-chambei  of  his  master. 
Observing  that  Mr.  ]^eddingfield«  was  asleep,  he 
threw  a  cord  round  his  neck  to.strangk  him  ;  but, 
being  hurt  by  the  weight  of  Ringe  Tying  across 
him,  he  struggled  so  that  they  both  irell  off  the  bed 
together.  However,  the  horrid,  deed  of  murder  was 
soon  perpetrated.  Mrs,  Beddingfield,  being  asleep 
rin  the  next  room,  ^woke  at. the  noise,,  and  in  her  n 
flight  awakened  the  servant.  At  that  instant  Ringe 
entered  the  room,  and  said,  **  I  have  done  for  him  T' 
to  which  the  wife  answered,  *'  Then  L  am  easy-*' 
The  girl  was  greatly  alarmed  ;  b.wt  cried  out*  **  mas- 
ter,*' supposing  Mr-  Beddingfield  was  pre^n^5  for 
there  was  no  light  in  the  room ;  but  Mrs.  Bedding* 
field,  commanded  her  to  be  silent,.^  Ringe  asked  the 
mistress  if  any  orfe  was  acquainted  with  what  had 
passed  besides  her  apd  the  maid  ;  on  which  the  girl 
askeM,  "  How  came  you  here,  Richard  ?"  The 
villain,  terrified  by  his  guilt,  replied,  "  I  was  forced- 
to  it.*'  He  then,  went  to  his  own  room,  ai^d  lay 
«down  },  9xid  the  mistKss  and  maid  getting  up,  the 
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bitt  was  cliarged  not  to  utter  a  syllable  of  what 
bad  passed.  Mrs.  Beddingfield  now  directed  the 
girl  to  call  Ringe»  who  seemed  offended  at  baing 
disturbed ;  but,  when  he  had  struck  »  light,,  his 
mistrcrss  told  him  to  go  into  his  master^s  room,  for 
she  was  afraid  that  he  was  indisposed.  Ringe 
obeyed  J  but,  on  his  return  said,,  with  an  air  of  sur- 
prise, that  his  master  was  dead.  By  this  time  an- 
other maidservant  got  up,  and  the  girl^,  goh)g  to 
their  master^s  room,  found  the  deceased  lying  on  his 
face,  and  observed  that  part  of  his  shirt  collar  was 
torn  off,  and  that  his  neck  was  black  and  swelled # 
A  messenger  was  instantly  dispatched  to  Mr.  Bed. 
dingfieid*s  parents,  who  proposed  to  send  for  a  sur- 
geon :  but  the  wife  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  send 
for  a  doctor,  as.  her  husband  was  already  dead.  On 
the  following  day.  the  coroner*»  jury  took  an  inqui- 
sition intojthe  cause  of  hisdeath  y  but  so  superficial 
rvz9  the  inquiry,  that  it  lastetj^only  a  few  minutes, 
and  their  determination  was,  that  he  died  a  natural 
--death /The  guilty  commerce  between  the  murderers 
became  now  more  evident  than  befbre ;  yet  so  fickle 
wa>  Mrs.  Beddingfield^s  disposition,  that  in  a  few^ 
weeks  she  began  to  despise  the  man* whom  she  had 
ftxcited  to  the  murder  of  her  husband.  The  ser- 
vant maid  was  resolved  to  discover  the  fact,  but 
postponed  her  resolution  till  she  had  received  the 
wages  for  her  quarter's  service.  When  her  mistress 
had  paid  her,  bhe  went  to  her  parents,  and  disco- 
vered ail  she  knew  of  the  matter:  on  which  a  war- 
rant was.issued  for  apprehending  the  muiderers.  As 
they  had  an  idea  of  what  was  going  forward,  they 
attempted  to  bribe  the  girl's  niother  to  secrecy,  who 
^-ejected  their  offers  :  on  which  Mrs.  Bcdding(?eld 
made  her  escape,  but  was  ^apprehended  at  the  end 
ot  two  das5»  Ringe,  however,  seemefl  to  disdain  to 
r  consult 
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consult  his  own  safety,  and  remained  In  the  house : 
after  he  was  committed  to  prison,  he  confessed 
that  he  had  deemed  himself  a  dead  man  from  th* 
time  of  his  perpetrating  the  murder.  At  the  Lent 
assizes  in  ly^Zi  the  prisoners  were  brought  to  trial, 
when  the  surgeon  and  coroner  were  examined  as  to 
what  fell  within  their  knowledge.  The  former 
confessed  that  he  saw  evident  marks  of  violence  on 
the  body  ;  and  being  asked  how  he  could  depose 
before  the  coroner,  thnt  Mr.  Beddingfield  had  died 
a  natural  death,  he  replied,  that  he  did  not  think 
much  about  it!  !  !  Several  unguarded  expressions  of 
Mrs.  Beddingfield  having  been  sworn  to  by  thtj  wit- 
nesses, particularly  that  she  had  said,  **  She  knew 
spmehody  would  soon  die,,"—**  That  she  should 
want  mourning  ear-rings  very  soon,""  &c.  and  the 
prisoners  having  nothing  to  alledge  in  extenuation 
of  their  crime,  they  were  both  capitally  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  die.  After  conviction,  as  well  as 
before,  Ringe  freely  confessed  his  guilt ;  but  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  anxiety  at  the  thought  of  being 
dissected.  Mrs.  Beddingfield  refused  fo  make  any 
confession  till  the  day  before  her  death.  The  were 
placed  in  one  sledge  on  the  morning  of  execution, 
and  conveyed  to  a  place  near  Ipswich,  called  Rush- 
more,  where  Ringe  made  a  pathetic  address  to  the 
surrounding  multitude,  advising  young  people  to  be 
warned  by  his  fate,  and  to  avoid  the  delusions  of 
wicked  women.  After  the  fervent  exercise  of  devo- 
tion he  was  turned  off  j  while  the  body  of  Mrs.  Bed- 
dingfield, who  had  hecniirst  strangled  at  a  stake, 
was  burned  to  ashes,  agreeable  to  the  then  practice 
respecting  women  who  were  convicted  of  the  murder 
of  their  husbands.     They  suffered  April  8,  176^. 

BELLAMY,  EDWARD,  vhouse-breaker,) 
was  a  native  of  London,  and  served  his  time  to  9. 
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taylors  but  his  apprenticeship  was  no  sooner  ex- 
pired, than  he  associated  with  some  women  of  ill 
fame,  and  became  a  thief  to  support  their  extra- 
vagance. His  commencement  in  this  arc  was  with 
«  number  of  younr::  pickpockttSj  and  he  soon  be* 
came  an  adept  in  the  pro^e^s-on.  From  this  busi- 
ness they  adv^^nc«rd  a  step  further.  They  used  to 
go,  three  or  four  in  company,  to  the  shops  of  silver- 
smiths in 'the  evening,  and  while  one  of  them 
cheapened  somt  article  of  small  value,  his  compa- 
nions Uiied  to  secrete  something  of  greater.  It  was 
likewise  a  piactice  with  them  to  walk  the  streets  at 
night,  and  forcing  up  the  windows  of  shops  with  a 
chissel,  run  off  with  any  property  that  lay  within 
their  reach.  This  was  commonly  done  so  suddenly 
that  the  thieves  got  oS  with  the  effects  before  the 
shop-keepers  were  prepared  to  follow  them.  Bel- 
lamy played  his  part  with  so  much  dexterity,  that 
he  was  looked  upon  as  leader  of  the  gang :  after 
three  years  practice  at  this  infamous  business,  he 
forged  a  note,  (forgery  being  not  then  a  capital  of- 
fence,} by  which  he  defrauded  a  linen-draper  of 
nioney  to  a  considerable  amount.  Being  taken 
into  custody  for  this,  be  was  lodged  in  Newgate  j 
but  discharged  without  being  brought  to  trial,  his 
fri^ids  having  found  means  to  accommodate  the 
matter  with  the  ii»jured  party.  In  a  short  time  after 
be  left  Newgate,  he  made  connections  with  Jonathan 
Wild,  and  by  a  frequent  attendance  at  his  office, 
dived  so  far  into  the  mysteries  of  his  profession, 
and  was  so  convinced  of  the  great  profit  that  at- 
tended it,  that  he  formed  an  idea  of  engaging  in  the 
same  business  on  his  own  account.  At  this  time 
Wild  used  frequently  to  borrow  money  of  a  Mr, 
Wildgoose,  who  kept  an  inn  at  Smithfield :  and  Bel- 
F  %  lamy 
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lamy  wisliing  to  become  acquainted  mth  t  mnH 
whom  he  tliought  he  could  make  subservient  to  hit 
interest)  applied  to  Jonathan  to  recommend  him  to 
WHdgoo'se ;  but  this  the  famous  thief-taker  abso- 
lutely refused ;  on  which  Bellamy  determined  to 
tajce  his  revenge  on  Wild.  Having  often  gon«  fviftla 
messages  and  notes  from  Jonathan  to  Wildgoose* 
and  being  well-acqnamted  with  the  hand-writing  of 
the  former,  he  forged  a  <lraught  on  the  latter  £oc 
fen  guineas;  which  Wild  goose  paid  without  hesita- 
tion }  as  soon  as  Bellamy  had  got  the  money  he  - 
omitted  to  pay  his  usual  visits  at  WildVs  office.  ^ 
few  days  after  this.  Wild  went  to  his  acquaintance 
-to  borrow  some  money,  when  Wildgoose  told  him  he 
had  paid  hit  draught  for  the  above-mentioned  sum* 
and  producing  tlie  note,  Jonathan  could  not  be  cer« 
tahi  that  it  viras  not  his  own  hand-wfiiing,  (ytherwise 
tlian  by  recollecting  that  he  had  never  given  suck  a 
draught.  Wildgoose  was  unacquainted  with  Bel- 
lamy **<  name ;  but,  by  the  description  of  his  person^ 
Jonathan  soon  found  who  had  committed  the  foi*« 
gery  \  on  wlpch  he  ordered  his  myrmidons  to  be  care^ 
lul  to  apprehend  the  offender.  Bellamy  having 
.been  taken  in  a  lodging  in  White -friars,  Jonathan'** 
men  sent  word  to  &ei^master  that  they  had  hjp  ia 
custody,  and  begged  he  would  come'^nd  give  orders 
how  they  should  dispose  of  him  :  but,  in  the  interim 
Bellamy,  who  expected  no  mercy  from  the  old  thidf^ 
taker,  seizes  the  advantage  of  the  casual  absence  of 
his  attendance- from  the  room,  fixed  a  rope  to  the 
bar  of  the  window,  and  let  himself  into  the  sti*eet« 
though  the  room  was  three  stories  high.  He  now 
entertained  thoughts  of  accommodating  the  affair 
with  Wild,  imagining  he  should  be  treated  with  the . 
utmost  sererity  if  he  should  be  re^appreliended : 
but  before  he  had  proceeded  in  this  negotiatioQ« 
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Wild*s  men  seized 'him  at  a  gtn-»hop  in  Chanceiy- 
lane,  and  sent  to  their  master  for  insrructions  how  to 
act.  To  thki  message  Jonathan  returned  an  answer 
that  they  might  give  him  his  liberty,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  he  should  come  totheofiice»  and  adjust  the 
business  with  himselK  Hereupon  Bellamy  was  dis' 
charged  :  knowing  how  dangerous  it  wonld  be 
to  a^ront  Wild,  he  went  the  following  morning'to  a 
public  house  In  the  Old  fiailey»  where  he  sent  for 
Jonathan  to  breakfa>t  with  him  :  and  the  latter  send- 
ing for  Wildgoose,  Bellamy  gave  him  a  note  for  the 
money  received,  and  no  farther  sttps  were  taken  in 
the  aflfair.  As  soon  as  this  business  was  adjusted, 
Bellamy  renewed  his  formtr  plan  of  making  depre- 
dations on  the  public,  and  committed  an  immense 
number  of  robberies.  During  one  of  his  rambles, 
near  the  Royal  Exchange,  he  fell  into  company  with 
a  kidnapper,  who  obtained  an  infamous  subsistence 
by  enticing  distressed  young  people  to  go  abroad, 
vnder  pretence  that  they  would  he  there  well  provided 
for.  Bellamy  thinking  this  fellow,  a  proper  subject 
to  employ  his  genius,  pretended  that. he  was  out  of 
employment,  and  ambitious  of  visiting  America* 
Tlv?  kidnapper  represented  America  as  the  country 
where  industry  and  merit  could  not  fail  of  success^ 
even  to  the  attainment  of  an  ample  fortune  j  he  as- 
sured him  he  had  helpet)  many  young  people  to 
places,  who  were  out  of  employment,  who  after- 
awards  became  so  rich  as  to  keep  their  carriages. 
He  declared  himself  no  mean,  time  serving  wretch, 
who  took  money  for  these  things  $  all  his  view  was 
to'  be  of  service  ro  the  di^tressed.— In  this  instance 
the  kidnapper  intend tM  to  gull  the  thief,  and  the 
thief  to  take  in  the  kidnapper.  Bellamy  having 
lived  some  time  at  the  expence  of  his  new  acquaint- 
an^^  tbe  day  at  length  ariived  when  his  indentures 
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were  to  be  fiigoed»  as  the  ship  in  which  hetrA<« 
embark  was  on  the  point  of  &ailisg«  ^  There  fvere 
other  young  feUows  who  were  to  be  bouad  $  and 
when  they  came  to  the  niagj9tFate*s,  the  kidiia|iper 
recoUected  that  he  had  ieft  some  papers  behind  moi ; 
mod  desired  Bellamy  to  go  back  for  them.  Hedkl 
as  directed  ;  and  told  the  nuin*s  wife  that  her  hos* 
band  wanted  two  guineas  to  pay  the  cxpence  of  in- 
dentaring  the  people  who  were  with  him.  The 
woman  readily  delivered  the  moneys  with  w4iich  BA- 
kmy  decamped^  and  the  kidnfipper  saw  no  move  df 
him.  The  robberies  committed  by  Btllamy  aad 
his  gang  were  inaumerabley  and  attended  ^^  ra- 
riotts  success.  One  time  they  broke  the  sash  of  si 
ailversmith*i!  shop  in  Russel  court,  Drury-lane,  whoa 
a  person  who  lay  under  the  compter<»  fired  a  biaa- 
derbuss  at  them,  ^hich  obliged  them  t>o  decariij» 
without  their  booty.  This  attempt  failing,  they 
went  to  t^e  houseof  another  silversmith,  which  the|r 
broke  open,  and  finding  the  servant-maid  sitting  «p 
for  her  master,  they  territied  her  into  silence,  and 
carried  off  effects  to  a  large  amount.  Not  Jong  af^ 
ter  this  robbery  they  broke  open. the  shop  of  a  grocer 
near  Shoreditch,  in  the  ejcpectation  of  finding  cash 
to  a  great  amount :  but  tbe  proprietor  having  ^w> 
vtousiy  secured  it,  they  got  only  abou^  ten  poundt 
of  tea,  and  the  loose  money  in  the  till.  Their  seat 
attempt  was  at  the  house  of  a  bonier  in  Widegate- 
ali«y,  from  whose  shop  they  carried  off  some  goods 
of  value,  which,  they  ^old  to  the  Jew?  on  the  tollow> 
ing  d^y.  Bellamy  and  some  of  his  fraternity  made 
an  attempt  to  break  open  the  shop  of  a  linen-draper, 
in  Bishopsgate-^street,  on  a  Suudiy  evening;  when 
a  woman  v^'ho  had  watched  their  motions,  knocked 
at  the  door  just  as  they  had  ejected  an  entrance  : 
i^hich obliged  them  tc  decamp  with  the  utmost  pee. 

cipilatioa 


-BELLAMY.  55 

'  ctpTtation.  Ou  the  name  night- they  attempted  to 
break  into  a  toy  shop,  in  SwHhin**- alley,  Cornhill; 
and  had  wrenched  the  bars  from  the  window>  when 
the  shutters  suddenly  falling,  the  family  were  alarm-  \ 
cd,  and  their  scheme  frustrated.  Notwithstanding 
this,  as  soon  as  the  neighbourhood  was  quiet,  they 
went  back  to  the  same  alley,  and  broke  open  the 
house  of  a  shoemaker^  whence  they  stole  a  great 
quantity  of  shoes,  anjj  plate  to  a  large  amount^ 
which  they  dispostd  of  to  Jews  on  the  following  day. 
Having  another  night  broken  open  the  shop  of  a 
barber  in  George  yard,  Lombard-street,  where  they 
found  very  Httle  that  they  thought  worth  their  no- 
tice, they  carried  off  all  the  wigs  i  but  not  being 
able  to  sell  them  to  any  advantage,  they  took  them 
to  the  KingV  Bench,  and  gave  them  away  to  the 
debtors.  3oou  aherwanis  they  broke  into  a  shbe- 
Hiaker*s  shop  in  Eastcheapy  and  stole  a  number  of 
fthoes^  which  thty  packed  up  in  a  bag  ;  bu(a  watch- 
roan  observing  them,  they  dropped  their  ill-gotten 
prize,  knocked  him  down,  and  e (Tected  their  e^ape. 
From  the  shop  of  a  silversmith  in  Bride-iane  they , 
carried  off  plate  to  the  amount  of  fifiy  pounds  $ 
and  from  the  house  of  a  haberdasher  in  Bishopseue 
street,  a  ioad  of  various  articles,  the  whole'of  wflffh 
they  disposed  of  to  Jews.  On  another  occaston^ 
they  broke  open  a  tea-shdp  near  Gray*s  Inn -lane  } 
havmg  lemoved  the  shutters,  by  cutting  away  part 
of  them  with  chUstls,  they  were  going  to  fiftupthe 
s*sh,  VI  hen  a  person  from  within  hearing  them,  cried 
out,  thieves!  on  which  they  ran  oiF  without  their 
booty.  Having  broken  into  a  tea-warehousenear 
Aldgatc,  they  had  packed  up  a  valuable  parcel  of 
goods,  when  the  maid  servant  came  down  stairs,  un- 
dressed, and  without  a  candle.  She  went  into  the 
yard,  and  iocn  returned,  without  knowing  that  they 
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were  in  the  house  5  but  when  she  c^me  into  the 
bhop,  Bellamy  seized  her,  and  obliged  her  to  lie  on 
tht  floor^  while  they  went  oflf  with  their  booty.  The 
same  ni^ht  they  broke  open  the  shop  of  a  mefccr  in 
Bishopsgate  street,  wheuce  they  carried  oflF  goods  to 
a  large  amount.  The  next  robbery  was  at  the 
house  oF  a  grocer  in  Thames-street;  the  watchman 
passing  by  as  they,  were  packing  up  their  booty,  Bel- 
lamy seized  hiin,  and  obliged  him  to  put  our  his 
candle,  to  prevent  any  alarm  being  given.  Having 
kept  him  lillihey  were  ready  to  go  off  with  their 
plunder,  they  took  him  to  the  side  of  the  Thames, 
and  threatened  to  tluow  him  in,  if  he  would  not 
throw  in  his  lanthorn  and  staff.  The  poor  man  was 
obliged  to  comply  with  their  injunctions.  Soon 
after  this  they  siyle  a  lari  c  sum  oi  money  and  a 
quantity  of  good^  from  the  house  of  a  grocer, 
which  they  broke  open  in  Aldersgate -street.  A 
neighbour  saw  this  robbery  fiom  his  window,  hut 
wa?i  too  much  frightened  to  take -any  measures  for 
the  detection  of  the  villains.  Their  next  exploit 
was  at  ap  old  clothes-shop,  kept  by  a  woman  in 
Shadwell,  whencvs  they  carried  off  every  valuable  ar- 
ticle. After  this  they  robbed  the  shop  of  a  hosier 
in  Coleman-stieet,  and  took  away  goods  to  the 
amount  of  seventy  pounds,  which  the  thieves  divided 
into  shaies,  and  sold  them  to  ^their  old  acquaintance 
the  Jews.  They  were  disappointed  in  their  next  at- 
tempt, which  was  to  break  open  the  house  of  a 
liqen  draper  in  Westminster:  tor  .some  people  com 
ing  up  before  the)  hadcompleated  their  operations,  . 
they  were  obliged  to  decamp  with  precipitation. 
The  next  evening,  observing  the  door  of  a  shop 
shut  in  St.  Clement's  church  yard,  thev  made  it  fast 
with  a  cord  on  the  outNiUe,  and  throwing  up  the 
«Mlt,  stole  a  very^large  number  of  silk  handker- 
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cblefs,  while  avrontftn  m  the  shop  made  many  fruit- 
less atti:inpts  to  open  the  door>     They  also  stote  a 
variety  of  plate,  wearing- apparel  and  other  cffectSy 
the  same  night,  from  two  houses  in  Holbom.  Soon 
after  this  they  stole  goodb  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
pounds,  from   a  house  which  they  broke  open  in 
Red  Lion  street:  and  breaking  open  another  the 
'  same  night  in  Full wood*s- rents,  obtained  about  an 
.  equal  booty.    While  thus  preying  upon  the  public 
they  became  acquainted  with  an  old  woman,  who^ 
liad  opened  an  office  near  Leicester- fields,  for  the"^ 
reception  of  stolen  goods,  something  -on  the  plan  of 
that  of  Jonathan  Wild.    To  this  woman  Bcllamv 
and  his  companions  used  to  sell  much  of  their  ill-.^ 
gotten  effects  3  but  she   having,   cn|  one  occasioHf 
given  a  smaller  price  than  tlVey  expected,  Bellamy 
determined  on  a  plan  of  revenge  ^  in  purtiuance  of 
which  he  went  to  her  office  with  k  small  quantity  of 
stolen  plate;  and  while  she  was  gone  with  it  to  a 
silversmith,  he  broke  open  her  drawers,  and  carried 
oflF  her  cash  to  a  large  amount.     His  next  adven- 
tures were  the  breaking  a  house  in  Petticoat  lane  } 
and  another  in  Grocer  Valley  in  the  Poultry,  at 
both  of  which  places  he  made  large  prizes.     Soon 
afterwards  he  stopped  a  man  near  Houndsditch,  and. 
lobbed  him  of  his  money.     He  now  became  so  no^ 
torious,  that  a  rewai'd  of  one  hundred  pounds  was 
offered  for  the  apprehending  him ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  taken,  near  the  seveii  Dials,  the  day 
after  he  had  robbed  a  shop  in  Monmouth-street,  and 
committed  to  Newgate,    For  this  last  offence  he  was 
tried,  convicted,  and  received  sentence  of  death. 
From  the  time  of  conviction  till  the  arrival  oC  the 
warrant  for  his  execution,  he  affected  a  chearfulnest 
of  behaviour,  and  said  that  he  would  be  hanged  hi 
his  shroud  i  but  the  certainty  that  he  should  suffer^ 
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and  the  sicht  of  his  coffin,  excited  more  ^erious  idens 
in  his  mind  :  and  he   received  the  sacraincut  a. few 
days- before  his  death,  with  evident  marks  of  repeii-' 
tance  for  the  m^vny  crime?  of  which  he  had  been 
gviilty.     He  suffered  at  Tyburn,  March  17,  1718. 

B>^:RGHEN,  MICHAEL  van,  BERGHEN. 
CATHERINE  V^N.  (murderers,)  man  and 
wife,  and  natives  of  Holland,  who,  having  settled 
in  England,  kept  a  public  house  near  East  Smith- 
field,  in  1700,  where  Geiranl  Dromcllus  who  wa** 
likewise  tried,  and,  found  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Ohvcr  N*  rris,  acted  as  their  servant.  Mr. 
Norris  was  a  country  gentleman,  who  lodged  at  ati 
inn  near  Aldgaie,  and  who  went  into  the  house  of 
Van  Berghen,  aboTit  eigh^  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and  continued  to  drink  there  till  about  eleven. 
Finding  ijiinsclt  rather  intoxicated,  he  desired  the 
maid-i>ervant  to  call  a  coach. to  carry  him  home* 
As  she  ^as  going  to  do  so,  her  mistress  whispered 
her,  and  bid  her  return  in  a  little  time,  and  say  that 
a  coach  was  not  to  be  procured.  These  directions 
being  observed,  Norris,  on  the  maid's  return,  re- 
solved to  go  without  a  coach,  and  accordingly  took. 
hU  ie  ive  of  the  family  ;  but  ^e  had  not  gone  far 
before  he  di.  covered  that  he  had  been  ro)>btd  of  a 
piir>c  ctJtitaining  -^  sum  of  money;  whereupon  he 
feruintfd  and  charged  Van  Berghen  and  his  wife 
with  Ivivuif  btcn  g^Mlry  of  the  robbery.  This  they 
pot^tivtJy  dtif^ied,  and  thieatencd  to  turn  him  out  of 
the  house;  biK  liercttt  cd  to  go,  and  resolutely  went 
iiuo  a  looin  whtfc  tliC  cloth  was  laid  for  supper. 
At  thifi  tjnie  Dromctiii  entered  the  room,  and  tre?.t- 
in  1  Mr*  Norris  in  a  t.  ivaUcr  manner,  the  latter  re- 
.'•ciucd  rKe  io^ull,  and  4t  kngih  a  quarrel  ensued. 
At  this  j unci uje,  V-ni  Kcrehen  seized  a  poker,  with 
wUlcU  he  fractured  Mr.  N orris's  s^iutli.  and  in  the 
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mean  time  Dromellus  stabbed  him  In  differeht  parts 
of  the  bodyj  Mrs.  Van  Kerghcn  bt'wg  present  dur- 
ing the  perpetration  of  the  honid  act.  When  Mr. 
Nortis  was  dead,  they  stripped  him  of  his  coat, 
waistcoat,  hat,  wig.  Sec.  and  then  Van  Berghtn  and 
I>roiPeiii)s  carried  the  body,  and  threw  it  intt^  a 
dttch  which  coinmunicated  with  the  Thames:  and  , 
in  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Van  Bcrghea.  washed  the 
blood  ot  the  dt.Tea.>ed  from  the  floor  of  the  room. 
The  clothe'*,  which  had  been  stripped  from  the  de- 
ceased, were  put  up  in  a  hamper,  and  committed  to 
the  care  of  Dromelius,  who  took  a  boat,  and  carried 
them  over  to  Rothcrbithe,  where  he  employed  the 
waterman  to  carry  the  hamperto  lodgings  which  he 
llad  taken,  and  in  which  he  proposed  to  remain  un- 
til he  could  find  a  favourable  opportunity  of  em- 
^rking  for  Holland.  The  next  moinin^,  at  lovf 
watef,  the  body  of  a  gentleman^  wa^  foumi,  and  sc- 
¥erat  of  the  neighbours  went  to  take  a  view  of  it, 
and 'endeavoured,  to  try  if  they  could  trace  any 
Mood  to  the  place  where  the  murder  might  have 
teen  committed  j  but  not  succeeding  in  this,  t.omc 
of  them,  who  were  up  at  a  very  early  hour,  recol- 
lected that  they  had  seen  Van  Berghen  and  Drome- 
lius coming  almost  from  the  spot  where  the  body 
was  found  j  and  remarked  that  a  light  had  been 
earritd  bacic wards  and  forwards  in  Van  ;^trghew's 
louse*  Upoa  thi>  the  house  was  searched  j  but  no 
dihcovcrv  was  made,  except  that  a  little  blood  was 
found  behind  the  door  of  a  rocjm,  which  i^ppearcd  iq 
have  been  lately  mopped.  EncjjSty  was  madt  i^fter 
Drome ims  )  but  Van  Berghcii  and  bis  wife  wouid 
give  no  otlier  account  than  (h.si  he  had  Itft  their 
service;  on  which  they  were  uktn  into  custody,,  . 
with  the  servant  maid,  who  wa^  rhe  principal  evi- 
dence against  them.     At  this  time  the  watermin 
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who  had  earned  Droraellus  to  Rotherhithe^  and. 
^ho  knew  him  very  well,  appeared,  and  he  was  like. 
wise  taken  into  custody.     The  prisoners  were  tried 
by  a  jury  of  half  Englishmen  and  half  foreigners, 
to  whom  aJIwhe  circumstances  above-mentioned  ap« 
'  peared  so  stpiilng;,  that  they  did  not  hesitate  to  find 
th^  prisoners  "guilty,  and  accordingly  they  received 
s^tence  of  death.     After   condemnation^  and  z 
short  time  before  the  day  of  execution,  Dromelius 
•  asapred  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  thaf  the  murder 
Iv'a^cpi^mittcd  Hy  himself,  and  that  It  was  preceded 
.and  followed  by  these  circumstances,  viz.  Mr.  Nor- 
ris  being  Very  much  Ito  liquor,  and  desirous  of  go-^ 
ing  to  his  inn,  Mr.  Van  Berghen  directed  biin  to  at-» 
tend  bira  thither }  soon  after  they  left  the  house, 
Norris  went  into  a  broken  building,  where  u$ing 
opprobrious  language  to  Drom^iius,  and  attempting 
to  draw  his  sword,  he  wrested  it  from  his  hand,  and 
stal^bed  him  with  it  in  several  places  j.  that  this  be- 
ing done,  Norris  groaned  very  much  y  and  Droine«»   - 
lius  hearing  a  watchman  coming,  a nd^^  fearing  ad i&x 
cove|[y,  drew  a  knife,  cut  his  throat,  and  thereby 
put  an  end  to  his  life.  In  answer  to  this  it  was  said, 
that  the  story  was  altogether  improbable:  for,if 
Mr.  Norris  had  been  killed  in  the  manner  aboee- 
meQtioned,  some  blood  would  have  been  found  oiv 
the  spot,  and   there  would  have  been  holes,  in  hii 
clothes  from  the  stabbing ;  neither  of  which  was 
the  case.  Still, liowever,  Dix}melius  persi>ted  in  hisi 
declaration,  with  a  view  to  save  the  life  of  his  nu^ 
tress,  with  whom  he  was  thought  to  have  liad  an 
improper  conneciion.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Berghen 
were  attf^nded  at  the  place  of  execution  by  some 
div4jie5  of  their  ovvn  country,  as  well  as  an  English 
clergyman  ;  and   desired  the  prayers  of  them  all. 
K?r.  Vau  Berghen,   unable    to  speak  intelligibly 

in 
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in  English)  conversed  in  Latin ;  a  circumstance 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  had  been 
educated  in  a  style  superior  to  the  rankot  Iffe  which 
he  had  lately  held.  He  said  that  the  murder  was 
not  committed  in  his  house,  and  that  htf  knew  no 
more  of  it,  than  that  Dtomelius  came  to  him>  while 
be  lay  inched,  informed  him  that  he  had  wouniDed 
the  gentleman,  and  begged  him  to  aid  hi>  escape } 
but  that  when  he  knew  Mr.  Norris  was  murdered, 
he  offered  money  to  some  peisonb  to  pursue  the 
murderer  j  this  circumstance,  however,  which  might 
have  been  favourable  to  him,  was  not  proved  ott 
his  trikt.  Mrs.  Van  Berghen  also  solemnly  de- 
clared, that  she  knew  nothing  of  the  murder  till 
after  it  was  perpetrated,  which  was  not  in  theit 
house  ;  that  Dromelius  coming  into  the  chamber^ 
alid  saying  he  had  murdered  the  geritlenian,  she 
went  for  the  hamper  to  hold  the  bloody  clothes,  and' 
assisted  Dromelius  in  his  escape,  a  circumstance 
which  would  not  be  deemed  criminal  in  her  coun- 
try. •  This  was,  however,  an  artful  plea  j  for,  in 
Holland,  accessaries  before  or  after  the  fact  are  ac- 
counted as  principals.  promciiu!>,  whep  at  the 
place  of  execution,  persisted  in  his  former  tale  ;  but 
desired  the  prayers  of  the  surrounding  multitude^ 
whom  he  warned  to  beware  of  the  indulgence  of 
violent  passions,  to  which  he  then  fell  an  untimely 
sacrifice.  They  suffered  near  the  Hartshorn  brew- 
house,  East  SmithBeld,  being  the  nearest  conve- 
nient spot  t9  the  place  where  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  tenth  of  July,  in  the  ytar  1700.  The 
men  were  hung  in  chains  between  Bow  and  Mile- 
end  5  but  the  womawwas  buried. 
BERRY,  THOMAS.  See  Dickenson,  E, 
BIG,  JEPTHAH,  (writek  op  threaten- 
ing LETTERS,^  was  a  native  of  $pitalfiefd:>,  who, 
,fr  having 
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having  a  brother  who  was  coachman  to  a  gentleman 
of  furcuucj  conceived  an  idea  of  supplying  his  own 
extravagancies,  by  extorting  money  from  his  bro- 
ther's master.  Calling  on  one  Peter  Salter,  he  took 
him  to  an  obNCure  public  house  near  the  Kfinories» 
where  he  developed  his  scheme,  saying  he  might  ob- 
tain an  hundred  gumeas  by  sending  a  threatening 
letter  j  but  he  wa^  at  a  loss  to  think  what  house  the 
money  should  be  sent  to  :  at  length  he  fixed  on  a 
public-house,  called  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  at  Bil- 
lingNgate,  whither  he  directed  Salter  to  go  and  wait 
till  a  poitcr  should  bring  a  letter  directed  to  John 
Harrison,  which  letter  Salter  was  to  carry  to  Big,  at 
an  alehouse  on  Fi&h-street  hill.  Agreeable  to  this 
direction  Sftlter  Waited  at  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
tilt  a  porter  brpught  a  letter^  and  spoke  to  the  land- 
lo<d  and  his  son,  who  seemed  surprised  at.  reading 
the  contents.  Guilt  is  ever  cowardly  ;  and  one  of 
them  going  out,  Salter  imagined  it  was  to  call  an 
officer  to  apprehend  him  ;  on  which  he  slipped  out 
of  the  house,  and  went  to  his  companion  on  Fish- 
5tiec:;hill.  These  associates  in  roguery  taking  a 
walk  to  Mooriields,  Big  said  he  was  undaunted  by 
this  repulse  ;  and  that  he  would  write  such  a  letter 
as  would  make  the  gentleman  tremble  i  and  he  did 
not  doubt  of  succrss.  In  consequence  of  an  agrees 
inent  between  the  parties,  another  letter  was  sent, 
prdering  the  gentleman  to  sen^i  an  hundred  guinea^ 
«nclose>i  in  a  parcel,  to  the  Black  Boy  in  Good- 
man's  Fields,  directed  to  John  Harrison.  Salter 
went  daily,  and  drank  at  this  hoiisci  where  he  bad 
hitherto  been  a  stranger,  in  expectation  of  an 
answer,  which  he  was  to  receive,  guarding  only 
against  any  artifice  that  might  be  u^ed  to  appre-. 
hend  him  While  he.was.thu8  waiting,  he  read  a|i 
adYcitiscmcnt  in  thr  newspaper,  offenng  a.  reward 


for  the  extortioner.  At  this  juncture  a  porter 
brought  a  Ittter  which  he  gave  to  the  landlord^ 
tvho  having  rea  i  it,  the  porter  ^aid,  <*  I  have  a  par- 
cel for  one  Mr.  Harrison ;  do  yuq  knnv^'  such  a 
gentleman  ?*^  The  landlord  enquired  it  any  person 
present  answered  to  that  name  j  but  Salrtr  was.  too 
much  on  his  guard  to  do  so  i  and  urlnking  his  beer 
without  any  sign  of  feai,  ht  went  to  an  alehousq 
near  Aldgate,  whrre  he  m<rt  hi^  accom|.>iice,  and 
told  him  a  scheme  was  laid  to  appithend  him. 
After  some  conference  they  adjourne<l  to  a  public 
house  near  the  re»idence  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
the  threatening  letters  had  been  sent.  Here  iiig 
sent  for  his  brother,  who  attended  i  but  sai^»  as  he 
was  obliged  to  go  out  with  his  master  he  co'uld  not 
stay  with  him.  Big  no  v  observed  th  t  his  brother 
had  complained  oi  the  peevish  disposition  of  his 
master,  and  asked  it  he  did  not  intend  to  leave  him. 
The  brother  replie<l,  that  his  master  had  been  very 
frettul  toi  some  da}>  past  >  but  added,  **  I  have, 
now  fpund  out  the  reason;  for  some  vile  rogue  has 
sent  a  threatening  let  er,  and  swears  he  will  murder 
him^  if  a  sunriot  money  is  fiot  sent  to  a  public  house 
in  Goodman\  F»tlds,'"  When  Big's  brother  was 
gone,  he  told  Salter  he  would  send  another  letter^ 
whatever  might  be  the  <  onsequcuce  j  bnt  Salter 
persuaded  him  not  to  run  the  r^k  of  a  proceeding 
which  must  be  followed  by- certain  ruin.  A  few 
days  atter  this  the  porter,  who  had  carried  the  Jttter 
and  seen  Saiter  at  both  the  public  houses,  happened 
to  meet  him,  and  suspecting  that  he  might  be  the 
extortioner,  uelivered  him  to  tlie  custody  of  a  peace 
officer,  on  which  he  accused  Big  as  the  primipa.  j 
who  was  thereupon  apprehended  and  commit' ed  to 
Newgate,  and  Salter  admitted  evidence  for  the 
crown,  Bi^,  being  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  wa< 
Q  %  con. 
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convicted  and  rectived  sentence  of  death  5  which 
sentence  rather  surprised  him,  as  he  had  no  idea 
that  the  offence  was  capital.  He  was  thought  to  be  a 
Koinan  Catiiolic,  as  he' refused  the  attendance  of  the 
Ordinary  while  he  lay  in  Newgate.  He  suffered  at 
l*ybuin,  September  19,  1729, 

BILLfNGS,    TiiOMAS.     See   Hayes,   Ca- 

BLAKE,  alias  BlUESKlK,  JOS.  (house- 
BRf-AKER,)  was  a  native  ct  Lundonj  and  was  sent 
to  school  by  his  parcnt>  for  the  space  of  six  years  } 
but  made  little  progreNS  in  learning,  having  a 
very  early  propensity  loacts  of  dishonesty.     While 

,at  school  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Wiiliain 
Blewity  who  afterwards  entered  into  Jonathan 
Wiid*s  gang,  and  became  one  of  the  most  notorious 
villains  of  the  age.  No  sooner  had  Blake  left  school, 
than  he  commenced  pickpocket,  and  had  been  in  all 

;  the  prison^  for  various  felonies  before  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age.  From  this  practice  he  turned  street- 
robber,  and  joined  with  Oaky,  Levee,  and  many 
other  rogues,  who  acted  under  the  directions  of 
Wild.  For  some  of 'the  robbeiles  they  committed 
they  were  taken  into  custody,  and  Blake  was  ad- 
mitted an  evidence  against  his  companions,  who 
vrere  convicted  }  in  con>equence  of  which  he  claimed 
his  liberty,  aad  part  of  the  reward  allowed  by  ga? 
vernment  J  but  he  was  informed  by  the  couit,  that 
he  had  no  right  to  either,  because  he  was  not  a 
voluntary  evidence j  since,  so  far  from  having  surren- 
dered, he  made  an  obstinate  resistance,  and  was 
much  wounded  before  he  was  taken  $  and  therefore 
he  must  find  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  or  be. 
transported.  Not  betng  able  to  give  the  requisite 
security,  he  was  lodged  in  WOod-street  Compter, 
where  he  remained   a^ considerable  time,  during 

which 
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which  Jonathan  Wild  ajlowed  him  three  shillingt 
"and  sixpence  a  week.  At  length  he  prevailed  on 
two  gardeners  to  be  hit  bail ;  but  the  court  at  the 
Old  Bailey  hsMtating  to  take  their  sicurity,  they 
went  before  Sir  John  Fryer,  who  took  their  recog* 
nizance  for  BlakeN  good  behaviour  for  stven  years. 
He  had  no  sooner  obtained  his  liberty  than  he  wa« 
concerned  in  several  robberies  with  Jack  Sheppard, 
and  particulariv  that  for  which  two  brothers,  Fran- 
cis and  Benjamin  Brightwell,  were  tried,  and  ho- 
nourably acquitted,  though  the  prosecutor  (John 
2*ar^iter)  s^ore  that  they  were  the  soldieis  that 
robbed  him  :  it  was,  however,  satisfactorily  proved, 
that  Francis  was  on  guard  at  the  time,  and  fitnja* 
min  at  home  at  his  lodging.  The  foot  pad  rob- 
beries and  burgriries  tommitted  by  Blake  and  hi| 
associates, were  very  numerous  j  but  the  fact  for 
which  Blake  suffered  was  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Knee- 
bone,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  account.  He 
was  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey  sessions,  in  October 
1724,  for  breaking  and  entering  thedwc}ling-hou>e 
of  William  Kneebone,  stealing  one  hundred  and 
eight  yards  of  woollen  ciuth,  value  36I.  and  other 
goods.  The  prosecutor  having  sworn  that  the 
bars  of  his  cellar  win'low  were  cut,  and  that  the  cel- 
lar-door, which  had  been  bolted  and  padlocked,  was 
broke  open,  he  ac(]ua!Uted  Jonathan  Wild  witb 
what  had  happened,  who  went  to  Blake^s  lodgings, 
with  two  oihp.r  peisonsj  but  Blukc  refusing  to  open 
the  door,  it  was  broke  open  by  Qu^ilt  Arnold,  one 
of  Wildes  men.  On  this,  he  drew  a  penknife,  and 
swore  he  would  kill  the  first  man  that  entered  }  in 
answer  to  which  Arnold  said,  **  Then  I  am  the 
first  man,  and  Mr,  Wild  is  not  far  behind,  and  if 
you  don't  deliver  your  penknife  immediately,  1  will 
chop  your  arm  oif.**  Hereupon  tht  prisoner  dro^- 
G  3  pe«l 
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ped  the  knife ;  'nd  Wild  entering,  he  vras  take* 
into  custody.  Ah  the  parties  were  conveying. him  to 
NewgatCi  they  canic  by  the  houne  of  the  prosecutor, 
on  which  Wild  said  to  the  prisoner,  "  There's  the 
ken;*'  ami  the  latter  replied,  **  Say  no  more  of 
that  Mr.  Wild,  for  I  know  I  am  a  dead  man  ;  but 
what  I  frar  is,  that  I  <hall  afterwards  be  cairied  to 
•  Surg  on's  h?ill,  aiid  anatomised  5"  to  which  Wild 
/replied,  "Ho,  IMltakc  care  to  prevent  that,  for 
^I  II  give  you  a  coffin."  William  Field,  who  was 
evidence  on  the  trial,  swore  that  the  robbery  was 
committed  by  Blake,  Sheppard,  and  himself,  and 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Assoon  as 
the  -veriiict  was  given,  the  prisoner  addressed  the 
court  in  the  folIo«ving  term^:  **  On  Wednesday 
morning  last,  Jonathan  Wild  said  to  Simon  Jacobs,* 
I  believe  you  will  not  bring  40I  this  time  :  I  wi§h 
Joe  (meaning  me^  was  in  your  case  5  I'll  do  my 
endeavour  to  bring  yuu  off  as  a  &in{>le  felon.  And 
then  turning  to  me,  he  said,  <  I  believe  you  must 
die— ril  .^end  you  a  ^ood  .book  or  two,  and  provide 
you  a  coffin,  and  you  slvall  not  be  anatomised.**-— 
Wild  was  to  have  been  an  evidence  against  this  ma- 
lefactor ;  bur  going  to  visit  him  in  the  bail  dock, 
pre^ioii<  to  his  trial,  Blake  suddenly  drew  a  clasped 
penknife,'  with  which  he  cut  Jonathan's  throaty 
which  prevented  his  giving  evidence;  but  as  the 
kcife-^^ai*  blunt,  the  wound,  thou,  h  dangerous,  did 
nof  prove  mortal. — See  Wild.  While  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  he  did  not  shew  much  concern  for 
his  calamitous  situation,  Wih.^n  asked  if  he  was 
advised  to  commit  the  vioicixe  on  Wild,  he  said. 


•  Jacobs  was  then  a  prisoi.«r>  and  afarwards 

transpoited. 
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**  No  i  but  that  a  sadden  thought  entered  his  mtnd» 
or  he  would  have  provided  a  knife,  which  would 
have  cut  off  his  head  at  once."  He  suffered'  in  a 
state  of  intoxication,  at  Tybuin,  Nov.  ii,  1713— • 

See  SHEPfARD. 

BLAKE,  DANISL»  (mvrderir,^  was  the 

son  of  a  butcher  at  Bun  well,  in  Norfolk, who  brought 
him  up  to  his  \)wn  business.  When  about  twenty 
years  old,  he  became  dissatisfied  with  his  trade,  and 
travelled  to  London  with  an  intention  of  hiring  htin« 
self  as  a  gentleman's  servant,  and  he  ha^l  been  but 
a  short  time  in  the  metropolis  when  he  was  engaged 
in  the  service  of  Lord  Dacre.  Having  contracted 
an  acquaintance  with  some  women  ot  abandoned 
character,  he  resolved  to  support  his  consequent  ex- 
penses by  robbing  his  felloiv  servants.  He  had  been 
in  the  service  of  Lord  Dacre  about  ten  weeks,  when 
he  determined  to  carry  his  iniquitous  plan  into  exe- 
cution: and  going  into  the  room  of  Mr.  Murcott» 
his  lord'ship*s  butler,  he  repeatedly  struck  him  -with 
a  poker,  and  then  taking  a  knife  from  his  pocket, 
cut  liis  throat  almost  from  ear  toear..  Having  taken 
twenty  guineas  from  the  breechen  pocket  of  the  de« 
ceased,  he  then  returned  to  his  (>ed.  He  rose  about 
seven,  and  went  to  his  usual  business ;  in  about  an 
hour  he  was  desired  to  call  Mr.  Murcottj  on  which 
he  said  he  had  afnady  called  him  two  or  three  times^ 
but  had  not  been  able  to  make  him  answer.  Lord 
Dae re*s  bell  ringing  about  nine,  the  porter  went 
into  the  chamber  of  the  deceased,  and  repeatedly 
called  him  ;  be  then  approached  the  bed,  and  ^hook 
Mr.Murc«rt,  and,  finding  him  vfill  silent  a*nd  mo- 
tionless, exclaimed,  *•*  God  biees  me  I  1  believe  he 
is  dead!**  he  then  turned  down  the  bed-clothes, 
which  the  murderer  had  thrown  ovi-r  Mr.  Mu^rcort's 
face,  and  perceiving  ihem  bloody,  he  quittea  the 
^  room 
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room  in  great  terror,  and  communicated  his  disco- 
very to  tbe  house  keeper  and  lady  Dacrc's  waiting- 
maid  )  who,  going  into  the  room,  turned  the  clothc» 
alitde  further  dovrn»  and  observed  a  knife,  which 
they  supposed  to  have  fallen  from  the  hand  of  the 
deceased  5  ar.d  atte^npting  to  move  the  body,  the 
head  inclined  backwards,  and  gav^  the  wound  a 
most  shoci^ing  appearance.  Upon  the  rest  of  jhe 
servants  being  informed  of  Mr.  Murcott's  unhappy 
death  Blake  shed  tears  in  great  abundance,  wrung 
hi*  hands,  and  appeared  to  be  affected  in  so  extra- 
vacfant  a  degree,  that  he  was  urged  to  moderate  his 
affliction,  lest  the  nobleman  and  his  lady  should  be 
alarmed.  Mr.  Murcott's  death  being  communicated 
to  Lord  Dacre,  he  sent  for  Mr.  Mariden,  clerk  to 
Sir  John  Fielding,  and  kept  him  in  the  house  three 
days,  with  the  view  of  discovering  the  perpejiatot 
of  the  horri.l  fact.  Duriijg  the  time  that  Blake  had 
been  1*0  the  service  of  Lord  Dacre.  he  was  known  to 
be  in  vtry  indigent  circumstances :  but  on  the  day ' 
after  the  murder  he  was  observed  to  discharge  seve- 
ral small  debts  5  and  hence  ar6se  a  suspicion  of  his 
guilt.  All  tbe  servants  in  the  family  having  been 
strictly  examined  in  thcpresence  oP  Lord  Dacre,  the 
porter  declared  that  he  firmly  believed  that  the  knife 
found  in  the  bed  belonged  to  Blake.  When  in  cus- 
tody, and  conducted  to  Sir  John  Fielding's  he  vo- 
luntarily  acknowledged  himself  guilty  of  the  horrid 
fact,  and  wascopmitted  to  Newgate  in  order  to  take 
his  trial  at  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey  5 
his  own  confession  being  corroborated  by  very  strong 
'  circumnantial  evidence,  he  was  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  be  executed.  While  he  was  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  his  behaviour  was  decent  and  peni- 
tential. He^  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  26th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 
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btiiary,  17^3 ;  and  his  body  wis  hung  in  chains  on 
Hounslow  Heath. 

BLANDY,  MARY,  (pai^rtcide,)  was  the 
only  daughter  of  Mr.  Francis  Blandy,  an  eminent 
attorney  at  Henley  upon  Thames,  and  town  clerk  of 
that  place.  She  had  been  edu rated  with  the  titinost 
tenderness,  and  erefy  possible  care  wa<;  taken  to 
impress  on  her  mind  sentiment*  of  virtue  and  re- 
ligion. Her  person  had  nothing  in  jt  remaikably 
engaging  j  but  she  Was  of  a  sprightly  and  affable 
dispoitition,  polite  in  mannrrs,  and  engaging  m  con- 
versation J  and. was  uncommonly  di-^tin  ;ui'>hcd  by 
her  good  sense.  She  had  read  the  best  authors  ill 
the  English  tanguage,and  had  a  memory  remaikably 
retentive  of  the  knowledge  she  h:id  acquired.  In  a 
word,  she  excelled  most  of  her  sex  in  those  accom* 
plishmet^tswhicn  are  calculated  to  grace  and  dignify 
the  female  mind.  As  her  father  was  reputed  to  btf 
rich,  a  number  of  young  gentlemen  courted  his  ac- 
quaintance, with  a  view  to  ohtain  the  heart  of  his 
daughter  $  but  of^  all  the  visitors  none  weire  more 
agreeable,  both  td  father  and  daughter,  thaii  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army  ;  and  the  former  was  never 
better  pleased  than  when  he  had  some  of  t~heni  at 
his  table.  At  the  age  of  twenty  six.  Miss  Bi mdy 
became  acquainted  with  Capt.  Win.  Henry  Cran- 
stoun,  who  was  then  about  forty-six.  He  was  the 
son  of  Lord  Cranstoun,  of  an^cient  Scotch  family, 
which  had  made  great  ailiantes,  by  inter. nan  iages 
with  the  nobility  of  ScutlanU.  Being  a  younger 
brother,  his  uncle,  Lord  Mark  Ker,  procured  hiuia 
commission  in  the  army,  which,  with  the  interest  of 
1500L  was  all  he  had  for  his  support.  This  gentle- 
man married  a  Miss  Murray,  in  Scotland,  in  the 
year  I745>  and  received  a  handsome  fortune  with 
her:  but  he  wasdefectife  in  the  great  article  of  pru- 
dence. 
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dencei  tits  wife  was  delivered  of  a  son  within  s 
year  after  the  itiarriage  $  and  about  this  period  he 
received ordeis  to  join  his  rttgiment  in  'England*  and 
was  vent  on  a  recruiting  party  to  Henley,  when  he 
became  acqiiaint(*d  with  Miss  Blandy.  Itmay.seem 
extraordinary,  and  isj  perhaps,  a  proof  of  Ci  an- 
stounVs  art,  that  he  could  ingratiate  himself  into  the 
afi'ertions  of  this  lady,  for  his  per^on  was  diminutive} 
he  was  inarked  with  the  small-pox,  his  face  wa^  in 
seams,  and  he  squinted  vtry  much :  but  he  possessed 
that  faculty  of  small  talk,  which  is  too  prevalent 
with  many  of  the  fair  sex.  Mr.  BUndy,  who  was 
acquainted  with  Lord  Mark  Ker,  was  fond  of  being 
deemed  a  man  of  state,  and  so  open  to  flattery,  that 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  rhat  a  man  of  Cran* 
stoun^s  artifice  inp^ratiated  himself  into  his  favour, 
and  obtained  permission  to  pay  his  addresses  to  the 
daughter.  Apprehending  inat  Miss  Blandy  might 
discover  that  he  had  a  wife  in  Scotland,  he  informed 
her  that  he  was  involved  in.  a  disagreeable  law  suit 
in  that  country,  with  a  young  lady  who  laimed  htm 
as  a  husband  }  and  so  sure  was  he  of  theinteiest  he 
had  obtained  in  Miss  Blandy*$  affections  that  he 
had  the  confidence  to  ask  her  if  she  loved  him  well 
enough  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  affair  She  told  him, 
that  it  htr  father  and  mother  approved  of  her  stay, 
ing  for  him,  she  had  no  objection.  Cranstoun  en- 
deavoured to  conduct  this  amour  with  all  possible 
secrecy  $  notwithstanding  which,  it'  came  ta  the 
knowledge  of  Lord  Matk  Ker,  .who  wrote  to  Mr. 
Blandy,  informing  him  the  captain  had  a  wife  and 
children  in  Scotland,  and  conjuring  him  to  preserve 
his  daughter  from  ruin  Alarrntd  by  this  intelli> 
gence,  Mr.  Blandy  informed  his  daughter  of  \r ;  but 
she  did  not  seem  , equally  affected,  as,  Cranstoun "s^ 
former  d<:ciaratiQn  had  p^epaced  her  to  expect  some 

»ueh 
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ttich  news;  and  when  the  old  gentleman  taxedCran* 
ttoun  with  it»  he  declared  it  was  only  an  affair  of 
gallantry^  from  which  he  should  have  no  difficulty 
to  free  himself.  Mrs.  Blandy  appears  tO  have  been 
under  as  great  a  dtgrce  of  infatuation  as  her  daugh- 
ter ;  for  she  forbore  ail  farther  enquiry,  on  the  cap- 
tain's bare  assurance  that  the  repoft  of  his  marriage 
was  fahe.  Cranstoun,  however,  could  not  be  equaHy 
easys  he  saw  the  necessity  of  devising  some  scheme 
to  get.hisfirst  marriage  annulled,  or  of  bidding  adieu 
to  ail  the  gratifications  he  could  promise  himself  by 
a  second.  After  revolving  various  schemes  in  hit 
mind,  he  at  length  wrote  to  his  wife,  requesting  her 
to  disown  him  for  a  husband  $  observing  that» 
•*  having  no  other  wiy  of  rising  to  preferment  but 
in  the  army,  be  had  but  little  ground  to  expect  ad- 
vancement  there,  while  it  was  known  he  was  incnm* 
bcred  with  a  wife  and  family  ;  but  could  he  onc^ 

S ass  for  a  single  man,  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  of 
eing  quickly  preferred ;  which  would  procure  him 
a  suiiiciency  to  maintain  her,  as  well  as  himself,  in 
a  genteeler  manner  than  now  he  was  able  to  d^.  All 
therefore  (added  he}  I  have  to  request  of  you^  is, 
that  you  will  transcribe  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  let- 
ter, wherein  you  ditsown  me  for  a  husband  }  put 
your  maiden 'name  to  it,  and  send  it  by  the  post : 
ail  the  use  I  shall  make  of  it  will  be  to  procure  my 
advancement,  which  will  necessarily  include  your 
own  bene^t.*'  Mrs.  Cranstonn,  ill  as  she  had  been 
treated  by  her  husb;|nd,  .'and  little  hope  as  she  had 
of  more  generous  usage,  was,  after  repeated  letters 
had  passed,  unduced  to  give  up  her  claim,  and  at 
length  sent  him  the  requested  paper,  signed  Murray, 
which  was  her  maiden  name.  The  captain,  now 
possessed  of  this  letter,  made  some  copies  of  it,  which 
ne  sent  to  his  wife's  relations,  and  his  own  :  the  con- 
sequence 
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Hequenee  of  which  was  that  they  withdrew  the  asn 
$i  tance  they   had   afEor^H   the  lady,  which  rc« 
duced  her  to  an  extiemity  she  had  never  before  ex- 
per'terkced.     Exclusive  of  this,  he  instituted  a  suit 
petore  the  loids  of  session,  for  the  dissolution  of  thp 
marriage  ;  but   when   Mi:s.  Cranstoun  was  heardf 
and  rhe  letter?}  read,  tlie  artful  contrivance  was  seea 
through,  the  marriage  was  confirmed,  and  Cran^ 
stotin  was  adju  gfd  to  pay  the  expenses  of  th$  trials 
At  the  next  sesMons  Capt.  Cranstoun  preferred  a 
pet'tion,   iit»iring  to  he  heard  by  counsel,  on  new 
evidence  which  it  was  pretended  had  arisen  respect-r 
hig  Miss  Mujray.  This  petition,  after  some  he:»it^ 
titn,  was  heard  j  but  the  issue  was,  that  the  marriage 
was  again  confirmed,   and  Cranstouq  wai»  obliged 
to  illow  his  wife  a  separate   maintenance.     Still, 
howev.  r,  he  paid  his  addresses  to  Miss  Blandy  with 
the  same  fervency  as  before  ;  which  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mrs.  Cranstoun,  she  sent  her  the  de- 
cree of  the  court  of  session,  establishing  th^  validity 
of  the  marriage.     It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
this  would  have  CQnvinc;e»l  Miss  Blandy  of  the  er* 
roneous  path  in  which  she  whs  treading.     On  this 
occasion  she  consulted  her  mother  ;  and  Cranstou,!^ 
having  set  out  for  Scotland,  the  old  lady  advise4 
htrr  to  write  to  him,  to  know  the  truth  of  the  afiPair. 
Absurd  ar.  this  advice  was,  she  wrote  to  him 5  but, 
?oon  ahcr  the  receipt  of  her  letter,   he  returned  to 
Heriey,  when  he  had  irrpudence  enough  tp  assert 
that  the  cause  was  pot  finally  determined,  but  would 
be  referred  to  the   House  of  Loids.     Mr.  Blandy 
gave  very  Ihtle  credit  to  this  assertion  j  but  his  cre- 
dulous tA'ite  assented  at  once  to  ail  he  said,  aqd  treats 
ed  htm  with  as  much  tenderness  as  if  he  ha<)  bee^ 
her  own  son.  Mrs.  Blandy  and  her  daughter  having 
come  to  JL.ondoQ^  the  fo];mei  nant^d  49!.  to  dis- 
charge 
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charge  a  debt  she  had  contracted  uViIcnown  to  her 
husband  ;  and  Cranstoun  coming  into  the  room 
while  the  mother  and  daughter  were  weeping  orer 
their  disfresses,  he  demanded' the  rea-^on  or  Ithejr 
grief}  of  which  being  informed,  he  left  them,  and 
soon  returning  with  the  requisite  suniy  he  threw  it 
into  the  oKMady's  lap.  Charmed  by  this  apparent  ge« 
nerosity,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  squeezed  his  hand 
fervently  ?  oh  which  he  eitibfaced  her,  and  said, 
*'  Remember,  it  is  a  son  }  therefore  do  not  make 
yoHrself  uneasy ;  you  do  not  lie  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  nrie."  Of  this  debt  of  forty'  pounds,  ten 
poujids  had  been  contracted  by  the  ladies  while  in 
LopdoOy  for  expei)ses  in  consequence  of  th«ir  plea- 
sures; and  the  otherthirty  by  expensive  treats  given 
ta-Cranstoun  at  Henley,  during  Mr.  Blandy^s  ab« 
senCe.  Soon  after  this  Mrs.  Blandy  died  j  and 
Cranstoun  complaining  of  his  fear  of  being  ar- 
rested for  the  forty  pounds,  the  young  lady- bor- 
rowed that  sum,  which  she  gave  him  ;  and  made  him 
a  present  of  her  watch  ;  so  that  he  was  a  gainer  by 
his  foimer  generosity.  Mr.  Blandy  began  now  to 
evince  his  disapprobation  of  Captain  Cranstoun's 
visits:  but  he  contrived  to  have  secret  interviews 
with  the  daughter,  to  whom  be  complained  of  the" 
father's  ilUtreatment ;  insinuating  that  he  had  a  me- 
thod of  conciliating  his  esteem  ;  and  that  when  he 
arrived  in  Scotland  he  would  send  her  some  powders 
proper  for  the  purpose  ;  on  which,  to  prievent  suspi- 
cion, he  wovld  W4  fte  po^wders  to  clean  tpe  Scotch pjeL 
hies,  ]t  does  not  appear  that  the  young  iajy  had 
any  idea  that  the  powders  he  was  >o  send  her  were 
■of'  a  poisonous  nature.  She  seems  rather  to  hav^ 
been  infatuated  by  her  love ;  and  this  is*  the  only  ex- 
cuse that  can  be  inade  for  her  subsequent  conduct, 
which'  appears  otherwise  totally  inconsistent  with 
vot.  I.       '  u  that 
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that  good  sense  for  which  she  was  celthratcd.  Cran* 
•toun  >.ent  her  the  powders,  according  to  promise ; 
and  Mr.  fiiandy  heing  indisposed  on  five  Sunday 
se'nnight  before  his  death,  Susan  Gunnel,  a  maid 
servant,  made  him  some  water  gruel^  into  which  Nf  iss 
Blandy  conv  eyed  some  of  the  powder,  and  gave  it  to 
her  fathei  J  arid  repeating  this  draueht  on  the  fol- 
lo^^  ipg  day,  be  waj>  tormented  with  the  most  violent 
pains  in  his  bowels.  When  the  old  gentleman's  dis- 
order increased,  and  he  was  attended  by  a  physician, 
his  daughter  came  into  his  room,  and  falling  on  her 
knees  to  her  father,  said,  <<  Banish  me  where  you 
please ;  do  with  me  what  you  please,,  bo  yon  do  but 
TOfgive  me;  and  as  for  Cranstoun,  I  wilLnever se^  , 
him,  speak  to  him,  or  write  to  him,  asbngas  I  live.» 
if  you  will  but  forgive  me,"  In  reply  to  this,  the 
father  said,  *  I  forgive  thee,  my  dear,  and  1  hope 
God  will  forgive  i  but  thou  shouldst  have  considered 
before  thou  attemptedst  any  thing  against  thy  fa- 
ther :  th4u  shouldst  have  considered  I  was  thy  otufn 
.  fatheq.'  Miss  Blandy  now  acknowledged  that  she 
had  put  powder  in  Ijjis  grbel,  but  that  it  was  for  an 
innocent  purpose:  on  which  the  father, , turning  in 
bis  bed,  said,  "  Osuch  a  villain  !  tq  come  to  my 
house,  cat  of  the  best,  and  drink  of  the  best  my 
house  could  afford  ;  and  in  return  take  away  my  life, 
and  ruin  my  daughter.  Ol.my  dear,  rhou  must 
hate  that  man."  The  young  lady  replied,  **  Sir,, 
'every  word  you  say  is  like  a  sword  piercing^to  my 
heart;  more  severe  than  if  you  were  angry  :  I  must 
Jcjietl,  and  beg  you  will  not  curse  me."  *'  I  curse 
thee,  my  dear  I  "  rejoined  her  father  j  **  how  could^t 
thou  think*  I  would  curse  thee  ?  No,  Ibiessthee, 
and  hope  God  will  bless  thee  and  amend  thy  life. 
Do,  my  near,  go  out  of  the  room  j  Ray  no  poi  e»  lest 
tboii  khouldit  say  auy  thing  %q  thy  own  prejudice. 

6  Go 
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Go  to  thy  uncie  Stephens ;  and  take  liim  for  thy 
friend :  poor  man  I  i  am'  sorry  lor  him."  Mr, 
Blandy  dying  in  gonsecjuence  of  bis  iUnests^  it  wa9 
suspected  that  his  daughter  had  occasioned  his  death  j 
whereupon  she  was  taken. into  custody)  and  com* 
mitted  to  the  goal  at  Oxford.  She  was  tried  on  th^ 
3d  of  March,  1751,  before  Mr.  Baron  Lrgge  j  and 
after  many  witnesses  had  been  called  to  give  evi- 
dence of  her  guMt,  she  was  desired  i.o  malte  her  dc* 
fence,  which  she  did  hi  the  following  speech  : 

*<  MY    LORD, 

•*  It  is  morally  impossible  for  me  tb  lay  down  the 
hatdship!>  I  have  received — I  have  been  aspersed  in 
my  character.  In  the  i^rst  place,  it  has  been  said  X 
spoke  ill  of  my  father  j  that  1  have  cursed  him,  and 
wished  him  at  hell ;  which  is  extremely  false.  Some- 
times little  family  affairs  have  happened,  and  he  did 
not  speak  to  me  so  kind  a<  I  could  wish.  I  own  I 
am  passionate,  my  lord  ;  and  in  those^passions  some 
hasty  expressions  might  have  iJropped;  but  great 
care  has  been  taken  to  recollec|  every  vvord  I  have 
spoken  at  different  times,  and  to  apply  them  to  such 
particular  purpose  as  my  enemies  knew  would  do 
me  the  greatest  injury.  These  are  hardships,  my  ' 
lord,  such  as  yourself  must  allow  to  he  so.  It  was 
said  too,  my  lord,  that  I  endeavouscd  to  make  my 
escape.  Your  lordship  will  judge  from  the  dii'ticul- 
ties  I  laboured  undcf :  I  had  iobt  my  father  j—^I  was 
accused  ef  being  his  murderer ;  I  was  not  permit^ 
ted  to  go  near  him;  — I  was  forsaken  by  my  fiends 
— affronted  by  the  mob,  andinsulted  by  my  servants. 
Although  }  begged  to  have  the  iiSerty  to  listen  at 
the  door  tvhere  he  died,  I  was  not  allowed  it.  My 
keys  were  taken  from  me;  my  shoe  buckles  and 
garters  too— to  prevent  me  from  making  away  with 
H*  a  myself> 
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myself^  as  thongh  I  was  the  most  abandoned  crea* 
tore.  What  could  I  do,  my  lord  ?  I  verily  believe 
I  must  have  been  out  of  my  stni»es.  When  1  heard 
my  father  was  d.-ad,  I  ran  out  of  the  house,  and  over 
the  i)ridge,  and  had  nothing  on  hut  an  half  sack  and 
^  petticoats,  without  a  hoop— my  petticoats  hanging 
'about  mej — th«;  mob  gathered  about  me.  Was 
this  a  condition,  my  lord,  to  mak*  my  escape  in  ? 
A  good  woman  beyond  the  bridge,  seeing  me  in  this 
clistressj  desired  me  to  walk  in,  till  the  mob  wzs  dis- 
persed :  the  town  serjeant  was  there ;  I  begged  he 
would  take  me  under  his  protection,  to  have  sent  me 
home :  the  woman  said  it  was  not  proper,  the  mob 
was  very  great,  and  that  I  had  better  stay  a  little* 
When  I  came  home,  they  said  I  useb  the  constable 
ill.  J  was  locked  up  for  fifteen  hou;s  with  onl}^an 
old  servant  of  the  family  to  attend  me.  I  was  not 
allowed  a  maid  for  the  common  decencies  of  my  sex. 
I  was  sent  to  goal,  and  was  in  hope!)  there  at  least 
this  usage  would  have  ended;  but  was  told,  it  was 
^reported  I  was  frequently  drunk  j  that,  I  attempted 
to  make  my  escape  ;  that  I  did  not  attend  at  chapel. 
A  more  abstemious  woman,  my  lord,  I  believe,  does 
not  live.-  Upon  the  report  of  my  making  my  escape, 
the  gentleman  who  w«s  high  sheriff  last  year  (not  the 
present^  came  and  told  me,  by  order  of  the  higher 
powers,  he  mu>t  put  an  iron  on  me.  I  submitted, 
as  I  always  do,  to  the  higher  powers.  Some  time 
after  he  came  again,  and  said  he  must  put  an  hea- 
vicr,upon  mc}  which  I  have  worn,  my  lord,  till  I 
came  hither.  I  asked  the  sherift-  why  I  was  so  iron- 
ed ?  He  said,  he  did  if  by  tlje  command  of  >iomc  ' 
noble  peer,  ofKhis  hearing,  that  T  intended  malting 
my  escape.  I  tol4  them  I  never  had  any^such^ 
thought,  and  I  would  ^ear  it  with  the  other  cruel 
usage  X  had  received  on  my  character.    The  Rev. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Swinton,  the  worthy  clergyman  who  attended 
me  10  prison,  can  testify  I  was  regular  at  the  chapel, 
whenever  I  was  well)  sometimes  I  really  was  not 
able  to  come  out,  and  then  he  attended  me  in  my 
room.  They  have  likewise  published  papers  and 
depositions,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  published, 
in  order  to  represent  me  as  the  mo$t  abandoned  of 
my  sex,  and  to  prejudice  the  world  against  me.  I 
submit  myself  to  yonr  lordship,  and  to  the  worthyc 
jury.-~I  do  assure  your  lordship,  as  I  am  to  answer 
it  at  the  great  tribunal,  where  I  must  appear,  I  am 
as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn  of  the  de^th  of  my 
father.  I  would  not  endeavour  to  save  my  life,  at 
the  expense  of  truth.  I  really  thought  the  j>owder 
^n  innocent,  inoflensive  )fhing  i  and  I  gave  it  to  pro* 
cure  his  X^^^^  (meaning  towards  Cranstoun).  It  hag 
been  mentioned,  I  should  ^ay  I  was  ruined.  My 
lord,  when  a  young  wom^n  loses  her  character,  is 
itot  that  her  ruin  ?  Why  then  should  this  expres- 
sion be  construed  in  so  ^vide  a  sense  ?  Is  it  not  ruin- 
iDg  my  character  to  have  such  a  thing  laid  to  my 
pharge  ?  '  And  whatever  may  l>e  tne  event  of  this 
_  Criai,  I  am  ruined  most  effectually./* 

The  trial  lasted  eleven  hour*,  and  then  the  judge 
summed  up  the  evidence  with  the  utmost  candour^ 
mentioning  the  scandalous  bt^haviour  of  .<:ome  people 
respecting  the  ^prisoner,  in  printiuu  and  p-iblishiog 
what  theycalled  dtpo-irions  taken  httoic  rhr  coro- 
ner, relating  to  the, affair  bc'ori;  t'lem :  lo  »»hich  he 
added,  .'*  I  hope  you  have  not  seen  the»n;  but  if 
you  have,  I  must  tell  you,  «?»  yon  ire  men  ot  stnse 
and  probity,  that  you  mi'sidivtst  yourselves  of  every 
prejudice  that  can  >a rise  fiom  thence,  .ijqfd  attend 
merely  to  the  tvi'ience  that  has  been  now.|Rivtii.** 
The  jury  found  her  guilty' without  goii^  out  of 
Si   3  court. 


court.  After  conviction,  she  bchared  with  the  ut- 
most ciccenry  and  resignation..  She  was  attended  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Swinton,  from  whose  hands  she  re- 
ceived the  sacrament  on  the  day  before  her  execu- 
tion, declaring  that  she  did  not  know  there  was  any 
thing  hurtful  in  the  powders  *ihe  had  given  her  fa- 
ther.* The  night  before  her  death  she  >pentin  de- 
votion'i  and  at  nine  in  the  morning  she  left  her 
apartment,  dressed  in  a  black  bombazine,  and  hav* 
ing  her  arms  bound  with  black  ribbons.  The  cler- 
gyman attended  her  to  the  place  of  execution,  to 
«vhich  she  walked  with  the  utmost  solemnity  of  de- 
portment ;  and^  when  there,  acknowledged  her  fault 
in  administering  the  powders  to  her  father }  but  de- 
clared that,  as  she  must  6oon  appear  before  the  most 
awful  tribunal,  she  had  no  idea  of  doing  injury,  nor 
any  suspicion  that  the  powders  were  of  a  poisonous^ 
nature.  Having  ascended  some  steps  of  the  ladder, 
she  said,  **  Gentlemen,  don^t  hang  me  high,  for  the 
sake  of  decency.**  Being  desired  to  go  something 
higher,  she  turned  about  and  expressed  her  appre* 
liehsions  that  bhe  should  fall.  The  lope  being  put 
round  her  neck,  she  pulled  her  handkerchief  over 
her  face,  and  v^as  turned  off  on  holding  out  4  book 
of  devotions  which  she  had  been  reading.  The  crowd 
of  spectators  assembled  on  this  occasion  was  im- 
mense ;  and,  when  she  had  hung  the  usual  time,  sh^ 
was  cut  down,  and  the  body  being  put  into  a  hearse^ 


*  Had  Mi^s  Blandy  not  been  a  woman  of  mental 
chdowinents,  this  fweakness  might  have  been  be- 
iieved;  yet  we  must  acknowledge  that  the  artifice' 
of  a  libertine  can  impose  upon  the  most  sensible  of 
the  sex.  What  a  pjty  tliat  the  deluderdid  not  suf- 
fer insuad  Qf  the  deluded  | ^Editor* 
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was  conveyed  lo  Henley,  and  interred  with  her  pa- 
rents, at  one  o*cloclc  on  the  following  morning. 
Jhc  suffered  at  Oxford,  on  the  6th  of  April,  175*- 
Cranstoun,  the  original  contriver  of  this  horriflx 
'  murder,  having   heard  of  Miss  Blandy's  commit- 
ment to  Oxford  goal,  concealed  himself  some  time 
in   Scotland,    and  then   escaped   to    Boulogne  ,in 
France.     Meeting  there  with  Mrs.  Ross,  who  was 
distantly  related  to  his  famt}y,  he  acquainted  her 
with  his  situation,  and  begged  her  protection  :  on 
which  she  advised  him  to  change  his  name  for  her 
maiden  name   of  Dunbar.     Some  officers  in  the 
French  service,  who  were  related  to  his  wife,  hear- 
ing of  his    concealment,    vowed   revenge  if  they 
should  meet  with  him,  for  his  cruelty  to  the  un- 
happy woman  5  on  whicl;  he  fled  to  Paris,  whence 
he  wfcnt  to  Furness,  a  town  in  Flanders  where  Mrs.^ 
Ross  had  provided  a  lodging  for  his  reception.     He' 
~  had' not  been^  long  at  Furnrss,  when  he  was  seized 
with  a  severe  fit  of  illness,  which  brought  him  to  a 
degcee  of  reflection,  to  which  he  had-4>een  long  a 
stranger.    At  length,  he  ^ent  for  a  father  belonging 
.    to  an  adjacent  convent,  and  received  absolution  trom 
his  haqds,  on   declaring  himself  a  convert  to  the 
Roman  faith.     He  died  on  the  30th  of  Noveniber, 
1752,  and  the  fraternity  of  monks  and  friars  looked 
on  his  conversion  as  an  object  of  such  importance, 
that  solemn  mass  was  sung  on  the  occasion,  and  the 
body  was  followed  to  the  grave,  not  only  by  the 
ecclesiastics,  but  by  the  magistrates  of  the  town\ 
'    His  papers  were  sent  to  Scotland,  to  his  brother, 
lord  Cranstoun  t  his  clothes  were  sold  for  ^e  dis- 
charge  of  his  debts  5  and  his,  wife  came  into  posses- 
sion of  the  interest  of  his  fortune  (fifteen  hundred 
poundi.) 
^         ^  BLASTOCK. 


so  BOLTOV. 

BLASTOCK,  EDWARD.  See  Toon,  John. 
BLEVtriT,  WILLIAM.  See  Dickenson,  E.  * 
BOLTON,  JOHN,  (murderbr)  was  of  a 
good  family^  and  well  educated.  He  served  for 
som^.'tlme  in  the  arm/;  and  wai  distinguished  by  his 
gallant  behaviour }  but  dismissed  from  the  military 
line  of  life  in  consequence  of  the  peace  of  1763. 
While  in  the  army,  and  on  a  rectuiting  party  in 
Yorkshire,  he  became  acquainted  with  a  young 
lady,  who  possessing  a  moderate  estate  in  her  own 
right,  he  married  her  after  he  qi^itted  the  service^ 
and  turned  farmer.  By  this  mtrriage  he  had  six  , 
children,  some  of  wtiom  were  living  at  the  time  of. 
hi)»  death  ;  and  in  thi>'  station  he  continued  happily 
for  about  ten  years.  Near  his  place  of  residence  was 
the  village  of  Acworth,  in  which  was  a  house,' 
where  the  poor  of  several  parishes  were  maintained 
by  contract.  From  this  house,  in  the  year  1768, 
he  took  as  apprentices  a  boy  named  Emanuel 
Bowes,  and  a  girl  of  ten  years  old,  called  Elizabeth 
Rainbow.  _The  girl  grew  up  in  his  service,  and  was 
remarkable  for  her  beauty, a  circumstance  very  un- 
fortunate for  herself,  as  it  enduced  her  master  to  se- 
duce her;  when  he  found  that  the  girl  was  with 
child,  he  went  to  York  and  purchased  a  medicine, 
in  order  to  procure  an  abortion ;  which  medicine 
having  been  administered  to  the  young  woman,  she 
was  thrown  into  violent  convulsions,  but  the 
strength  of  her  constitution  effectually  combating 
the  potion,  she  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  withoMi. 
any  appearance  of  having  received  the  least  injury. 
Bolton,  alarmed,  lest  his  intercourse  with  the  girl 
should  be  known  to  his  wife  and  family,. formed  the 
•shocking  resolution  of  murdering  her  who  had  fal- 
len a  victim  to  bis  seductive  artifices:  and  on  Sun* 

day 
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day  the  list  of  August,  1774,  Mrs.  BoUon  having 
takeq  one  of  her  children  on  a  visit  to  a  lady  who 
Jtved  at  two  miles  distance  $  'and  there  being  no 
persons  in  the  house  but  Emmanuel  Bowes,  Elizabeth 
Rainbow,  and  a  child  of  six  years  old,  who  wassiclc 
in  bed,  h':  considered  this  as  the  proper  time  for 
perpetrating  the  crime  on  which  he  had  previously 
resolved.  He  therefore  sent  the  boy  to  fetch  a  cow 
^octor,  to  look  at  a  beast  that  was  presumed  to  be 
disordered.  The  boy  returned  io  about  two  hburs, 
and  finding  the  door  fast,  went  to  an  adjoining 
field,  and  put  a  horse  to  grass;  afteV  which  he 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  his  master  letting  him  in, 
told  him,  that  <<  Elizabeth  Rainbow  had  run  away, 
and  left  most  of  her  clothes  behind  her."  The  boy- 
was  surprised  at  thjs  inrelHgence,  and  some  near  > 
neighbours  said,  that  the  girl  had  not  left  the  house 
that  day;  and  a  woman,  who  had  been  to  the  house  , 
to  pay  for  milk,  declared,  that  she  had  given  the 
money  to  Rainbow,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  her 
mistress.  Mrs.  Bolton,  returning  at  seven  at  night» 
observed,  that  her  husband' appeared  to  be  verv  un- 
easy, and  inqnired  into  the  cause  of  it;  to  which 
he  only  answeied,  that  the  girl  had  gone  away,  and 
left  her  clothes  on  a  table  In  the  dining  room. 
Whether  Mrs  Bolton  was,  or  was  not,  suspicious  of 
her  husband *s  criminal  connection  with  the  girl 
pannot  be  ascertained,  but  certain  it  is^  that  a  vio- 
lent quarrel  ensued  on  this  occasion.  AbSut  ten 
days  after  this,  the  neighbours  having  suspected 
that  murder  had  been  copimitted,  upon  application 
to  a  magistrate,  «  warrant  was  granted  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Bolton.  The  latter,  having  had  some 
intimation  of  this  proceeding,  went  to  th#justice| 
and  told  him,  that  the  report  intended  to  prejudice 
htm  was  circulated  with  a  malicious  view  to  injure 
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his  chararter.  On  this  the  justice  told  Bolton  to 
attend  him  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  constable 
would  be  present;  instead  ot'  whjph /Bolton  went 
home,  and,  packing  upborne  plate,  set  off  for  York, 
whither  he  vva»  followed  by  the  constable,  who  aji- 
piehended  him,  and  carrying  him  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  he  was  lodged  in  prison.  On  the  trials 
which  came  on  at  the  en>uing  assizes,  it  appeared, 
that  wlien  Bolton  had  sent  the  boy  for  the  cow  doc- 
tor, he  to,pk  the  girl  into  the  cellar,  and  strangled 
her  with  a  cord,,  which  he  drew  round  her  neck, 
placing  a  fife  wiihin  the  cord  ^o  as  to  twist  it  to  a 
proper  tightness.  On  the  succeeding  Monday,  he 
directed  Emanuel  Bowes  to  wheel  several  bariows 
filled  with  r.ubbi>h  into  the  cellar ;  as  it  had  been 
overflowed  with  water,  which  furnished  him  with  a 
very  plausible  pretence  for  the  concealment  of  his 
guilt,  which  he  presumed  would  now  remain  undts* 
covered.  At  length  the  body  of  the  deceased  was 
found  under  the  rubbish  in  the  cellar;  and  the  coro- 
ner*s  inquest,    being  summoned  on   the  occasion, 

ave  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder:  on  which  Mr. 

olton  was  committed  to  the  castle  gf  York.  The 
evidence  on  his  trial  was  deemed. so  conclustve4  that 
the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to  find  him  guilty  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  received  sentence  of  death. 
During  his  trial,  he  behaved  wi.th  uncommon  effron- 
tery j  and  when  the  judge  had  passed  sentence  on 
him,  he  turnjed  tp  the  court,  and  declared  he  was  in- 
nocent. On  the  following  day  a  clergyman  went 
to  him,  with  a  charitkblc  view,  to  prepare  his  mind  , 
to  enable  him  to  support  himself  with  decency  in  the 
arduous  trial  he  had  to  undergo,  and  to  prepare  for 
the  awful  event  that  was  so  soon  to  await  him.— 
Still,  howevtr,  he  persisted  that  he  was  innocent  of 
the  allcdged  crime  :  and  wbenjthe  officers  of  justice 
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yKcni  the  next  morning  to  convey  him  to  the  place 
of  execution,  they  found  that,  by  hanging  him- 
self, (March  29,  1775*)  he  had  prevented  their 
design. 

BRANCH,    ELIZ. pRANCHj    MARY, 

(murderees,)  mother  and/daugluer$  the  former 
was  at  native  of  Pni lips- Norton,  in  Somersetshire^ 
and  was  distinguished  from  her  childhood  by  the 
cruelty  of  her  disposition,  T\'hich  encreased  with  her 
cncreasing  years,  and  frequently  discovered  itself 
6n  various  occasions.  Her  parents  observing  with 
regret  this  ferocity  of  temper,  told  her  that  she  would 
never  get'  a  husband  unless  «>he  changed  htr  con* 
duct*  This  seemed  for  a  while  to  have  some  in- 
fluence on  her;  and  having  been  addressed  by  a 
gentleman-farmer,  named  Branch,  a  marria'ge  took 
place  ;  -but  the  husband  soon  found  what  an  unfor- 
tunate choice  he  had  made} -for  his  wife  no  sooner 
came  into  possession  of  her  matrimonial  power,  than 
she  began  to  exercise  her  tyranny  on  her  servants, 
whom  she' treated  with  undeserved,  and  unaccount- 
able cruelty,  frequently  denying  them  the  common 
necessaries  of  life,  and  sometimes  turning  them  out 
of  doors  at  night,  in  the  midst  of  winter  ^  however, 
their  wages  in  these  /rases  were  sent  them  by  Mr. 
Branch,  who  was  as  remarkable  for  his  humanity  and 
justice,,  as  his  wife  for  the  opposite  charact<;ristics. 
Mary  Branch,  the  daughter,  was  an  exact  resem- 
blance of  her  mother  in  disposition.  Mr.  Branch 
dying,  and  leaving  an  estate  of  abbut  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  he  was  no  sooner  buried  than  all  the 
servants  quitted  the  family,  determined  not  to  live 
with  so  tyrannical  a  n^istress  j  and  her  character 
became  so  notorious,  that  she  could  obtain  no  cer- 
vants  but  poor  creatures  who  were  put  out  by  the 
pariUi>  or  casual  vagrants  who  strolled  the  countr3r; 

among 
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among  these  was  Jane  Buttersworth,  a  poor  girl  whc> 
had  been  placed  \Vith  them  by  the  parish- officers y 
and  for  the  wilful  murder  uf  whom,  the  mother  and 
daughter  were  indicted  at  the  assizes  held  at  Taun- 
ton in  SomerseUhire,  in  March  1740.  Ann  Somer^y 
the  dairy-maid,  deposed*  that  the  deceased  having 
been  sent  for  some  yeast,  and  staying  longer  than 
was  nece&sary,  excused  her<elf  to  her  0I4  mistress  on 
ber  return,  by  telling  a  lie;  on  which  the  daughter 
struck  her  violently  on  the  head  with  her  fist,  and 
pinched  her  ears«  Then  both  of  them  threw  her  on 
the  ground,  and  the  daughter  kneeled  on  her  neck, 
whife  the  mother  whipped  her  with  twigs  till  the 
blood  ran  on  the  ground,  and  the  daughter  taking 
off  one  of  the  girr$  shoes,  beat  her  with  it  in  a  cruel 
manner.  The  deceased  cried  for  mercy,  and,  after 
some  struggles,  ran  into  the  parlour,  whither  they 
followed  her,  and  beat  her  with  broomsticks  till  she 
fell  down  senseless,  after  which  the  daughter  threw 
a  pal)  of  water  on  her,  dnd  used  her  with  other  cir-> 
cnmstances  of  cruelty  too  gross  to  mention.  So- 
meis  now  went  out  to  milk  her  cows,  and  on  her  te- 
turn,  at  the  expiration  of  half  an  hour,  found  her 
roistre^s  silting  by  the  fire,  and  the  girl  Jying  dead 
on  the  floor:  but  she  observed  that  a  clean  cap  had 
been  put  on  her  head  since  she  went  out,  and  that 
the  blood  had  ran  through  it.  Saying  she  believed 
the  girlwas-dead,  the  old  mistress  gave  her  abusive 
language  :'  and  the  deceased  being  put  to  bed,  So- 
mers  was  ordered  to  lie  with  her ;  which  she  was 
obliged  to  comply  with,  in  the  fear  of  being  treated 
in  a  manner  equally  cruel.  Somers  was  not  suffered 
to  go  out  on  the  following  day  :  and  at  night  the 
body  was  privately  buried.  This  transaction,  ad- 
ded to  the  character  of  the  mistresses  having  raided 
a  suspicion  m  the  neighbourhood,  a  warrant  was  is* 
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surJ  by  the  coroner  to  take  up  tbe  bodyi  and  an 
inquot  being  made  into  the  cause  of  thegirrsdeath» 
XIr.  Sa]mon>  a  surgeon  declared  that  she  had  re- 
ceived several  wounds,  almost  any  one  of  whicti 
^ould  have  proytd  mortal.  The  defence  made  by 
the  prisoners  on  their  trial  was^  that  the  prosecution 
was  malicious }  for  that  the  dcceastrd  had  been  sub* 
ject  to  fits,  in  one  of  which  she  fe*l  down,  and  re- 
ceived the  truises' which  occasioned  her  death:  but 
bringing  no  proofs  in  support  of  this  allegation,  the 
Jury  found  them  guilty,  and  they  were  sentenced  to 
die.  After  conviction  they  entertained  great  hopes 
of  a  pardon  ;  and  presented  a  petition  to  the  judge  | 
but  ail  the  favour  they  could  obtain  was  a  respite 
for  five  weeks,  in  consideration  that  Mrs.  Branch 
might  h^e  some  temporal  affairs  to  settle.  The 
mother  appeared  for  some  time  little  concerned 
under  her  misfortunes;  but  the  daughter  larnented 
her  unhapj)y  fate,  and  begged  the  prayers  of  every 
one  whom  she  saw.  A  sermon  was  preached  to 
them  on  the  night  before  their  execution  j  which 
seemed  t^  have  a  great  effect  on  the  mother,  Niho 
now  began  seriously  to  t9kct  on  her  approaching 
eiit;  and  both  of  them  made. due  preparation  for 
death.  As  the  country  people  were  violently  en- 
raged against  them,  they  were  conducted  to  the 
place  of  execution  betwen  three  and  four  in  the 
morning,  attended  only  by  the  gaoler  and  abput 
half « dozen  people,  lest  they  should  have  been  torn 
in  pieces.  When  they  arrived  at  Ivelchester»  in 
Somersetshire,  the  gallows  had  been  previously  cnt 
dow*>,  on  which  a  carpenter  was  sent  for,  jwho  im- 
mediately put  up  another :  and  they  were  executed 
,  before  six  o'clock,  to  the  disappointment  of  thou- 
xands^  who  had  come  froin  all  parts  of  the  country, 

to 
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to  witntss  the  exit  of  two  <ttich  unworthy  character!. 
They  sufFereti  May  3,  1740. 

BRANNING,  RICHARD.  Sec  poulte*, 
John.  ' 

BRETT,  JOHN,  (forgery,)  was  the  son  of 
a  cLrgyman  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and,  having 
received  an  excellent_educ.^tioii,  obtained  an  en^ign*s 
commission  in  the  forty- ninth  regiment  of  foor,  oil 
the  Irish  establishment,  when  he  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  Hi>i  disposition  inclining  him  to  feats 
of  arms,  he  distinguisshed  himself  so  greatly  at  the 
stege  of  Ticondcrago,  that  he  was  advanced  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  and  likewise  made  acljutant  of  a  regi* 
ment.  The  regiment  being  ordered  from  America 
to  Jamaica,  was  stationed  there  some  years ;  and 
in  this  island  he  married  a  gentleman^s  daughter^ 
with  whom  he  received  a  considerable  fortune,  and 
by  whom  he  had  two  children.  The  regiment^re- 
maining  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  he  was  at  a  loss  hovr 
to  di!>pose  of  his  time,  and  thereupon  took  to  a  habit 
of  gaming,  which  incurred  tlie  censure  of  his  father- 
in-law,  who  bi^mrd  him  for  a  conduct  so  inconsis- 
tent with  the  interest  of  his  fai:nly.  Domestic  quar- 
rels ensued,  and  Brett  wished  for  an  opportunity  of 
icturning  to  Europe.  Deserters  from  the  regiments 
in  Great  Britain,  and  sometimes  persons  who  have 
been  capitally  convicted,  were  sent  to  serve  in  rcgi- 
nients  in  the  West  Indies}  and  the  officers  on  duty 
there  went  in  rotation  to  England,  to  examine  such 
persons  before  they  weie  sent  over.  It  happened  at 
this  period,  the  olficer  appointed  to  sail  to  the  port 
of  Loildon  wished  rather  to  remain  in  Ja^naica  j 
and  Brett  making  application  to  go  in  his  stead,  his 
request  was  complied  wiri'" ;  accordingly  he  sailed  in 
a  man  of  war,  which  landed  him  at  Portsmouth. 
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Going  immediately  to  Lond.on,  he  associated  with  a 
set  of  gamblers,  who  soon  stripped  him  of  his  own  , 
ifioney,  and  likewise  of  ^ome  cash  with  which  he 
was  entrusted  onbeh.iUof  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged.  Thus  distressed  by  his  imprudence,  he 
endeavoured  to  borrow  money  to  make  up»his  loss; 
but,  (ailing  in  his  a;  plications,  he  determined  on 
the  commission  of  forgery  j  whereupon  he  wrote 
the .  following  letter  to  Messrs  Frazier,  Wharton, 
and  Mullison,  merchants  in  London  : 

**    GENTLEMEN, 

««  This  goes  by  a  St.  Eustatia  vessel,  by  one  Mr. 
Richard  Horton,  a  purser  of  a  man  of  war,  whose 
bills  wpon  you,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  • 
,  guineas  sterling,  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
honour,  and  you  may  depend  that  I  shall  soon  send 
you  proper  remittances  on  that  account.  I  have  no 
more  to  add  at  present,  but  to  desire  you  will  be 
kind  enough  to  comply  with  this,  as  it  will  not  ortjy 
be  a  service  to  him,  but  to  myself  likewise:  and  ia 
ft  doing  you  will  very  much  oblige 

Your 'humble  servant, 
Walter  Pringle." 

This  letter  was  dated  from  the  West  Indies,  but 
not  writteft  in  Mr.  Pringle's  hand  5  a  circumstance 
that  gave  some  suspicion  to  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
-  it  was  directed  j  who  were  surprised  that  ^he  person 
in  whose  favour  it  was  drawn  did  not  deliver  the 
letter  himself,  but  j^ent  it  by  the  post.  It  was  there- 
fore resolved  not  to  accept  any  bills  in  consequence' 
of  the  letter.  ^  A  few  days  afterwards  ibey  received 
the  following  bill : 

,«  *«GEN- 
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«   GENTLEMEN,  MARCH    xS,   I76t« 

**  Twenty  days  after  sight  please  to  pay  to  Mr* 
William  Huggins,  or  order,  50'..  and  chirge  the 
«ame  to  the  account  of  William  Pringle,  Esq.  of 
St  Christopher^s,  merchant,  as  per  advice  you  will 
fin^  by  a^lcttcr  of  credit  in  my  favour,  by  Walter 
Piingle. 

Richard  Horton/* 

At  it  was  known  that  no  packet  had  arrived  about 
that  time  from  the  West  Indies,  little  doubt  re« 
inained  but  that  a  forgery  bad  been  committed! 
wherefore  the  merchants  determined  to  make  the 
most  cautious  enquiry.  On  the  Monday  foIlowin|^ 
a  gemleman^i  named  Huggins,  called  for  the  bill,  oti 
v^hich  Mr.  Mullison  a^ked  him  how  he  came  by  it. 
He  acknowledged  to  have  received  it,  in  his  shop^ 
of  a  person  who  would  call  again.  Hereupon  « 
peace-officer  was  employed  to  attend  at  Mr.  Hug* 
gins^s  house  i  and  two  days  afterwards  Btett  came« 
and  being  carried  before  ^ir  John  Fielding,  he  ac* 
knowledged  the  forgery,  not  only  of  the  bill,  but  of 
the  letter  of  credit :  on  which  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate.  Being  brought  to  trial,  he  pleaded 
*'  not  guilty  ;**  but  when  Mr.  ^ullison  had  sworn 
ti»  the  facts,  he  begged  leave  to  retract  hi^  former 
plea,  and  having  remarked,  that  he  had  been  ill-ad* 
vised  *  by  his  attorney,  said,  ^  I  will  not  give  the 
court  any  trouble  to  prove  the  name  Richard  Hor- 
ton  not  to  be  his  hand-writing :  I  havj:  nothing  to 

*  He  was  not  ill -advised.  Many  who  have  ac- 
knowledged ^heir  guilt  have  been  advised,  even  by 
the  judge,  to  retract  their  confession.     BDITOR. 
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say  but  to  plead  guilty."  In  consequence  hereof 
lie  received  sentence  of  death.  AiVer  conviction  he 
jbthaved  in  the  most  contrite  and  penitent  manner. 
His  father  made  all  possible  intercession  to  obtain 
the  royal  mercy  for  him,  but  in  the  mean  time  wrote 
to  him,  advising  him  to  make  proper  preparation  for 
that  jgnomiuiouk  death  which  he  bad  but  too  much 
reason  to  expect.  Great  interest  was  made  to  save 
btm,  but  in  vain.  On  the  day  of  execution  he 
vas  conveyed  to  Tyburn,  with  three  other  ixialcfac- 
torsy  one  of  whom  was  David  Morgan,  who  had 
fcetn  convicted  of  robbing  Mr.Dobbison  on  Finch- 
ley-common.  When  at  the  place  of  execution,  a 
svspite  was  brought  for  Morgan,  just  as  the  execu- 
tioner was  on  the  point  of  tying  him  up.  This 
being  received  by  the  under-shcriif,  he  went  into  the 
cart,  saying,  •*  Which  i*  M<jrgan  V*  to  which  he 
answered,  "  Mv  name  is  Morgan  T*  on  which  the 
under  sheriiFsaid,  "  Loose  him}  take  him  away." 
Morgan,  now  turning  to  Brett,  said,  *•  My  rc- 
fxrieve  is  come  i  fare  you  well:'*  and  they  took 
a  most  affectionate  leave  of  each  other,  after  which 
Brett  earnestly  continued  his  devotions  to  the  last 
moment.  Morgan**  reprieve  arose  from^the  follow- 
ing circumstance.  He  had  stopped  the  above  men- 
tioned Mr.  Dubbison  and  Mr.  Aukland  in  a  chaise, 
pobbisim  attempted  to  iire  a  biunJei  buss  at  him, 
put  it  flashed  in  the  pan.  On  this  Dobbison  begged 
his  life,  to  which  Mwg.in  replied,  **  God  foibid  I 
should  take  away  your  life  ;  you  know  what  I  want  j 
I  am  io  necessity.*'  Mr.  Aukland  said,  **  All  you 
can  desire  of  a  gentleman  is  to  ask  your  pardon  j*** 
to  which  Morgan  replied,  <*  I  do  not  desire  even 
that."  Brcu  suffered  at  Tyburn,  on  the  12th  of 
Juney  1761* 

^13  BRIAN, 
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BRAIN,  HERMAN  JOHN,  (incendiary, 
ice),  was  a  native  of  Dully,  a  village  in  the  baili- 
wick of  Morge  in  the  Canton  of  Berne  in  Switzer- 
land, where  he  was  born  about  the  year  i6S3.  He 
left  Switzerland  while  very  young,  and  went  to 
Geneva,  where  he  lived  in  tlic  service  of  a  gentle- 
min  above  four  years,  artd  then  made  the  tour  of 
Italy  with  a  person  of  fortune.  On  bis  arrival  in 
Siiglanc),  he  lived  in  several  repatable  families  for 
the  space  of  about  three  years  and  last  of  all,  for 
about  two  months,  in  tliat  of  Mr.  Persuade,  when 
being  di>charged,  in  about  two  days  after  he  broke 
open,  plundered,  and  burned  his  dwelling-house! 
for  which  he  was  brought  to  trial,  on  the  i6tb  of 
October,  1707.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  the 
liouse  was  made  fast  about  ten  at  night,  when  the 
family  wmt  to  bed }  that  Mrs.  Persuade  ha^  locked 
up  her  gold  watch,  etwee  case,  chain,  seventeen 
guineas,  &f .  that  waking  about  threv  in  the  morn- 
ing she  smelt  a  (ire,  on  which  she  left  her  chamber* 
and  found  alighted  flambeaux  in  the  passage,  which 
had  burnt  the  boards;  then  opening  a  parlour  door 
the  ftames  spread  with  such  rapidity,  that  the  family 
had  only  time  to  preserve  their  lives.  A  poor  wo- 
man going  by  at  the  time^  and  seeing  the  smoke, 
knocked  at  the  door  to  alarm  the  family,  and  at 
that  instant  saw  a  man  come  over  the  wail,  (supposed 
toJ)c  Brain,)  who  said  to  her,  **  D— n  you,  are 
you  drunk?  What  do  you  do  here,  knocking  at 
people's  doors-at  this  time?"  and  immediately  he 
went  away.  It  likewise  came  out  in  evidence, 
that  the  prisoner  had  offered  to  sell  the  etwee-case  to 
Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Acton,  goldsmiths,  for  eight- 
pounds  ;  but  they  stopped  it'  on  suspicion  that  it 
was  stolen^  and  on  enquixy,  found  to  whom  it  be- 
longed 
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longed.  The  prisoner  affeiwards  returning  to  de- 
mand it,  they  took  him  into  custody,  and  being  car- 
lied  before  a  magistrate,  and  searched,  ad<)^ger  and 
two  pistols  were  found  on  him.  It  appeared  from 
the  testimony  of  otl>er  evidence,  that  wiien  the 
prisoner  quitted  the  service  of  Mr.  Persuade,  he 
took  a  lodging  in  Soho,  but  was  not  at  home  on  the 
night  thai  the  facts  lytre  committed ;  and  at  noon 
en  the  foiloMMng  day  he  quitted  this  iodgino,  and 
took  ano^tber  in  Spita16eld8,  to  ^yhich  he  conveyed 
a  trunk,  a  box,  and  a  bundle,  which  were  found  to 
contain  part  of  Mr.  Pefsuade's  effects.  It  likewi'sc 
appeared,  that  he  had  sold  a  fowling  pi«ce  and  two 
pistols,  which  were  stolen  from  Mr.  Persuade.  On 
kis  trial  he  denied  every  thing  that  was  alledged 
agamst  him  ;  a^i^erting,  that  he  bought  all  the  goods 
of  a  stranger  $  but  as  he  adduced  nothing  like  proof 
in  support  of  this  assertion,  the  jury  found  him 
gnilty,  without  the  least  hesitation.  While  under 
sentence  of  deaths  he  steadily  denied  being  guilty  of 
the  offences  of  which  he  had  been  convicted,  and 
leder ted  on  the  prosecutor,  magistrates,  witnesses* 
and  jury;  per^sting  in  a  declaration  of  his  inno- 
cence to  the  last  moment  of  his  life ;  however,  the 
circumstances  against  him  were  so  unusually  strong, 
that  not  the  least  credit  could  be  given  to  his  decla* 
ration.  He  made  repeated  ajtffcmpts  to  escape  out 
ci  Newgate,  by  unscrewing  and  filing  off  his  h-ons ; 
btit  being  detected  herein,  he  was  properly  secured 
till  the  time  of  |iis  execution :  and  when  asked  by 
the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  how  he  couW  waste  hi« 
precious  time  in'such  fruitless  attempts,  he  answer- 
ed,  that  **  Life  was  sweet,  and  that  any  other  man 
as  well  as  himself  would  cjndeavour  to  save  it  if  he 
could."  He  suffered  in  St.  James's  street,  before 
Mr.  Fersuadf:'&  house,  on  the  z^th  of  October,  1707, 
^  and 
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and  was  aAervrards  hung-  in  chains  near  the  grafel- 
pits  at  Acton. 

BRINSDEN,  MATTHIAS,  (murderer,) 
served  his  time  to  a  Mr.  Beech,  a  cloth-drawer,  in 
Biackfriars,  whcse  successor,  Mr.  Byfield,  left  the 
business  to  Brinsden,  who  married  Bytield's  widQi^r. 
Having  buried  this  wife,  he  married  a  sef ond,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  were 
brought  up  to  work  at  his  business.  In  conse- 
quence of  a  severe  fever,  during  which  he  was  de. 
prived  of  his  sen.ses,  and  tied  down  to  his  bed«  his 
trade  entirely  failed  :  and  on  his  recovery  he  carried 
newspapers,  and  did. any  other  business  he  could  to 
support  his  family.  Going  home  about  nine  o'clock 
one  evening,  his  wife,  who  was  sitting  on  a  bed» 
suckling  a  young  child,  asked  him  what  she  should 
have  for  supper;  to  which  he  annwered,  •*  bread 
and  cheese — Can't  you  eat  that  as  well  as  the  chil- 
dren ?"  She  replied,  *'  No,  I  want  a  bit  of  meat.'* 
•*  But,'*  said  he,  **  I  have  no  money  to  buy  any." 
In  answer  to  which  she  aid*,  •*  You  know  I  have 
had  but  little  to-day  :''  and  some  farther  words  ari- 
sing between  them,  he  stabbed  her  under  the  left 
breast  with  a  knitc.  The  deed  was  no  sooner  per- 
petrated than  one  of  the  daughters  snatched  the  in- 
fant fifom  the  mother*s  breast,  and  another  cried 
out,  **0  Lord!  father,  you  have  killed  my  mo- 
ther."*' The  prisotier  now  sent  for  some  basiiicon 
and. sugar,  which  he  applied  to  the  wound-,  and 
then  made  his  escape.  A  surgeon  being  sent  for, 
found  that  the  wound  was  mortal ;  and  the  poop 
\voman  died  soon  after  he  came,  about  half  an  hour 
after  the  wound  was  given.  In  the  interim,  the 
murderer  had  retreated  to  the  hou<*e  of  Mr.  King,  a 
barber,  at  Shadwell,  whence,' on  the  following  day, 
h^  sent  a  letter  (to  one  of  his  daughters,  and  another 
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(o  a  woman  of  his  acquaintance :   and   in  const-  '] 
<)uence  of  these  letters  he  was  discovered,  taken  into    \ 
custody,   carried  before  a  magistrate,   and  commit-  *  i 
ted  to  take   his   trial   for  the   murder.     When  on     \ 
trial,  he  urged  in   his  defence,   that  his  wife  was  in    ,1 
Sinnc  degree  intoxicated,  that  she  wanted  to  go  out 
and  drink  with  her   companions,   and  that  while  he     | 
endeavoured  to  hlndtr  her,  sh< threw  her>elf  against     I 
the  knife,  and  received  an  accidental  wound.     The     •] 
evidence  again.st  him  j*as,   however,  so  clear,   that 
his  allegationN  had  no  weight,  and  he  received  sen- 
tence of  death    After  conviction  he  became  serious 
al.d•re^igned,  and  being  visited  by  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters, who  had  given  evidence  aga'inst  him,  he  took 
her  in  his  arms,   and   Said,    **  God  forgive   me,    I 
have  robbed  you  of  yrfur  mother  :   be  a  good^child» 
and  ratbrr  die   then   steal:    never  be  in  a  pa^sioni 
but  curb  your  anger,  and  honour  your  mistic"»>:  she 
will  be  as  a  father  and  mother  to  you.    Farewel,  my 
dear  child;    pray  for  your  father,  and  think  of  hina 
is  favourably  as  you  can."  On  hii  way  to  the  place 
ofexecutlbn-,  the  same  daughter  was  permitted  to  go 
into  the  cart,   to   take   her   last  farewel  ot  him  $   a 
scene  that  was  greatly  affecting  to  the  spectators. 
In  contradiction  to  some  unfavourable  reports,   he 
desired  the  ordinary  oi^  Newgate  to  read  a  declara- 
tion he  had  written,  just  before  he  waslautiched  into 
eternity,  of  which  the  following  is  an  esptract: 

"  I  was  bom  of  kind  parei>ts,  who  ;  ave'me  learn- 
ing :  I  went  apprentice  fo  a  fine- drawer.  1  had 
often  jars,  which  might  increase  a  natural  waspish- 
ness  in  my  temper.  I  fell  in  love  with  Hannah,  my 
last  wife,  and  after  much  difficulty  won  her,  she 
having  five  suitors  courting  her  at  the  same  time. 
We  had  ten  children,  (half  of  them  dead)  and  I  be- 
lieve we  lof  cd  each  other  dearly }  but  often  quar-  , 

reiled 
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relied  and  foughr.  Pray»  good  people,  mind,  I  had 
no  malice  against  her,  nor,  thought  to  kill  her  two 
minutes  before  the  deed  j  but  I  designed  only  to 
make  her  obty  me  thoroi>ghly,  which,  the  scripture 
says,  all  wives  should  do.  This  I  thought  I  had 
done,  when  I  cut  her  scull  on  Moifday,  but  she  was 
the  same  again  by  Tucs  lay.** 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1722. 
.  BROUGHTON,  THOS.  See  Despard,  E.  M. 

BROWN, .     See  PoyLTER,  J. 

BROWNRIOG,  ELIZABETH,  (murde- 
RER,)  having  been  a  servant  to  a  merchant  in  Good- 
man's Fidds,  became  the  wife  of  James  Brownrigg, 
a  plumber,  who,  after  being  seven  years  in  Green- 
wich, came  to  London;  and  took  a  bou^e  in  Flower- 
de  Luce  Court,  Fleet-street,  where  he  carried  on  a 
considerable  share  of  business,  and  had  a  little  hopse 
at  Islington,  for  an  occasional  retreat.  This  woman 
had  been  the  mother  of  sixteen  children,  and  hav^ 
ing  practiced  midwifery,  was  appointed,  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  St.  Dunstan^s  parish,  to 
fake  care  of  the  poor  women  who  were  taken  in  la- 
bour in  the  workhouse  ;  which  duty  she  performed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  her  employers,  Mnry  Mitchell, 
a  poor  girl  of  the  precinct  of  White  Friars,  was  put 
apprentice  to  Mrs.  Brownrigg  in  the  year  17655 
and  about  the  same  time,  Mary  Jones,  one  of  the 
children  of  the  Foundling  hospital,  was  likewise 
placed  vi^ith  her  in  the  same  capacity ;  and  she  h^d 
other  apprentices.  As  Mrs.  Brownrigg  received 
pregnant  women  to  lie  in  privately,  these  girls  were 
taken  with  a  view  of  saving  the  expense  of  women 
servants.  At  first,  the  poor  orphans  were  treated 
with  some  degree  of  civility  j  but  this  was  soon 
changed /for  the  mo&t  savage  barbarity.      Havaig 

laid 
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laid  Mary  Jones  acros*  two  chairs  in  the  kitchen/she 
tnrhipped  her  v  jth  such  wanton  cruelty,  that  she  was 
occasionally  obliged  to" desist  from  mere  weariness. 
This  treatment  was  frequently  repeated ;  and  Mrs. 
Brownrigg  used  to  throw  water  on  her  when  she  hid 
done  whipping  her,  and  sometimes  she  would  dip 
her  head  into  a  pail  of  water.  The  room  appointed 
for  the  girl  to  sleep  in  adjoined  to  the  passage  leading 
to  the  street-door,  and  as  she  had  received  many 
wounds  on  her  head,  shoulders,  and  various  parts  of 
her  body,  she  determined  not  to  bear  such  treatment 
any  longer,  if  she  could  effect  her  escape.  Observ- 
ing that  the  key  was  left  in  the  street  doof  when  the 
family  went  to  bed,  she  opened  the  door  cautiously 
one  morning,  and  e$cap:^d  into  the  stree\  Thus 
freed  from  her  horrid  confinement,  she  repeatedly 
enquired  her  way  to  the  Foundling-hospital  till  she 
found  it,  and  was  ao'mitted,  after  describing  in 
what  manner  she  had  been  treated,  and  shewing  the 
bruises  she  had  received.  The  child  having  been 
examined  by  a  surgeon,  who  found  her  wound^  td 
be  of  a  most  alarming  nature,  the  governors  of  the 
hospital  ordered  Mr.  Plumtree,  their  solicitor,  to 
write  to  James  Brownrigg,  threatening  a  prosecu- 
tion, if  he  did  not  give  a  proper  reason  for  the  seve- 
Tiles  exercised  towards  the  child.  No  notice  of  this 
having  been  taken,  and  the  governors  of  the  hospital 
thinking  it  imprudent  to  indict  at  common  faw,  the 
girl  was  discharged,  in  consequence  ot"  an  npplica- 
tion  to  the  chamberlain  of  London.  The  other  girl, 
Mary  Mitchell,  continued  with  her  misness  for  the 
space  of  a  year,  during  which  she  was  treated  with 
equal  cruelty,  and  >hc  also  resolved  to  quit  htr  ser- 
vice. Having  eseaped  out  of  the  house,  she  was 
met  in  the  street  by  the'  younger  son  of  Browrirlgg 
who  forced  her  to  return  bopac,  where  her  sufferings 
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,  were  greatly  aggravated  on  account  of  her  elope^ 
ment.  In  the  interim,  the  overseers  of  the  precinct 
of  White  Friars  bound  Mary  Clifforci,  to  Rrownriggj 
nor  was  it.lon^  before  "she  experienced  similar  cruei- 
ties  to  those  inflicted  on  the' other  poor  girls,  and 
possibly  srill  more  severe.  She  was  frequently. tied 
up  nake'd,  and  .beaten  with  a  hearth  broom,  .a 
h6rse-whip,  or  a  cane,  till  she  wasab*r>lutely  speech- 
less. This  poor  girl  having  a  natural  infiitnity,  the 
mistress  would  not  permit  her  to  lie  in  a  bed,  but  ' 
placed  her  on  a  mat,  in  a  coal  hole  that  was  remarka- 
bly cold  }  however,  after  some  time,  a  sack  and  a 
quantity  of  straw  formed  her  bed,  instead  of  the  mar. 
]>uring  her  confinement  in  thjs  wretched  situation, 
she  liad  nothing  to  subsist  on  but  bread  and  water; 
and  her  covering  during  the  night  consiNted  only  of 
her  own  clothes,  so  that  she  sometimes  lay  almoist 
perished  with  cold.  On  a  particular  occasion,  when 
she  was  almost  starving  through  hunger,  she  broke 
open  a  cupboard  in  search  of  food,  but  found  it 
empty  J  and  on  another  occasion,  she  broke  dowa 
some  boards,  in  order  to  procure  a  tkaught  of  water. 
Though  she  was  thus  pressed  for  the  humblest  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  Mrs.  Brownrigg  dctermlijed  to  pu- 
nish her  with  rigour  for  the  means  she  had  taken  to 
,8»upply  herself  with  them.  On  this,  she  caused  the 
girl  to  ?trip  to  the  skin,  and,  during  the  course  of  a 
whole  day,  while  she  reipained  naked,  she  repeat* 
«dly  beat  her  with  the  but-end  of  a  whip;  In  the 
course  of  this  most  inhuman  treatn^^ent,  a  jack  chain 
was  fixed  rourid  her  neck,  the  end  of  which  was  fast- 
tened  to  the  yard  door,'  and  then  it  was  pulled  as 
tight  as  possible  without  strangling  her.  A  day 
being  passed  in  the  practice  of  tliusc  savage  barbari- 
ties, the  girl  ts^s  lemanded  to  the  coal  hole  at  night, 
^er  bauds  being  tied  behind  her,  and  the  chain  still 

remaining 
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remaining  about  her  neck.     The  husband  having 
been  obliged  to  find  his  wifje^s  apprcnlices  in  wcar- 
ing-appaicl,  they  were  rtfpeatedly  stripped  naked» 
and  kept  so  for  whole  days,  if  th«;ir  garments  hap- 
pentd  to  be  torn.  The  elder  son  had  frequently  the 
superintendance  of  these  wretched  girls ;  but  this 
was  sometimes  committed  to  the  apprentice,  who 
declared,  that  she  was  totally  naked  one  night  when 
•   he  went  to  tie  her  up.     The  two  poor  girls  were 
frequently  so  beaten,  that  their  heads  and  shoulders 
appeared  as  one  general  sore  \  and  when  a  plaister 
was  applied  to  their  wounds,  the  skin  used  to  peel 
away.     Sometimes  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  when  resolved 
on  uncommon  severity,  used  to  tie  their  hands  with 
a  cord,  find  draw  them  up  to  a  water-pipe  which 
/an  across  the  cieling  in  the  kitchen  ;  but  that  giv* 
>ng  way,  she  desired  her  husband  to'6x  a  hook-m  the 
beam,  through  which  a  cord  was  drawn,  and  their 
arms  being  extended7  she  used  to  horsewhip  them 
till  she  was  weary,  and  till  the  blood|followed  at  every 
stroke.  The  elder  son  having  one  day  directed  Mary  ' 
Cliffyrd  to  put  up  a  half-tester  bedstead,  the   poor 
girl  was  unable  to  do  it ;  on  which,  he  beat  her  till 
she  could  no  longer  support  his  severity  j  and,^  at 
another  time*  when  the  mother  had  been  wbippiog 
Jier  in  the  Jcitchen  till  she  was  absolutely  tired,  the 
son  renewed  the  savage  treatment.  Mis.  Brownrigg 
would  sometimes  seize  the  poor  girl  by  the  cheeks, 
and  forcing  the  skin  down  violently  with  her  fingers, 
caused  the  blood  to  gush  from  her  eyes.  Mary  Clif- 
ford, unable  to  bear  these  repeated  severities,  com- 
{>lained  of  her  hard  treatment  to  a  French  lady  who 
odged  in  the  house;  and  she  having  represented  the 
impropriety  of  such  behaviour  to  Mrs.  Brownrigg, 
the  inhuman  monster  ilew  at  the  girl,  and  cut  her 
tongue  in  two  places  with  a  pair  of  sci>sars.  On  the 
i;  morning 
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mornino^  of  the  13th  of  July,  this  barbarous  woman 
went  into   the   kitchen,  and,  after  obliging  Mary 
Clilford  to  strip  to  the  sltin,  drew  her  up  to  the  sta- 
ple, and,  though  her  body  was  an  entire  sore,  froni 
former  bruises,  yet  this  wretcli  renewed  her  cruelties 
"with  her  accustomed  severity..  After  whipping  her 
till  the  blood  streamed  down  her  body,  she  let  her 
down,  and  made  her  wash  herself  in  a  tub  of  cold 
water  j  Mary  Mitchell^  the  other  poor  girl,  being 
present  during  this  transaction.  While  Clifford  was 
washing  herself,  Mrs.  Brovrnrigg  struck  her  on  the 
shoulders,  already  sore  with   former   bruises,  with 
the  but-end  of  a  whip  ;  and  she  treated  the  child  in 
this  manner  five  times  in  the  same  day.     The  poot 
gitTs  wounds  novv  began  to  shew  evident  signs  of 
mortification  :  her  mother-in-law,  who  had  resided 
some  lime  in  the  country,  came,  about  this  time,  to 
town,  and  enquired  after  her.  Being  infoaned  that 
she  was  placed  at  Brownrigg*s,  she  went  thither, 
but  was  refused. admittance  by  Mr.  Brownrigg,  who 
even  threatened  to  carry  her  before  the  lord  mayor, 
if  she   came  there  to  make  farther  diiturbances. 
Hereupon,  the  mojther-in-law  was  going  away,  when 
Mrs.  Deacon,  wife  of  Mr.  Deacon,  baker,  at  the 
adjoining  house,  called  her  in,  and  informed  her,* 
that  she  and  her  family  had  often  heard  moanings 
and  groans  issue  from  Brownrigg's  house,  and  that 
she  suspected  the  apprentices  were  treated  with  un- 
warrantable severity.     This  good  wjoman  likewise 
promised  to  exert  herself  to  ascertain  the  truth'.  At 
this  juncti!^re,  Mr.  Brownrigg,  going  to  Hampstead 
on  bustTiess,  bought  a  hog,,  which  he  sent  home. 
The  hog  was  put  into  a  covered'yard,  having  a  sky- 
light, which  it  was  thought  necessary  to  remove,  in 
order  to  give  air  to  the  animaK     As  soon  as  it  was 
known  that  the  sky-light  wasremov;d>  Mr.  Deacon 

ordered 
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CRlcTcd^is  servants  to  watch,  in  order,  if  pos»iWc, 
to  discover  the  girls.  Deacon''s  servant  maid,  )ook> 
ing  from  a  window,  saw  one  of  the  girls  stooping 
down;  on'  which  sl\?  called , be||  mistress,  and  she 
desiitd  the  Attendance  of  some  of  the  neighbours, 
who  having  been  witnesses  of  the  shocking  scene, 
some  men  got  upon  the  leads,  and  dr6pped  bits  of 
dirt,  to  induce  the  girl  to  speak  to  them  $  but  she 
seemed  wholly  incapable.  Here^ipon,  Mrs.  Deacon 
sent  to  the  girPs  mother- in  law,  who  immediatel/ 
called  upon  Mr.  Grundy,  one  of  the  overseers  of  St. 
Dunstan's,  and  represented  the  cist,  Mr.  Grundy 
■and  the.rest  of  the  overseers,  with  the  women,  went 
and  demanded  a  sight  of  Mary  Clifford ;-  but 
Brownrigg,  who  had  nick- named  her  Nan,  told 
them  that  he  knew  no  such  person,  but  if  they 
wanted  to  sec  Mary  (meaning  Mary  Mitchell),  they 
might,  and  accordingly  produced  her.  Upon  this» 
Mr.  Deacon*s  servant  declared  that  Mary  Mitchell 
was  not  the  girl  they  wanted. '  Mr*  Grundy  now 
sent  for  a  constable,  to  searth  the  house  ;  but  no 
discovery  was  then  made.  Mr.  Brownrigg  threat- 
ened highly  i  but  Mr.  Grundy,  with  the  spirit  that 
became  the  officer  of  a  parish,  took  Mary  Mitchell 
.  \vith  him  to  the  workhouse,  ^here,  on  the  takiiig 
off  her  leathern  boddice,  it  stuck  so  fast  to  her 
wounds,  tljtat  she  shrieked  with-  the  pain  i  but,  on 
being  treated  with  great  humanity,  and  told  that 
she  should  not  be  sent  back  to  Brownrigg\'«,  she 
gave  an  account  of  the  horrid  treatment  that  she  and. 
Mary  Clifford  had  sustained,  and  confessed  that  she 
had  met  the  latter  on  the  stairs  just  before  they  came 
to  the  house.  Hereupon,  Mr.Grundy  and  some  others 
returned  to  thc^house,  to  make  a  stricter  search  ;  on 
which,  Brownrigg  sent  for  a  lawyer,  in  order  to  in- 
timidate them,  and  even  threatened  ^l^i^^^^^lfl 
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unless  they  immediately  quitted  the  premises.  Un- 
teriified  by  these  threits,  Mr.  Grundy  sent  for  a 
coach  to  carry  Brownriggto  the  compter  5  on  which 
the  latter  promised  to  produce  the  girJ  in  half  an 
hour,  if  the  coach  wa&  discharged.  This  being  con- 
sented to,  the  gitl  was  produced  from  a  cupboard, 
under  a  beau^et-in  the  dining-room,  aft^r  a  pair  of 
shoes,  which  young  Browrtrigg  had  in  his  hand  du- 
ring the  proposal,  had  been  put  up©n  her.  It  is  not 
in  language  to  describe  the  miserable  appearance 
this  poor  girl  made  ;  almost  her  whole  body  was  ul- 
cerated. Being  taken  to  the  workhouse,  an  apo- 
thecary was  sent  for,  who  pronounced  her  to  be  in 
danger.  Brownrigg  was  conveyed  to 'Wood-street 
compter ;  but  his  wife  and  son  made  their  escape* 
taking  with  them  a  gold  watch  and  some  money* 
Mr.  Brownrigg  was  now  carried  before  Mr.  Alder- 
man Crosby,  who  fully  committed  him,  and  ordered 
the  girls  to  be  taken  to  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital, 
where  Mary  Cliflford  died,  within  a  few  days  ;  and 
the  coroner's  inquest  being  summoned,  found  a  ver- 
dict ^f  Wilful  Murder  against  James  and  Elizabeth' 
Brownrigg,  and  John  their  son.  In  the  mean  time, 
Mrs.  Brownrigg  and  her  son  shifted  from  place  to 
place  in  London,  bought  clothes  in  Rag-fair  to  dis* 
guise  themselves,  and  then  went  to  Wandsworth, 
where  they  took  lodgings  in  thehouseof  Mr.  Dun- 
bar, who  kept  a  chandler's  shop.  This  chandler 
happening  to  read  a  newspaper  on  the  T5th  of  Au- 
gust, saw  an  advertisement  which  ,so  clearly  de- 
scribed his  lodgers,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  they 
were  the  murderers.  On  thi^,  he  went  to  London 
the  next^  day,  which  was  Sunday,  and  going  to 
church,  sent  for  Mr.  Owen,  the  churchwarclcn,  to 
attend  him  in  the  vestry,  and  gavfc  him  such  a  de- 
scription of  the  parties,  that  Mr.  Owen  desired  Mr. 

Deacon 
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Descon  and  Mr.  Wingrave,  a  constable,  to  go  to 
Wandt^worthy  and  make  the  necessary  enquiry.  On 
their  arrival  at  Dunbar^s  house,  they  found  the 
ivretched  mother  and  sou  in  a  room  by  themselves  i 
who  evinced  great  agitation  at  this  discovery.  A 
Coach  being  procuretl,  they  were  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don, without  any  person  in  Wandsworth  having 
knoyvledge  of  the  affair,  except  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dun- 
bar. At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the 
father,  mother,  and  son,  were  indicted  ;  when  Eli- 
zabeth Brownrigg,  after  a  trial  of  eleven  hours,  was 
found  guilty  of  murder,  and  ordered  for  execution  ; 
but  the  man  and  his  son,  being  acquitted  of  the 
higher  fhaigc,*  were  detained,  to  take  their  trials 
for  a  misdemeanour,  of  which  they  were  convicted^ 
and  imprisoned  f  r  six  months.  After  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  she  was  at- 
tended by  a  clergyman,  to  whom  she  confessed  the 
enormity  of  hercrime,  and  acknowledged  the  justice 
of  the  sentence  by  which  she  had  been  condemned* 
The  parting  b^^tween  her  and  her  husband  and  son, 
on  the  morning  of  her  execution,  was  aifecting  be- 
yond description.  The  son  Falling  on  his  knees,  she 
ben^  herselt  over  him  ajad  embracf^d  him  ;  while  the 
husband  was  kneeling  on  the  other  side.  On  her 
•w^y  to  the  fatal  tree,  the  people  expressed  their  ab- 
horrence of  her  crime  in  terms  which,  though  not 
proppr  at  the  moment,  testified  their  detestation  of 

' = '■ r" ' 

«  It  seems  the  child  was  looked  upon  as  the  ap*> 
prentice  of  the  wife,  and  not  the  husband  ;  though 
the  husband  <was  ohUged  to  find  her  apparel ;  how- 
ever,, accessaries  in  mutder  are  equally  guilty,  and 
it  is  strange  that  the  man  and  his  sop  should  have 
|)C!:n  acquitted.    Editor. 
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lier  cruelty.  Before  ker  exit,  she  joined  in  pray;ers 
with  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  whom  she  desired  to 
declare  to  the  muititu  e,  that  she  confesssed  her 
guilt,  and  acknowledged  the  justice  cif  her  sentence* 
After  execution,  her  body  was  put  into  a  hacJuaey- 
coanh,  conveyed  to  Surgeon*s  htili;  dissected  and 
anatomized ;  her  skeleton  is  still  in  preservation. 
She  suffered  at  Tyburn,  on  the  14th  of  September 

1767- 

BURK,  WILLIAM,  (robber,)  was  born  of 
poor  parents,  in  St.  Catherine's,  ^ear  the  Tower, 
a|id  educated  in  the  charity-school  of  that  district. 
His  temper  was  naturally  bad,  and  the  ill-judged  ' 
fondness  of  his  mother  made  it  stHl  worse  ;  for  in  ail 
his  demands,  however  unreasonable,  he  was  indul- 
ged. This  disposition  made  him'  think  the  discipline 
of  the  school  severe ;  and,  indeed,  the  master  was 
obliged  to  be  more  strict  with  hin^  than  with  the 
other  boys.  When  eleven  yrars  of  age,  he  wat 
guilty  of  some  faults  that  required  severe  chastise 
roent;  which  having  received,  be  ran  away  from 
school,  and  went  to  the  water-side,  enquiring  for  a 
atatioj)  on  board  a  ship.  A  man  observing  his  in- 
clination, toolbbim  down  to  the  Nore,  and  put  htm 
on  board  the  Salisbury  man  ot  war.  The  mother, 
as  soon  as  she  had  learneil  her  darling  hoy  was  gone, 
followed  him  on  board  the  ship,  and  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  him  to  return,  but  in  vain  $  the  youth 
was  ob>tinately  bent  on  a  seafaring  life.  In  about  a 
fortnight,  the  ship  sailed  fpr  Jamaica,  and  during 
the  voyage  had  an  engag$;ment  with  a  Spanish  gal- 
leon, which  she  took,  after  a  bloody  and-pbstinatc- 
fight,  in  which  young  Burk  was  woundtd.  After 
this,  they  met  .with  another  galleon,  which  they 
took,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  :  they  shared  each 
£ftccn  founds  prize-money,  oa  these  captures,  ]>ut 

some 
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some  of  the  principal  officers  got  sufficient  to  make 
them  easy  for  life.  The  ship  was  stationed  for  three 
ycar&  in  the  West  Indies,  during  which  fiurjclearnt 
the  art  of  stealfng  ^very  thing  that  he  could  secrete 
without  detection.   At  Jamaica  there  was  -a  woman 
who  had  been  transported  from  Ncwgrate  some  years 
before,  but  havmg  married  a  planter,  wh^  soon 
died,  &he  was  left  in  affluent  circumstances,  and 
took  a  tavern.     Wanting  a  white  servant,  she  pre« 
Vailed  on  the  captain  to  let  Will  attend  her  custo- 
mers.  The  hoy  was  pleaised  with  his  new  situation> 
and  might  have  continued  in  it  as  long  a&he  was  on 
the  island  j  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  defraud* 
inghis  mistress.  She,  who  had  been  herself  a  thiefs 
toon  detected  him  ;  hereupon,  befell  uporf  his  knees 
and  begged  pardon,  which  was  granted,  but  he  was 
ordered   to    depart    from   the  house" immediately. 
Alarmed  by  the  li^nger  from  which  he  had  escaped* 
he  now  formi'd  a  tempoiary  resolution  to  live  ho* 
Bestly  in  future,  and  with  that  view  shipped  himself 
*for  Maryland,  wh:^re  a  merchant  would  have  em- 
ployed  him,    but  th(  captaip  be  sailed  with  would 
not  permit  him  to,  accept  the  offer.  Hence  he  made 
a  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  where  he  had  a 
very  narrow  escape  from  being- murdered  by  thena-' 
tives,  who  killed  several  of  his  shipmates.     On  the 
return  of  the  ^hip  from  Guinea  to  England,  the 
weather  was  so  bad,  that  rhey  weic  five  months  on 
their  voyage  to  the  poft  of  Bristol,  during  which 
they  suffered  innumerable  hardships.     Their  pro- 
visions were  so  reduced,  that  they  were  almost  fa- 
mished, the  allowance  of  each  man,  for  a  whole 
day,  being   not  so  much  as  he  could  *'eat  at  two 
mouthfuls  i  and  at  length  they  were  obliged  tofat>t  ' 
five  days  successively.     However,  they  reached  the 
port  iu  safety  j.  and,  iJotwitlistanding  the  mUerict 

they 


t04  liUARIDOE. 

they  had  endured,  the  captain  resoWed  on  another 
voyage  to   Guine:i»  in  which  Burk' accompanied 
/him.     Ha^^iug  purchased  a  number  of  slaves,  they 
set  sail  for  the  West  India  islands  ;  but  during  the 
voyage,  the  negroes  concerted  a  sclW:me  ta  make 
themselves  masters  ot  the  ship  j  and  would  have  pro- 
bably farried  it  into  execution,  but  th^t  one  of  their/ 
dissociates  betrayed  them:  in  consequence  of  which  ^ 
they  were  more  strictly  confined  than  they  h;id  hi- 
therto been.     Burk  sailed  from  the  West  Indies  to 
England,  where  he  entered  on  boardaman*9fwar» 
and  sailed  up  the  Baltic,  and  afterwards  to  Arcban^ 
gel,  to  the  north  of  Russia,   where  his  suflreri4ig«9 
From  the  extremity  of  the  cold  and  other  circumstan- 
ces, were  so  severe,.  that>  or)  hjs  return  to  £ngland| 
he  dettrmined  to  abandon  the  life  of  a  sailor.  Being 
■  now  quite  out  of  all  honest  methods  of  getting  his 
bread,'  he  took^to  robbing  passengers  in  and  near 
Stepney,  but  he  continued  his  depredations  on  the 
public  only  for  a  short  time;  being  apprehended  for 
his  fourth  attempt  of  this  kind,  and  indicted  at  the 
sessions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  February,   1723, 
for  robbing  William  Fitzer  on  the  highway;  and 
,    again,  on  the  same  day,  for  robbing  James  West- 
^ood  ;  when  he  was  found  guilty  on   both  indict- 
mentji,  and  received  sentence  of  death.  It  appeared 
on  biatrial  that  he  carried  a  hedge-bill  with  him,  to 
terrify  the  persons  he  stopped;  and  one  old  man 
}iesitating  fto  comply  .with  his  demands,  he  cut  him 
80,  that  he  fell  to  the  ground.    He  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn, Ap"l  ^>  i7*3»  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
his  age. 
BUTTERWORTH,  E.    See  Pickenson,E. 

BURRELL, ,     See  Cooper,  James. 

BURRIDGE,  WILLIAM,  (horse-stealer,) 
firj^s  a  native  of  Northani|>toi[ishirej  ai^d  s^ryed  hh 
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time  with  n  carpenter ;  but  being  of  a  wild  disposi- 
tion, his  frirnds  detcmfiiied  on  sending  him  to<eas 
accordingly  they  got  him  rated  as  a  midshipman, 
ftnd  he  sailed  to  the  coast  of  Spain  j  but  soon  quit- 
ting the  naval  service,  .he  returned  to  England,  and 
Gortifnencing  highwayman,  committed  many  robbe- 
ries on  the  road  to  Hampstead,  on  Finchley  Com- 
moni  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hammersmith. 
When  hie  firs^t  began  the  practice  of  robbing,  he 
formed  a  resolution  to  retire- when  he  had  acquired 
as  much  money  as  would  support  him  :  but  this 
time  ncVer  arrived  ;  for  finding  his  success  by  no 
means  proportioned  to  hi's  expectations,  he  became 
one  of  the  gang  under  Jonathan  Wild,  of  infamous 
memory  5  and  was  for  a  considerable  time  screened 
from  justice  by  that  celebrated  master  of  thieves. 
Burridge  being  confined  in  New-prinon  for  a  capi- 
tal offence,  broke  out  of  thaf  gaol  j  and  he  was  re- 
peatedly an  evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey,  by  which 
means  his  associates  suffered  the  rigour  of  the  law. 
At  length,  having  offended  Wild,  the  latter  mark- 
ed him  down  as  one  doomed  to  suffer  at  the  next 
execotion  after  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley 5  which  was  a. common  practice  with  Wild  when 
he  grew  tired  of  his  depen(jant>,  or  thought  they 
could  be  no  longer  servceable  to  him'.  Alarmed 
-by  this  circum*itdnce,  Burridge  fled  into  Lincoln- 
shire, where  he  stole  a  horse,  and  brought  it  to  Lon- 
don,  intending  to  sell  it  at  Smithficld  for  present 
support:  but  the  gentleman  who  had  lost  ttve  hor^ey 
having  sent  a  full  description  of  it  to  Lon.lon,  Bur- 
ridge was  seen  riding  on  it  hrough  the  street,  and 
watched  TO  a  livery  stable.  Some  persons  going  to 
take  him,  he  produced  a  brace  of  pistdls,  threaten- 
ing dcstrocti6n  to  any  one  -.vho  came  near  him ; 
by  which  he  got  off;  but  being. immediately  pur- 

sued} 
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sued  he  was  apprebendird  in  May- fair,  and  lodged 
in  Newgate.  On  his  trial,  a  man  and  a  woman 
swore,  that  they  saw  him  ^nirchase  the  Jiorse^j  but 
astheiewas  a  material  ditFcurncc  in  their  stories, 
the  court  was  of  opinion  that  they  had  been  hired  to 
swear,  and  the  judge  gave  directions  for  their  being 
taken  into  custody  for  the  perjury.  The  jury  did 
.  Dot  hesitate  to  find  Burriilgc  guilty. j  and  after  sen- 
tence was  passed,  his  behaviour  was  extremely  de- 
vout, and  he  encouraged  the  devotion  of  others  in 
like  unhappy  circumstances.  He  suffered  af  Ty- 
burn, on  the  22d  of  March,  1721,  m  the  34.th  year 
of  his  age  j  having  first  warned  the  spectators  tobc 
obedient  to  their  parents  and  masters,  and  to  beware 
of  the  crime  of  debauching  young  women,  which 
had  first  led  him  from  the  path  of  duty,  and  finally 
terminated  in  his  ruin. 

BUSH,  -J .     See  PouLTER,  J. 

BUTLER,  JAMES.  See  DucE,  Wm.  and 
WrLD,  Jonathan. 

BUTTERWORTH,  WILLIAM,  (murder- 
er,) had  Jived  by  depredation^  upon  the  public, 
almost  from  his  childhood,  till  at  length  he  was  ca- 
pitally convicted  of  a  burglary,  at  the  assizes  aC 
Maidstone,  but  received  a  repiieve,  on  conditionof 
serving  on  bonrd  the  hulks  for  life.  He  had  not,. 
^  however,  been  on  board  the  hulks  more  than  seven' 
,  days,  when  he  and  Francis  Jcnnison,  another  con- 
vict, (who  had  been  condemned,  and  reprieved  in 
like  manner)  resolved  to  murder  Mr.  Groundwater, 
one  of  the  perilous  deputed  to  look  after  them,  and 
fvhich  they  unfortunately  eftecttd.  They  were  tried 
at  the  Hants  assizes,  in  the  beginning  of  August, 
1794,  before  Mr.  Justice  Gros^ic  and.Mr.  Baron 
Thomson.  The  circumstances  of -this  murder  were 
of  the  most  brutal  and  atrocious  nature.     These 

bar- 
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bftfdened  wretches,  on  being  Teprimandcd  by  Mr, 
Groundw^tcTi  who  threatened  to  report  them  fur 
ill-behaviout,  swore  that  they  would  rip  his  l^oweli 
out  J  and  Were  heard  by  another  oF  the  convicts  de*- 
bating  about  the  r^anner  of  perpetrating  the  mur- 
der. Accordingly,  about  six  In  the  .evening  of  the 
tame  day,  they  fell  upon  him  with  two  ir6n  shovels* 
with  which  they  had  been  at  work  in  spreading 
gravel,  and  with  which  they  gave  him  three  su^h 
wdunds  on  the  »kull,  that  his  brains  fell  out  in' the 
quantity  of  a  double  handful.  They  then  struck 
down  one  of  the;  shoVels  upon  his  neck,  with  intent 
to 'sever  the  head  from  the  body,  but,  striking 
against  the  bpnt,  it  had  not  the  intended  effect. 
The  rest  of  the  convicts  ran  to  the  spot,  and  oneof 
them  caught  hold  of  Butterworth,  to  prevent  his 
mangling  the  body  any  more:  but  after  a  struggle^ 
he  disengaged  him.^elf,'ran  back  to  the  unfortunate 
sufferer,  and,  catching  up  the  spade  again,  gave 
him  several  cuts,  saying,  **  There,  "d — n  him,  I 
have  done  him  out  and  out/'  On  being  remon- 
strated with  for  his  inhuman  coikluct,  he  replied*  ' 
that  "  he  was  transported  for  life,  and' he  would 
rather  be  hanged  than  suffer  that  sentence."  It  is 
a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  established  on 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hill,  surgeon,  who  attended' 
him,  that  Mr.  Groundwater  lived  eighteon  hours 
after  he  hid  received  these  grievou«i  wounds,  not- 
withstanding the  brains  had  fallen  out,  and  a  prodi- 
gious effusion  of  blood  had  taken  place.  He  never 
spoke  after  the  second  blow  was  given  him,  but  the 
action  of  the  nulse  wa-^  strong,  and  rei^piraiion  con« 
tinued  the  whole  of  the  eighteen  hours.  Butter- 
worth,  though  thus  steeled  in  cruelty,  was  only 
nineteen  years  old ;  his  wretched  companion  was 
twenty- five.    The  atrocious  publicity  of  the  deed« 
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and  conseqifent  clear  evidence  6f  tbetr  ^uHt,  would 
not  admit  of  their  setting  up  any  dctejice.  The 
jury  pronounced  them  guilty— they  were  sentenced 
to;be  executed  in  three  days  after,  in  Langstoh  har- 
bour, and  their  bodies  to  be  afterwards  hung  iu 
chains  in  Cumberland  Fort.  Thc:y  were  taken 
from  gaol  about  four  o^clock  on  the  ei)suing  Moa- 
day  morning,  and  reached  Portsea  about  eleven. 
The  s^»«ictators  that  crowded  to  sec  the  execution 
were  immense.  Both  the  prisoners  acknowledged, 
that  they  alone  were  the  persons  who  committed  the 
murder,  exculpating  all  the  other  convicts  from  a 
participation  in  this  horrid  crime.  Their  beha« 
viour  was  very  penitent,  and  they  seemed  sensibly 
fo  teel  the  enormity  of  their  offence.*  .The  execu- 
tion took  place  about  twelve  o^dlock,  and  their  bo- 
dies  were 'afterwards  hung  in  chains,  pursuant  tQ 
sentence,  near  the. spot^ where  the  murder  Was  coqi« 
nutted. 


CADDELL,  GEORGE,  (muXderer,)  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Broomsgrove,  in  Worcester- 
shire, at  which  place  he  was  articled  to  an  apothe- 
car3r,  with  whom  he  served  his  time,  and  then  re- 
paired tQ  London,  where  l>e  attended  several  of  the 
hospitals,  to  give  him  ah  insight  into  the  art  of  sur- 
gery. As  soon  as  he  became  tolerably  acquainted 
with  the  '  profession,  he  went- to, Worcester,  and 
lived  with  Mr.  Randall,  i  capital  surgeon  of  riiae^ 
city  ;  in  this  sftuation  he  was  equally  admired  for 
the  depth  of  his  abilities,  and  the  amiitbleness  of 
his  temper.  Here  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Randall,  wlio  died  in  the  labour  of  her  first  child.  Af- 
ter this  melancholy  (vent  he  went  to  reside  at  Litch* 


4Mi6y  -aYidl  continQfld  iipwards  of  fvtro  years  witK  \i^^ 
Beifi/  a  Rorgeon  oF  that  plac^-  DariAg  his  icst- 
dtiwre'  here,  he  cointed  Mr.  Dean's  danghtci*,  to 
whoeft  he  would  probablf  tiave  been  rtai-rie^,  1)ut ' 
for  the  comnnissibn  Dp  the  followine^  crtitie,  vchicK 
tost  hitn  his  Kfe.  A  young  lady,  named  Elizabeth 
^*rf<?e,  who  had  beeh  seduced  by  an  ofitcr ,  ia  the 
artn^,  NVed  titei^Mtr;  Cadd'eTl's  place  of  residc^hce^ 
Wdj  jaifter  htrrriirfbrtunc,  sdp'portdd  herself  b']j'  her 
«kitt  in  need  re --Work.  Chddell  becoming  acquainted 
with  her,  m  conjftflerzrble- degree  of  in  timacv8ubsi$te4 
between  thcw  5  and  Mi>iS  Price,,  degra^ded'j  is  ihewai 
hf  tlic'Urif<irfunateitepi>hc'Hatf  taken,  still  Ihougbt 
herseif  an  ctyiial  niWh  for  oxid  of  Mr.'  Cadd'ell's. 
rank  of  lift.  As  pregnancy  Was  shortly  tlie  con^ 
lequeiice  of  their  JhtTmacy,  she  rcpeatectly  urged 
hifri  to  many  h^r,  bbft  Mr.  Caddcll  jcsiKtcd  JWr;in[i 
port  unities  for  a  corisirferable  time:  at  last  Miss 
Price  heard  of  his  paying  his  addresses,  to  Mf^i^  , 
Dean;  shte  thenr' became  more  importunate  tjiai^ 
■  ever,  ind 'threatened,  in  cis^of  his  non-compIiance|f 
to  ptrf  an  end  to- all  his,  prospects"  with  that  young 
lady,  by  discovic^rin^  ^verjT  tlilug'tha^  had  passed 
between  them^fi^r^upon  Caddell  formed  the  horrid 
retohuion  of  'fftordeitng  Miss  Price,  tor  he  cotild 
todHler  beaf  the  thought  of  forfeiting  the  esteem  of 
a  wbthtffi  that  he  courted,  nor  of  marrying  her 
who- had  been  as  condescending  to  anoiher  as  to 
llinascif.^  frhis  dreadful  schemt:  having  entered  his 
Head>  he  calUd  on  Miss  Price  on  a  Saturday  even- 
ing,'' and  requested  that  she  would  ^afk  in  the  fields 
Vvjth  him  on*tbe  afternoon  of  the  follovving  day)  in 
order  to  adja^t  the.plan  of  their  intended  marriage. 
Miss  Price,  thus  deluded,  met  him  at  the  tme.  ap*  . 
foir^fed,  on  the  road  leading  towards  Burton  upoj| 
Trent,  at  the  house  knoveti  by  the  sign  o*  the  NagS 
Y91..  I.  L  Head. 
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#  u  .:  Having  accx)nipaoicd  her  tuMMitcd  lover  in- 
to the  field,  and  walking  about  tiiJ  towatdtevcti- 
iJig,  they  then  sat  down  under  a  hedg«,  wbef«r» 
after  a  little  conver»:|tion,  CaddcU  suddenly  pulM 
out  a  knife,  cut  her  throat,  and  made  his«s«apr, 
but  tiot  befoie  he  had  waited  till  she  was  dtad. 
however,  in  the  distraction  of  his  mind,  k«  left  be- 
hind the  knife  with  which  he  had  perpetrates)  tiie 
deed,  together  with  his  case  ormatruments.  ^hc» 
^ie  eame  home  k  was  observed^  that  he  appeafed 
exceedingly  confused  j  though  the  reason  cf  the  per- 
tiirbation  of  his  mind, could  no^  even  be  jfuesscd  afc 
^ut  on  the  following  morning -Miss  Price  beinr 
found  murdered  in  the  field,  great  numbers  of  pei^ 
pie  w.nf  to  take  a  view  of  the  body,  among  whom 
?*as  the  woman  of  the  house  vheic  she  lodged,  who 
fccolUcted  that  she  had  said,  she  was  going  to  walk 
y^itii  Mr  Caddell  j  on  which  the  instruments  wer« 
exammed,  and  known  to  hav^  belonged  to  him :  be 

^  r;\V*=^°*t"?'^^'*^*''"'^«^*^"*f«^y»  andicommjtted 
to  the  gaol  of  btafford  j  and  being  soon  afterwards 

ol'?:^^'.  ''""'^^"'^'^y*  condemned,  and  c3f  ecu  ted, 
at  Stafford,  pn  » he. fist  of  July,  1700.  .  . 

-  5'i'2^^?.^/  ^^'  A^C«-  /traitor,)  w,; 
intended  by  his  father  fcr  the  profession  of  the  law, 
jnd  therefore  >ent  to  GT«?gow,  where  he  continued 
.  his  studies  some  y^^i^*  ^Mit,  having  an  attachment 
*  '.  ^^^^Piact'cc  of  phytic,  he  entered  in  the  uuiYcr* 
»|ty  of  Edinburgh  ;  whence  he  went  to  Paris  j  and 
tnen  corapjeted  his  .cudiLS  at  Leyden  in  HoUand. 
i  hough  well  cjualiJled  to  have  made  a  respectable 
figure  m  any  civitai  city,  yet  be  chose  to  rSdc  for 

h!  »"u'*  T'V  P^"'"  '  and,  iiav  Bg  returned  to 
ifteH.ghlandR,  he  married,  andsettled  in  the  small 
n  wi  of  Lochabcr,  where,  though  his  practice  was 
•n-al,  his  ^eucrous.  conduct  rciidcrcd  him  the  de- 
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It^ht  and  the  blessing  of  the  neigh beurhood.  Hi< 
wife  bore  him  seven  children,  and  was  pregnant  of 
rtie  eighth  at  the  unfortunate  period  of  his  death. 
While  Dr.  Canocron  waa  living  happy  in  the  do- 
mestic way,  the  rebellion  of  1745  broke  out,  and 
laid  the  tonndation  of  the  ruin  of  himself  and  his 
family.  The  pretender  having  landed,  went  to  the, 
honsc  of  Mr.  McDonald,  who  sent  for  the  doctor's 
brother.  The  doctor  went  to  his  brother,  to  pre- 
vent him  from  entering  into  the  pretender's  measures 
from  which  notl\ing  but  ruin  could  ensue.  Mr.  Ca- 
meron^s  brother  having  previously  promised  to  bring 
all  his  servants  in  aid  of  the  pretender,  the  latter  u^j- 
braided  him  with  an  intention  of  breaking^  his 
promise  5  which  so  affected  the  generous  spirit  of 
the  highlan'der,  that  he  immediate^  went  and  took 
leave  of  his  wife,  and  gave  orders  for  his  vassals,  to 
the  number  of  near  twelve  hundred,  to  have  re-  , 
course  to  arms.  At  this  time,  his  estate  did  not  ex- 
ceed ^ool.  per  annum  5  his  being  able,  then,  to 
arm  such  a  number,  is  a  proof  of  the  poverty  and 
the  vassalage  of  the  country.  Having  now  sent  for 
his  brother,  to  attend  him  as  a  physician  :  the  doc- 
tor urged  every  argument  against  so  rash  an  under- 
taking 5  from  wfi  ich  he  even  besoiight.him  on  hia 
knees  to  desist.  The  brother  would  not  be  denied, 
and  the  doctor  at  length  agreed  to  attend  hira  as  a 
physician,  though  he  abolutcly  refused  to  accept 
any  CommisMon  in  the  rebel  army.  This  unhaj;)py 
gentleman  was  distinguished  by  his  humanity,  and 
gave  the  readiest  assistance,  by  nigljt  or  day,  to  any 
wounded  men  of  the  royal  army,  who  were  made 
prisoners  by  the  rebels.  His  brother  being  wounded 
in  the  leg  at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  he  attended  hira 
with  the  kindest  assiduity,  till  himself  wa*^  likewise 
slightly  wounded.  Dr.  Cameron  exhibited  repeated 
La  insiancca 


ins,t^nce$  df  his  humanity,;  but  when  tbe  battl«  of 
Ciilloden  gave  a  decisive  stroke  to  the  hopes  of  tbe 
rebels^  he  and  his  brother  escaped  to  the  western 
islands^  i^hence  they  sailed  to  Finnce,  in  a  vessel  be. 
Ipnging  to  that  kingdum.  The  doctor  was  ap- 
l^inted  physician  to  a  French  regiment*  of  which 
His  brother  obtained  the  command  ;  but  the  latter, 
cfvinp  at  the  en^  of  two  years,  the  doctor  became 
physician  to  Ogilvic*s  regiment,  then  in  Flanders. 
A  subscription  being  set  pn  foot,  in  England  and 
Scotland,  in  the  year  1750,  for  the  relief  of  those 
l^ersons  who  had  been  attainted,  and  escaped  into 
foreign  countries ;  the  doctor  came  into  England  to^ 
receive  the  mopey  for  his  unfortunate  fellow-suf- 
Urexi»  At  the  end  of  two  years  another  subscript 
tion  was  opened  |  when  the  doctor,  whose  pay  was . 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  his  numerous  family, 
came  oi)ce  more  to  this  country,  and  having  writ* 
ten  a'  number  of  urgent  letters  to  his  friends,  it  was 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned.  Hereupon  a  de- 
tachment from  £ord  George  Beauolerk's  regiment 
wai  sent  in  search  of  him,  ,and  he  was  taken  in  the 
following  manner: — Captain  Graves,  with  thirty 
soldiers,  going  towards  the  place  where  it  wan  pre-  . 
sumed  he  was  concealed,  saw  a  little  girl  at  the  ex-., 
tremity  of  the  village,  vvho,  on  their  approach,  fled 
towards  another  village.  She  was  pursued  by  a  ser*  . 
jeant  and  two  soldiers,  who  could  only  come  neiar 
enough  to  observe  her  whispering  to  a  boy,  who 
seerned  to  have  been  placed  for  the  purpose  of  cob« 
vcying  intelligence.  Unable  to  overtake  the  boy, 
they  presented  their  gims  at  him  i  on  which  he  fell 
on  his  knees,  and  begged  his  life  i  which  they  pro* 
ini>ed,  on  condition  that  he  would  shew  them 
t  e  place  where  Dr.  Cameron  was  concealed. 
Hereupon  (he  boy  pointed  to  the  house  where  he 

was. 
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yn9,  which  the  soldiers  surrounded,  and  took  him 
prtwner.  Being  sent  to  Edinburgh,  he  was  thence 
Conducted  to  London,  and  committed  to  the  Tower.  . 
White  in  this  confinement,  be  was  denied  the  o.se  of 
prn,  ink,  und  paper,  nor  suiTered  to  speak  to  hN 
friends  bat  when  the  warder  was  present.  On  hi$ 
examination  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council, 
)ie  denied  that  he  was  the  same  Dr.  Cameroft  whose 
name  had  been  mentioned  in  the  act  of  attainder; 
which  made  it  necessary  to  procure  living  evidenc  e 
to  prove  his  identity.  Being  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  Court  of  King*s  Bench  on  the  1 7th  of  May, 
he  was  arraigned  on  the  act  of  attainder,  when,  de* 
dining  to  give  the  court  any  farther  trouble,  he  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  was  the  same  person  who  had 
been  attainted  :  on  which  the  lord  chief  justice  Lee 
pronounced  sentence  in  the  followinc^  terms  t— 
<*  You,  Archibald  Cameron,  ofLochiel,  in  tliat 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  roust  be  re- 
moved from  thence  to  his  Majesty^s  prison,  the 
Tower  of  London,  from  whence  you  came,  and  on 
Thursday,  the  7th  of  June  next,  'your  body  to  be 
drawn  on  a  sledge  to  the  place  of  execution  i  there 
to  be  hanged,  but  not  till  your  are  deadi  your 
Bowels  to  be  taken  out,  your  bo<ly  quartered,  your 
head  cutoflF,  and  affixed  at  the  King*s  disposal, 
and  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your  soul !  **  After 
his  commitment  to  the  Tower,  he  begged  to  see  his 
wife,  who  was  then  at  Lisle  in  Flanders  ;  and,  on 
her  arrival,  the  meeting.bct ween  them  wasinexprc^* 
sibly  affecting.  The  unhappylady  wept  incessant- 
ly, an  reflecting  on  the  fate  of  her  husband,  her- 
self, And  numerous  family.  Coming  to  take  her 
iinal  leave  of  him  on  the  morning  of  execution,  she 
was  so  agitated  by  her  contend  intr  passions,  th^c  she 
W9S  a(Mcked  by  repeated  fit«,  and,  a  lew  dayi  after 
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the  devtb  of  her  tfnfortunate  I^usbandf  she  1)framtt 
totally  deprived  of  her  senses.    The  convict,  being 
brought  OMt  of  tht  Toyver^  was  delivered  to  the 
sheriifs  at  ten  in  the  morning  -,  and  hcing  placed  in 
a  sledge,  was  drawn  through  the  streets  of  London 
to  Tyburn,  amidst  an  imiqen^e  number  of  specta- 
tors.    He  was  dressed  in  a  bag* wig,  and  wore  a 
I lgh^ coloured  coat,    with  a  scarlet  waistcoat' and 
breeches.    He  bowed  to  several  people  in  the  wia- 
dows,  as  he  passed ;  and  there  was  equal  manliness 
and  composure  in  his  behaviour.     The  procession 
reached  to  the  fata]  tree  a  little  before  twelve,  when 
Dr»  Cameron  begged  that  his  body  might  be  per- 
mitted to  hang  till  it  was  dead  .;  which.,  request  was 
granted.     He  looked  round  him  in  a  rnanner  that^ 
testified  the  calmness  of  his  mind  ;    and  said  to  the 
clergyman  who  attended  him,  *<  Thi<i  is  a  glorious 
day  tome.  It  is  my  new'birth  day!    There  are 
more  witnesses  at  this  birth,  than  were  at  my  first/' 
The  clergyman  asked  him  how  he  found  hiipself, 
lie  said,   "  Thank  God,    I  am  very  wells   only  a 
little  fatigued  with  my  journey  ;    but,  blessed  he 
God  I  I  am  come  to  the  end  of  it.  "  This  unhappy 
man  then  declared,  that  he  should  die  a  member  of 
the  church  of  Enghiid,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  had 
been  edticatpd.     After  the  bqtly  bad  hung  more 
than  half  a  hour,    it  was  cut  down  }    and  the  re- 
maining  part  of  the  sentence  being  carried  into  exe- 
cution,   the  head  and  bo  iy  were  put  Into  a  co(fiin> 
and  cairied  to  an  undertaker's,  whence  they  were 
conveyed  and  interred  in  the  chapel  of  the  Savov. 
The  doctor  suffered  on  the   7th  of  Jorte,    1753, 
in  the  46th  year  of  his  age.— -'He  was  the   last 
who  was  extcuted  on  account  of  the  rebellion  5  and 
of  all  who  were  concerned  in  it,   peihtps,   the  least 
dcbcrvini;  of  his  calamiious  fate. 
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'  CAMPBELL;  MUNGO>  (m^Ordsker,)  wa» 
a  descemfrant  of  the  noble  faoMly  of  Argyle,  and 
bornatAyry  in  Scotland »  tn  the  year  171a.  Hia 
father*  who  was  a  naerchant  of  eminence,  had  been 
mayor  of  the  towtn,,  and  a  justice  of  peaee  }  but 
having  no  less  than  twenty^four  cfatidreo,  ^nd  meet- 
ing wifth  many  losses  in  his  commercial  connexjon9» 
it  w^  impoKsible  for  him  to  make  any  ad;equate  pro- 
vision for  bis  family  ,  so  that,  ma  his  death,  the  re* 
larions  took  care  of  the  children,  and  educated  them 
inthe  liberal  manner  which  is  customary  inScotland* 
Mungo  was  protected  by  a  uncle,  who  gave  him  a 
learned  education  ;  but  this  generous  friend  dying 
when  the  youth  was  about  eighteen  yearauf  age.  left 
him  »ixty  pounds,  and  earnestly  recommended  him 
to  the  care  of  his  other  relations.  The^ young  man 
was  a  finished  scholar ;  yet  seemed  averse  to  the 
making  choice  of  any  of  the  learned  profet^sioos.  His 
attachment  appeared  to  be  to  the  military  life,  in 
which  line  many  of  his  ancestors  had  most  gloriously 
distinguished  themselves.  He-  now  entered  himstdf 
as  a  cadet  in  the  royal  regiment  of  Scotch  Greysj 
then  commanded  by  his  relation  general  Campbell, 
and  served  during  two  campaigns  at  his  own  expence» 
in  the  fond  hope  of  milirary  preferment.  'After  the 
battle  of  Dettjngen,  atwhieh  heasfii>ted,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  appointed  quarter-master)  if 
he  could  have  raised  one  hundred  pounds;  but  this 
place  was  bestowed  on  another  person,  while  Camp- 
bell was  making  fruitlessapplication  for  the  money. 
Thus  disappointed  of  what  be  thought  a  reasonable 
expectation^  he  quitted  the  army,  and  went  into 
Scotland,  where  he  arrived  at  the  juncture  that  the 
rebels  had  quitted  Edinburgh,  in  I745>  Lord  Lou- 
don having  then  the  command  of  the  loyal  High- 
landers*  who  exacted  so  much  bravery  in  the  sup- 
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pression  of  tlie  rebeUiony  and  Mr«  Campbell  having 
the  honor  to  be  rtlated  to  his  lordshipt  be  went  and 
fought  unxier  bim«  with  a  bravery  that  did  equal 
credit  to  his  loyalty  and  courage.  Kot  long  aftcr< 
the  decisive  battel  of  Culloden^  lord  Louden  nro- 
cored  his  kinsman  to  be  appointed  an  officer  of  the 
excise ;  and  prevailed  on  the  commissioners  to  stafion 
him  In  the  snire  of  Ay>  that  he  might  have  the  hap. 
piness  of  residing  near  his  friends  and  relations.  In 
the  dificharge  ofthis  new  duty,  Mr«  Campbell  be- 
haved with  strict  integrity  to  the  crown,  yet  with  so 
much  civility,  as  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  all 
those  with  whom  he  had  any  transactions.  He  mar- 
ried when  he  was  somewhat  advanced  in  life ;  and  so 
unexceptionable  was  his  whole  conduct,  that  all  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  earl 
of  Eglington  excepted,  gave  him  permission  to  kill 
game  on  their  escates.  However,  he  was  very  mode- 
rate in  the  use  of  this  indulgence,  seldom  shooting 
but  with  a  view  to  gratify  a  friend  with  a  present, 
hardly  ever  for  his  own  emolument.  He  had  a  sin- 
guktr  attachment  to  fishing  ;  and  a  river  in  lord 
Eglington 's  estate  afibrding  the  finest  fish  in  that 
country,  He  would  willingly  have  angled  there ;  but 
his  lordship  having  been  as  strict  with  regaid  to  his 
iish'vs  the  game,  Campbell,  unwilling  to  oifend 
him>  gave  away  his  fiahing>t«ckle,  which  was  excel- 
letft  in  its  khid.  He  was  likewise  in  possewkion  of  a 
fine  pointer,  which  he  sold  ;  but  would  not  part 
with  his  gun,  which  produced  him  the  greatest  plea- 
sure of  his  life%  Being  in  search  of  smugglers,  and 
having  hits  gun  with  him,  he  was  crossing  part  of 
lord  Eglington's  estate,  when  a  hare  starting  up,  he 
shot  hcT.  His  lordship  hearing  the  report  of  the. 
gun,  and  beinginformed.thatCsmpbeli  had  fired  it, 
he  ^nt  a  servant  to  command  hira  to  come  to  t{ie 
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mu^  CiMifihtU  obeyed) .  and  was  treated  very  un-^- 
kindly  by  bis  lord&hip,  who  even  descended  to  Call. 
])im  by  n^mes  af  conumjit.  The  other  apoiogixed 
for  lus  conduct,  which  he  said  arose  from  the  sudden 
starting  of  the  hare,  sud  declared  that  he  had  no 
desi^p  of  giving  offence.  A  man  named  Baiiley* 
more  was  aniong  the  servants  of  iord  EgUngton,  aod 
was  a  favoujrite  of  his  lordship  i  and  this  ipiaD  dealt 
largely  in  coatral^and  goods.  Mr,  Campbeily  pass- 
i|ig  along  the  scarsJbore»  met  Battleymore  with  a 
cart,  containing  eighty  gallons  of  rum,  which  lie 
seized,  as  co^itraband  $  and  the  ram  was  condemned, 
but  the  cart  restored,  9$  being  the  property  of  lord 
Eglington.  Bartleymorewas  now  so  incensed  against 
Campbell)  that  he  contrived  many  tales  to  bis  dis«« 
advantage,^  and  at  length  engaged  his  lordship^s  pas*, 
sions  so  far,  that  hecontriv^'a  more  unfaYourebls 
opinion  of  him  than '  he  had  hitherto  done  $  while 
Campbell,  corkscious  that  be  had  only  discharged 
bis  duty,  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  the  repoits  of 
his  lordship's  enmity.  About  ten  in  the  morning  of 
the  a4th  of  Octeber,  1769,  Campbell  took  hisgun» 
irpd  went  out  with  another  officer,  with  a  view  to 
detect  smugglers.  The  former  took  with  him  a 
licence  for  shooting,  which  had  been  given  him  by 
Pr.  Hunter  J  though  they  had  no  particular  design 
of  killing  any  game,  except  a  woodcook,  if  thtf 
should  see  one.  .  They  how  crossed  a  small  pait  of 
lord  £glington*s  estate,  in  order  to  reach  the  sea-' 
shore,  where  they  intended  to  walk.  When  they, 
arrived  at  this  spot  it  was  near  noon ;  and  lord  Eg- 
lington came  up  in  his  coach,  attended  by  Mr* 
Wilson,  a  carpenter,  who  was  working  for  him, 
and  followed  by  four  servants  on  horseback.  On 
approaching  the  ^oast,  his  lordship  met  Bartley- 
more,  who  told  him  that  thigfc  were  some  poachers 
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ata  distance.  Mr.  Wi1«dn  wouMhave  endeavoured 
to  draw  off  his  lordship*t  notice  froio  such  a  busi- 
ness ;  bat  Bartleymore  saying  that  Campbell  was 
among  the  poachers,  lord  Eglington  quitted  his 
eoachf  and  mountmg  a  led  horse,  rode  to  the  spot, 
where  he  saw  Campl^Il  and  the  other  officer,  whose 
name  was  Brown.  His  lordship  said,  '*  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, I  did  not  expect  to  have  found  you  so  soon 
again  on  my  grounds,  after  your  promise,  when  you 
shot.the  hare.".  He  then  demanded  Campbell's 
gun,  which  the  latter  declared  he  would  not  part 
with.  Lord  Eglington  now  rode  towards  him  j 
while  Campbell  retreated,  with  his  gun  presented, 
desiring  htm  to  keep 'at  a  distance.  Stiil,  however, 
his  lordship  advanced,  smiling,  and  said,  **  are  you 
g«>ing  to  snoot  me  ?  **  Campbell  replied,  <*  I  will, 
if  you  do  not  keep  off. "  Hereupon  lord  Eglington 
called  to  his  servants  to  bring  him  a  gun,  which  one 
of  theni  took  from  the  coach,  and  delivered  to  ano« 
ther,  to  carry  to  their  master.  In  the  interim,  lord 
Eglington,  leading  his  horse,  approached  Mr* 
Campbell,  whose  gun  he  demanded  ;  but  the  latter 
would  not  deliver  it.  The  peer  then  quitted  hi^ 
horie*s  bridle,  and  continued  advancing,  while 
Campbell  still  retire<1,  though  in  an  jrregular  direc- 
tion, and  pointed  his  gun  towards  his  pursuer.  At' 
length,  lord  Eglington  came  so  near  him,  that 
Campbell  said,  <<  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,  but 
I  will  not  deliver  my  gun  to  any  man  living  ;  there, 
fore  keep  off,  or  I  will  certainly  shoot  you.  "  At 
this  instant,  Bartleymore,  advancing,  begged  Camp* 
"bell  to  deliver  his  gun  to  lord  Eglington  ;  but  the 
latter  answered,  he  would  not,  for**  he  had  a  right 
to  carry  a  gun.  "*  His  lordship  did  not  dispute  his 
general  right,  but  said,  that  he  could  not  have  any 
to  carry  it  on  his  estate,    without  his  permission. 
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Cafnpbell  again  bfigg^d  pardon^  tnd  still  continiliBd 
rttrcatingy  but  wi^h  his  gun  in  his  h^nd,  and  pre* 
paring  to  fire  in  his  own  defence*  While  he  was 
thus  walking  backwards,  his  heel  struck  against  a 
stone»  and  he  fell*  wh«n  be  wa9  about  the  distance 
of  three  yards  from  the  pursuer.  Lord  Egiington, 
observing  hijn  fall  on  his  back>  stepped  forward,  as 
if  he  would  have  passed  b^  Campbeli's  feet,  which 
the  latter  observing,,  Vearmg  himself  on  his  elbow, 
and  lodged  the  contents  of  hi^  piece  in  the  left  side 
of  his  lordship's  body.  At  this  critical  juncture,' 
the  servant  ahovemif ntioned  brought  the  gun  from 
the  coach,  and  CampbeU  would,  have  wrested  it 
from  his  liands,  but  that  fiartleymore  came  up  just 
at  the  very  moment  ^  and  at  this  monienti  brd  Bg* 
llngton,  putting  his  hand  to  his  wound,  said»  **  I 
am  killed  r*  A  contest  now  «n  ued,  during  which 
Bartleymore  repeatedly  struck  Campbell ;  which 
being  obscxved  by  lord  Eglington,  he  called  out, 
**  do  not  use  him  ill.  **  Campbell  beil^g  secured, 
was  conducted  to  the  wounded  man,  then  lying  on 
the  ground,  who  said,  **  Mr,  Campbell,  1  would 
not  have  shot  you  ;  **  but  Campbell  made  no  answer. 
Lord  I^glington's  seat  was  about  thteemiks  from 
the  place  where  this  fatal  accident  happened  ;  and 
his  servants  put  him  into  the  catriage,>  to  convey 
him  home.  In  the  mean  time,  Campbell's  hands 
were  tied  behind  him,  aaid  he  was  conducted  to  the 
town  of  Saltcotes,  the  place  of  his  former  station  as 
311  exciseman.  The  persons  who  conducted  him 
a&kcd  him  several  questions,  the  answers  to  which 
weie  afterwards,  very  ungenerously,  adduced  on  his 
trial,  as  collateral  evidence  pf  his  guilt.  Among 
other  things,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  would  rather 
par^  with  nis  life  than  his  gun ;  and  that  sooner  than  • 
bare  it  taken, from  him j  he  would  shoot  any  peer  of  ^ 
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the  realm.  Lord  Egrlm^toti  d^Ag^  afVer  languish* 
iog  ten  hoiirs»  Mr<  Campbell  wis^  on  the  folfowitig 
day,  eommitted  to  the  pris<M  Ayt*,  and  the  nexl 
month  removed  to  £<iinbiirgh,  in  preparation  for hU 
trial  before  fhe  court  of  Of  josticiary ;  previous  td 
whichy  bis  case  was  diseuKsed  by  council,  and  thd 
following  >  argttmenta  wete  adduced  in  his  f^vor'. 
First*  "  That  the  gtin  went  off  by  atcidcnt,  and 
therefore  it  could  henonnore  than  casual  homicide.*^ 
Secondly,  •*  That  supposing  it  had  b^en  fired  with 
an  intention  to  kill,  yet  the  act  was  altogether  justt- 
liabh,  becMiM  of  the.  Violent  provocation  lichad  re^ 
ceived  ;  and  he  was  doing  nomoi'e  than  defending 
his  lifeJHid  property/*  Thirdly,  *<  It  conld  not  be 
murdoty  because  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  MV. 
Campbell  had  any  maKce  against  his  lordship,  and 
the  action  itself  was  too  sudden  to  admit  of  delibe'^ 
ration.'*  The  council  for  the  prosecution  urged  in 
answer,  First,  ''That  malice  was  implied  in  con^- 
quence  of  Campbell's  presenting thc'gun  to  his  lord- 
ship, and  telling  hi  mi  that  unless  he  kept  off,  he 
would  shoot  him/*  Secondfy/  •«  That  there  was  no 
provocation  given  by  the'  earl  besid<^s  word^,  an^ 
words  shall  not  be  COnstrned  a  provocation  in  Jiw.** 
Thirdly,  "  The  earl  had  a  right  to  scire  his  gun,  m 
virtue  of  several  acts  of -parliament,  which  irie 
the  establitihed  laws  of  the  land,  tb  virhich  every 
subject  is  obliged  to  be  «bedierit/'  Aftfer  re* 
peated  debates  between  thfc  lafvyers  of  Scotland, 
a  day  was  at*  length  appointed  for  the  trials 
which  commenced  oh  the  i7th  of' February,  I'y^o, 
before  the  high  co^rt  of  justiciary  ;  ♦  and  the  jury 
having  found  Mr.  Campbell  g"»l^y>  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  die.  The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  before  htf 
pronounced  the  solemn  sentence,  addressed  himself 
to  the  convict,  advising  him  to^make  the  most  de* 
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▼otit  preparation  for  death,  as  all  hopes  of  pardon 
would  be  precluded,  from  the  nature  of  his  offence. 
Through  the  whole  course  of  the  trial,  the  prisoner's 
Vhliviour  was  remarkable  forcalmness'and  s^rcnity^ 
and  when  it  was  ended,  he  bowed  to  the  cotirt  with 
the  utm#st  composute,  but.  said  not  a  single  word  in 
extenuation  of  hrJS^trinoe.  On  his  return  to  the  pri- 
son, he  was  visited  by  several  of  his  friends,  among 
whoni  be  behaved  with  apparently  decent  cheerful- 
«ess.  After  they  had  drank  several  bottles  of  wine, 
they  left  him,  and  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  beg- 
ging the  favour  of  another  visit  from  them  on  the 
following  day;  but  i'h  the  morning  (Feb,  28',  1770), 
lie  was  founu  dead,  hanging  to  the  end  of  a  form 
Which  he  had*  set  npVight,  and  fastened  a  silk  hand- 
kerchief rovnd  his  ntck.  From  circumstances,  it 
Vas  supposed  that  he  had  committed  this  act  of  sui- 
cide ^odrt  after  bi><  friends  had  left  him. 

CARt^',  JOHN  f  FORCE ry)  was  a  native  of  th* 
north  of  Ireland,  who  having  had  a  genteel  educa- 
tion/^as  put  intoft1)U5iness  as  a  wine  and  brandy 
mcrchtnt,  but  through  extravagance  and  company 
he  failed.  A  fnan  of  fortune,  who  was  one  of  his 
abandoned  associates,  invittcfhim  to  pass  part  of  the 
'summer  at  his  scat  in'  the  country ;  and  setting  out 
together,  they  stopped  at  Kilkenny,  where  some 
passengers  quitted  a'  codch,  among  whom  was  a 
voung  lady',  whbs^  elegant  person  and  appearance 
impressed  Carr  viith  an  id<fa  that  she  was  of  rank, 
a'nd  impired  him  with  the  first  senfimenU  of  love 
that  he  ever  felt. '  Throwing  himself  from^  Jfis  horse, 
he  hande(J  her  into  the  inn ;  arid  a  proposal  being 
made  that  the  company  should  sup  together,  it  was 
iinivcrsally  agreed  to.  While  the  supper  was  pre- 
paiing,  Carr  applied  himself  to  the  coaehman,  to 
feafu.thc  history  of  the  young  lady  j  but  alUhe  in- 
M  formatlonr 


1S«  CA8.R' 


formation  he  could  obtain  was,  that  he  had  taktB 
her  up  at  Dul>Hn»  aud  that-«he  was  goin^  b  the 
Spa  at  Mallow.  Anxious  to  become  better  acquaint^ 
ed  with  the  lady,  he  prevailed,  on  the  company  tk 
repose  themselves  the  next  day  at  Xilkenny,  and 
take  a  view  of  the  duke  of  Oimond's  seat»  and  th« 
cunositietof  the  town.  This  proposal  being  acceJed 
to,  the  evening  was  spent  in  the  Aitmost  harmony  and 
good-humour;  and  the  fair  stranger  even  then  con- 
ceived an  idea  of  making  a  conquest  of  Mr.  Carr» 
from  whose  appearance  she  judged  that  he  was  a 
man  of  distinction,  f  n  the  morning,  she  dressed 
herself  to  great  advantage,  not  forgetting  the  orna^ 
tncnt  of  jewels,  which  she  wore  in  abundance;  «0 
that  when  ^he  entered  the  toom,  Carr  was  astonished 
at  her  appearance.  She  found  the  influence  $he  had  - 
over  him,  and  while  the  compapy  was  walking  in  thfp 
gallery  of  the  duke  of  Oimond*s  palace,  he  seized 
this  opportunity  of  spedkii\g  his  se|}timents.  Qn  his 
declaration  of  love,  she  affected  displeasure  ;  but 
soon  a<<swini^ng  a  more  affable  deportment,  told  him 
that  she  wa^  an  English  woman  of  rank  ;  that  his 
person  was'  not  disagreeable  to  her,  and  tiiat  ifht 
was  u  jman  of  fprtyn^,  sjind  the  consent  of  her  rela- 
tions'CQuld  be  dbtained^\she, should  not  be  averse  to 
listening  to  his  addre&.ses.  1She  further  said,  that  she 
wa.s  going  to  spend  pBrtC  qf  th^  snmxner  at  Mallow, 
where  hi*^  company  would  b^  agreeable.  Accord- 
iBgly,>he  fo)Ju\vin^  hereto  that  place,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  his  friend,  who  ha^i  fornoed  a  very  unfa* 
vourabW  opinion  of  the  lady's  character.  He^e  he 
dissipated'  so  mvich  ca^h  In  company  with  this  wo- 
man, that  he  was  compelled  to  borrow  of  his  friend, 
who  remoi\>trated  on  the  impropriety  of  the'connrX'* 
ion  ;  but  Carr  still  kept  hcrcompany^  and,  at  the 
^d  of  the  season^  returned  with  her  t9  PnbUn.  Th^ 
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hvtn  now  agreed  to  sail  for  England  ;  and  Carr 
sold  some  small  estates,  and  borrowing  all  the  mo* 
nty  he  possibly  could^  delivered  the  whole  to  his 
iB.is(/esS.  While  preparations  v^re  making  for  the 
vbyagcy  and  Carr  about  procuring  a  passage  for 
Englalld,  in  his  absence,  the  lady  shipped  all  the 
effects  on  board  a  vessel  boand  for  Amsterdam ;  and 
Imving  dressed  herself'  in  man*s  apparel,  she  em«^ 
barked  and  sailed,  leaving  Carr  to  regret  his  ill- 
jndged  credulity.  On  his  return  home,  discovering 
how  he  had  been  robbed,  be  was  at  first  half  dfs* 
tracted  with  his  loss  ;  but  on  cooler  rtflexion 
bought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  pursue  the  thief;  on 
which  he  sold  a  few  trifles  that  remained  of  his 
property,  which  producing  about  a  hundred  pounds, 
came  to  London,  and  soon  spent  the  whole  in  dissi- 
pation and  extravagance.  Thus  reduced,  he  enlisted 
as  a  foot-soldier,  and  served  some  yeai's  before  li« 
^as  discharged  ;  after  which  he  entered  as  a  marine 
at  Plymouth,'  whence  he  came  to  London,  and 
opened  a  shop  in  hog-lane.  Si /'Gileses.  He  now 
married  a  girl  who  he  thought'had  money  ;  but  soon 
discovering' her  poverty,  be  abandoned  her,  and  re- 
moved to  Short's-gardens,  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  ^  cork-cutter«  Having  ingratiated 
simself  into  the  esteem  ofh'i^  customers,  he  opened 
shop  on  his  own  account,  and  soon  got  all  the  busi- 
ness from  his  late  partner.  This,  however,  proved 
iff  little  service  to  him  ;  for  getting  into  bad  com* 
pasy,  he  frequented  the  gaming-tables,  and  became 
the  dupe  of  sharpers.  Having  been  entrusted  by  a 
gentleman  with  a  draught  on  the  bank  for  sixty 
pounds,  he  received  the  money,  foolishly  ventured, 
lost  it  at  a  gambling  table,  and  then  entered  as  m 
marine.  There  being  something  in  his  deportment 
superior  to  the  vulgar,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
Ma  oi'f 
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of.seijeaiit,  in  wbich  he  behaved  «o<wtlUthat1ii»^o|&^ 
cer^  treated  him  wicb  singular  regard.  The  vessel, 
in  whi<:h  he  sailed  taking  a  merchant  ship  richly  la- 
den, and  soon  a fterirards  several  sinaUer  vesbcls,  th# 
prize-money  amounted  to  a  confi^idemble  sum)  wliioii 
gave  Carr  an  idea. that  great  advantage  might  be 
qbtained  by  privateering.  Hereupon,  h«  procured, 
ia  discharge ;  and  entering  on  board^a  privateer,  w«i 
made. master  at  arms.  In  a  few  days,  the  privateev 
took  two  French  ships,  one  of  which  they  carried  ta 
Bristol,  and  the  other  into  the  harbo<»r  of  Pooie, 
Having  refitted  their  ship,  they  sailed  again  \  aa4 
in  two  days  toqk  a  French  privateer,  and  gavechace 
to  three  others,  which  they  found  to  be  English  vesr* 
sels  belonging  to  Faimouthj  which  had  been  mado 
prize  of  by  a  French  privateer.  These  they  cctook# 
mnd  carried  them  into  Falmouth  ;  in  thetr  passage  li^ 
which  place,  they  made  prize  of  a  valuable  Freack 
ship,  the  amount  of  which  contriboted  to  enrich  tkm 
crew.  On  their  nesft  trip,  they  saw  a  ship  in  foil 
chace  of  them  ;  on  which  they  prepared  for  a  viga*, 
rous  defence  ;  and  the  vessels  fought  above  iwxf 
ininutes  yard'arm  and  yard-arm.  Many  hands  were 
lost  by  the  French,  who  at  length  attempted  tm 
sheer  off,  but  were  taken,  after  a  chace  of  some 
leagues.  The  commander  of  the  English  privateisf 
being  despecately  wounded  in  the  engagement,  died 
in  a  tew  days ;  on  which,  Carr  courted  his  widows 
^nd  a  marriage  would  have  taken  place,  but  that  she 
was  suddenly  seized  with  a  violeiU  fever,  of  whtcii 
s)ie  died,  having  bequeathed  to  htm  all  she  was  po«r 
sessed  of.  He  now  repaired  toXondon,  where  he 
comxnenc«;d  smuggler ;  but  his  ill-gotten  effects  be- 
ing seized  on  by  theoffrcers  of  the  revenue,  he  took; 
to  the  more  dangerous  practice  of  forging  Seamen** 
Tills,  and  gained  money  for  some  time ;  being,  hovv- 

ever» 
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ctPer^  apprehended,  -he  wm  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey>  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die.  He 
was  of  the  Romish  j^rsuasion,  and  behaved  with 
decent  lesignation  to  bis  tate,  having  suffered 
Kovemb«r  16,   1750. 

CHANDLER,  WILLIAM,  (perjury,)  was 
born  near  Devi>es  in  Wiltshire,  where  his  father 
possessed  an  estate  of  iQo).  a  year.  Having  re* 
ceived  a  liberal  education,  he  was  articled  to  the 
ckrk  of  the  Goldsmith*s  Company }  but  not  agree- 
ing whh  his  master,  he  went  toiii'ewifh  an  attor- 
ney in/  Clemem*s-Inn,  with  .whom  he  completed 
bis  clerkship*  In  the  interim,  be  married  a  servvanc 
girl  in  the  family,  .but  the  marriage  was  kept  a  se- 
cret. Soon  after  the  expiration  of  his  clerkUiip,  be 
told  bis  father  he  had  a  prospect  of  marrying  to 
,  great  advantage  ;  and  about  the  same  time  repre- 
sentfd  to  his  roaster,  that  he  had  paid  a  vi&it  to  his 
nnde,  a  man  of  fortune  in  Suffolk,  who  had  pre- 
semed  him  with  bank-notes  to  a  considerable 
amount ;  aud  produced  some  notes,  to  give  an  air 
of  truth  to  his  story.  Hereupon  the  father  put  in- 
to bis  possession  ah  estate  worth  about  400I. ;  and 
IS  be  represented  to  his  master  that  be  was  worth 
500  in  ready  money,  the  master  was  prevailed  on  to 
Jcnd  him  500I.  (on  security  of  his  estate)  whiyh  be 
s^id  he  proposed  to  advance  with  some  other  money 
to  Mrs.  Strait  of  Salisbury,  on  an  estate  at  Endford, 
ivbkh  had  been  previously  mortgaged  to  a  gentle- 
man named  Poor,  who  wished  to  re^'possess  himself . 
of  the  money  he  had  lent.  Thus  prepared,  Ive 
went  to  Mrs.  Strait  on  the  17th  of  Match,  1748, 
and  promised  to  meet  her  at  £ndford  on  the  a  5th, 
to  advance  her  the  requisite  sum.  Having  taken 
every  previous  sfep  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
^]an,  auid  being  in  possession  of  about  900U  be 
M  3  leJt 
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left  LondoB  on  the  %itb  of  themdn^,  and  «to]ip«i> 
at  an  inn  at  Harehatch,  a  few  mtieb  to  the  eastwai^ 
of  Reading*  His  own  accoimt.of  the  matter  w«s« 
that  t>eing  stopped  soon  afterwards  by  thret  barge— 
men,  they  robbed  him  of  all  his  property,  bound 
him,  and  threw  him  into  a  pit,  having  iirst  threat* 
encd  Ms  destruction  if  he  made  any  opposition.  He 
aaid  that  be  continued  in  this  condition  three  houra; 
Mitf  notwithatanding  his  bondage,  he  got  a  consi- 
derable way  up  a  hill,  where  he  met  with  a  shep** 
herd  named  Avery,  who  cut  the  cords  with  which 
be  was  tied.  After'  obtaining  bis  liberty.  Chandler 
enquired  of  the  shephtird  for, the  con!»table  of  the 
hundred  ;  and  being  conducted  to  htm,  he  describ 
ed  the  persons  who  he  said  had  robbed  hitn,  and 
gave  notice,  in  the  legal  torms,  that  he  sliouid  sue 
the  county  to  indemnify  him  for  his  loss.  He  dc^ 
scribed  the  supposed  robbers  with  so  much  exact* 
ncss,  that  a  person  present  recollected  to  have  seen 
three  such  people  $  and  the  mayor  of  Reading,  who 
was  accidentally  on  the  road,  had  a  similar  reooi* 
lection  of  the  bargemen,  whom  he  met  near.Matr 
denhead  thicket ;  consequently  Chandler  must  have 
teen  three  such  men,  and  s^em!>  desirous  to  have 
^xed  the  supposed  guilt  on  them.  He  liow  went  re 
the  inn  at  Hare-hatch^  where  he  told  a  similar  tale;  , 
and  having  reposed  himself  for  that  night,  return* 
ed  to  London  the  foiiowing  day  ;  and  told  his  lalie 
master  (whose  name  was  Hill)  what  bC'  preteadeil 
had  happened.  Mr.  HilL  gave  him  the  numbers  of 
lome  bank-notes  which  he  bad  advanced,  and  beg* 
ged  hewOuld  go  to  tlic  Bank  and  tftop  pa3rment*^ 
instead  of  which  he  went  to  Cannon-street,  and 
changed  one  of  the  nates  to  pay  for  a  silver  tankard 
hti  had  purchased,  lliis  being  done,  he  retur^red 
<^o  Mc.  Hill,    ai^wl    told  him  no  busincvt  was  trans* 
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Mted  at  the  -Bank  on  that  day  j  but  said  he  bad  left 
Ilia  fiombcrs  of  the  notes  with  one  of  the  clerks :  it 
happened*  however,  he  had  given  in  a  false  list>-«* 
Hit  next  step  was  to  jadveitiae  his  supposed  loss  in 
the  daily  papers,  olTering  a  reward  of  50I.  for  the 
lestofation  of  the  whole,  or  a  proportionate  onefer 
any  part  of  it.  After  this  he  inserted  a  full  ac-. 
count  of  the  presumed  robbery  in  the  London  Ga* 
.Jtette,  with, a  description  of  the  robbers  :  b«K  he  did 
not  mention  the  note  he  had  paid  away  when  he  < 
boAight  the  tankard.  Mr.  Hill  attemied  him  to  a 
magistrate  on  the  12th  of  May,  when  he  gave  in 
the  necessary  infornoation  on  oath,  omitting  only 
the  number  of  the  notcfi  said  to  be  lost.  Brepara- 
tions  werenow  made  for  the  trial,  which  came  on  at 
Abingdon,  befoce  a  «pecial  jury,  the  iStbofJnly, 
and  after  a  hearing  of  twelve  hours,  the  jury  retir- 
ed for  four  more,  and  then  gave  a  verdict  in  favor 
.•csf  the  prosecutor  ;  but  the  judge  desiring' them  to 
leaare  part  of  this  verdict  to  the  decision  of  the' 
Court  of  common  Pitas,  their  opinion  was  not 
.  given  on  it  till  the  fojiowing  winter.  Guilt  is  ever 
suspicions.  Chandler,  fearing  that  a  presumption 
of  bis  fraudulent  practices  would  arie,  told  his 
inaster  that  he  was  going  to  live  some  time  with  an 
uncle  in  Suffolk,  instead  of  which  he  went  to  aa 
isn  at  Colchester,  which  was  kept  by  his  brother  : 
but  being  necessitated  to  Correspond  with  his  ma^r 
ler»  he  wrote  to  him  to  direct  tof  the  Crown  at  And- 
ely.  «^  Colchester*  The  term  advancing,  the 
maater  wrote  repeatedly  to  him,  urging  him  to  come 
to  London ;  but  he  evaded  doing  so,  with  t»uch  fri* 
voious  excuses,  that  a  suspicion  even  then  atose 
that  his  conduct  in  the  prosecution  could  not  be 
jtntiiied.  In  the  hiterval,  twelve  ai  the  bank- 
notes, fv hich:  Chandler  had  aworn  he  was  robbed  of 
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were  brought  to  the  Bank  for-  payment ;    but  thk 
being  refused,  and  enquiry  made»  ic  appeared  that 
a  Jew,  named  Bainard  Solomons^  bad  bought  them 
at  Ain^terdam  of  a  person  who  called  htm^lf  Joha 
Smith  ;    and  that  Bernard   had  sent  them  to  Lon* 
don,  to  his  agent,  Narhan  Solomons.     Farther  ett* 
quiry   made  it  evident,    that  the  supposed  Joha 
Smith  had  quitted  Holland,  after  a  residence  of  only 
a  few  diiys,  and  then  embarked  in  the  packet  witd 
a  ))utA  merchant  named  Casson.  This  gentleman 
being  found,     gave  a  de^riptiun  of  the  piesumed 
Smithf  iwhich  so  exactly  coi  responded  with  the  per* 
son  of  Chandler,  that  little  doubt  remained  of  the 
identity  of  the  offender  ;   on  which  his  roaster  re«. 
urged  him  to  come  to  London r  and  confront  Mr. 
Casson  9    but  he  »teadlly  persisted  in  declining  to 
make  his  appearance.    In  the  interim,  the  point  of 
law  was  solemnly  argued  before  the  judges  of  the 
Common  Please,    when   their  determination   was  ti» 
the  following  effect :    *'  That  as  Chandler  had  not  • 
inserted  the  numbers  of  his  notes  in  the  <^a2ette» 
nor  sworn  to  them  when  he  made  oath  before  the 
justice,  the  verdict  must  be  set  aside,  and  theplatn- 
trif.  nonsuited,    without  the  advantage  of  a  new. 
trial.'*     About  this  time  the  false  list  of  the  num- 
bers he  had  given  in  at  the  Bank  happened  to  be 
found,  tbe^public  opinion  begau  ta  be  very  unfa-^ 
vourable  to  him  ;  and  those  who  hod  hitherto  con* 
sidered  him  ad  innocent,  began  to  look  on  him  in 
a  light  totally  opposite.    It  was  now  thought  ad  • 
viseable.to  take  him  into  custody  ;    for  which  par« 
pose  three  gentlemen  went  to  the  Crown  at  Aud* 
ley,    near   Colchester,    and  enquired  for  a   place 
called  Eaton,  where   it  was  said  he  lived.     They 
were  directed  to  two  placesnamed  Eat^m;  but,  af. 
•*»■  a  tedious  jo uinry,   without  Hndiug  him,    they 
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Weill  td^Tie  inn'  kept  by\  his  brother  at  Colchester, 
fvhere  Cbaiidlcr  )»ppened  to  be  at  the  time,  bot 
cofice^M  himself  in  the  house  during  the  night 
they  renfMiined  there.    This  search  after  him  alarm* 
fd  %im  so  much,  that  he  quitted  Colch^«t«f>  and 
went  to  Coventry,  where  he  took,  an  inn- ;  but  bei- 
ing  fearful  of  an  aire  a  from  Mr.  W^ter,  a  gen* 
tinman  who  bad  lent  him  a  sum  of  money,  he  tent 
H  draught  in  Waiter's  favour  for 'i  sot  on  Mr; 
Gauntlett,  a  linen-draper.  .  The  letter  containing 
this  draught  being  put  into  the  post-office  at  North* 
ampton,  provc4  the  means  of  discovering  his  resi- 
dence at  Coventry  ;    in  conseq^ience  of  which  be 
was  taken  into  custody,,  and  ludged  in  prison.    In 
the  year  1750,  hewaa  removed  by  a  writ  of  habeas 
f  orpus  from  Coventry  to  Abingdon,  and  every  pre-* 
peration  was  made  for  his  trial ,    but  he  traversed 
|be  indictment,  and  thereby  put  it  off  for  that  year« 
i^tthe  next  Msizes  he  was  tried,  convicted,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  to  be  transported  for  seven  years> 
after  being  set  In  the'  pillory  on  the  day  succeeding 
the  conviction.     On  the  following  morning,  how-. 
cver»    the  sheriff  waited  on  the  judge,  to  acquaint 
Jiiai  that  if  the  offender  should  be  impillorcd,    it 
fPMfrld  be  impossible  to  protect  him  from  the  ven- 
geance of  the  enraged  populace,  and  therefore  te- 
qitcsted  a  mitigation  of  hi&  sentence.    In  conse- 
quence of  this  reasonable  request,  that  part  of  the 
sentence  respecting  his  being  put  in  the  pillory  was 
dispensed  with,   and  the  oSender  was  transported, 
in  consequence  of  judgment  passed,  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1751- 

CHAPMAN,  PETER,  (^urclar,)  a  most 
depfaved  character,  wbo  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bai* 
ley  with  John  Hall,  Jgseph  Jonefi,  Sarah  Boreham, 
and  Elizabcih  Jones,  for  breaking  and  entering  the 
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dwelling-house  of  Mcwrs.  Tyler  and  Le3cock,s1ap-' 
sellers,  in  the  Minories,  and  stealing  chereiii  varS* 
ous  articles  of  clothes,  linefi,  watches,  plate,'  &c- 
to  the  amount  of  no).  The  women  were  lodicterf 
for  bting  rtccivefs.  Joseph  Jones  pleaded  Guiitf* 
There  was  no  evidence  to  atfect  Sarah  Borehflin ; 
and  the  facts  proved  against  the  others  were  briefif 
thesL'~**tbe  prisoner  Hail,  on  the  night  in  qtiestion^ 
engaged  a  hackney  doatb}  whidi  he  brought  from 
Drury-lane  Theatre,  at  eleven  oVlock,  and  kept  it 
10  waiting  near  the  place  where  the  burglary  wat 
committed,  till  five  the  next  murning.  The  driver 
of  the  coach,  wbosvname  was  Salmon,  swore  thalt 
be  received  the  prisoners.  Hall  and  Chapman,  to- 
gether with  several  bundles,  into  a  .coach,  and  -rat 
them  down  at  the  house  of  a  man  named  Batfa* 
t^ear  Finsbury-square  $  that  they  took  tite  bundlet 
out,  and  carried  them  into  this  house.  In  conw^ 
quence  of  information  given  by  the  coachman,  wh« 
was  afraid  of  being  involved  in  the  business,  to  the 
officers  of  &  public  office,  a  search  was  made  ui 
Bathes  house,  and  most  of  the  goods  foundtbejv* 
Theie  were  also  found  several  iiihtruments  like  tho^ 
used  by  house-breakers ;  aud  one  of  these,  whtck 
was  an  iron  crow,  fitted  the.breaches  that  had  bee« 
made  in  the  door  of  the  prosecutor*s  hous^  on  the 
.  night  it  was  broke  open.  The  evidence  against  the 
woman  was,  that  of  having  been  aiked  if  she  had 
received  oi  pawned  any  things,  aud  her  "denying^ 
that  she  bad  $  but  that,  when  &he  was  searched,  a 
duplicate  was  found  upon  her  foe  some  silk  hand*' 
kerchiefs  >hc  had  pawned.  The  prosecutor  coui4 
not  swear  to  rhrse  handkerchiefs.  Hall  and  Chap- 
man were  found  Guilty.  Elizabeth  Jones  and  T. 
Boreham,  Not  Guilty.  He  and  his  confederates, 
"^all  and  J.  Jones,  suffered  before  the  debtors  door 
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•f  Newgate,  tjie  adjthof  February,  i8o6i  with  J«t 
wpb  SamiM:!  Abbpt,..  aged  pniy  i8»  who  had  beca 
fouQci  guilty  of  foi'ging  a^,  cert^^in  power  of  attor- 
ney, fpr  tbe  transfer  of  450!.  stock  belonging  to  a 
beneik  society.  AU.  behaved  with  becoming  resig- 
DatiQi>»  except  Chapmans  V^ho  displayed  instance^ 
of  the  most  abandoojed  depravity.  Qn  his  l>eing 
brought  out  to  a$c^>d  the  scaffold,  he  leaped  up 
tbe  ste|is  that  led  to  it,  and  then,  instead  of  .atiendr 
iog  to  th^  clergyman,  nodded  to  the  f|^n>alts  that 
appeared  in  the  windows  opposite,  laughed  at  theoi 
aoinetimeft  immoderately^  kicked  pfF  his  bboes,  one 
to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left,  amongst  the 
crowd  who  came  to  witness  his  djsgraceful  end.  In 
short*  he  ilid  every  thing  he  thought  could  prove 
bfs  contempt  of  death. 

CHARTERIS,  FRANCIS,  {debavcher,^ 
was  born  at  Atmfield,  in  Scotland,  where  he  was 
Icir  ti>an  estate  which  his  ancestors  Jiad  possessed 
above  400  yearn  ^  and  was  related  to  some  of  the 
^r-'t  families  in  the  North,  by  intenharriages  With 
thr  nobiiity.  Having  received  a  liberal  education, 
lie  nnk{\t  choice  of  the  profession  of  arms,  and  first 
served  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  as  an  en« 
sign  of  foot,  but  was  soon  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
Cornet  of  dragoons.  Being  a  most  expert  gamester, 
and  of  a  disposition  uncommonly  avaricious,  he 
mide  his  knowledge  of  gambling  subservient  to  his 
luve  of  money  j  and  while  the  army  was  in  winter 
i^nartcrs,  he  stripped  many  of  the  officers  of  all 
their  property  by  his  skill  at  cards  and  dice.  He 
iwas,  however,  as  knavish  asjlextrous,  for  when  he 
had  defrauded  a  brother  ofllcer  pf  all  his  money^  he 
would  lend  him  a  sum  at  the  moderate  interest  of 
an  hundred  percent,  and  take  an  assignment  of  his 
commission  as  a  Kcmity  for  the  payment  of  titc 
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dfbt.  John,  duke  of  Argyle,  and  ihc  earl  of  Staii*^. 
were  at  t1»is  time  young  men  in  the  army  5  and  be* 
ing  determined  that  the  ificonsidefatir  officen should 
hot'  be  rumed  by  theHrfifices  of*€harteri«i  they 
appHbd  to  the  ca-rl  of  Orkney,'  who  wa«  aisb  in  th* 
army,  then  quartered  at  Fliattell«,  repreKenting  the 
dewtuction  that'ttiiret  ensue' to  the  young  gentfc^ 
men  in  the  luilitary  line,  if  Charteri$  w»s  not  stop- 
ped  in  hisproctcdings.  The  earl  ot  Orkhcy,  anxf- 
Qus  for  tlie  credit  of  the  army  in  general,'  and  hk 
Countrymen  in  parrrcular,  represented  the  $tate  of 
the  case  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  *who  ^ave 
orders  that  Charterrs  should  be  put  under  arrest,  and 
tried' by  a  court-martial.  This  court  was  coniposl 
ed  of  an  equal  number  of  English  and  Scotch  of&^ 
ccrs,  that  Chartciis  might  have  no  reason  to  say  he 
was  trratcd  whh  partiality.  After  a  canded  heair- 
ing  of  the  ca>e,  the  proofs  of  his  villainy  were  sd 
strong,  that  he  was  sentenced  to  return  the  mone^ 
he  had  obtained  by  u<ur»otis  interest  j  to  be  depnV* 
ed  of  his  commission,  and  to  be  drummed  out  oiF 
the  regiment,  his  sword  being  first  broken;  which 
sentence  a'SS  executed  in  its  fullest  extent.  Thtw 
disgraced,  he  quitted  Brussels,  and  in  the  road  be- 
tween that  place  and  Mecklin,  threw  his  breeched 
into  a  ditch,  and  then  buttoning  his  scarlet  ck^ak 
btlow  his  knees,  went  into  an  inn  to  take  up  Iris 
lodgings  for  that  night.  It  is  usudl  in  places  where 
armies  are  quartered,  for  military  officers  to  -be 
treated  with  all  possible  respect;  and  this  was'th* 
case  with  Charteris,  who  had  every  di^itinetrc^ 
shewn  him  that  the  house  couldafTord,  and,"  after 
an  elegant  .*upper,  was  left  to  his  repose.  Eaily  id 
the  tiiorning  he  lang  the  bell  violently,  and  rhe 
landlord  coming  terri6ed  into  his  room,  he  swore 
f»pou<?ly  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  hi»  brceche«i 

con* 
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contaiiiipg:'  ft  diaiiijoiid  x'm^t  a,-  gold  viratc1i»  an4 
money  to  2l  consid'erabU  amount  5  ap/l  having  pre- 
viously broken  t^c  >yipdow,  be  intimated  that  some 
pcrsQp  roust  have  entered  tfiat  way,  and  carried  off 
his  property^  aud.hg  even  insinuated 'that  the  land* 
lord  bitpseli"  might  hay«,beey.  the  rob^bei,  ^t  was  io 
vain  that  the  iquke^ppr  sol^ctted  mcr(;y>^0  the  most 
humilisuing  postt;jre.  .jCHartcr»thrcatei?<id  that  he 
should  be  sent. to  B;us;iels>  and  suffer  deaths  as  an 
accessary  to!  the  %lony-  Teftified  at.  ih^  thought 
of  approaching  disgrace  and  dan|.er,^the  landlord  of 
the  home  sent  for  Mube  friars  of  an  adjacent  con- 
venty  to  whom  he  represented  his  calamitous  situa* 

.  tion  :  and  they  generously  supplied  him  with  a  sum 
suiBcient  to  reimburse  Chatteris  fo  the  loss  he  pre- 
tended to  have  5ustaiped.— This  unprincipled 
and  abandoned  youth  now  proceeded  to  HoU 
land,  whence  he  embarked  for  Scotland  ;  and  had 

'  not  been  Joug  in  that  kingdom  before,  his  serviir 
submission*  and  his  money,  procured  him  another 
commission  in  a  regiment  of*  hor^e  9  and  he  was  af* 
lerwards  advanced  to  the  rank  cf  colonel  The^ 
duke  of  Queensbury  was  at  this  time,  commissroner 
to  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  which  was  assembled  - 
lit  Edinburgh,  to  deliberate  on  the  .proposed  union 
with  England.  Charteris  having  been  envlted  to  a 
party  at  cards  with  the  duchess  of  Queensbury,  he 
contrived  that  her  gra(;e  should  be  plact^d  in  such  a 
manner,  near  a  large  glass,  that  he  could  see  all 
her  cards  $  and  he  won  three^housand  pounds'of 
her  by  this  stratagem.  In  consequence  ofj^his  im- 
position the  incensed  duke  of  Qi^eensbury  brpughta 
bill  into  the  house,  to  prohibit  gaming  tor  a1>ove  a 
certain  sum  }  and  this  bill  passed  into  a  law.  Char- 

^  teris  still  continued  hb  depredations  on  the  thought- 
less^   till  he  had  acquired  considerable  lums,   and/ 
H  otates 
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«statei  in  Scotland';   he  then  removed  to  Londoni 
which,  as  it  was  the  seat  of  ^reat  dissipation,  wa^  ft 
place  better  adapted  to  the  &ertion  of  his  abllitiet. 
—Here  he  became  a  noted   lender  of  money  oii 
mortgages,  always  receiving   a, large  premium,  by 
which  at  length   he  became  so  rjcli  as  to  puinchase 
several  estates  in  England,  particularly  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Lancaster.      He  wa*  equally  infamous  for  his 
amours,  having  in  pay  tome  women  of  abandoned 
character,  who,  going  to  inns  where  the  waggons 
put  up,  used  to  prevail  on  the  simple  country  girl* 
to  go  to  the  colone^s  house' as  servants;  in  conse- 
quence  of  which,  their  ruin  soon  followed,  ftnd  they 
were  turned  out  of  doors,  exposed  to  al  I  the  miseries 
consequent  on  poverty  and  a  loss  of  reputation. 
His  agents  did  not  connne  thi;ir  operations  to  inns; 
but  wherever  t^ey  found  a  handsome  girl  they  en- 
deavoured to  decoy  her  to  the  coloner*  house ;  ancl 
amongst  the  rest,  Ann  Bond  fell  a  prey  to  his  arti* 
fices.     This  young  woman  had  lived  in^ndon  j 
but  having  quitted  her  service  on  account  of  illness, 
took  lodgings   at  a   private  house,  where  she  re- 
covered her  health,   and  was  sitting  at  the  door 
when  a  woman  addressed  her,    sayings'  she.cotrid 
help  her^o  a  place  in  the  family  of  cofonei  Harvey  | 
for  the  character  of  Charteris  was  now  so  notorious, 
that  his  agents  did  not  venture  to  maice  use  of  his 
real  name.   Bond  being  hired,  the  woman  conduct- 
ed Wcv^to  the  colonel's  hou^^e,  who  gave  her  money 
to  redeeq[)  some  clothes,  which  she  had  pledged  to 
su|>port'  her  in  her  illness,  and  would  hav^  bought 
other  cld>tKes  for  her,  but  she  refused  to  accept  them. 
He  now  offered  her  a  purse  of  gold,  an  annuity  for 
life,   and  a  house,  if  she  would  comply  with  his 
wi>hes;   but  the  virtuous  giit  resisted  the  tempta- 
tion, declatingi  that  $he  nOuld  only  discharge  her 

dut^ 


doty  fl«  »  itivaftty  and  that  her  master  might  dn- 
mils  hef ,  if  her  conduct  did  not  please  him.  On 
tbt  day  foilov^ing,  «htf  heaid  a  gentleman  asking 
(or  her  master  by  the  name  of  Cbarteris,  which  en- 
credied  her  fears  still  morC}  as  she  was  not  onapprized 
of  htt  general  character :  wherefore^  she  told  the 
housekeeper  that  she  must  quit  her  aerrice,  as  she 
was  very  ill  The  house-keeper  informing  the  co^ 
£onel  ot  this  circfimsrance,  he  sent  for  the  poor  girf^ 
and  threattned  that  be  would  shoot  her  if  she  left 
bis  service. .  -"He  likewise  ordered  the  servants  to 
keep  the  door  fast,  to  prevent  her  making  her  escapci 
and  when  he  spoke  of  her  fr  was  in  tSe  most  con^ 
lemptuous  terms.  On  the  following  day  he  directed 
his  clerk  of  the  kjtchen  to  send  her  into  the  par. 
lottr>  aiidy  on  her  attending  bim«  he  bid  her  Air  tbo 
iire.  While  she  was  thus  employed,  he  forcibly 
.  aetied,and  committed  violence  on  hcr^  first  stepping 
her  mouth  with  his  night-cap ;  and  afterwards,  on 
her  saving  that  she  would  prosecute  him,  beating 
her  with  a  hocsewhip,  and  calling  her  by  the  most 
opprobrious  names*  On  his  opening  the  door  the 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  appeared,  to  whom  the  colonel 
pretended  that  she  had  robbed  bim  of  thirty  guineas, 
and  directed  him  to  turn  her  out  of  the  house, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  Hereupon  she  went 
to  a  gentlewoman  named  Parson $,  and  informing 
her  of  what  bad  happened^  asked  her  advice  how  to 
proceed.  Mrs.  Parsons  reconunended  her  to  exhibit 
articles  againxt  him  for  the  assault,  but  when  the 
matter  came  afterwards  to  be  heaid  by  the  grand 
jury,  they  found  it  was  not  an  attempt,  but  an  actual 
commission  of  the  fact;  and  a  bill  was  found  accord- 
ingly. When  the  colonel  was  committed  to  Newgate 
he  was  loaded  with  heavy  fetters ;  but  he>»oon  pur«> 
M  a  chased 
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ohtfsed  a  lighter  pair>  !a9d  pM  for.tlM  <tit  of  »  rpmtk 
in  the.prisoB,  and  for  a  man  (o  attend  him*  tit  had; 
been  married  to  the  daughter  ef  Sir.  Alexandel** 
S«^inton  of  .Scotland,  who  boira  him  08£  daugbter,- 
^ho  was  mar«ied  to  the  earl  .of  Wem^s  3  and  the 
earl  happening  to  be  in  London  at  thetttme  of  the 
above  n^entioned  transaction,  procured  a  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpnsi  and  the  colonel  was  accordingly  ad- 
mitted to  bfitil.  *  His  trial  camte  on  at  the  Qld' 
Baileyy  February  %$,  1730,  and  every  art  was  used 
to  traduce  the  cjiaracter  of  the  prosecutrix,  with  a 
yiaw  to  destroy  ^he  Force  of  Utr  tvideiice  i  but,  bap*, 
pily,  her  character  was  so  fair,  atid  there  was  so  iit« 
tie  reason  to  think,  that  &he.had  any  sinister  view  in 
the  protecutk>n,  that  ev^ryiartifideiailed,  and  after 
a  long  trial,  in  which,  the  fa(^s  were  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  jury,  a  verdictof  guilty,  was  given 
again&t  the  colonel,  who  received  sentence  to  be  ex* 
ccuted  in  theaccustomed  manner*  On  this  occasion 
Charteris  was  not  a  little  obliged,  ^o  his  $onin-law» 
lord  Wemys,  who  caused  the  lord  president  Forbes 
to  cwne  from  Scotland*  to  plead  the  cau^  before 
the  privy- council  j  and  an  'estate  of  5O0I.  per  ann*: 
for  life,  was  assigned  to  the  presidient  &r  this  ser- 
vice. At  lesgth  the. king  consented  to  grant  the 
colonel  a  pardon,  on  his  settling  a  handsome  annui- 
ty on  the  prosecutrix.  Soon  aTter  his  conviction,  a 
nne  metzotinto  print  of  him  was  published,  repie- 
aenting  him  standing  at  the  bar  of  the  Oid  Baileyj 
with  his  thumbs  tied  |  and  under  the  print  was  the 
following  inscription  : 


*  Bail  for  a  capital  oftenc  U  not  admissible.^— f « 
it  not  a  ^hame  that  power  and  interest  should  thus 
triumph  over  jubticc  ?    £0iTOR« 

«  *Blood  I 
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*^  *Bioo4  I — must  a  co1one!|  with  a  lord's  estate, 

**  Be  thus  obnoxious  to  a  scoundrel's  fate  ? 

"  Brought  to  thr  bar,  and  sentence  from  the  hench« 

'•  Only  for  ravUhing  a  country  wench  ?— 

**  Shall  men  of  honour  meet  no  more  respect  ? 

**  Shall  their  diversions  thus  by  laws  be  checked  ? 

"  Shall  they  be  accountable  to  sauty  juries^ 

'^  For  this  or  t*other  pleasure  ?— hell  and  furies  ! 

"  lyhat  man  thro*  villainy  would  run  a  course* 

**  And  ruin  families  «tithout  remorse, 

'*  To  heap  up  riches  ^^if,  when  all  is  done, 

'<  An  ignominious  death  he  cannot  shun  ?'* 

After  the  narrow  escape,  from  a  fate  whfrli  he 
had  SO' weti  deserved,  he  retired  to.£dinbur^, 
where  he  lived  ^bout  two  years,  and.  then  died  in  a 
miserable  mannier,  a  victim  to  his  own  irregular 
cour««  of  life.  He  was  buried  in  the  family -vault, 
in  the  church-yard  of  theGrey  Fiiars  of  Edinburgh ; 
but  his  vices  had  rendered. him  so  dete&table,  that 
it  was  with  some  diiticulty  that  he  was  puf  into  the 
grave  ;  for  the  mob  almost  tore  the  comn  in  pieces, 
and  committed  a  variety  of  irregularities*  in  honest 
contempt  of  such  an  abandoned  charaqrer.  The 
celebrated  Dr.  Arbuthnot  gave  astvere,  but  very 
just,  chatactt-r  of  Colonel  Charteris,  in  the  follow- 
ing satyrical  epitaph; 

Hbri  lieth  the  body  of 

Cb^oNBL  Don  FranciSc0; 

Who,  with  an  inflexible  constancy. 

And  inimitable  uniformity  of  life, 

Persisted,  in. spile  of  age  and  infirmity. 

In  the  ptactice*  of  every  human  vice, 

Excepting  prodigality  and  hypocrisy  5 

N  3  His 
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His  insatiable  avarice 
^Exempting  him  from  the  first,  and 
HLj   cnatchlcss' impudence 
,  From  the  latter. 

Nor  was  he  more  singular  in 
^         That  undevlating  viciousness  oflifey 
TKaa  successful  in  accumulating  wealth  $ 
Having, 
Without  trust  of  public  money, '  bribe. 
Worth,  service,  trade,  or  profession, 
Acquired,  or  rather  created, 
A  ministerial  estate. 
Among  the  singularities  of  his  life  and  fortune 
Be  it  likewise  commemorated, 
That  he  was  tttt  only  person  in  his  time. 
Who  wouM  cfieat  without  the  mask  of  honesty  f 
Who  would  retain  his  primaeval  meanness, 
After  being  possessed  of  ten  thousend  pounds  a  year : 
And  wno,  having  done,  every  day  of  hit  Kfe, 
•     Somethhig  worthy  of  a  gifcrbet. 
Was  once  condemned  to  one. 
'  Thmk  not,  indigent  render. 
His  life  useless  ta  mankind  : 
•     -^     ProViixencb  , 

Favooted,  orrather  comiivcd  at, 
•  ^  *  '  His  exeaable  designs, 

'     •        '        That  he  might  remain^ 
'Jo  this  and  future  age^^ 
A  conspicuous  proof  and  example. 
Of  how  srtiail  estimation 
Exorbitant  wealth  Is  held  in  the  sight  of  the 

A:i«MIGHTY, 

By  his  bestowing  it  on 
The  most  unworthy 
Of  all  the  descendants  of    / 
Adam*  , 

CLAX. 


CLAXTON,  WILLIAM.    See  Cox,  Wm. 

CLUFF,  JAMES,  (murderer,)  was  born  in 
Cidre*fnarket,  and  lived  as  a  waiter  at  several  pub- 
lic-houses, in  all  of  which  he  mfihitained  an  extra- 
ordinary character  for  dilligence>  civility,  and  in- 
tegrity.    He  at  length  lived  as  a  servant  with  K  r. 
Payne,  master  of  the  Green  Larticc  in  HoJhoru  ; 
during  his  residence  here  he  fell  in  love.^ith  Mary 
Green,  his  fellow-servant^  but  2>be  being  courted  by 
another  man,     constantly   rejected   his  addresses, 
which  frf^qu^ntly  agitated  his  mind  in  the  most  vio- 
lent degree.   His  rival  having  one  day  vi4ted  Mary, 
sat  in  the  same  box  with  her,  and  was  received  by 
her  in  an  alFectionate  manner;  this  did  not  seem  at 
6rst  to  be  much  regarded  by  Cluffy  who  W98  then 
engaged  in  attending  the  custonters:  but  when  the' 
lover  was  gone,  Mr.  Payne  perceiveing  that  some* 
thing  hail  dtscoinposed  his  mind,    asked  htm ^ the 
reason  oi'  it,  but  could  !not  prevail  on  him  to  teJI  the 
cause.     While  Mr. Payne  and  his  wife  were  at  din* 
ner  in  the  parlour,-  and  the  girl  eating  her^s  in  one 
of  the  boxes,   Mrs#  Payne  heard  ^   noise  as  if  two 
persons  were  struggling^  and  going  into  the  tap- 
room,  Clu^  said,  *'  Come  hither  madam.  "'     On 
this  ^he  advanced,  and  saw  the  pri^ner  holding  the 
deceased  by  the  shoulders,   who  was  sitting  on  the 
floor,  and  specchles!^,  while  the  blood  streamed  from 
her  in  V  large  quantities.      Mrs.  Payne  ciUed  oiit» 
•*  WhatJiave  you  been  doing,  James  r*  he  said^ 
**^  Nothbg/*   Be  was  asked  if  be  had  seep  her 
bartiiej^if.    He  said,    «  No«-bttt  that  he  bad 
seen  her  bring  up  a  knife  from  the  cellar,  where  she 
had  been  to  draw  some  beer  for  her  dinner.V    Mr. 
Payne  now  enured  the  tap-room,  and  then  went 
into  the  cellar,   to  discover  if  Uiere  was  any  blood 
there  ,    but  £ndi%none,  he  accused  Cluff  cii  sus- 

ptcioB 
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picion  of  having  committed  the  murder ;  and  in* 
srantly  sent  for  a  surgeon >  When  the  surgeon  tr^ 
rived,  he  found  that  a  knife  bad  been  stabbed  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  entered  the  body 
of  the  girl,  in  such  a  manner,  that  i^he  could  not 
9ijinrive  the  stroke  more  than  a  minute.  A  bloody 
knife  was  found  in  the  room ;  and  Cloff  was  com* 
initted  to  Newgate  for  the  murder.  On  his  trial* 
the  surgeon  deposed  that  the  knife  fitted  the  wound 
that  had  been  made,  and  that  he  believed  the  woman 
had  not  kiUeii  herself:  but  the  jury  acquitted  the 
prisoner,  deeming  the  evidence  insufficient  A  dis* 
charge  of  theaccustd  patty  wouldnow  have  follow, 
ed  ot  course;  but  William  Green,  the  brother  and 
heir  of  the  deceased,  imhiediately  lodged  an  appeal ; 
in  consequence  of  which  ClufF  wa>  brought  to  trial 
at  the  next  sessions  but  one,  when  his  case  was  ar«  ■ 
gued  with  the  utmost  ingenuity  by  the  counsel  for 
and  against  him  j  but  this  second  jury  found  him~ 
guilty,  aud  be  was  sentenced  to  die.  After  con- 
Ifiction  he  eitereised  himsetf  in  every  act  of  devotion ; 
but  solemnly  declared  his  perfect  innocence  with  re- 
spect to-ihe  murder.  He  was  visited  by  his  friends, 
M"ho  earnestly  intreated  him  to  make  a  sincere  con- 
fesNioh,  especially  as,  in  his  case,  it  was  not  In  the 
power  of  the  king  himself  to  grant  him  a  pardon.^ 
In  ans«ver  hereto  he  freely  confessed  ail  hu  other 
crNnes  ;  but,  laying  he  would  not  rush  into  eternity 
with' a  lie  in  his  mouth,  again  steadily  denied  tlit 
prepetration  of  the  crime  of  which  he  had  been  con'^ 
vTcted.  The  clergyman  who  attcrfded  him,  urged 
bin  to  the  confession  of  his  guilt,  and  even  reN, 
fubcd  to  administer  the  sacrament  to  him  on  the 
morning  of  his  execution,  on  any  other  terms  than 
rhise  uf  acknowied«;ing  his  crime  ;  but  nothing 
could  shake  hisresolutlon :  he  still  steadily  persisted 
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iaiiis  iniukeflBce. .  On  his  way  ta  the  plaef  of  wki^» 

cutioDy  he  desired  to  stop  at  the  door  of  his  late 
mastery  whlth  being  graoted,  be  caUed  for  a  pint  of 
wincy  and  having  drank  a  glass  of  it,  addressed  Mr. 
Payne  in  the  following  terrntt:— ^*  Sir,  you  are  not 
iusensfble  that  I  am  going  to  sufi^  an  ignominious 
death,  for  a  crxnie  of  which  i  deciare  I  am  not 
guihjr;  as  I. am  to  appear  before  my  great  Judge 
in  a  tew  minutes  to-^answer  for  all  my  past  sins.  I  . 
hope  you  and  my  good  mistrtsis  will  pray  for  my 
poor  soul.  GodbJes^  you,  and  all  your  family/* 
At  tKe  place  of  execution,  he  behaved  in  the  most 
composed,  devoxit^  and  resigned  maniier ;  and 
seemed  to  possess  his  mind  in  the  consciousness  of 
knoocnce.  There  was  a  great  concourse  of  spec- 
tators to  witness  his  fatal  end,  to  whom  he  spoke  in 
the  following  manner  :  **  Good  people,  I  am  going: 
to  die  for  a  fatt  I  •  never  committed.  I  wish  aS 
mankind  well,  and  as  I  have  prayed  for  my  prose* 
.cutors,  I  hope  m^  sins  will  be  forgiven,  through 
the  merits  of  my  ever- blessed  Redeemer.  I  beg  you 
to  pray  for  my' departing  soul,  and  as  to  the  fact  I 
now  die  for,  I  wish  I  was  as  ine  from  all  other  sins/* 
Hestitieted  at  Tyburn,  on  the  25th  of  July»  i7»9» 
exhibiting  no  signs  of  fear  to  his  last  moment.-:^ 
Is  it  not.  probable,  the  iklitor  of  this  work  begs 
leave  to  iisk  the  reader,  that  the^  girl,  when  sh^ 
brought  the  knife  up  from  the  cellar,  might  have 
laid  it  carelessly  down^  in  some  auk  ward  position, 
and  afterward V  sat  upon  it,  tii  fwound  being  in  tbi 
upper  part  of  tbe  thigh  ?  Certainly  Clulf's  clearing 
bcr  from  >uicide,  and  not  endeavouring  to  account 
tor  the  WiHindi  ^^^'^  presumptive  proofs  of  his  in- 
nocence. 

COCK,  GEORGE,  (xiUKr,)  wasborn  in  tbe 
neighbourhood  of  Aldgate,  apd  at  a  proper  age  ap** 
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prentic^  to  a  |»etuke<'inftker  in  Spitahfidds ;  b^^l)e 
mbscondcd  before  the  rime  expiened  in  bis  indenture 
was  expiretlt  and  hU  master  judging  bim,  to  b« 
atrongly  disposed  to  disorderly  and  profligate  cour* 
ics,  punmcd  no  measures  to  induce  his  return.  He 
then  lived  seven  or  eight  years  as  errand-boy  and 
porter  to  several  tradesmen,  none  of  whom  had^any 
reason  to  suspeet  that  he  purloined- their  property  ;- 
but  he  was  held  by  them  in  no  f6teem9  on  account 
of  his  being  frequently  intoxicated,  and  associating 
"with  people  of  dissolute  principles.  It  is^natural  to 
suppose,  that  the  abandoned  Company  he  kept  in* 
creased  bis  incHnation  to  a  life  of  idleness,  and 
proved  the  cause  of  kis  pursuing  felonious  courses 
for  procuring  the  means  of  subslstance. .  Having- 
wade  pretensions  of  love  to  a  maid-servant  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  May  Fair,  she  invited  him  to  her 
master *s  house :  he  was  punctual  to  the,  appoint* 
went,  and  during  his  stay,  treacheroqsly  stole  a  »ili. 
ver  spoon  of  about  twelve  shillings  value*  Learning 
that  a  lady  lived  at  Streatham  whox^on  was  abroad, 
he  went  to  her  house»  and  informed  her,  that  he  wa$ 
lately  arrived  in  England,  and  waited  upon  her  by 
the  desire  of  the  young  gentleman,  to  assure  her  of 
the  continuance  of  his  filial  affection.  He  was  in« 
Vited  to  partake' of  the  best  provi:tions  the  house 
could  afford,  and  entertained  with  great  liberality, 
kindness,  and  respect.  After  he  had  suf&ciently 
refreshed  himseli,  and  secreted  a  large  silver  spoon 
in  his  pocket,  he  departed,  intending  to  direct  his 
course  towards  the  metropolis.  The  spoon  being 
missed,  two  servants  were  dispatched  in  search  of 
'  the  thief;  and  overtaking  him  at  about  the  distance 
of  a  mile  from  the  hou.se,  they  conducted  him  to  a 
magistrate  who  commuted  him  to  Bridewell,  9s  a 
''(;;fant«  the  lady  refusing  to  prosecute  him  for  the 
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lvk>qy.  Having  remauicd  in  «  priMit  about  tlyree 
montbsy  and  been  privately  wliipped,  be  was  di^'^ 
]n»9ed,  after  the  Justice  by  whom  he  was  committed 
had,  patbcrically  represented  to  him  the  dis^ace* 
danger,  and  iniquity,  of  seeking  to  obtain  alivell** 
hood  by  illegia)  practices.  .Upon  gaining  informa* 
tion.that  the  father  of  a  young  gcmleman  of  Bai^ 
tliojomew-lane  was  abroad,  he  went  to  the  house* 
and  pretended  to  the  youth  that  he  was  preparing  to 
embark  for  the  country  wliere  his  father  resided  ; 
saying,  that  as  He  was  acquainted  wi|h  the  old  gen- 
tleman, be 'should  be  happy  to  deliver  any  message 
or  Ietrer>  or  execute  any  commission' witb  which  the 
son  might  think  proper  to  charge  him.'  His  recep< 
tion  here  was  not  less  hospitable  than  that  he  expe- 
rienced at  Streatham  :  and  he  did  not  take  leave  till 
he  had  conveyed  a  silver  cup  into  his  pockety  vrjth 
which  he  got  off  undiscovered.  He  sold  the  cup» 
and  expended  the  money  it  pioduced  in  the  most  ex* 
travagant  manner.  After  this,  heCvent  to  the  house 
of  the  captain  of  a  trading  vessel^  in  Ratcliff-high- 
way,  whom  he  knew  was  at  sea,  expecting  that  he 
should  be  able  to  amuse  his  wife  by  some  plausible 
pretences,  and  obtain  a  booty  before  he  left  the 
Jiouse.  He  was  informed  that  the  captaia*s  lady 
was  not  at  home,  but  was  invited, into  the  house  by 
her  mother,  who  told  him  that  she  expected  her 
^lau^htcj-'s  return  in  a  very  short  time.  Being  shewn 
into  the  kitchen,  he  asked  the  maid-servant  K)rsome 
table-beer,  and  while  s^he  was  gon<e  to  draw  it,  he 
secreted  a  large  silver  tankard  i  upon  the  maid*« 
bringing  the  beer,  he  drank  heartily,  and  then» 
pretending  that  he  had  some  business  to  transact»> 
which  would  not  permit  him  to  stay  any  longer, 
took  leave,  promising  to  return  the  foUowing  day  : 
he  told  the  unkard  to  a  Jew*  lif  inqtiircd  of  a  ser* 
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vant  maid  ?n"Spita!-ifiel(!s,  whether  there  wer*^  not 
iomc  woman  in  that'  neighbourhood  wjiose  Hii^hdnds 
^t'crc  in  fol-cign  parts.  The  girl  said  the  husbands 
of  two  or  rnrce  of  her  master's  neighbours  were 
abroad,  and  asked  the.name  of  the  person  he  desired 
to  find.  He  said  he  had  forgot  the  narftie,  butart- 
fully  addtd  that  ht  shoujd  remember  it  upon  heart- 
ing it  repeated  j  in  consequence  of  which,  she  men- 
tioned somenames,  and  Upon  his  saylrig  (hat  one  of 
them  was  that  of  the  party  he  wanted,  the  girl  di- 
rected him  to  thp  hbusc  where  the  wife  of  his  supj- 
posed  friend  resided.  He  told  the  woman  that  be 
was. lately  arrived  in  England,  and,  by  herhusband*s 
particular  desire,  called  to  inform  her  of  his  being  in 
perfect  health  when  he  embarked.  He  formed  some 
trifling  excuse  for  occasioning  the  woman  to  leave 
the  ap  '.rtment,  and  soon  after  her  return  he  went 
away,  taking  with  him  a  pint  silver  tankard  and 
t\7o  silver  table  spobns.  By  the  above  and  other 
villainies  of  a  similar  nature,  he  gained  a  mainte- 
nance for  several  years.  At  last,  he  went  to  two 
ladies  in  Soho-i<quare,  in  one  day,  under  the  pretext 
of  delivering  messages  from  their  husbands,  who  had 
been  several  years  resident  in  foreign  parts ;  and  was 
received  by  them  in"  the  most  kind  and  hospitable 
itianner.  He  had  been  gone  but  a  short  time,  when 
one  of  the  ladies  missed  same  .silver  spoons  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  he  was  pursued,  and  taken  be- 
fore a  magistrate  j  and  during  his  examination,  the 
other  appeared,  and,  on  oath,  identified  a  silver 
tankard,  found  in  the  prisoner's  posi^ession.  He  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  and,  at  the  ensuing  sessions 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  condemned  to  suffer  death.  Dm 
ring  his  confinement  in  Newgate,  he  shewed  not  the 
lea^t  icmorse  for  his  past  ofFtnce*,  nor  employed  any 
^rt  of  the  ihort  time  he  bftd  totrxist  in  making  the 
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necessary  prcpat^tion  for  the  awfiil  chan^  he  was 
about  to  experience^  biit  flattered  himsell  in  the  ex- 
pectation ot  being  reprieved.  However,  after  learn-  ^ 
sag  that  he  was  ordered  for  execotiony  he,  in  some 
degree,  corrected  the  Irregnlarity  of  hirbejiaviour  j 
btft  still  his  cohdact  was  by  no  means  such  as  might 
have  biien'  expected  from  a  man  in  his  dreadful 
situation.  He  was  almost  wholly  regardless  of  the  ' 
devotional  exercises  at  the  place  of  execution  $  and 
refused  to  •address  the  populacey  though  urged  to 
it  by  the  ordinary.  He  suffered  at  Tyburn,  on 
the  13th  of  June,  174.8. 

CODLIN,  WILLIAM,  (SHip-DESTriOYER,) 
was  a  native  of  Scarborough,  and  allowed  to  be  an 
excellent  seaman  in  the  north  coast  trade,  in  which 
he  had  long  saihd,  between  Sunderland  and  Lon- 
don. He  jwas  captain  of  the  brig  Adventure,  no* 
minally  bound  to  Giberalter  and'I^ghorn  j  for  felo- 
niously destroying  which,  with  a  view  to  defraud  tbe 
underwriters,  Mes-rs.  Maryan,  Ryder,  Honeyman^ 
and  Na&fa,  on  the  8ch  of  August,  1802^  off  Bright- 
helmst:)ne»  by  boring  three  holes  in  the  larboard 
run,  and  other  holes  In  the  larboard  quarter, 
he  fvas  indicted.  Codlin  and  Reed  were  charged, 
as  officers  of  the  ship,  for  <k>nimitting.the  fact  j  afld 
Maefarlane  and  Easterby^  as  owners,  for  procuring 
It  to  be  committed.  The  trial  came  on  at  theles- 
aions»house,  in  the  Old  Bailty,  Tuesday,  Oct.  26, 
iSoi,  before  Sir  Wiiltanl  Scott,  lord  £Ilenbor.ougfi» 
ilnd  baion  Thompson.  It  commenced  at  9  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  did  not  coticiude  tilliz  at  night. 
So  great  was  the  desire  of  the  public  to  witness  the 
develcpement  of  this  nafarious  transaction,  that  the 
cessions- bouse  wa*  filled  before  eight  o'clock  in  the 
niormng,  and  every  avenue  leadtrig  thereto  blocked 
up.  The-  first  witness  was  T.  Cooper,  who  said  he 
was  a  seaman  on  board  the  adveuturei    yiigin^Hy 
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before  the  mast ;  was.sbippedinthe  river,  theve^%l- 
then   lying  belovy  Limehouse»     Codliii  was  captain 
and  Douglas  mate  ; ,  the  rest  of  the  crew  consisting 
of  two  boys,  making  in  all  five.     Storrow  wa6  com- 
ing back  and  forward.     There   was  a  part  of  the 
'cargo  on  board,    the  ves  el  sailed  from  Limehouse 
for  Yarmouth,  where  she  took  in  twenty-two  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco,  some  linen,  and  fifteeii  ton^  of 
ball^N't.     From  thence  they  proceeded  to  Deal,  pav- 
ing taken  on  board  at  Yarmouth  an  additional  hand, 
'  named  Walsh,   a  bricklayer's  labourer.    At  Deal, 
Bouglasj  the  mate,  complained  of  the  rheumatism, 
and  left  them.     Storrow  went  away,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Read.  They  took  in  another  hand,  named 
Lacy,     The  captain  said,  as  witness  was  bringing 
hliA  off  shore,    that  witness  should  take  Douglases 
birth  5    but  witness  said  he  was  not  capable,  not 
knowing  navigation.     The  captain  said,  as  long  as 
.  he  pleased  him,  that  was  plenty ;    they  did  not  sail 
from  Deal  as  soon  as  they  might.  The  captain  said 
at  one  time,  he  waited  for  letters  ;  and  at  another, 
,    he  waited  for  a  wind.     It  blew  a  little,    but  pther 
ships  sailed.   At  length,  they  sailed,  five  or  six  days 
before  the  vessel  went  down.     The  captain  gave 
strict  orders  to  keep  the  boa  ^Iree  :    witness  put  jn  ^ 
four  oars,  cutting  two  of  thedi  to  the  length  :  for* 
merly  they  threw  liimber  into  the  boat  ;"but  the  cap- 
tain ordered  that  there  should  be  none  there,  and  that 
there  should   be  plenty  of  tholes,  or  pins,    for  the 
oars.     The  captain  said,  they  should  not  be  in  the 
ship  forty-eigh^  hours  longer :  this  was  Friday.  On 
>    Saturday,  he  said  that  night  should  be  the  last  ;   it 
was  impossible  she  could  carry  them'  through  the 
bay  ;  he  did  not  think  her  trust-worthy  for  his  Hfc, 
,  and  why  should  witness  for  his  ?     The  captain  then 
^nt  witness  down  to  mix  grog  for  himself  and  Read, 
*       /  and 
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and  some  of  the  crew.  Witness  was  afterwards 
walking- the  quarter-deck  ;  the  captain  was  at  the 
helm,  and  called  witness  to  relieve  him.  The  captain 
went  below  ;  he  came  up  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  and 
said  to  the  witness,  ^'godown,  and  you  will  find  an 
auger  on  the  cabin  deck  :  take  up, the  scuttle,  and 
bore  two  or  three  holes  \n  the  run,  as  close  down  to 
the- bottom  as  possible-*'  The  witness  wentdown^ 
and  found  the  auger :  it  was  a  newone,  brought  by 
the  captain  from  Deal,  and  ^as  put  into  the  handle 
of  another  auger:  he  bored  three  holes,  closedown 
in  the  run,  with  two  augers'  and  a  spike  gimblct, 
which  he  left  in  the  holes.  The  witness  came  on 
deck,  and  told  the  captain  he  had  bored  the  holes. 
The  captain  asked  if  the  water  was  coming  in?  wit- 
ness said,  not  much,  for  he  had  left  the  auger  in  the 
holes.  The  captain  said  they  might  remain  till  day- 
light. On  Sunday  morning,  the  cabin  boy  was  pre- 
vented from  coming  down  by  the  captain ;  before  ' 
that,  he  always  came  down,  and  got  breakfast  in  rhe 
cabin.  At  day-break,  witness  pulled  out  the  augers^ 
and  the  water  came  in,  but  the  captain  did  not  think 
it  came  in,  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  wished  for  the 
mall  to  enlarge  .the  holes.  The  witness  said,  the 
crow-bar  would  do.  The  captain  ordered,  him  to 
bring  the  crow-bar,  and  make  the  holes  larger :  he 
dfd  so  ;  the  captain  v^as  present  all  the  tim^,  and 
lent  a  hand  to  knock  down  the  locker?,  to  make 
room.  The  crow-bar  went  through  the  bottom, 
and,  the  witness  believed,  so  did  the  angers.  Mr. 
Read  was  in  bed,  close  by  the  holes  ;  the  distance 
might  be  about  four  yards.  Mr-  Read  turned  him« 
self  round  several  times  while  the  witness  was  boring 
the  holes  :  he  never  spoke,  nor  did  witness  speak  to 
bim,  but  he  turned  vn  the  bed  sevetal  times  ;  the 
auger  did  not  make  much  nuise.  When  the  holes 
o  2  were 
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were  bored »  the  witness  called  lUad*  hy  the^tp- 
tain*s  order  ?  he  came  qn  deck>  but  shortly  after  he 
went  down,  and  went  to  bed  a|;ainy  The  bed  v^i 
on  the  larboard  side  of  the  cabin.  Read  could  not 
see  the  augers,  but  he  might  hear  the^  water  run,  a« 
the  cabin>  boy  heard  it»  and  the  witness  h'es^rd  it 
himself,  a  small  hole  being  left  open  to  keep  the 
pumps  at  work.  Read  went  to  bed  again,  but  he 
was  on  deck  when  the  hole  was  beat  fvith  the  crow- 
bar. Read  w«s  permitted  tQ  go  down,  bpt  the  boyt 
were  not.  When  the  hole  was  beat  through,  thie 
colours  were  hoisted  }  the  boat  was  already  out,  an4 
all  hands  in  lt«  except  the  captain  and  wi^nessL  Wit- 
ness packed  up  his  things  when  be  was  told  they 
could  not  be  forty- eight  hours  in  the  vessel,  but  he 
nentioned  the  matter  tp  nobody.  He  packed  th^in 
in  a  bread-bag  which  he  emptied  qn  thedeck.  When 
the  holes  were  borine,  the  captain  ordered  the  men 
aloft,  to  take  in  sail ;  no  one  could  pojssibly  see  or 
hear  him«  except  witness,  the  captain,  and  Read. 
They  left  the  vessel  at  eight  o'clock.  Several  boats 
came  oif  on  the  signal,  The  people  iu  them  said,  ' 
they  (captain  Codlin  and  his  people)  had  met  with  a 
sad  misfortune :  they  answered  yes.  The  boat  asked 
if  they  wanted  any  assistance,  and  offered  to  toiy 
them  on  shore.  The  captain  said^  she  was  his  while 
sl^  swam,  and  they  had  no  business  with  her*  The 
Swallow  revenue  cutter  then  came  up,  and  took  the 
brig  in  tow,  fastening  a  hawse  to  the  mast  i  the 
bris,  which  lay  on  her  beam*ends  before,  immedi- 
ately righted,  and  went  idown.  Witntss  has  no 
doubt  that  she  went  down  in  consequence  of  the 
holes.  Read^s  trunk  had  come  on  board  at  Deal ;  It 
was  sent  back  the  next  day ;  witness  helped  it  into 
the  boat :  it  was  full  of  linen  when  it  came,  s^nd  wa^T 
't  lucked ;  witness  does  not  knofv  wl»tJt  contained 
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wben  it  went  back.  Captain  Codtin  and  the  whole  * 
crew  went  to  the  Ship  tavern  at  Brighton.  Read 
said  CO  a  lady  who  came  to  see  him,  that  he  had  lost 
every  thing  belonging  to  him,  and  that  he  was  ru<- 
ined.  Easterby  and  Macfarlane  came  td  Brighton 
on  Tuesday  :  they  came  to  the  Ship  tavern.  Eas- 
terby asked  where  the  holes  were,  and  of  what  size : 
there  were  some  carpenter's  tools  on  the  floor,  which 
hid  been  brought  from  the  vessel :  Easterby  asked 
if  the  holes  were  of  the  same  size  of  the  handle 
of  the  chibsel  that  was'  among  the  tools  ;  and 
being  told  they  were,  said,  the  witness  ehoul^l  pre- 
pare the  handle  to  plug  the  holes,  in  case  the  ship 
should  come  on  shore,  as  she  was  then  driving  in. 
Macfarlane  was  in  the  room,  but  witness  cannot  say 
whether  he  could  hear,  as  he  spoke  in  a  low  voice. 
Easterby  said  Codlin  was  a  d — <\  fool,  Ive  had 
madp  a  stupid  job  of  it ;  he  ^ould  have  done  the  bu- 
siness on  the  French  coast,  and  then  he  might  have 
made  the  shore  of  either  country  in  the  boat,  in 
such  fine  weather.  Macfarlane- discoursed  with  * 
them,  but  witness  did  not  hear  what  he  said.  Eas* 
terby  spoke  loud  enough  for  all  the  room  to  hear 
him.  Macfarlane  and  Easterby  ordered  the  captain 
and  witness  to  goto  London  together,  and  to  take 
private  lodgings,  in  which  they  should  keep  close, . 
Or  they  would  be  under  sentence  of  death.  Macfar- 
lane took  seats  in  the  coach  for  them,  and  paid  their' 
passage.  Read  wrote  ou  a  piece  of  paper  where 
witness  was  to  go  in  London,  to  Macfarlane's  house. 
Witness  received  9s.  wage's^  and  Macfarlane  gave 
him  a  guinea  :  this  was  after  he  had  described  the 
siie  of  the  hole,  he  could  not  say  whether  the  others 
were  paid  their  wages.  Witness  came  up  with  one 
of  the  bags,  the  captain  being  stopped  by  a  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Douglas).  The  boy  was  put  in  his  place 
03  at 


^t.five  or  six  in  the  m&nnag.  Head  weqt.  wiili 
Witness  to  th||e  coach  offi^s;  Naacfarlane  came  after» 
and  Easterby  came  with  the  boy,  who  was  appren- 
tice to  Storrow.  Only  one  pump  had  been  wprke^ 
for  a  length  oFtime  in  (he  ship,  the  other  was  not  in 
order :  there  was  a  gear  for  the  other,  but  the  csip- 
tain  did  not  want  to  find  it.  The  captain  sent  the 
boy  down  for  the  great  co^t ;  the  boy,  on  his  return 
said  the  water  was  running  :  the  captain  said  it  was 
no  such  thing,  it  was  only  the  waur  in  the  ruo» 
and  told  the  boy  to  eo  forward.  He  ordered  witness 
to  go  down  to  see,  but  jogged  him  as  he  passed, 
and  told  him  to  say  it  ws^s  nothing.  Witness,  on 
coming  up,  said  it  was  only  the  water  in  the  run. 
Witness  staid  in  iJondon  two  nights,  and  then  went, 
to  his  mother,  near  Saxmundham,  in  Suffolk  ;  hav- 
ing no  money,  and  failing  to  get  a  ship,  -after  sje- 
veral  applCcatiohs,  he  walked. the  whole  way,  which 
IS  S8  miles.  When  he  arrived*  his  mother  told  htm 
there  had  been  people  after  him,  about  a  ship  $  and 
there  had  6een  hand-bills,  offering  a  reward.  Hq 
immediately  sent  for  the  constable  of  the  place,  Mr. 
Askettle,  and  surrendered  himself,  to  whp^be 
told  every  thing,  desiring  him  to  take  him  to  Lon- 
don. John  Morris,  George  Kennedy,  Lacy,  and 
J 1  roes  Welch,     corroborated  Cooper's  testimony. 

-  Storrow  proved  the  intent  of  the  voyage,  that  it  was 
to  defraud  the  underwriters.  The  insurances  were 
also  proved.  Several  witnesses  gave  Read  and  Mac- 
farlaneagood  character.  As  it  appeared  that  Read 
took  no  active  part  in  the  busin«.ss,  and  one  of  the 
witnesses  having  intimated  that  he  was  deaf,  and  the 
learned  judge  observing  that  it  was  possible  he  could 
nor  h«ar.the  conspirators  talking  and  the  boring  of 
the  ship,   &c.  he  waS'a<}\iitted,  and  the  re^t  found 
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GttiUy.;  bu$  twv  points  of  Uw  having  been,  pointed 
Ofit  by  Mr.  Erskine,  in  favour  of  Easterby  and 
lyfaciarlaneyjudgment  was  accordingly  arrested,  for 
the  decision  of  the  twelve  judges.  They  all  beard 
the  veidict  with  much  firmne^-— Read  ivith  the  most 
conhposure  i  £astert^y  apparently  with  indiffetence» 
looking  arpund  him  s  Macfarlane*s  features  shewed 
he  wa«  inws^idly  much  affected,  though  he  bore 
himself  with  fUrmness  ;  Codlin  stood  behind.  Sir 
William  Scott  clesired  that  Codlin  might  be  put  to 
the  bar,  and  the  others  removed.  Sir  William  then 
iponounced  sentence  of  death  on  Codlin,  in  the 
mpst  solemn  afid  impressive  manner  j  telling  him  to 
employ  the  few  days  he  had  (o  live  in  repentance, 
and  reconciling  himself  to  God,  for  there  was  no 
hope  of  pardon  in  this  world.  Codlin  then  retired 
with  a  film  and  undannted  deportment,  talcing  Sk 
riripectful  leave  of  the  court  as  he  went  out.  On 
Friday  preceding-  his  execution,  M<s.  Codlin  left 
tpwn  for  Windsor,  with  a  petition  to  his  Majesty, 
which,  ho.wcver,  her  husband  had  declared  be  did 
nor  conceive  would  be  of  any  sei^vice  } .  yet,  iu  spite 
Qfthis.decIaration>  bew,asfn  the  fullest  expectation 
of  a  respite  until  near  twelve  at  night,  when  all  hi^ 
hopes  vanished,  and  the  certainty  of  his  fate  burst 
upqn  his  mind,  andciused  the  greatest  perturbatioi^ 
and  anxious  desire  tp  see  his  wife,  A  pet$oo  of  the 
same  of  Dring,  who  sat  up  with  him,  and  ti^whose 
kind  and  humane  attentions  he  seemedtruly sensible, 
i|sfd  every  means. to,  tranq^uillize  his  mind ;  this  ef- 
£rct  was  at  length  prod  viced  ^  aod,  on  his  wife  being 
Introduced  to  him,  which, ^  by  the  considerate  hu- 
»»anity  of  Mr.  Kirby,  wAsdone  eatly  in  the  morn- 
ing (she  having  returned  to  Mr.  Kirby 's  house  be- 
tween two  and  three  o^clock),  he  *ras  'perfectly 
O0in£os«d, .  A»y. description. of  their  parting  scene 

'would 


l52  CODLIN. 

would  be  a  mockery  of  real  woe.     After  tlie  trying 
conflict  was  over,  the  sacrameht  was  administrated 
by  Dr.  Ford  to  Mr.  Codlin,  in  which  ceremony  his 
friend  Dring  also  partook  ;    the  behaviour  of  the 
prisoner  now  assumed  the  manly  and  firm  dignity 
of  the  assured  christain.      He  freely  communicated 
to  Mr.  Dring  all  the  circumstances  of  his  crime  ; 
but  the  particulars  of  the  conversation,    so  far  as 
they  reipect  his  accomplices,  were,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, prudently   omitted.     At  Brighton,    he  said, 
between  five  and  six  guineas  were  given  him,-  and 
he  was  urged  to  go  o6F,    being  assured   that  if  h©. 
was  taken  he  would  be  hung.     On  Saturday  morn- 
ing, November  17,  1802,  this  unfortunate  man  was 
brought  out  of  the  goal  of  Newgate  to  proceed  to 
undergo  the  last  extremity   of  his  sentence  at  the 
Docks  at'Wapping.    'On  leaving  the  prison  to  get 
into  the  mourning  cart  which  was  to  convey  him  to 
the  place  of  execution,    he  in  the  mpst  gratefully 
pathetic    manner  i-eturned  his  acknowledgements  to 
Mr.  Kiiby,    for  his  many  kind  attentions  and  in- 
dulgences to  him  since  his  condemnation.     He  was 
conducted  from  Newgate  by  Ludgate  Hill  and  St. 
Panrs  into  Cheapside.  •  A  number  of  peace  offi- 
cers on  horseback  were  at  the  head   of  the  melan- 
choly procession.      Some  officers  belonging  to  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  with  the  City  Marshals,   fol- 
lov*ed  next.     The  SheriflFs  were  in  a  coach,   as  was 
also  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,   the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford*  ' 
Codlin  was  in  a  cart,    with  a  rope  fastened   round 
his  neck  and  shoulders^    He  sat  between  the  execu^ 
tioner  and  his  assistant.      He  wore  a  blue  coat,  a 
white  waistcoat,  buff-coloured  velvet  breeches,  and 
white  stockings.      He  seemed  a  well-built  figure, 
rising  somewhat  above  the  middle  size,  in  the  very 
»>rime  of  hU  strength  ;  and.;,   pcrliiips,  about  35  <5r 
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|6  ye^rs  of  age.  As  he  passed  down  Cbeapside^ 
CdrDhilly  and]^adenha]l-street,  and  onward  through 
Aidgate,  anr!  Ratcliffe  Highway,  he  continued  to 
read  the  accustomed  prayers  with  great  devotion^ 
In  which  he  was  joined  by  tho$e  who  ss^t  with  him 
10  the  cart.  His  behaviour  was  in  the  most  strlk* 
ing  degree  decent  and  manly.  His  looks  wore  a 
composure  very  different  from  that  of  the  insensi- 
biHty  of  intoxication,  false  hopes»  or  of  brutish  stu* 
pidi^y  or  indifference.  There  vvas  in  his  counte* 
n^ijce  an  expression  of  intelligence^  firmness,  and 
resignation,  which  shewed  that  he  bad  in  him  dur* 
ing  that  awful  hour,  all  the  fortitude  and  feeling  of 
uman.  The  obstructions. by  the  different  turnings 
in  the  way,  and  by  the  concourse  of  peoole  filling; 
every  passage,  did  not  seem  to  disturb  the  settled 
^rmness  of  bis  mind*  As  the  procession  drew  near 
to  the  scene  of  execution,  the  difficulties  of  the  pas* 
sage  grew  continually  greater^  so  that  it  was  hard- 
]?  possible  for  the  peace  officers  to  clear  the  way. 
At  the  entrance  towards  the  dock,  it.  became  ne- 
ces^ary  that  the  criminal  should  be  moved  out  of 
the  cart,  to  walk  to  the  scaffold,  wnich  was  yet  ^t 
some  distance.  He  desended  from  the  cart  with 
the  assistance  of  those  who  were  beside  him.  After 
coming  down,  he  stood  as  erect  as  the  confinement 
of  his  arms  and  shoulders  would  ajlow.  His  looks 
ll^ill  wore  an  air  of  unchanged  firmness.  He  walked 
on  with  a  steady  step,  and  was  evtn  observed  by 
some  gentlemen  to  chuse  the  least  dirty  paths,  so 
as  to  avoid  bemiring  his  legs  while  he  went  on. 
He  ascended  the  ladder  to  the  scaffold  without  be- 
traying any  ernotions  of  terror.  On  the  scaifold  he 
jp'med  in  prayers  with  the  clergyman,  who  was  there 
in  attendance  for^woor  thi'ee  minutes.  During  this 
a^f^il  scene  his  4(pprti9ent  W2^  ri^markably  serene* 
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He  repeatedly  declared  that  he  forgave  his  assocU.' 
ates.  He  confessed  the  justice  of  hk  sentence,  and 
begged  the  Ordinary  to  accept  his  most  grateful  ac- 
kootvledgements  for  his  pious  and  friendly  admoni- 
tionsi  by  the  assistance  of  which  he  died  in  peace 
with  all  mankind,  and  in  the  most  implicit  belief 
of  the  forgiveness  of  the  Almighty.  He  shook  the 
clergymlan^s  hand  in  taking  farewell,  with  some- 
what of  a  convulsive  grasp.  A  cap  was  put  on  his 
head — he  drew  it  with  his  own  hands  over  his  eyes* 
The  boards  upon  a  signal  from  the  sheriff,  who  sat 
in  an  opposite  window,  was  soon  after  dropped  from 
under  his  feet.  In  two  or  three  minutes  he  appear- 
ed to  expire  without  a  struggle.  His  body,  after 
hanging  for  the  due  length  or  time,  was  cut'down^ 
and  carried  away  in  a  boat  by  his  friends.  An  im-' 
mence  concourse  of  people  attended  his  progress 
from  the  gaol  to  the  place  of  execution  j  it  conti- 
nually augm'cnted  while  he  proceeded.  When  he 
itached  the  scaffold,  the  whole  neighbourhood  to  a 
considerable  distance  was  filled  with  one  throng  ; 
all  the  decks  of  the  ships  round 'the  dock,  and  a 
multitude  of  boa'ts  on  the  river,  were  eqhally  crowd- 
ed With  spectators.  The  solemnity  of  the  occasion 
seemed  totnakc  a  due  impre^sson  on  thef  mob. 

COLEMAN,  RICHARD,  (supposed  mur-' 
Derer),  had  received  a  decent  education,  afid 
was  clerk  to  a  brewer,  lie  had  a  wife  and  several 
children,  who  were  reduced  to  accept  the  bounty 
of  the  parish,  in  consequence  of  his  having  been, 
though  innocent f  found  guilty  at  the  assizes  held  at 
Kingston,  in  Surry,  in  March  1749,  of  the  mur- 
der of  Sarah  Green,  on  the  23d  of  July  preceding. 
Sarah  Green  having  been  with  spme  acquaintance 
to  a  btan- feast  in  Kennington-lahe,  staid  fill  a 
kte  hour,  and,  on  her  return  towards  Southwark, 
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she  met  with  three  men,  who  had  the  appearance 
of  brewers'  servants,  two  of  whom  lay  with  by 
force,  and  otherwise  used  her  in  so  inhuman  a  man- 
ner as  win  bear  no  description.  Such  was  the  ill. 
treatment  she  had  received,  that  it  was  two  o'clock* 
in  the  morning  before  she  was  able  to  reach  her 
lodgings,  and  on  the  following  day  was  so  ill,  that 
she  informed  several  people  how  she  had  been  treat- 
,  ed  }  on  which  she  was  sent  to  St.  Thomas's  hospital. 
While  in  the  hospital  she  declared  that  a  clerk  in 
the  (then  Berry's^  brewhouse  was  one  of  the  parties 
who  had  treated  her  in  such  an  infamous  manner  j 
and  it  was  supposed  Coleman  was  the  person  to 
whom  she  alluded.  Two  days  after  the  shocking 
transaction  had  happened,  Coleman  and  one  Daniel 
Trotman  happened  to  call  at  the  queeu's-head  aler 
house  in  Bandy  leg  walk,  where  the  latter  was 
perfectly  sober,  but  the  former  in  a  state  of  intoxi- 
cation. Having  called  for  some  rum  and  water, 
Coleman  was  stirring  it  with  a  spoon,  when  ji 
stranger  asked  him  what  he  had  done  with  the  pig ; 
meahing  a  pig  thtt  had  been  lately  stolen^ in  the, 
neighbourhood.  Coleman,  unconscious  of  guilty 
and  conceiving  himself  affronted  by  such  an  imper- 
tinent question,  said  *^  D — n  the  pig,  what  is  it  to 
me  ?'•  The  other,  who  seems  to  have  had  an  in- 
tention to  ensnare  him,  asked  if  he  knew  Kenning- 
ton-lane  ?  Coleman  answered  that  he  did,  and  ad- 
ded, '*  what  of  that  V*  The  other  then  asked  him 
if  he  kniew  the  woman  that  had  been  so  cruelly 
treated  in  Kennington-lane  I  Coleman  replied  yes  $ 
and  again  said,  "  what  of  that  ?"  The  o,ther  man 
asked,  **  Were  not  you  one  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  that  affair  V  Coleman, 'who,  as  before  observed, 
was  intoxicatedi  and  had  no  suspicion  qf  design, 
replied,  <<  If  I  had^  you  dog,    what  then  ?*'  and 
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threw  at  htm  the  spoon  with  which  he  was  st|rrin|^ 
the  %aor.  A  viulent  quarrel  ensiied ;  but  at  length 
Coleman  weot  away  with  Trotman.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day>  Coleman  oiUing'at  the  Queen*s  Head 
aboTe-mentioned>  the  landlord  Informed  htm  how 
imprudently  he  had.  acted  the  preceding  day.  Cole- 
men,  who  had  been  too  drunk  to  remember  what 
passed,  asked  if  he  had  offended  any  person;  on 
which  the  landlord  iiiformed  him  of  what  had  hap- 
pened :  but  the  other,  still  conscious  of  his  inno- 
^  cence>  paid  no  regard  to  what  he  said.  On*  the 
ft9th  of  August,  Daniel  Trotman  and  another  man 
went  before  Mr.  Clarke,  a  /  magistrate  in  thct 
Borough,  and  charged  Coleman  on  suspicion  of 
having  violently  assaulted  arid  cruelly  treated  Sa- 
rah Green,  injhe  Parsonage  walk,  near  Newington 
church,  in  Su'ry.  The  magistrate,  who  does  not 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  Coleman  was  guilty, 
sent  to  him,  and  hired  a. man  to  attend  him  to  the 
hospital  where  the  wounded  woman  lay*  j  and  a  per-  y 
son  pointing  out  Coleman,  asked  if  he  was  one  of 
the  persons  who  had  used  her  s^  cruelly.  She  said 
she  believe  he  was  *.  but  as  she  declined  to  sw^ar 
positively  to^  bis  having  any  concern  in  the  affair. 
Justice  Clarke  admitted  hi^  to  bail.  Sometime  af- 
terwards Coleman  was  again  taken  before  the  ma« 
gistrate,  when  nothing  positive  being  sworn  against 
him,  the  justice  would  have  absolutely  discharged 
him :  but  Mr.  Wynne,  the  master  of  the  injured 
girl,  requesting  that  he  might  once  more  be  taken 
to  see  her,  a  time  was  fixed  for  that  pucpose,  and 
the  justice  took  Coleman^s  word  for  his  appearance. 
Th«  accused  party  came  punctually  to  his  time, 
bringing  with  him  the  landlord  of  an^lehou&e  whera 
Sarah  Green  had  been  on  the  night  of  the  affair. 
With  the  three  men  who  really  injiued  her  :  this 
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^dbtican«  .and  the  other  people,  declared  on  oath 
that  Coteinan  tvas  not  one  of  the  parties.  On  the 
following  day  Jusfice  Clarke  went  to  the  hospitll 
to  take  the  examination  of  the  i^oman  on  oath,^ 
Ha'ving  asked  her  if  Coleman  was  one  of  the  men 
who  had  injured  her,  she  said  sh^  could  not  tell,  at 
it  was  dark  at  the  time  ;  but  Coleman  being  called 
in>  an  oath  was  administered  to  her,  when  she  swore 
that  he  was  one  of  the  three  itien  that  abused  het. 
Notwithstanding  this  oath,  the  justice,  who  thought 
the  poor  girl  not  right  in  her  senses,  and  was  con- 
vinced in  his  own  mind  of  the  innocence  of  Cole- 
man, permitted  him  to  depart  on  his  promise  df 
bringing  bail  the  following  day  to  answtr  the  com- 
pbint  at  the  next  assizes  for  Sarry ;  and  he  brought 
bis  bail,  and  gave  security  accordinglr,  Sarah 
Green  dying  in  the  hospital,  the  coroner  $  jury  sat 
to  ^nq^aire  into  the  cause  pf  her  death  ;  ahd  havin|r 
found  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  Richard 
Coleman,  and  two-  persons  then  unknown,  a  war- 
itnt  was  issued  to  take  Coleman  into  custody.-^ 
Though  this  man  was  conscious  of  his  innocence, 
3r«t  such  were  his  terrors  at  the  idea  of  going  to  pri- 
son on  such  a  charge,  that  he  absconded,  ana  se- 
creted himfelf  at  Pinner,  near  Harrow  on  the  HilL 
King  George  the  Second  being  then  at  Hanover, ' 
a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Lords  pf  the  Re- 
gency^ otiering  a  reward  of  50I.  for  the  appreh^A* 
aton  of  the  supposed  offender ;  and  to  this  the  pa- 
mh  of  St.  Saviour,  Southwark,  added  a  reward  df 
ftol.   Coleman  read  the  advertisement  for  his  ap- 

Siehension  in  the  Gazette,  but  was  still  so  thought- 
's as  to  conceal  himself,  though  perhaps  an  im- 
mediate  surrender  would  have   been  deemed   the 
strongest  testimony  of  his  innocence  5'  however,  to 
swert  hU  innoctrncc,  he  caused  the  following  ad  ver^ 
p  tisemcnt 
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tisement  to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers,  «  r 
Richard  Coleman,  seeing  myself  advertistd  in  tb« 
ST"1'  A'  >'»«^/«'"l.<>n  account  of  the  murder 
of  Sarah  Green,  knowing  myself  no  way  culpable. 
t°,""u  '.^?'*''"*  "°*  absconded  fromjuftice; 
but  will  wilhngly  and  readily  appear  at  the  nextas- 
««.,  knowing  that  my  innocence  will  acquit  me  " 

hendcd  at  Pinner,  on  the  t»d  of  November,  and 
lodged  ,n  Newgate,  whencb  he  was  removed  to  the  ' 
new  jail,  Sou.hwark,  till  the  time  of  the  assizes  « 
Itmgston  m  Surry  ;  when  his  conviction  arose  prin! 
cipal  y  from  the  evidence  of  Trotmau,  and  the  dl. 
claration  of  the  dying  woman.  Some  person,  pw^. 
ively  swore  that  he  was  in  another  place  at  the  ri^ 
^'J^Tu^'  ~n?n„tted ;  but  their  evidence  wasn^ 
credited  by  the  jury.  After  conviction  he  behaved 
^L'  °"k'  1^°,  ""''Po^^fd  of  conscious  innocence, 
and  who  had  no  fear  of  death  for  a  crime  which  he 
had  not  committed.  He  was  att«ded  at  thepVt^ 
of  execution  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  to  whom  te 
delivered  a  paper,  m  which  he  declared,  that  be  «S^ 
altogether  innocent  of  the  crime  alle'ged  .g«T.t 
him.  He  died  with  great  resignation;  lamenting 
only  theuistressm  which  he  should  leavi a  wife  and 
two  children  This  unhappy  victim  to  erron^ui 
evidence,  suffered  the  sentence  of  the  law  at  Ken 
wngton  common,  on  the  uth  of  April.  1740 

About  tw^  years  after  Coleman's  death,  ii'w« 
discovered  that  James  Welch,  Thomas  lone^  ^S 
John  Nichols,  were  the  persons  who  ac.uallJ^^ea.S 
Sarah  Green  m  that  inhuman  manner  which  occ^ 
•loned  her  decease.  These  offenders  had  he^^! 
.^quainted  from  theh-  child hooH.  a„T  had  W  Z 
Biurder  a  secret,  till  it  was  discovered  m  the  follow 
"gmanncr.     While  Wekh,  and  ayoungSfe 
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named  James  Bush,   were  walking  onthe  road  to 
Newington  Biirts,    their  conversation  happened  to 
turn  on  the  subject  of  those  who  had  heen  executed 
without  being  guilty  i    and  Welch  said,  **  among^ 
whom  was  Coleman.    Nich6l>,  Jones,  and  I,   were 
the  persons  who  committed  the  murder  for  which 
lie  was  hanged/'     In  the  course  of  cpnver&ationy 
Welch  owned  that,  having  been  at  a  public-house 
called  SotVhole,   they  had  drank  plentifully,  and 
en  their  return    through   Kenninglon-lane,    met 
with   a  woman,   with  whom  they  went  as  far  a» 
the    Parsonage    walk,    near  the  church-.yatd  'of 
Newington,  where  she  was  so  horridly  abused  by 
Nichols  and  Jonbs,  that  Welch  declined  oiTeiing 
her  any  farther  insult.     Bush  did  not  at  that  time 
appear  to  pay  any  particular  attention  to  what  he 
heard  ;    but  soon  afterwards,    as   he  was  crossing 
Ix>ndon- bridge  with  his  father,  he*  addressed  him 
as  follows  :  •*  Father,  I  have  been  extremely  ill ; 
and  as  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  live  long,   I  should 
be  glad  to  discover  something  that  lies  heavy  on  my 
mind."     Accordingly  they  went  to  a  public-house 
in  the  Borough,    where  Bu^h  related  this  story  to 
his  father,   which  was  scarce  endeti,  when  seeing 
Jones  at  the  wmiiowy    thcv  called  him  in,  and  de- 
sired hiVn  to  diink  with  them.    He  had  not  been 
Jong  in  company,    when  they  told  him^they  beard 
he  was  one  of  the  murdtrers  of  Sarah  Green,   on 
whose  accouru  Cotcman   sutfered  death.       Jones 
trennbl^d  and  rurntd  pale  u>.  henring  what  they  said  ; 
hot  soon   assiiming   a   degree    of  courage,    said, 
•*  What  does  it  Mgiaity  ?'  The  man  is  h^anged>  and 
the  woman  diraci,    and   nobody  can  hurt  us }"  to 
which  he  added,  **  We  were  connected  with  a  wo* 
o>an,  but  who  can  tell  iha/.  was  the  woman  Coleman 
died  for?'*     In  consf4«ien'cc  of  tMs  acknowledge- 
ment, Nichol^,  Jones,  and  Welch,  were  soon  after - 
p  z  ward« 
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wards  apprehended  ;  when  all  of  tbem  steadily  de» 
nied  thftr  guilt;  and  the  hrre-say  testimony  of 
Bush  being  all  that  could  he  adduced  against  themt 
Nichols  was  admirted  evidence  for  the  crown  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  all  the  particulars  of  the  hor- 
rid murder  were  developed.  The  prisoners  beinor 
brought  to  trial  at  the  next  a&sizcs  for  the  county 
of  Surry,  Nichols  deposed,  that  himself,  with 
Welch  and  Jones,  having  been  drinking  at  the 
house  called  the  SotVhole,  on  the  night  that  the 
woman  was  used  in  such  an  inhuman  manner,  they 
quitted  the  house,  in  order  to  return  home,  when 
meeting  a  woman,  they  asked  her  if  she  would 
drink  \  which  ske  declined,  unless  they  would  go 
to  the  kiig*s-head,  where  she  woulil  treat  them  with 
a  pot  of  beer.  Hereupon  they  went,  and  dranl^ 
both  beer  and  geneva  with  her ;  and  then  all  the 
parties  going  forward  to  the  Parsonage- walk,  the 
poor  woman  was  treated  in  a  manner  too  shocking 
to  be  described.  It  appeared  that,  at  the  time  <^ 
the  perpetration  of  the  fact,  the  murderers  wore 
white  aprons  ;  and  that  Jones  and^  Welch  called 
Nichols  by  the  name  of  Coleman  \  ch-cumstancec 
that  evidently  led  to  the  prior  conviction  of  that  uo^ 
fortunate  mdn  ;  as  it  caused  the  during  girl  to  mis* 
take  their  persons.  On  the  whofe  state  of  the  evi- 
dence there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  guilt  of 
the  prisoners,  so  that  the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to 
convict  them,  and  sentence  of  death  passed  of 
course.  After  coilviction  they  behaved  with  the 
utmost  contrition,  being  attended  by  the  Rev,  Dr. 
Hoyvard,  rector  of  St  George's,  Southwark,  to' 
whom  they  readily  confessed  their  oiTences.  They 
likewise  signed  a  declaration,  which  they  begged 
might  be  published,  containing  the  fullest  as^ertioii 
of  Coleman^s  inaoce;nccs  and>  exclusive  of  ibis  ac« 
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knowledgcmcnt,  Welch  ^rote  to  the  brother  ofColc- 
man,  confessing  his  guilt,  ahd  begging  his  prayers 
and  forgiveness  Jones  wrote  to  his  ^istcr,  then  liv- 
ing in  the  service  of  a  genteel  family  at  Richmon'i, 
requesting  h€r  to  make  interest  in  his  favour  :  but 
the  answer  he  received  was,  that  his  crime  was  of 
such  a  nature,  that  she  could  not  ask  a  favour  for 
himr  with  any  degree  of  propriety.  She  earnestly 
brggcd  of  him  to  prepare  for  death,  and  implore  a 
pardon  st  th»t  tribunal  where  alone  it  could  be  ex»" 
pected,  The  J  suffered  at  Kei>nington  common,  o» 
the  6th  of  September,  1751. 

COLLEDGE— See  Ramsf.y,  J. 

COtLEY,  THOMAS,  (murderer,)  was  of 
low  birtby  without  any  education,  and  thus  igno« 
rant,  became  the  dupe  of  pjejudice  and  superstition 
in  the  following  manner.  On  the  1 8th  of  April, 
175"!,  a  man  named  Nichols  went  to  William  Dell, 
the  cryer  of  Hemel  Hempstead,  in  Hertfordshire, 
and  delivered  to  him  a  piece  of  paper,  with  four- 
pence,  to  cry  the  words  which  were  written  on  the 
'paper,  a  copy  of  which  was  as  follows  :  **  T^i*  i* 
to  give  notice,  that  on  Monday  next,  a  man  and  a 
woman  are  to  be  ducked  at  Tring,  in  this  county^ 
for  their  wicked  crimes."  This  notice  was  given 
at  Winslow  ^nd  Leighton-Buzzard,  as  well  as  at 
Hemel- Hempstead,  on  the  respijctive  market-days, 
and  was  heatd  by  Mr.  Barton,  overseer  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Tring,  who  being  informed  that  the  persons 
intended  to  be  ducked  were  John  Osborne,  and 
Ruth  his  wife,  and  having  no  doubt  of  the  good 
characters  of  both  the  parties,  he  sent  them  to  the 
workhouse,  as  a  protection  from  the  rage  of  the 
mob.'  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  practice  of  the 
infernal  ceremony,-  an  immense  number,  supposed 
to  be  no  fe^er  than  five  thousand,  assembled  neas 
^  P  3  the 


the  workhouse  at-Tring,  vowing  rcveng£  aglinst 
Osborne  and  his  wife,  as  a  wizard  and  a  witch,  and 
demanding  that  they  should  be  delivered  u{>to.theu: 
«  fury  :  they  likewise  pulled  down  a  wall  belonging 
to  the  Workhouse,  and  broke  the  windows  and  their 
frames.  On  the  preceding  evening,  the  paster  of 
the  workhouse,  suspecting  some  violence  from  what 
he  heard  of  the  disposition  of  the  people,  sent  O37 
borne  and  his  wife  to  the  vestry  room  belonging  to 
the  church,  as  a  place  the  most  likely  to  secure 
ihem  from  insult.  The  mob  would  not  give  credit 
to  the  master  of  the  workhouse  that  the  parties 
were  removed,  but  rushing  into  the  house,  searched 
k  through,  examining  the  closers,  boxes,  trHnks« 
and  e*vefi  the  salt  bosfy  in  search  of  them.  There 
being  a  hole  in  the  ceiling  which  appeared  to  have 
been  left  by  the  plaisterers,  Colley,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  active  of  the  gang,  cried  out»  **Let  us 
search  the  ceiling/*  This  being  done  by  Charlea 
Youngj  with  as  little  success  as  before,  they  swore 
they  would  pull  down  the  house,  and  set  fire  to  the. 
whole  town  of  Tiing^  except  Osborne  and  his  wife 
were  produced.  The' master  of  the  workhouse,  ap- 
prehensive  that  they  vvould  carry  their  threats  into 
execution,  informed  them  where  the  poor  people 
were  concealed,  on  which  the  whole  mob,  with 
Colley  at  their  head,  vt<;nt  to  the  church,  and 
brought  tbeip  off  in  triumph.  This  being  done,  the 
mob  conducted  them «•  to  a  pond  called  MarUtou- 
Mere,  where  the  man  and  woman  were  separately- 
tied  up  in  a  cloth  :  then  a  rope  was  bound  round 
the  body  of  the  woman,  imdec  her  arm-pits,  a^d 
two  men  dragged  her  into  the  pond,  ai^d  through 
it  several  times ;  Colley  going  into  the  pond,  and, 
with  a  stick,  turning  her  from  side  to  side.  Having 
lucked  her  repe4tedly  in  this  jimmier,  they  placed 

her 


hat  by  the  siJe  of  th«  poad,  ^nd  ingg^d  the  old 
maa  in,  3nd  ducked  him  :  then  he  was  put  by^  and 
%h^  woman  ducked  again  as  bcfcrei  Colley  making 
the  same  use  of  his  stick.  With  this  cruelty  ^he 
busband  was  treated  twice  over,  ^nd  the  wife  thr^f 
times ;  during  the  last  of  which  the  cloth  in  which 
«be  was  wrapped  came  oif,  and  she  appeared  quite 
Slaked.  Not  sat^fted  with  this  barbarity^  CoUcy 
pushed  bis  stickr against  her  breast.  The  poor  wo- 
man attempted  to  lay  hold  of  it,  bqt  her  strength 
being  i)ow  exhausted,  sh#  expired  pn  the  spot.  Col* 
l^  then  v^ent  round  the  pond,  and  collected  money 
^the  populace  fqr  the  sport  l)e  had  bhewn  them,  in 
ducking  the  old  witch,  as  he  called  her.  '  The  mob 
having  been  dispersed,  the  body  was  taken  out  of 
ihe  pond,  and  e^mitied  by  Mr*  Foster^  a  surgeotr, 
^hen  the  coroner's  inquest  being  summoned  on  ^hp 
occasion,  Mr.  Foster  deposed,  that  «*  on  ex3min« 
ing  the  body  of  the  deceased,  he  foipnd  no. wound, 
^5iit  internal  or  external,  except  a  fittle  place  that 
]l8d  the  sl^in  off  on  one  of  her  brQa3ts  i  and  it  w^s 
bisopinion,  t)i^t  she  was  suffocated  wrth  w^ter  and 
Skud/^  HeceuponCpUey  w9!«  taken  in?o  custodyt 
and  when. his.  trial  capnc  on  he  made  the  following 
4efeace  :-r-''  I  happened  to  be  so  unfoi^tgnate  as  to 
brat  }fizxkUinrf;r4i<n»  among  other  peopje,  oiit  q£ 
fiiriosity,  to  see  yvhat  the.mob.wopJd  do  with  John 
Osborof  aod  wife  I  wiiete,  seeing  tii^t  they  used 
ibem  verjs  bajrb^rouftly,  I  weat  into  the  pond  as  a^ 
friend,  to  save  her  if  I  could  ;  for  I  kneyr  bptll 
very  well,  and^nevev  had  any  QCca>iop  to  fail  out 
with  them,  but  boce  them*  good  will.  As  for  the  - 
money  I  Ciillected  by  the  pond-side,  it  was  for  the 
great  pains  I  bad  taken  in  the  pond  to  >a^e  botb 
the  man  and  the  womjm."  '||piKever.»  upon  th« 
fvidejJOr.ofMr-.FasKr,  »n4  th^Wt  .of  ae^'er^l  wfio 
,  witnesfiifd 
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vritnessed  Colley's  activity  in  the  moK,  be  vras« 
found  guilty,  anrl  received  sentence  of  death.—— 
After  conviction,  be  seemed  to  behold  bis  gxVth  in* 
its  true  light  of  enormity.  On  the  day  before  his' 
execution  he  received  the  sacrament,  and  then  sign- 
ed the  following  solemn  declaration,  which  he  re- 
quested might  he  dispersed  through  the  <everai-  . 
towns  and  villages  in  the  county.:  ^        ' 

<*  Good  People, 
<«  I  beseech  you  all  to  take  warning  by  an  un* 
happy  man's  suffering  >  that  you  be  not  deluded  in- 
to so  absurd  and  wicked  a  conceit,  as  to  believe' 
that  there  are  any  such  beings  upon  earth  as  witcl^s.' 
It  was  that  foolish  and  vain  imagination,  heighten- 
ed and  inflamed  by  the  strength  of  liquor,  whic1# 
prompted  me  to  be  instrumental  (with,  others  as 
mad  as  myself)  in  the  horrid  and  barbarous  mar* 
«!cr  of  Ruth  Osborne,  the  supposed  witch,  for 
Di'hich  I  am  now  so  deservedly  to  suffer  death,  I^m^ 
fully  convinced  of  my  former  error,  and,  with  ^hc 
sincerity  of  a  dying  man,  declare  that  I  do  not  V^ 
licve  there  is  such  a  thing  in  being  as  a  witch  i  and 
pray  God  that  none  of  you,  through  a  comi*ary 
persuasion,  may  hereafter  be  induced  to  think  that 
you  have  a  right  in  any  shape  to  persecute,  much 
kss  endanger  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature.  J  beg 
of  you  all  to  pray  to  God  to  forgive  me,  and  to 
wa5h  clean  my  polluted  soul  in  the  blood  ot  Jesu« 
Christ,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer. 

••  $0  cxhorteth  you  all,  the  dying  » 

#*  Thomas  CoLLEY/* 

•  The  day  before  his  execution,  he' was  removed 

from  the  g'aol.  of  Hertford,  under  the 'Escort  of  a 

indred  i^en  of  the  Oxford  Blues;  comaianded  by, 
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se\ro  officers ;  aiid  being  lodged  iu  the  gaol  of  St* 
Alban^Sy  iwas  put  intQ  a  cnaise  ^t  five  o^clock  the 
next  morniug,  with  the  hs^ngman,  and  reached  the. 
place  of  execution  about  elevtUi  where  his  wife  and 
daughter  came  to  take  leave  of  him  $  s^id  the  mi- 
nister of  Tring  assisted  him  in  his  last  moments* 
when  be  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  unfeigned  penl* 
.  fence  and  devout  contrition.  He  suffered  August 
^9  17519  i^nd  was  afterwards  buug  in  chains  at  a 
pls^ce  called  Gubblecut^  near  where  the  offence  was 
committed. 
'  COLLIER,  WILLIAM.  See  Rann,  Johk. 

COLLINGTON,  TOHN,  (incendiary,)  was 
tjieson  of  a  rector  at  Pluckley»  near  Sandwich  in 
Kent,  and  was  Qualified,  by  a  liberal  education^  and 
great  natutal  talents,  to  have  made  a  very  respect- 
able figure  in  life  $  but  his  passions  were  $0  vio- 
lent, and  bis  revenge  so  implacable,  that  ^\\  whg^ ' 
imw  him  beheld  him  with  horror.  He  used  to  de* 
dare  that  he  would  be  a  sincere  friend,  but  an  in- 
veterate foe ;  and  even  while  at  school  created  sucb 
di^senttous  -among  the  other  scholars^  that  he.  was 
lieid  in  universal  contempt,  and  was  discharged 
from  tfiore  schools  than  one  with  marks  of  igno-> 
miny.  At  length  his  father  apprenticed*  him  to  a 
grocer  in  Newg  te-stre«t,  London,^  but  he  behaved 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  become  an  object  of  terror 
to  his  fellow  -  servants,  and  rendered  himself  so.  truly 
disagreeable  to  his  master,  that  he  gave  up  his  in* 
4cnture!«,  and  di^harged  htm.  Having  served  the 
remainder  of  his  apprenticeship  wth  a  grocer  of 
Af  aidstone,  be  opened  a  shop  at  Rye  In  Sussex, 
where  be  lived  some  years ;  but  he  fomented  such 
perpetAial  dUeord  among  his  neighbours,  as  to  o€<^ 
casion  several  law-surts  j  and  scarce  any  one  woutd 
deal  with  a  man  whom  every  one  bad  reason  to,  de^ 
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spise.  From  this  place  he  went  to  Charing  in  ICent»  ' 
where  he  likewise  kept  a  shop  a  considerable  time  ; 
but  the  same  irascible  conduct  which  had  rendered 
him  an  object  of  contempt  at  Rye,  made  him 
equally  obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  place. ' 
He  had  not  been  long  in  bxisiness  before  he  married  ' 
a  young  lady,  with  whom  he  teceived  a  consider-' 
able  fortune,  and  by  whom  he  had  ten  children. — 
His  conduct  towards  them  was  the  most  extravagant' 
that  can  be  imagined.  Six  children,  who  died,  he 
buried  in  his  own  garden,  nor  would  he  permit  any 
of  them  to  be  baptised.  He  frequently  beat  them 
in  a  barbajTous  manner;  and  when  the  mother  in- 
terposed in  their  behalf,  he  used  to  confine  her 
whole  nights  in  a  saw  pit.  Being  remarkably  fond* 
of  sporting,  his  wife.  When  pregnant,  requested  he' 
would  procure  her  a  partridge  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  went  out,  and  shot  several :  but  when  the' 
birds  were  dressed,  and  ready  for  the  table,  one  ot 
the  children  happening  to  offend  him,  he  correfcted* 
ir  in  so  severe  a  manner  as  to  endanger  its  life  ;  and' 
the  mother  interposing  for  the  preservation  of  the' 
child,  he  was  so  enraged,  that  he  cut  the  partridges 
in  pieces,  and  threw  ihem  to'  the  cats  and  dogs.— ^' 
Tms  instance  of  worse  than  savage  ferocity  so  af^ 
fected  his  wife,  that  she  fell  into  fits  and  miscar^ 
ried  :  but  she  had  not  been  long  recovered,  when* 
on  her  interposing  in  hehalf  of  one  of  the  children,' 
whom  he  was  treating  with  severity,  hejhrewher' 
down  stairs,  and  stamped  on  her  breast,  which  gave 
rise  to  a  cancer  that  occasioned  her  death.  His  far' 
ther  dying  soon  after  this,  he  succeeded  to  a  good' 
estate  at  'J  hrowleigh  in  Kent,  to  which  place  he 
removed  5  and  took  to  the  practice  of  exporting 
wool  contrary  to  law,  for  which  he  was  prosecoted 
the  court  of  exchequer,  and  convicted  to  pay  a 
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lar^e  penalty  i  but  be  avoided  payment  by  having 
prevrou>ly  conveytd  his  estate  to  another,  and  then 
swearing  he  was  not  worth  five  pounds.  Being  pas- 
sionately fond  of  hunting,  he  was  frequently  pro-' 
secuted  for  offending  against  the  game  laws,  by 
which  he  was  put  to  ahiiost  continual  expence  — -r-r 
Notwithstandii)g  the  treatment  his  first  wife  had  re- 
ceived from  him,  he  soon  married  a  second,  by 
whom  be  bad  ai>o  six  children.  At  length  his  ot- 
fe^ccs  again.st  the  laws  made  for  the  preservation  of 
the  game  became  so  numerous,  that  the  dowager 
countess  of  Rockingham  built  a  cottage«  In  which 
&he  placed  one  of  her  servants,  as  a  spy  upon  his 
conduct.  Codington,  incensed  by  this  circum- 
stance, tempted  a  poor  countryman  to  set  fire  to  the 
'cottage;  but  the  man  had  courage  and  honesty  to 
resist  the  temptation.  Hereupon  he  took  one  qf  his 
servants,  named  Luckhurst,  to  Fever^ham  in  Kent, 
'at  the  time  of  the  fair,  and,  on  their  wiy  thither,^ 
'  told  him  he  would  give  him  half-a-guinea  to  fire  the 
said  cottage,  which  the  man  leccived  and  promised 
to  comply.  On  the  following  day,  when  Lucie* 
hurst  recollected  the  nature  of  the  contract  he  had 
been  making,  his  mind 'was  so  disturbed  that  he 
went  to  Collirgton,  and^  offered  back  the  money, 
declaring  that  he  would  have  no  share  in  the  trans- 
arction.  Collington  was  so  enraged,  that  hethreat- 
*  ened  to  destroy  him  }  unless  he  kept  the  money  and 
did  as  he  had  agreed  ;  the.  con3equence  of  which 
wa<,  the  man  fired  the  cottage  at  midnight,  by 
which  it  was  Induced  to  the  ground.  This  man 
was  so  neglectful  of  his  children,  that  he  would  not 
buy  them  necessary  apparel,  so  that  they  appeared 
like  beggars;  noi  would  he  even  pay  for  their  learn- 
ing to  read.  One  of  his  sons,  a  boy  twelve  yfars 
of  age,  having  offended  him,  ht  confined  -  him  in  a 
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fiaw-ptt,  where  he  must  have  been  starved,  but  that 
ht  was.  occasion-ally  supplied  with  food  by  the  hu- 
manity of  the  servants  :  and  for  this  conduct  their 
brutal  master  turned  them  out  of  the  house  with- 
out paying  what  was  due  to  them.  This  inhuman 
wretch  then  refused  to  maintain  ^is  son,  so  that 
the  child  absolutely  begged  his  bread  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood :  but  he  had  not  wandered  long  in  thi& 
manner,  when  Mr.  Clarke,  the  churchwarfien,  re- 
ceived him  into  his  house,  and  provided  for  him 
till  the  quarter-sessions,  when  he  submitted  the  case 
to  the  consideration  of  the  magistrates.  The$e 
gentlemen,  having  reflected  that  Collington  was  in. 
affluent  circumstances,  gave  directions  that  the 
child  should  be  pro{^erly  provided  for,  and  issued  a 
warrant  for  seizing  on  part  of  the  father's  effects, 
to  defray  the  charge.  This  warrant  was  executed 
by  a  constable  whom  Clarke  attended— a  circum- 
statice  which  gave  such  offence  to  Collington,  that 
he  vowed  tevenge,  and  baiKe  Clarke  make  his  will. 
After  this  he  hired  five  fellows  to  go  to  Mr.  ClAke*s 
house,  and  demand  the  child,  on  pretence  that  he 
belonged  to  a  ship  :  but  Mr*  Clarke  having  the 
n>agistrate*s  order  for  his  proceedings,  .^aid  he  was 
willing  to  answer  for  his  conduct  before  any  justice 
of  the  pe^ce.  No  sooner  had  he  thus  expressed 
himself,  than  they  beat  him  in  the  most  violent  de- 

free,  and  threatened  his  instant  destruction,  unless 
e  consented  to  accompany  them.  '  These  threats 
Had  such  an  effect,  that  he  mounted  a  horse  l^ehind 
y)ne  of  them  ;  but  as  they  were  riding  along,  he 
''jumped  o£r^  and  ran  into  the  ccuri-yard  of  a  gen- 
tleman, whose  gate  happened  to  stand  open,  while 
the  other  parties  fired  at  him — Ibut  he  escaped  un^ 
hiftt.  Here  he  remained  fill  the  following  day, 
vheii  he  went  to  hi^  own  house>   and  thence  ro  a 
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tntgHtrarey  before  «vholn  hc^worc  the  {leice  against 
CoHington :  on  which  the  magistrate  granted  a 
warrant  for  his  apprehension,  and  refusing  to  give 
bail  for  his  good  behaviour,  he  was  lodged  in  the 
gaol  of  Canterbury.  During  his  confinement,  he 
continually  threatened  vengence  against  Clarke  ; 
and  to  execute  his  purpose,  he  sent  for  a  labouring 
man  named  Stone,  and  the  above-mentioned  Luck- 
hurst,  and  offered  thein  a  guinea  eteh,  on  the.  con- 
dition of  their  setting  fite  to  Mr.  Clark^i  bam,  ih 
which  a  considerable, quantity  of  com  was  deposit- 
ed. The  villains  agreeing;  to^  this  bargain,  fired 
the  bam  at  midnight,  and  likiiw^i^c  a  number  of 
hay-ricks^  all  of  which  were  destroyed.  Mr.  Clark, 
suspecting  that  Collington  was  the  cont^nver  of  thi$ 
horrid  scheme,  made  application  to  a  magistrat<^, 
who  isiued  an  order  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
fnoi*e  closely  confined,  and  that  the  gaoi* keeper 
shotild  take  particular  notice  of  his  visitors.  This 
precatftion  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  ofPenders*:  for 
Luckhurst  coining  to  procure  more  money  of  Col- 
lington, he  was  taken  into  custody,  and  conducted 
bd^ore  a  just  ice  of  the  peace,  to  whom  be  conff  ssed 
the  affair)  and  being  admitted  an  evidence,  Stone 
was^toon  taken'up  as  one  of  the  prilicipflls.  At  the 
following  assizes  held  at  Maidstoni:,  OoUington  and 
Stowe  were  brought  to  trial ;  when  the  former  turn- 
ed his  back  on  the  court,  *wkh  an  air  of  such  indig- 
nation,  that  ttie  judge  deelared  be  had  never  wit- 
nested  «o  much  in»ole'nce  and  contehnpt.  The  pri-  . 
soners  having  been  coovicied  ort  tljfc  fullest  evi- 
dence, were  carried  back  to  GanterbHify,  where  thi 
debtors  commiserated  their  unhappy  ctrcuihstanifes : 
but  Callingtt>n  made  a  jest  of  his  situatiejn^  arnd 
flwvrc  he  did  not  regard  tty  a^  b^^a*  cerl«i<i  of  o)^. 
(^^  taining 
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taining  the  royal  mere)'.  Hi$.  wife  coming  to  visit 
him*  was  so  affected  with  grief  as,  to  be  unable  to 
speak  to  him  for  a  considerable  time  ;  but  he  bade 
her  not  to  give<  herself  the  least  concern,  as  he  was 
certain  of  getting  a  reprieve*  and  hoped  to  live  49 
be  revenged  on  his  enemies^  even  if  he  should  be 
transported.  He  frequently  expressed  himself  in 
the  most  vindictive  terms  against  his  prosecutors  ; 
and  appeared 9  in  other  respects,  so  destitute  of  all 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  that  his  conduct  surprised 
every  one  who  was  witness  to  it.  Thus  he  spent  his 
time  without  preparing  for  the  sentence  he  was  to 
sufller,  and  still  boasting  to  his  visitors  that  the  rank 
of  life  he  MM  as^a  gentleman  would  secure  him  a  ' 
pardon.  Luckhurst,  who  had  been  evidence  against 
him,  having  been  apprehended  for  committing  a 
robbery  on  the' highway,  CoUington  thought  this  a 
fair  opportunity  to  solicit  a  reprieve  |  ^r  which 
purpose  he  dispatched  an  express  to  the  duke  of 
Newcastle  i  but  the  answer  he  re<^eived  was,  that 
he  must  not  expect  any  favour,  for  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  had  exerted  their  influence  that 
the  Iloiw  might  be  permitted  to  take  its  course.  ^  On 
being  informed  the  warrant  foi  his  execution  was  ar- 
rived, his  boasi|d  courage  left  him  for  a  short  time} 
but  recollecting  himself*  he  enquired  if  Stone  was 
'  included  in  the  warrant  $  and  being  answered  in  the 
afBrmative*  said  he  lamented  his  situation  more 
tbati  his  own  |  'after  this  he  soon  recovered  his  spi- 
rits,' and  still  flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of  be- 
ing pardoned.  The  day  preceding  his  execution, 
be  was  visited  by  his  wife  and  several  relations^  who 
advised  him  to  make  a  setious  preparation  for  hts 
appntaching  fate  $  and  asked  him  where  he  would 
be  t^uried*    lliii  qucstiou  so  Inflamed  him>  ihathe 
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iwore  he  ^'ould  not  bjc  hanged :  but  soon  after- 
wards calling  for  a  glass  of  wine»  he  drank  it;  sav- 
ing, <*  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die."" 
On  the  following  day,  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
place  of  execution  in  a  mourning  coach,  -and  Stone 
in  a  cart  i  both  of  them  being  placed  under  the 
gallows,  ColHngton  prayed  with  the  minister,  hut 
declined  making  *any  speech  to  the  surrounding 
multitude.  They  suffered  at  Canterbur^r,  oa  the 
7th  of  August,  174-9- 

GOOK,  THOMAS,  (murderer,)  was  the  son 
of  a  butcher,  a  man  of  reputation,  at  Gloucester : 
when  he^was  about  fifteen  years  of -age,  his  father 
put  him  apprentice  to  a  barber-surgeon,  in  London, 
^ith  whom  he  lived  two  years,  and  then  running 
away,  engaged  himself  in  the  sci- vice  of  •  ■ 
Needham,  Ei^q.  who  was  page  of  honour  to  King 
William  the  Third  :  but  his  mother  writing  to  him, 
and  intimating,  in  the  vulgar  phrase,  **  that  a  gen- 
tleman's service  wasno  inheritance,  ^'  he  quitted  his 
place,  and  going  to  Gloucester,  engaged  in  the  bu- 
siness of  a  butcher,  being  the  profession  of  several 
of  his  ancestors.  H^  followed  this  trade  for  some 
time,  and  served  master  of  the  company  of  butchers 
in  his,native  city  ;  after  which  he  abandoned  that 
business,  and  took  an  inn  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  successful  ia  it,  ^ince  he  soon  afterwards 
turned  grazier.  Restless,  however.  In  every  station 
of  life,  he  repaired  to  London,  where  he  conpmenced 
prize-Bghier,  at  May-fair.  At  this  time,  *M ay > fair 
was  a  place  greatly  frequented  by  prize-fighters, 
thieves,  and  womctn  of  bad  character.  Here  pupJ  . 
pet*shews  were  exhibited,  and  it  was  the  favourite 
resarr  of  all  the  profligate  and  abandoned.  At 
length  the  nuisances  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that 
Queen^Ann  issued  her  proclamation  for  the  sup* 
92  .     pression 
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pr«ftsion  of  vice  and  iminora]ity»  with  a  particular 
vieiv  to  this  fair  ;  in  consequenGe  of  which,  the 
jtiitices  of  the  peace  issued  their  warrant  to  the 
kigh  conttablcy  who  summoned  all  the  inferior  con- 
subles  to  bis  assistance.  When  the  constabJes 
.came  to  sitppress  the  fair.  Cook,  with  a  mob  of 
about  thirty  soldiers  and  other  person$»  stood  in  de- 
fiance of  the  peace  officers,  at  whom  they  threw 
brickbats  by  whom  some  of  the  latter  were  wound- 
ed. Cooper,  theconstable,  being  the  most  actiyct 
Cook  drew  his  sword  and  stabbed  him  in  the  beUyt 
and  he  died  of  the'wound  at  the  expiration  of  four 
days*  Hereupon  Cook  fled  to  Ireland,  and  (as  it 
was  deposed  upon  his  trial)  while  he  was  in  a  pub- 
tic-house  there,  he  swore  in  a  profane  manner,  for 
which  the  landlond  censured  him,  and  told  him  there 
were  persons  in  the  house  who  would  take  him  into 
custody  £br  It  i  to  which  he  answered,  *'  Arc.thera 
any  of  the  informing  dogs  in  Ireland  f*— We  in 
London  drive  them  )  fo»  at  a  fair  called  May -fair, 
there  was  a  noise  which  I  went  out  to  see-^^six 
soldiers  and  myself—* the  constables  played  their 
paits  with  their  staves,  and  I  played  mine  i  and 
when  the  man  dropped,  I  wiped  my  sword,'  put  it 
up,  and  went  away."  *  Cook  having  repeatedly 
talked  in  bis  boasting  and  insolent  manuer,  was  at 
length  taken  into  cu&tody,  and  sent  to  Chester, 
whence  he  was  removed  by  a  writ  of  Habeas  Cor* 
put  to  London  :  and  being  tried  at  the  Old  BaiWy, 
was.  convicted,  and  received  sentence  of  death. 
After  conviction  fae  solemnly  denied  the  crime  for 
which  he  had  been  condemned »  declaring,  that  be 
.  bad  no  sword  in  his  hand  on  the  day  the  constable 
f^s  killed,  and  was  not  in  the  company  of  those 
who  killed  him'.  Having  received  the  sacrament  on 
the  aist  of  Julyt  i703»  he  was  taken  from  Newgate 

to 
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to  be  carried  to  Tyburn,  but  when  he  was  got  to 
High-Holborn,  opposite  Biooro$bury,  a  respite 
arrived  for  him  til!  the  following  Fiiday.  On  hit 
return  to  Newgate  he  was  visited  by  numbers  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  would  have  rejoiced  with  him  on 
hU  narrow  escape,  but  he  declined  all  company, 
except  that  of  those  who  would  assist  him  in  his 
devotions.  On  the  Friday  that  he  was  to  have 
been  executed  he  received  another  respite  till  the 
nth  of  August,  whef\  he  underwent  the  severest 
rigour  of  the  law  with  the  greatest  penitence  and 
rcsig^nation.  » 

COOK,  HENRY,  (highwayman,)  was  the 
son.  of  creditable  parents  in  Houndsditcb,  who» 
having  given  him  a  decent  education,  apprenticed 
him  to  a  leatber-cutttr :  as  soon  as  he  had 
served  his  time,  his  fathei^  took  a  shop,  of  a  shoe- 
maker, at  Stratford,  in  Essex,  in  which  he  placed 
him.  Having  some  knowledge  of  the  shoe-making 
business,  his  onset  was  successful,  and  he  married  a 
young  woman  at  Stratford,,  by  whom  he  had  three 
, children.  He  now  began  tu  keep  bad  company, 
and  neglect  his  shop,  by  which  means  be  became 
involved,  and  was  obliged  not  only  to  quit  his  house 
in  apprehension  of  the  bailifls,  but  wholly  to  de- 
cline business  :  and  having  taken  up  gooos  in  the 
name  of  his  father,  he  was  a&hamed  to  make  appli- 
cation  to  him  for  relief  in  his  distress.  Among  his 
idle  acquaintance  was  an  apothecary,  named  Young, 
who  was  concerned  with  him  in  robbing  gardens' 
and  fish-ponds,  and  in  stealing  poultry.  The  per- 
sons robbed  .offered  a  reward  for  apprehending  the 
offenders  ;  and  Cook  having  been  known  to  mU 
fowls  at  Lea6enhall-market,  a  warrant  was  granted 
tb  take  him  i»(o  custody,  but  having  notice  ofity 
ht;  concealed  hinaself  two  months  ;tt  the  house  efi^ 
83  rd». 
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r^^attoQ  9t  Gj'ays,  la  £s.9ex.  During  this  retreat  it 
V9a»  determmt:d  not  to  execute  the  warrant  $  but 
Cook  l^arniug  that  a  baili^at  Stiatford  had  vowed 
tp  arrest  him  if  be  could  be  found»  he  vent  the 
officers  a  Jetter*  advising  him  to  consult  his  own 
si|fety»  for  he  would  blow  hist  brains  out  if  he  shoul4 
nieet  him.  This  thre^t.eflfcctuajly  intimidate^  the 
bailiff:  aifd  Cook  having  dissipated  all  his  cash, 
went  (o  Stratfonl,  where  he  quarrelled  wjth  his  wife, 
took  away  several  articles  of  furniture,  went  t9 
Lo|)dont  dnd  sold  them.  He  then  lived  at  his  re- 
lation's in  Shoreditth,  wh^e  he  was  jtreated  with 
civility  while  his  money  lasted.  Being  now  driven 
tp  extremity,  he  went  to  Moprfieldsi  where  he  pur- 
chased a  pail*  of  pistol^9  and  having  procured  pqw.- 
der  and  ball*  went  towards  Ne«  ington,  in  his  way 
to  which  he  cobbed  a  man  of  fifteen  shillingSy  and 
returned  to  London.  Thus  embarked  in  the  high 
road  to  destruction^  he  determined  to  continue  h>8 
dangerous  trade  ;  and  on  the  following  day  went  ro 
Finchley-Commou,  ^here  he$topj>ed  a  gentleman^ 
the  bridle  of  whose  hor^  he  seized,  and  ordered  him 
tp  dismount  on  pain  of  deatb«  The  rider  comply- 
ing, ^as  robbed  both  of  his  money  and  horse ;  but 
h(^  oflfered  the  highway mai^  three  guineas  if  he 
would  send,  the  horse  to  an  iii^  at  St/Albans,  which 
he  ptomUed  to  do  :  however,  ijiiding  t^t  he  had  ^ 
valuable  acquisition  in  the  beast,  he  forgot  his  pro- 
OAise.  He  now  crowed  the  country  to  Enfield- 
Cbace,  and  going  to  a  pqbllc  house  where  he  yv^s 
k9own,  said,  that  he  wished  id  hide  him^lf  leai^  he 
should  be  s^rfe^ted.  Daving  continued  here  two 
days  he  proceeded  to  Totti(jfih^an»  where  he  robbed 
«  gentleman  qf  abput  ti;c  ppfinds,  aif 4 leaving  his 
bori^e  at  an  Inn  ha  Bishopjgate,»vtreet,  >irent  to  his 
isinaa's  iu  ShQtejtilclijrwhsre  he  wa*  intcrroga- 
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ted  ce9p«ctm|:  his  possesting  «o  much  moneyt  hat 
he  wqiitd  give  no  satisfactory  answer.  On  the  fol- 
fywing  day  he  ^^nt  on  to  the  St.  Alban^s  road,  and 
iv^ying  gobbed,  a  stagecoach  of  eight  pounds^  he 
went  to  Enfield-Chace,  to  the  hoii-^e  he  "had  frc- 
<|ueuted  before  ;  while  here>  he  read  dn  advertise- 
meniy  in  which  his  horse  was  so  exactly  described^ 
that  he  determined  to  retreat,  and  accordingly  has- 
tened to  Hadley  Caminon»  i^ear  Barnet,  fvhtre  he 
rpbbed  a  gemleman,  and  ex(;hanged  horses,  with  him. 
Soon~  after  this  he  went  on  to  an  inn  at  Mirns^ 
where  he  saw  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  fornaer^ 
robbed,  and  was  so  terriHed  at  the  sight  of  him^ 
that  he  r^n  to  the  stable*  took  his  boise,  and  gal- 
loped otf  with  the  utmost  expedition.  On  the  road- 
betw^en  Mims  a^nd  Bs^rnet,  he  was  met  by  t;ight 
men  on  horseback,  one  of  whom  challenged  the 
horse  ha  rode>  saying,  that  a  highwayman  had 
stolen  it  from.a  gentleman  of  bis  acquaintance.— « 
Cook  replied,  that  he  had  bought  \\i^  horse  at  th» 
Bell  at  Edmonton,  of  which  he  could  give  con- 
vincing ptoofs;  on  vi^bich  the  whole  company  de- 
termined to  attend  him  to  that  place  :  but  when  he 
came  near  Edmonton,  he  galloped  up  a  lane,  where 
he  was  followed  by  all  the  other  parties  >  s^nd  find- 
jpg  himself  in  danger  of  being  apprehend/^d,  he 
faced  his  pursuers,  and  presei^ting  a  pistol,  swote 
he  would  fire,  unless. they  retreated :  some  country- 
men  comipg  up  at  this  juncture,  he  quitted  his 
horikC^  and,  favoured  by^the  darkness  of  the  night, 
to^k  Salter  in  a  wood.  As  soon  as  he  venture^ 
from  bis  lurking  place,  he  hastened  to  London,  and 
going  (•the  house  ot  hi&  relation  in  Shored  itch  »-1v^ 
challeni^d  with  having  committed  robberies  on  the 
highway  s  hut  to  all  enquiries  he  returned  unsatis- 
factory  ,att%wen^    Havju^  ^ex|t.  all  his  ci|sV  h^ 
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went  again  to  Finchlcy- Common ;  but  his  late  nar-' 
row  'escape  made  siicli  an  impression  on  his  mind 
that  he  suffered  several  persons  to  pass  unattacked  : 
at  length  he  robbed'an  old  man  of  hi«  horse  and  five 
pounds,  after  it  was  dark.  He  then  met  a  gentlc- 
niani  whom  hn  obliged  to  change  horses  with  him  ; 
but,  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  the  gentleman  was 
stopped  by  fhe  owner  of  the  stolen  horse,'  who  said 
a  highwayman  had  just  robbed  him  of  it.  Enraged 
at  this,  the  gentleman  swore  the  place  was  infested 
Dvith  thieves  5  however,  lie  delivered  the  horse,  and 
Vralked  to  London.  Cook  riding  to  his  old  place 
of  resort  near  the  Chase,  remained  there  three  days  j 
but  seeing  the  hor>e  he  had  last  stolen  advertised, 
be  rode  0^  in  fear  of  discovery,  but  ha  1  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  before  he  was  seized  by  the  owner  of  the 
horse,  and  three  other  person?,  who  conducted  him 
to  Newgate.  At  the  next  Old  Bailey  sessions  he 
TVas  indicted  for  stealing  thh  horse,  but  acquited, 
'htfcausc  the  owner  would  not  swear  to  his  person. 
Soon  after  his  discharge,  he  returned  to  his  former 
practices,  but  his  affair?  with  his  creditors  having 
been  by  this  time  adjusted  by  his  friends,  h.c  lived 
at  Stratford  with  his  wife,  and  committed  his  de- 
predations chiefly  on  Epping  Forest.  Having  ae^ 
quired  a  booty  of  thirty  pounds,  he  shewed  it  to  a 
journeyman  he  kept,  named  Taylor,  and  asked  him 
bow  he  might  employ  it  to  the  best  advantage  in 
buying  leather  :  Taylor,  guessing  bow  it  had  been 
obtained,  offered  to  go  partners  with  his  master  in 
committing  robberies  on  the  ht^hw?|r,  and  the  con- 
tract was  instantly  made.  They  now  stopped  a 
great  number  of  coaches  on  the  borders  of  the 
Forest  ;  but  acted  with  such  an  uncommon  degree 
of  caution,  that  they  were  for  a 'long  time  unnur.- 
pCGted  i  but  so  great  was  the  alarm  spread  by  their 
\  repeated 
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rtpeated  outrages/ that  a  Captain  Mavrley  took  a 
pl;^e  in  the  basket  of  the  Colch«Ktcr  coach  to  make 
dbcoveriesi  t    and  Cook  and  Taylor  coming  up  to 
demand  the  money  of  the  passenger^,    Taylor  was 
shot  through  the  head  :    op  which  Cook  ran  to  the 
captain,  and  robbed  hint  of  his  cash,  on  threats  of 
instant  death.  The  carriage  driving  on,  Cook  be«* 
gan  to  search  his  deceased  contpanionjor  his  moneys 
but  come  of  the  neighbours  coming  up,  he  retired 
behind  a  hedge,  to4isten  to  their  conversation  ;  and 
having. found  that  iomt  of  them  knew  the  dt*. 
ceased,  and  intimated  that  he  had  been  accompa* 
Aied  bf  Cook;  ho  crossed   the  tietds  to  London. 
After  spending  three  days  in  riot  and  dissipation* 
he  went  to  his  relation  in  Shoreditch,  whom  be  re- 
quested Co  goto  Stratford^  to  enquire  the  situation 
of  affairs  there*    When  his  rvlatibn^  returned,    be 
toU  htm  there  were  several  warrants  issued  against 
liim,    Mid  advised  him  to  go  t4  sea.     Instead  of 
following^  his  council  he  bought  a  horse,    and  rodt 
to  Brentfvood  in  Bssex,  where  he  heard  much  eon* 
versationW  himself,  being  styled  tht  famous  J^gf^ 
mtajman  %f  Stratfwd.    On  the  next  day  be  toU 
lowed  a  coach  from  the  inn  whero  ho  had  put'  up* 
and  took  about  thirty  poands  from  the  passengenL 
He  BOW  connected  himself  with  a  gang  ^  desperate 
highwaymen  in  London^  in  coi)junctios  with.whoia 
he  stopped  a  coach  near  Bow^  inwhich  viere  sont' 
young  gentlemen  from  a  boarding  school.     A  Mr. 
'Cruik&hanks  riding  up  at  thi»  instant,  one  of, the 
gang  demanded  his  money,    but  as  he  hesitated  to 
deliver  it,  another  of  them  knocked  him  down,  and 
)ii^iX^^  him  on  the  spot.      After  which  the  robbers 
went  to  a  public  house  near  Hackney  marsh,  and 
divided  the  spoils  of  t^he  evening.    He  soon  quitted 

this 
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this  gang»  and  being  oppressed  in  mind  by  contem- 
plation on  his  crimes,  and  particularly  on  the  mur- 
der of  Mr  Cruikshaoks,  he  went  to  St.  Albans^ 
where  he  assureed  a  new  namei  aiid  worked  as  a 
journeyman  shoe-maker  for  about  three  wteks:  but 
a  highwayman  having  been  pursued  through  4 he 
town,  the  terrors  of  his  comcience  were  .such,  that 
he  hastily  left  the  shop,  and  ran  across  the  country, 
towards  Woburn  in  Bedfordshire.  On  his  way, 
he  robbed  a  farmer  of  fifty  pounds  and  his  horse, 
^r.d  bade  him  sue  the  county.  The  farmer  soon 
raided  the  hue  and-ciy,    but  Cook  escaped  for  the 

J>resent,  a  Ad  riding  as  far  as  Birmingham,  took 
odgings  at  a  pybh'c-house,  and  disposed  of  his 
horse.  He  now  assumed  the  name  of  Stevens :  and 
the  Jandlord  of  the  house  where  he  lodged  telh'ng 
htm,  that  there  was  a  shop  to  let,  he  took  it,  and 
entered  into  busioess  as  a  shoe-maker.  He  hired 
one  Mrs.  Barrett  as  his  hou;5e>keeper,  who  at  length 
became  his  more  intimate  companion  i  and  accom- 
panying him  to  horse  races,  and  other  places  of 
public  diversion,  his  Jittle  money  was  soon  dissipa- 
ted. Thus  situated,  he  t<dii  his  house-keeper  that 
jh'e  had  an  aunt  in  Herefordshire,  who  allowed  him 
lool.  per  annum,  which  he  received  in  quar- 
terly payments,  and  that  he  would  go  to  her  for  his 
jfnoncy.  '  Under  this  pretence  he  lett  her,  and  went 
to  Northamptoa,  and  from  thence  to  Dunstable, 
Dear  which  place  he  robbed  a  far.mer  of  his  horse> 
and  sixteen  pounds,  and  then  rode  to  Daventry. 
At  this  last  place  he  met  with  a  Manchester  dealer, 
going  home  from  London  $  and  having  speitt  the 
^  evening  together,  they  travelled  in  company  next 
day,  and  dined  at  Coventry.  Cook  having  9^^  in- 
tention of  robbing  his  feUow*ti:aveller«   intimated 

thai 


that  it  would  be  proper  to  conceal  their  money,  as 
they  had -a  dangerous  road  to  travel ;  and  putting 
his'own  money  in  his  boot,  the  other  pat  a  pur<e  of 
gold  into  his  side  -pocket.  As  soon  at  they  had 
reached  a  cross*  road,  Cook  demanded  his  compa- 
nion's money,  on  pain  of  immediate  death  j  and 
having  robbed  him  of  thirty  fiye  guineas,  he  re- 
turned imnrH:diaieIy  to  Kirmingham  $  when  Mrs» 
Barrett  imanginedne  had  been  supplied  by  his  aunt. 
He  now  carried  on  trade  as  usual.  But  as  soon  as  he 
was  distressed  for  cash,  he  had  recourse  to  theroad^ 
and  recruited  his  pockets  by  robbing  the  stages. 
At  length  a  London  trader  coming  to  Birniingham* 
a^ked  him  how  long  he  had  lived  there,  which  so  ter« 
ri^ed  him  that  he  quitted  the  place,  and  travelled 
towards  London.  On  his  way,  near  Higfigate,  *  he 
robbed  a  gentleman,  named  Zachary,  of  his  horse 
and  money.  On  this  horse  he  rode  to  Epptng 
Forest  the  follpwing  day,  and  having  robbed  a  gen- 
tleman, returni(^d  to  London  by  the  way  of  Strat- 
fordy  at  which  place  he  spoke  to  a  number  of  hff 
old  acquaintance,  but  was  not  imprudent  enouglito 
quit  his  horse.  Going  to  a  house  he  had  freqtien^ 
ted  at  Newington  Green,  he  sent  for  bis  relation 
who  lived  near  Shoreditch,  who  advised  him  to 
make  his  escape,  or  he  would  certalnjy  be  taken  in- 
to custody*  On  this  he  went  to  Mims,  and  his 
relation  visiting  him,  Cook  begged  he  would  sell 
five  watches  for  him  ;  but  the  other  declined  it, 
recommending  him  to  dispose  of  them  himself  in 
Ix)ndon.  On  the  following  evening,^  when  it  was 
almost^ark  he  rode  towards  town,  and  observing  a 
chaise  behind,  permitted  it  to  pass,  and  followed  it  / 
to  the  descent  of  the  ihill  towards  Holloway.  There 
were  two  gentlemen  in  the  chaise,  whosi  money 
Cook  demanded  ;  but^  imtead  of  compiying»  they 

*    dwve 
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drove  on  the  faster,  on  which  he  fired,  atid  wounded 

''  one  •f  them  in  the  ar|it  ^  but  the  report  cf  the  pisi* 
tol  bringingf  some  people  towards  the  spot,  be  gal- 
lopped  off,  and  went  to  Mims,  hi$  old  place  of  re* 
treat.  Coming  to  Loitdon  next  day,  to  sell  his 
watches,  he  was  seen  inCheapside  by  a  woman  who 
knew  him,  and  followed  him  to  Norton  Falgate» 
where  observing  him  go  into  a  public  house,  she 
went  and  procured  a  constable,  who  took  him  into 
custody,  and  found  on  hlai  five  watches,  and  about 
nine  pounds  in  money.  On  his  examination  1>efore 
8  magistrate,  Mr.  Zachary,  whom  he  had  robbed 
near  Highgate>  sviearing  to  the  identity  of  his  pet- 
son,     he   was  commiied  to  Newgate.     He  now 

,  formed  a  scheme  to  murder  the  keepers,  and  make 
his  e.'icape  j  but  being  detected,  he, was  confined  to 

'  the  cells;  and  when  brought  to  his' trial  at  tiie  Old 
Bailey,  was  capitally  convicted.  After  sentence  of 
dfath  he  for  some  time  alTected  a  giiiety  of  beha- 
viour J  but  when  the  warrant  for  his  execution  ar- 
rived, he  was  so  struck  with-  f  b^  idea  of  his  ap^ 
proaching  fate,  that  it  occasioned  convulsive  fits, 
fiom  whteh  he  never  afterwards  recovered.  He 
suffered  at  Tyburu,  Dec.  i^,   1741. 

COOKE,  ARUNDEL,  esq.  (felon,>  who, 
yrith  his  accomplice, '  John  Woodbut  ne,  vra&  the 
^rst  who  suffered  on  what  is  calhrd  the  Coventry 
Aicr,  which  took  it  rise  frotn  the  following  circum-  , 
stance :«— Sir  Juhn  Coventry,;  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  having  opposed  the  measui^es  of  the 
court  in   the  House  of  Common?,  in  revenge  sonie 

>  armed,  villains  attacked  him  one  night  in  Coveiit- 
garden,  .slit  his  nose,  and  cut  o4f  his  lips,  Shock- 
'  ed  by  so  barbarous  a  dted,  thb  members  cf  botK 
Iibuses  of  parliament  passed  an  act  in  a  few  days, 
by  which  it  ^as  ordained,  thai  "  ynlavrfaliy  ctttt 
,     ,     "  -,ting 
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ting  oat,  or  disabling  the  tongue,  of  malice  afore- 
thottghty  or  by  lyins  In  wait,  putting  out  an  e^e^ 
slitting  the  nose  or  Tip,  or  cuttipg  oft  or  disabling 
any  limb  or  member  of  any  person, Avith  intent  ta 
maim  or  di&figuie,  shall  be  felony  without  benefit 
of  clergy*.*'  By  this  law  it  is  likewise  enacted^ 
that  «*  Accessaries  shall  be  deemed  principals."— 
Mr.  Cooke  was  born  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk.  His  father  was  a  man  of 
~  fortune,  and  when  he  had  given  him  an  university 
education,  he  sent  him  to  the  Temple  to  study  the 
law,  after  which  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  act- 
ed as  a  counsellor.  After  some  time  he  married  a 
young  lady^  the  sister  of  Mr.  Crisp,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  native  place.  Mr.  Crisp 
being  a  gentleman  of  large  property,  but  of  a  bad 
state  of  health,  made  his  will  in  favour  of  Cooke, 
subject  only  to  a  jointure  for  his  sister's  t|se,  whichr 
was  likewise  to  become  the  property  of  the  counsel- 
lor, incase  the  lady  died  before  her  husband.  It 
Dfas  not  long  after  Mr.  Crisp  had  made  his  will^ 
before  he  recovered  his  health  in  sonw  degree  ;  but 
he  coiitinged  an  Infirm  man«  though  he  lived  a 
nartiber  of  years.  Thfs  partial  recovery  gave  great 
uneasiness  t6  Cooke,  who  wishing  to  possess  the^ 
estate,  was  anxious  for  t\ie  death  of  his  brother-in" 
law,  tbojugh,  as  h«  bad  art  enough  to  conceal  hi& 
sentiments,  they,  appeared  to  live  on  tolerable  terms.^ 
However,  he  at  length  grew  so  inipatilsi^t,  Chat  he 
eould  not  come  in;i>  possesion  by  Che  death  of  Mr^ 


•  •  There  is  a  similar  act  In  Ireland,  called  "  Th« 
Chalking  Act,**  on  which  one  Limb,  a  botcher^ 
W3(s  the  first  who  suffered.  Editor^ 

li-QL.  X,  .        »  Crisps 
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Crispy  that  he  resolved  to  remove  him  hy  murder  s 
and  for  that  purpose  he  engaged  John  Woottburnc, 
^  hbouring  man,  who  had   six   childrenj  to  assist 
him  in  the   executlun  of  his  diabolical  plan  ;  for 
which    piece  of  service  he  promised  to  give  hiqn  a 
hundred  pounds.     The   i^an   wa^  unv^ilting  to  bt 
^Deemed  in  this  execrable  business  j  but  reflecti- 
ons on  hj^  poverty, 'and  the  largeness  of  his  family^ 
'  tempted  h^m  to  Comply.     On  this  it  was  agreed  the 
murder  should   be  pei-pctrated  on  Christinas  even- 
ing ;  and  as  Mr.  Cri<p  was  to  dine  with  Cookeoii 
that  day,  and'  the   churchyard  lay   between  one 
house  and  the.  other,  Woodburne  was  to  wai^,  con- 
cealed behind   one  of*  the  tomb  stones,  til4  Cooke 
gave  hirn  thj   signal  of  attack,  which  was  to  be  a 
loud  whistle.     CriNp  came  to  his  appointment-,  sind 
dined  and  drank  tea  with   his   hrothcr-in  law  ;  but 
declining  to  stay  to  supper,  he  left  ft»e  house  about 
nine  o'xlock,  and  wa*  -liniost  Tmrncdiately  followed 
into   the  churchyard    by   Cooke,  who  givirjg  the 
agreed  signal,  Woodburne  quitted  his  place  of  re- 
treat, knocked  down  the  unh;ippy   man,  and  cut 
land  maimed  him  in  "a  terrible  manner,  i^>,  which  h« 
was  abetted    by    the   cQunseDor.-  "  Imagining  they 
,  had  dispatched  him,   Mr.  Cooke  rewarded  Wood- 
burne wi'h  a  few  shillings,  and  instantly  wenthpme^. 
but  he  had  not  been. arrived  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  before  Mr.  C.  k.Mocked  at  the  door,  and  eii- 
tered.cover'ed  with  wopnds,  and  almost  dead  through 
loss  of  blood.     He  was  unable  ^  speak,  but  by  lii*. 
looks  ,«ie«?meii  ■  to  accuse    Cooke  with  the  intended 
murdei^,  and  was  then  put  to  bed,  and   his  wounds 
dresscd'by  a  surgeon.    A{  the  end  of  abdut  a  "wtrek 
'he  was  so  much  mend^ed,  as  to  be /removed  to    his 
ovpn  hou^e.     He  had  ho  doubt  but  Cooke  was  one 

of 
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of  the  persons  wholiad  assaulted  him  ;  but  had  re- 
solved not  to  {peak  of  rhe  affair  till  future  circum- 
stances made  it  necest,ary  for  Kim  to  inform  a  court 
of  justice  of  what  had  hippcned.  The  intended  as- 
sassrnsition  having  greatly  engaged  ihe  attennon  of 
the  neighbours,  Woodburne  was  apprehended  on 
su'-picion  ;  when  making  a  discovery  of  the  whol« 
tiuth,  Cooke  was  aitio  taken  info  custod^  They 
vrere  brought  to  their  trials  at  the  next  assizes,  and 
both  convicted.  When  they  were  called  upon  to  re- 
ceive rentence  of  death,  Cooke  desired  to  be  heard  5' 
aaiti  the  court  cotiiplying  with  his  request,  he  urged 
that  <♦  Judgment  could  not  pas<  on  tljc  verdict,  be- 
'  cauiie  the  act  of  parliament  simply  mentions  an 
intevtian  to  maim  or  deface,  whereas  he  was  firmly 
resolved 'to  have  co^nmitted  murder."  He  quoted 
severa}law  cases  in  favour  of  the  argunvents  he  had 
adTaijced,  and  hoped  that  jftdgmtnt  might  be  re- 
spited till  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  could  |)e 
tak^n  on  the  cause.  The  counsel  ?or  the  crown 
cxppdsed  the  arguments  of  Cooke — insisted  that  tho^ 
crime  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  and 
hoped  that  judgment  would  p^ss  against  the  pri« 
sonars.  Lord  Chief  Justice  King,  who  presided  on 
this  occasion, 'declared  he  could  not  admit  the  force 
of  Mr.  Cooke's  plea,  consistent  with  his  own  oath 
as  a  judge-i-'*  for  (said  he)  it  would  establish -a 
pfihctple  in  the  law,-  inconsistent  with  the  first  dic- 
tates of  natural  reason,  as  the  greatest  villain  might, 
when  convicted  of  a  smaller  otfence,  pie  .d  that  the 
judgrrtent  roust  be  arrested,  because  he  intended  to 
4X)n\mit  a  greater.  In  the  present  instance  (said 
he)  judgt'rient  eanjfot  be  arrested,  as  the  intentioit 
is  naturally  implied  when  the  crime  is  actually 
.committed."  His  JordsKJp  said  that  **  Crisp  was 
*  dssa^mated  In  the  manner  laid  in  the  hidictment-^ 
*%.%  -it 
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It  IS  therefore  to  be  t^ken  for  granted^  that  the  in- 
tention' was  to  maim  and  deface  ;  wherefore  the 
^  court  will  proceed  to  give  judgment  j"-~and  ac- 
i;ordingly  sentence  of  death  v%as  passed  on  Cooke 
and  his  accomplice.  After  condemnation,  the  for- 
mer employed  his  time  principally  in  endtavouts  to 
procure  a  pardon,  and  when  he  found  his  expectatt* 
o,ns  faite^im,  he  grew  reserved,  and  would  not  ad- 
mit even  the  visits  of  his  friends.  On  the  contrary, 
Woodbufne  was  all  penitence  and  contrition— sin- 
cerely lamenting  the  crime  he  had  been  guilty  of, 
and  the  miser  able,situation  in  which  he  left  his  poor 
children.  A  short  time  before  the  day  of  execution* 
Cooke  wrote  to  the  sheriff,  requesting  that  be  might 
be  hanged  in  the  night,  to  prevent  his  being  expo5r« 
ed  to  the  country  people,  who  were  expected  from 
all  the  adjacent  towps  and  villages;  and,  in  conse- 
quence hereof,  he  was  hanged  at  four  o^clock  in 
the  morning,  and  Woodburne  was  executed  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day.  .  The  latter  behaved 
with  every  sign  of  penitence;  but  Cooker's  conduct- 
-w:is  very  unfeeling,  and  he  absolutely  refused  to 
confess  his  crime.  He  suffered  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's 
the  5th  of  April,  1 72Z. 

COOPER,  JAMES,  (murderer)  was  th?  son 
of  a  butcher  at  Lexden  in  Estiex,  who  having  whol** 
]y  neglected  his  education,  employed  him  in  his 
own  business  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years.  Hav- 
ing lived  vvith  his  father  till'  he  was  21,  he  then 
ii).irned  and  opened  a  shop  at  Colchester,  where  he 
dealt  largely  as  a  botcher,  and  likewise  beckme  a 
cattle-jobber.  At  "the  end  of  thirteen  years, he 
found  his  losses  so  considerable^  that  he  could  no' 
longer  carry  on  business  ;'  and  on/  of  his  creditors 
arresting  him,  he  was  thrown  into  the  KingV 
bench  prison  f  but  as  bis  wife  still  carried  oq  tri^de. 
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lie  was  cmbled  t»  purchase  the  rules.     Soon  afxer 
tKis  the  marshal  of  the  King's  bench  dying    he  was 
'obliged  to  pay  for  the  rules  a  second  time.   He  now 
sued  for  an  allowance  of  the  groats,  according  to 
the  act,  which  were  paid  him  for  about  a  year,  but 
being  afterwart.i$:  neglected,  he  got  outof  pri>on,  and 
fook  a  shop  in  the  Mint,  Southwark^whete  hecar< 
Tied  on   his  business  with  some  succes«,^iis  wifie 
Aatntaining  the  family  in  the  country.     At  length 
he  was  arrested  by  another  creditor,  atid  waited  two 
years  f^jr  the  bentfit  of  an  art  of  insolvency.     On 
bis  going  iM  Guildford,  to  takcthe   benefit  of  the 
act,  he  found  4hat  the  marshal  had  not  inserted  his 
name  in  the  li^t  vvith  the  names  of  the  other  pri- 
soners }  and  having  informed  his  creilitor  of  this  cir* 
cumKtamre,  the  marshal   was  obliged  to  pay  debt 
and  costs;  the  debtor  was  discharged,  and  the  mar- 
,  shal  fined'iool.   for  hijs  neglect.     Having  now  ob- 
tained his  lihefty,  and   his   wife   dying   about   the 
same  time,  and    leaving  four  children," he  sent  for 
ihem  to  London  j^'and  not  long  afterwards  married 
a  widow,  who  had  an  equal  number  of  children.— 
He  now  got  unfortunately  acquainted  with  Duncalf 
apd  fiurrell,  the  former  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a 
notorious  thief;   the  latter  a  soldier  in  the  guards. 
Thtse  men  advising'him  to  commence  robh*r,  he. 
fetallyv  cornpiied  wirh  their  solicitations,  and  joined 
in   their   nocturnal  depredations.     Between  Stock-  ^ 
well^and  ClapJ^am  they  overtook  two  men,  one  of 
whom  speaking  of  the   probability  6f  bein|;  at- 
tacked by  footpads,  drew  a  knife,    and  swore  4ie  , 
would  kill  airy  man  who  should  presume  to  molest 
them.     The  parties  all  drank  together  on  the  road«    ' 
and  then,  proceeded  towards  London,  when  Cooper 
thfiew  down  the  man  that  was  arrned  with  the  knife, 
and  took  it  fron)  him,  and  then  robbed  bim  and* 
a  J  his 
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Ills  acquaintance  of  a  watch*  about  20s.  and  tbeif 
handkerchiefs.  Their  next  robbery  was  on  Mr* 
James,  a  taylor,  whom  they  stopped  on  the  road 
to  Qulwich*  and  took  from  him  his  watch  and 
money-  He  gave  an  immediate  alarai»  which 
occasioned  a  pursuit ;  but  the  thieves  effected 
.^n  escaoe.  Two  of  the  three  robbers  wearing 
soldiers  clothes,  Mr.  James  presumed  that  they 
9ir^e  of  the  guards,  and  going  to  the  parade  in  St. 
James>*s  parki  he  fixed  on  two  soldiers  as  the  parties 
vrho  ha^  robbed  him.  These  soldiers  were  accord- 
ingly sent  to  prison,  brought  to  trial,  and  acquit- 
ted, as  it  wa«  proved  ihey  had  been  at  Dul^vick 
about  the  time  the  robbery  bad  been  pommitted.-^ 
Whi|«>  Cooper  and  his  party  were  on  the-  took  out 
near  Bromley,  Duncalf  saw  a  gentleman  riding 
along  the  road  ;  and  kneeling  down»  he  seized  the 
bridle,  and  obliged  him  to  quit  his  horse,  when  rhe  . 
others  robbfcd  nim  of  his  w^tch  and  two  guineas 
and  a  half.  Meeting  afterwards  with  a  man  and 
woman  on  one  horse,  near  Farnborough  in  Kent, 
they  ordered  them  to  dismount,  robbed  them  of 
pear  40s.  and  then  permitted  them  to  pursue  their 
journey.  Soou  after  they  heard  the  noi^e  of  a  num- 
ber of  people  who  were  in  pursuit  of  them  $  on 
which  Cooper  turning  about,  they  passed  him,  but 
seized  on  Burrell,  one  of  them  exclaiming,  «  This 
is  one  of  the  rogues  that  just  robbed  my  brother 
and  sister  !'*  On  this  Burrell  fired  a  pistol  into  the 
air,  to  intimidate  the  pursuers,  among  whom  were 
two  soldiers,  whom  Duucalf  and  Cooper^encoiin- 
teiing  at  this  instant,  one  of  them  was  so  danger, 
ously  wounded  by  his  own  swo(d,*  which  Dunpalf 
wrested  frpm  hii»hand,  that  he  wassent  as  an  inva- 
lid to  Chelsea,  where  he  finished  his  life.  The  bro- 
tNr  pf  thepidrtit;s  robbed,  and  a  coiintrym^^^  kept 
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up  the  contest,  till  the  former  was  thrown  on  the 
gfoundy  when  Buirell  beat  him  so  violently  that  he 
died  on  the  spot.  The  robbers  now  pursued  their 
way  to  London,  where  they  arrived  without  fur- 
ther iholestation.  Duncalf  being  provided  with 
a  bag,  now  went  with  Cooper  to  a  farm-house, 
and.  stole  all  the  fowls  that  were  at  roost,  %ay- 
ing^  '( the  first  man  we  meet  must  buy  my  cHick- 
ens."  They  had  not  travelled  far  before  the/ met 
with  a  man,  whom  they  asked  to  buy.  the  fowls.— « 
He  said  he  did  not  want  any- ;  but  they  seized  his 
horse's  bridle,  knocked  him  down,  and  robbed  him 
of  above  izl.  bis  hat  and  wig,  watch,  and  great 
poat.  bn  one  of  their  walks  towards  Camberwcll, 
they  met  a  man  of  fortune  named  •  Etlish,  who^ 
servant  was  lighting  him  home  from  an  assembly. 
Putting  pistols  to  the  gentleman's  breast>  his  ser- 
vant- attempted  to  defend  him  5  on  which  they 
Icnoeked.  him  down  wit^  a  bludgeon  ;  and  the  mas- 
ter still  hesitating  to  dpliirer,  they  threw  him  on  the 
ground,  and  robbed  him  of  bis  watch,  money,  and 
other  articles  ;  then  tying  him  and  his  servant  bads; 
to  back,  threw  them  into  a  ditch,  where  the/ lay 
in  -a  helpless  state,  till  a  casual  passenger  r^cascd 
them  from  their  disagreeable  situation.  A^er  plun- 
dering several  others  in  a  similar  mani»^r,  Coopep 
was  ilErsolved  to  be  revenged  on  Mrs.'  Pearson,  of 
Hill- farm,  Essex,  wlio  was  the  first  that  arrested 
him.  .Accordingly,  he  and  his  acccomplicp<  went 
to  the  place,  and  learning  that  sHe  vas  on  a  visit, 
waited  till  her  return  at  night,  when  they  Mopped 
her  and  her  servai^t,  and  robbed  them  of  eight  gui- 
neas. On  the  following'  day  Mr«s.  Pearson  went  to 
a  magistrate^  and  charged  a  person  named  Loader 
with  having  committed  this  robbery  ;  but  it  ap- 
pearing that*this  maa  was  a  pri^ner  for  debt  at  the 
^*  *      •  .    -'•     •  ^  ,  ^i„,^ 
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time,  the  ch^rgd  necessarily  fell  to  the  ground.--* 
Soon  after,  Cooper  and  his  associates  met  a  farmer 
Itaived  Jack«on»  in  a  lane  near  Crioyiion,  who  vid* 
lently  opposed  them  ;  on  vithich  they  knocked  him 
flowii,  and  dragging  him  into  a  &cld,  robbed  him 
pf  his  watch  and  money,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  an<t 
toroed  bJB  borse  loose  on  a  common.  For  this  rob* 
hery  two  faniers,  named  Shelton  and  Keller^  were 
tpprehended,  and  being  tried  aft  the  next  assizes  for  . 
Surrey,  the  latter  was  acquitted,  but  the  former 
was  convicted  on^  the  .positive  oath  of  the  per.<;on 
fobbed,  and  .suffered  death.  The  three  accomplice^  t 
Wing  out  on  the  road  near  Dulwich,  met  two  gen^ 
tkmeii  on  horseback,  one  of  whom  g  <t  troiii  them 
^y  tlie  goodness  of  his  horsK,  and  tlie  other  at- 
tempted, to  do«o,  but  wa&icnocked  down  and  rob- 
bed of  bis  watch  and  money.  In  the  interim,"  the 
jjafty  who  had  rode  off  (whose  name  wa-s  Saxby)  * 
fastened  his  hor^  to  a  gate,  and  came  ba(^k  to  re- 
lieve his  friejid  :  but  the  robbers  fitst  knocked  him 
down,  and  then  s()ot  him.  Having  stripped' him  of 
what  money  he  had,  they  hastened  towards  Lon> 
don;  but  a  suspicion, arising,  tTiat  Duncalf  was 
concerned  in  this  robbery  and  murder,  he  was  taken  . 
into  custody  on  the  foliowing'tfay  j  and  Cooper  be- 
ing taken  up  on  his  tnform.ation,  Barren  surren- 
dered, ai>d  was  admitted  an  evidence  for  the  crown. 
Duncalf  did  nor  li  e  to  suffer  the  punishment  he 
merited}  for  hv.  h.ui  not  been  long  in  prison,  be- 
fore the  iicNl)  rot  It.  a  iVuiu  his  bones,  and  he  died  a 
dreadful  monumesu  of  the  divine  vengeance,  though 
not  before  he  hid  acknowledged  several  enormous 
crimes  5  particularly  that  a  custom-house  officer  had' 
Ruircrcd-vtransportation,  by  his  having  taken  a  faiso 
oath.  Cooper  frequently  ,cxpressed  himself  in  termfr 
of  regret,' that  a  villain  £0  abandoned  as  Burrell 
.      '  '      .  should 
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should  escape  the  bandsv  of  justice.  In  other  re- 
spects his  behaviour  was  very  resigned,  and  becom- 
Jiig  his  unhappy  ^ituiltion.  He  acknowledged  lie 
had  frequently  deliberated  with  Burrell  on  the  in- 
tended murder  of  Duncalf,  lest  he  should  become 
an  evidence  against  them  :  but  he  now  professed  his 
happiness  that  this  murder'  had  not  been  added  to 
the  black  catalogue  of  bis  crimes  \  When  brought 
to  trial  he  pleaded  guilty,  confessed  all  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  murder,  and  after  sentence  was  pass- 
ed upon  hira,  appeared  to  be  a  sincere  penitent  for 
the  errors  of  his  past  life.  He  suffered  at  Ken- 
sington Common,  Aug.  26,  1750. 

COWLAND,  JOHN,  (murderer,)  was  tht 
Fon  of  i^eputable  parents,  who  apprenticed  him  to 
H  goldsmith,  but  of  a  vicious  irascible  disposition. 
—He  and  «ome  other  ban  m'vant  had  followed  Sir 
Andrew  Slanning,  bart.  who  had  made  a  tempo- 
rary acquaintance  with  an  orange  woman,  while  in 
the  pit  at  Dfury-lane  play-house,  and  retired  with 
her.assoon  as  the  play  was  ended.  They  had  gone 
but  a  few  yards  btifore  Mr.  Cowland  put  his  arm 
tound  the  woman's  neck ;  on  which  Sit  Andrew 
desired  he  would  desi>t,  as  she  was  his  wife.  Cow- 
land,  knowing  Sir  Andrew  was  married  to  a  wo- 
man of  honour,  gave  him  the  He,  and  swords  were 
drawn  on  both  sides  \  but  some  gcntlemt^i  coming' 
up  at  this  juncture,  no  immediate  ill  consequence 
happened.  They  all  now  agreed  to  adjourn  to  the 
Rose  tavern  5  and  Capt.  Wagget  havii\g  there  use^ 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  offended  par- 
ties, it  appeared  that  his  mediation  was  attended 
with  success  $  but,  as  they  were  going  up  siair»  to 
drink  a  gla&i  of  wine,  Mr.  Cowland  drew  hi&swoid, 
and  stabbed  Sir  Andrew  in  the  belly,  who  finding 
feinBsejf  wo^pded,  cfied  out  "  jnuriHr.*'    One  of 
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Lord  Warwick's  servants,  and  two  other  pcrfont 
who  were  in  the  house,  ran'  up  immediately,  and 
disairmed  Cowiand  of  his  »word,  which  was  bloody 
jro  tne  de^ih  of  five  inches,  and  look  him  into  cus- 
tody. Cowiand  now  desired  to  see  Sir  Andrew  ; 
which  being  granted,  he  jumped  down  the  stairs, 
mkI  endeavoured  to  make  his  escape  ;  but,  being 
pur»ii«d,  he  was  easily  retaken.  Cowiand  was  irt* 
siantJy  condujctcd  before  a  justice  of  peace,  wlio 
committed,  him ;  and  on  Dec.  the  5th,  1700,  be 
inras  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  thcee  indictments—" 
the  first  at  the  common  law,  the  second  on  the  .sta- 
tute of  stabbing,  and  the  third  on  the  coroner's  in- 
9Mest  for  the  murder.  Every  fact  was  fully  proved 
on  the  trial  ;  and,  iimong  other  things,  it  wasx de- 
posed, that  ihC' deceased  had  possessed  an  estate  oi 
ao,oool.  a  year,  and  his  fam>ly  became  extinct  by 
his  death  j  and  that  ht  had  been  a  geiuieman  of 
gfcat  good  nature,  and  by  no  meAis  disposed  fa 
animosity,  bn  Cgwlaud'^s  being  found  guilty,  sen* 
teiHre  of  death  was  passed  on  him  ;  and  though  great 
iRLtes/e«t  was  made  to^obtain  apauion,  he  was  ex^ 
cwcd  at'T7burn  the  loth  Dec.  1700, 

COX,  WILLIAM,  (robber,)  was  the  son  of 
a  iibbA>n-weave< ,  who  lived  in  Holyweli-lane,  near 
Sbdreditcb.  His  mother  was  esteemed  honest  and 
industriou^  fiiKl  was  considered  as, the  only  person 
oi  the  fauiuy  deserving  that  character.  At  a  very 
early  time  of  life  young  Cox  was  initiated  into  the 
a|^s  of  thieving  by  his  own  fatl«r.  One  day  as  they 
were  both  parsing  througK  Groivenor- street,  the 
filther  observed  a  silver  tankard  in  a  window,  and 
attempted  to.  steal-  it  j  but  being  prevented  by  the 
kpn  rails  of  the  area,  he  lifted  the  boy  o^er  them, 
oidering  him  to  take  the  tankard,  which  he  imme- 
diately ^  handed  to  his  father,  and   was  then  lifted 
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agaud  info  the  street.  Soon  after  tTiis  the  son  com- 
menced pickpocket,  and  fn  ^  short  time  he  was  rec- 
koned the  most  expert  of  that  fraterm'ty.  Being 
committed  to  Citrken«^eJl  brid^^^el),  he* vras 'reduc- 
ed to  k  most  nti'«erable  degree  of  poverty  j  but  he 
tio  sooner  obtained  hJs  libeTtVi  thati  he  procured  de^ 
cent  BpparcJ,  and  was  from  that  time  remarkabfjr 
clean  and  neat  in  his  appearance.  He  >fved  some 
years  at  the  house  of  l»ls  uncle  West,  in  Fr3thcr*s« 
court,  Hieh  Hoiborn,  who  encouraged  him^to  pur- 
sue those  illegal  courses  which  led  to  his  destruction. 
fie  got  un perceived  into  a  grocer's,  iTw  coi*ner  of 
Long-lane,  in  Alder^gatc-street,  and  stole  a  silvtr- 
hilted  sgi^ord  from  a  room  on  the  first  floor.  Re- 
turning through  the  shop  with  his  booty,  'he  was 
tsked  some  c|ucstion^ ;  dn  which  besiaiid  he  had  berh 
playijng  with  master  Billy,  which  he  had  informed 
himself  was  the  name  of  the  grocer's  son,  but  oA 
going  out  of  the  shop  the  sword  struck  against  the 
itcpSf  and  he  was  taken  itito  custody,  brought  to 
trial,  jind  escaped  conviction.  B«ing  provided  with 
^  faine  sparrow,  he  let  the  bird  fly  into  the  windoir 
of  a  hou^e  in  Hanover- street,  and  the  door  happen- 
ing ro  be  open,-  he  went  in,  'and  concealed  piate  to 
in  Considerable  amount.  Hearing  sonle  person 
walking  towards  the  room,  he  sought  refuge  in  the 
krea,  where  being  perceived  by  an  ehltriy  g?ntJe- 
fi^dman,  who  wa^  theonh*  person  in  tht;  house,  he 
"fcurst  into  teai**,  and  saying  hi:>  sparrow  had  flown 
into  the  window,  begged  be- might  be  allowed  M 
Catch  it.  "  The  old  lady  complied — and  he  soon 
found  an  opportunity  of  decamping  with  his  booty. 
It  was  his  common  practice  to  play  at  marbles  and 
dther  gamcN  with  voung  gentlemen  before  the  dOors 
of  their  dvvclling>,  aii-i  he  seldom  suffered  an  op- 
portuniry  to  escape  of  getting  into  and  robbing  the 
»•  housesl* 
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koases.  He  had  a  vpry  remarkable  boyish  appear^ 
ance  ;  and  on  a  variety  ^of  occasions  that  circum, 
stance  greatly  assisted  him  in  the  pursuit  of  his  fe; 
lonious  designs.  He  became  connected  with  a^no; 
lorious  thief,  who  called  himself  Capt.  Davtfi  and. 
by  means  of  the  roost  artful  stratagems  that  coula 
be  suggested,  these  accomplices  perpetrated  a  sur- 
prising number  of  robberies.  Davis  wfts  at  lengtq  • 
appreheuded,  aiid  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  but  be 
was  reprieved  on  condition  of  transportation.  About 
the  middle  of  the  summer  177S,  the  apartniehts  of 
Mr.  Keodrick,  in  Oxford-street,  were  privately  en- 
tered,  a  bureau  opened,  and  three  bank-notes,  of 
looj.  each,  and  130  guineas,  and  a  silver  watch^ 
stolen  thereout.  Soon  after  Mr.  Kendri'ck's  rob- 
bery. Cox,  and  Wm.  Ciaxton,  another accoroplicet 
went  together  to  Heading  in  Berkshire,  and  there 
purchased  three  horses,  for  which  Ciaxton  paid  with 
one  of  the  notes  stolen  from  Mr.  Kendcick,  receiv- 
ing in  part  of  change  a  50I.  bank-note,  which  he 
afterwards  changedat  the  Bank  for  notes  of  smaller 
value,  two  of  which  were  found  in  the  possession 
of  Wcsr,  Cox's  uncle.  On  the  first  examination  of 
these  offenders  at  the  Public-ofHce  in  Bow-street, 
which  was  on  Wednesdey,  August  11,  West  said 
he  received  il|e  notes  of  his  wife  on  the  day  preced- 
ing that  of  her  decease,'  which  was  about  thetime 
of  Mr.  Kend rick's  robbery  i  but  on  the  following 
Wednesday  he  assured  the  magistratetitbat  the  notes 
bad  been  in  his  possession  three  years.  In  contrar 
diction  to  this,  it  was  proved  the  notes  had  not  been 
many  days  issued  from  the  Bank.  ,Mr..Knapp  and 
Mr.  White,  of  Keading^  appeared*  and  the  50!. 
note,  given  in  part  of.change  of  that  of  rool.  was 
regularly  traced  from  the  hands  of  Ciaxton  to  the 
l^Aiiki  where  he  had  changed  it  foe  others  pfsmaUer 
I  valuer 


value.  West  was  discharged,  the  receiving  of  note«, 
which  are  the  produce  of  other  notes  fraudulently 
obtained,  not  coining  under  the  description  of  the 
law ;  and  Claxton  was  admitted  an  evidence  against 
C0X9  who  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  ensuing 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey.  The  evidence  against 
Cox  was  wholly  circumstantial  ;  but  it  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  be  almosvt  as  strong  as  positive 
proof;  and  on'  this  evidence  he  was  convicted  at 
the  sessions  at  the  Old  ftailey  in  September,  1773« 
While  under  sentence  of  death,  he  seemed  not  rei 
markably  shocked  at  the  idea  of  the  dreadful  fate 
that  awaited  liira  ;  he  was  chearful  among  bU  com* 
panions,  yet  he  appeared  not  wholly  regardless  of 
the  necessary  preparations  for  eternity.  He  suf* 
fered  at  Tyburn  the  27th  of  October,  1773-  Th^- 
father  was  in  America*,  under  sentence  of  transpor- 
taticit,  at  ^e  time  of  his  son's  execution. 

COYLE,  RICHARD.    See  Richart>son,  J. 
^  CROSSWELL,  JOHN.    See  Isdwell,  J. 


DAMAREE,  DANIEL,  Ctraitor,)  was  wa- 
terman  to  (Jueen  Anne,  whose  whig  minUtry.having 
been  turned  out  of  or;  in  the  modern  phrase,  hav- 
ing  resigned  their  places,  the  tory  ministry  succeed- 
ed them,  and  encouraged  a  young  divine,  ni^med 
Henry  Sacheyercll,  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the 
public,  by  preaching  against  the  settjement  mad»- 
at  the  revolution,  and  inculcating  all  those  doctrines 
which  were  then  held  as  the  favourite  tenets  of 
what  was  called  the  high  church  party «  Sachev^- 
rell  was  a  naan  of  abilities,  and  eminently  poss.^ssed 
9  «f 
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df  those  kind!  of  talents;  which  are  calculated  t6 
inspire  such  senttn^cnt-s  as  the  preacher  wished  to 
imprete  his  auditors  with.     The  doctor's  discowscsi 
Accordingly  (eAded  to  itistigate  the  people  again^t 
the  house  of  Ranover,  and  to  insinuate  the  right  at 
the  pretender  to  the  throne  of  these  iealins.     This 
caused  such  a  general  cortimotion,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  bring  hito  to  a  trial  fn  someway  j  and. 
tontrary  to  aM  former  J)ractrce  respecting  a  man  of 
his  raT>k,  he  was  tried  before  the  house  of  peers,  and 
was  silenced  for  three  years,  u;>on  conviction.    But 
10  excited  were  the  passion?;  of  the  poputsce  in  con- 
sequence of  his,  insinuations,  that  they  ahnosf  ador* 
cd  him  as  a  prophet  j  and  some  of  them  ^ere  led  to 
commit  ourrage**  which  gave  ri'^e  to  several  trials, 
particularly  that  of  Daniel  Damarce,  who,.9n  the 
19th  of  April,  1710,  vvajj  indicted  for  being;  con- 
cerned, with  a  m-ultitudt  of  men  to  the  number  of 
five  hundred,  armed  vvjth  swords  and  clubs,  to  levy 
war  against  the  queen.  A  gentleman  deposed,  that 
going*ihrough  the  temple,  he  saw  some  thousands 
of  people^  who  had  attended   Dr.  Sacheverell  from 
Westminster   hall  j    that  some  of  them   said    they 
would  pull  down  Dr.  Burgess's  meeting-house  that 
night ;  others  differed  as  to  the  tiii^e  of  doing^t,  but 
all  agreed  on  the  act,  iind  the  mceting-ho'u>e  was 
de/i3oltshed  on  the  following  ni-ht.  ,  Here  it  should 
be  observed,  that  Dr.  Burgcj**  and  Mr.  Bradbury 
were  two  dissenting  ministetN,  who  had  made  them- 
selves  conspicuous  by  preaching  in  opposition  to 
SachevereH's  doctrine.     Captain  Onil  swore,  that, 
on  the  1st  of  March,  hearing  that  the  mob  had 
pulled  down  Dr.  Burgess's  n»ecting-house,  he  re- 
solved to  go  among  them,  to  do  what  service  he 
could  to  government  by  making  discoveries.  >  This 
ivituess  going  to  Mr.  Bradbury *s  meeting,  found 
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the  people  (ilifiidt^ing  it,  who  obliged  him  to  {mil 
off  his  bat.  After  this  he  went  to  LincolnVInn- 
Fields,  whece  he  saw  a  bonfire  ipade  of  some  of 
the  mate  I  ia  Is  of  Dr.  Burgess's  meeting-house,  and 
saw  the  prisoner,  who  twirled  his  hat,  and  said|— «• 
**  D — 'D  it,  I  vtiJl  leatj  yoii  on— we  will  have  all 
the  meeting-houses  down — high  church  and  Srichc*. 
Terell,  huzza  V"  It  was  proved  ^y  a-nother  evidence* 
that  the  prisoner  having  headed  psgrt  of  the  mob» 
spme  of  then)  proposed  to  go  to  ^he  meeting  house 
in  Wild- street;  hut  this  was  objected  to  by  otbers* 
i^ho  recommended  going  to  Drury-lane,  sayings 
*'  that  meeting  house  was  worth  tea  of  that  in 
^ikj-stceet."^  Joseph  C^ilier  swoije,  that  he  saw 
the  prisoner  carry  a  brass  sconce  fromDr.  3urgess^*4 
meeting-house,  and  throw  it 'into  the  fire  in  Lin- 
cplnVInn  Fields,  huzzaing,  and  crying  <<  HigH 
church  and  Sacheverell,''  There  was  another  eiei- 
dence  to  prove  the  concern  that  the  p;risQnep  had 
II)  thc^^e  illegal  acts;  and  several  persons  appeared 
in  his  behalf,  but  as  in  their  testim^ony  they  contra* 
dieted  each  other,  the  jury  could  not  credit  theis 
evidence,  but  brought  in  a  special  verdict.  Another 
of  the  rioteis,  (George  Pvrchase,  who  was  also 
watevman  to  tl>e  CJu^en,)  was  indicted  for  the  same 
offence ;  the  witnesses  were  chiefly  the  j^ame,  and 
their  evidence  almost 'similar  :  Captain  Oriitt  swore, 
that  this  ^iristwicr  ran  resolutely  with  his  sword  in 
his  hand,  and  made  a  full  pass  at  the  officer  who 
cptmnanded  the  guxirds,  and  if  one  of  the  guards 
had  not'given  a  spring  and  beat  doyvn  the  sword,  he 
vvoi^ld  have  run  the  officer  through  the  left  flank; 
that  the  prisoner,  however,  retired  a  Htile  lower, 
tnd  the  guards  had  by  this  time  diapered  the  mob,  ~ 
having  Hnbcked  down  forty  or  fifty  gj"  them  in  the 
action.  This  priboner  also  produced  some  wit- 
'  s  »  '  nesses. 
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nesscs  ^ut  as  what  they  said  did  not  contradict 
^thc  testimony  of  the  evidence  against  him,  their 
depositions  ha«1  no  Weight.  The  jury  were  satisfied 
with  ihe  proofs,  but  having  a  duubt  respecting  the 
p6ints  of  law,  they  brought  in  a  special  veidict. 
Thfe  verdicts  respecting  Damaree  and  Purchase  be- 
ing left  special,  their  cases  were  argued  in  the  court 
,  of  King's  Bench  in  Westminster -hall  the  following 
term,  befoie  the  L<»i'd  Chief  Justice  Parker,  and 
the  other  judges,  when,  though  every  artifice  in  the 
law  was  made  use  of  in  their  behalf,  they  were  ad« 
judgtd  to  be  guilty  j  in  consequence  of  which  they 
rece^^ed  sentence  of  death,  and  buffered  at  Tyburn, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1710.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  political  disputes  were 
carried  to  a  vepy  unusual  height  in  this  kmgdom. 
The  body  of  the  people  w^re  divided  into  two  great 
faction*,  known  by  the  names  of  Htgb  Church  and 
Zoov  Church ;  but  though  the  church  was  the  wordy 
religion  was  alinost  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
principal  object  of  dispute  vras  of  a  political  kind. 
The  question  was,  whether  the  house  of  Hanover, 
or  the  family  of  SrUAtiT,, should  jjway  th^  sceptre 
bf  these  kingdoms  j  and  so  prevak*nt  was  the  caco- 
eihes  disputfindit  that  tradesmen  left  their  counters, 
and  mechanics  their  tools,  to  enforce  their  opinions 
on  this  important  quc^•tion. 

DARKINO,  ISAAC,  (highwayman,)  was 
'born  in  East-Cheap,  v^ here  his  father  carried  on  the  ' 
business  of  a  cork-cutter.  While  very  youog  he 
gave  ptegnant  proofs  of  his  attachment  lo  pleasure  ; 
and  was  esteemed  by  the  young  rakes,  and  even  the  - 
ladies  of  the  town,  a  youth  of  very  supi;rrior  quali^- 
cations.  »  His  love  for  women  vvas  remirkable^^and 
this  leading  him  into  great  expence,  he  had  recourse 
to  the  highway  to  support  his  extravag'ance ;    in 
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consequence  of  ^rhich  he  was  nppFcliended*  and 
'  being  tried  at  Chelmsford,  was  capitally  CQiivicted^ 
and  received  sentence  of  death ;  but,  being  then 
Yery  yontig,  the  judge  respited  hina  till  the  follow- 
ing assizes,  when  be  obtained  a, pardon,  on  the  con* 
dition  oi  transportation  for  Yourteen  years.  Fre- 
Vaou6  to  his  being  transported,,  ^he  prisoners  .had 
^rmed  a  design  of  i|iuKdering  the  keeper,  ttirnkey^ 
^c.  ifl-ordtc  to  effect  their  escape »  and  Dark^ing 
having  obtained  some  knowledge  of  the  feereti 
naade  a  dijicovery  of  it,  in  conspqnenee.  of  wbicli^ 
his  sentence  of  transpoi^tation  was  remitted,  po  thf 
terms  of  hi<i  serving  a^  a  spldier  in  the  plantar 
tions.  Hereupon  he  was  cpnduated  to  th^  SavojF*' 
prii^n  in  tpudop,  whence,  he  ina^e  several  e#brts 
to  escape  J  but  not  succeeding,  he  at  length  sailecj 
ifrith  niany  others,  and  was  put  on  shore  at  ^niigu^^s 
^ut  the  life  of  a  soldier  being  highly  disagceeabje  tQ 
hia)>  he  determined  to  quit  tl)e  service,  without  per- 
^nis^ion,  as  soon  as  poshible.  He  bad  not  been  long 
^n  the  i-^land  before  he  ingratiateii  him^^elf  with  the 
esiptain  of  a  ship,  tp  whpni  he  pcomised  a  larg^  re» 
ward,  if  he  would  land  him  in  England.  Hereupon 
the  captajn  took  hjm  on  board,  and  concealed  him 
i|i  the  hold,  of  the,  sfjip,  satha.t,  though  diligent 
search  was  made  ^fteT  him,  he  escaped  nndi^cpvered» 
Qn  bis  arrival  ii)  his  native  conntr^,  he  renewed  hit 
depredations  on  the  highw^iy*  and  comn>itted  a  va- 
fiety  of  rpbberies  in  the^  western  counties,  and  in 
^he  middle  of  the  kipgdona }  bnt,  apprehensive  of 
the  conspquenpes  that  might  ensue^  he  entered  on 
board  the  Royal  Qeqrge  manpf-wv>  in  which  he 
^ai)  raied  as  a  midshipman.  In  thesnmmer  of  the 
)Kear  17^0,  the  sh\p  Lajr  at  Poct^mputbj  and  Dai4K«* 
wg>  gfittf Ag  le»ve  «f  »^na».  fpir.^iiimfi. weeks*  em* 
s  S  ployed 
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ployed  this  interval  m  committing  a  variety  of  rob- 
berie*.  •  On  the  5*ci  of  June,  Darking  met  Lord 
•Peicival  near  Devize*!,  and  presenting  a  pistol,  de- 
mnndt'd.  his  money  on  pain  of  instant  death.  The 
highwayman  had  a  crape  over  his  face.  Lord  Per- 
cival  gave  him  thirteen  guineas,  hut,  dissatisfied 
with  that  sum,  he  insisted  on  having  more;  on 
fvhich  his  lordship  was  so  provoked,  that  he  forced 
the  pistol  from  his  band,  and,  pulling  hinl  to  the 
grbaad,  leapt  from  the  chaise  to  take  him  into  cus- 
tody. Darking  now  ran  away,  and  Lord  Percival 
pursued  him.  The  highwayman  turned  about, 
presented  another  pistol,  and  demanded  his  purse, 
but  his  lordship  declaring  he  had  no  more  money, 
Darking  mounred  his  horse  and  rode  oflF,  having 
first  desired  that  Lord  Perctval  would  not  appear 
against  him  if  he  should  be  tried.  Being  nppre<' 
bended  on  the  following  day,  he  wa^  committed  to 
prison,  and  brought  to  trial  at  the  next  assises,  held 
at  Salisbury,  when  he  was  acquitted,  because  Lord 
Percival  would  not  swear  positively  to  his  person ; 
yet  the  circumstances  against  him  were  remarkably 
strong,  for  the  money  found  on  him  agreed  with 
what  Lord  Perpival  had  be^n  robbed  of,  a  pi5tol 
was  in  his  possession,  which  ap))ear^d  to  match  with 
that  his  lordship  had  lost,  and  a'piece  of  crape  had 
been  found  in  his  pocket.  Tn  consequence  of  ques- 
tions asked  on  this  trial,  Darking  said  that  he  was 
born  in  the  West  Indies,  and  was  quite  a  stranger 
to  this  country;  that,  on  his  way  from  Bath  to 
Portsmouth,  he  bad  lost  his  road  ;  that,  on  f  he  ap- 
proach of  night,  be  went  to  a  village  to  refresh 
himself  i  and  that,  when  he  was  apprehended,  it 
CMild  be  no  wond^  that  a  benighted  traveller 
4u)uld  ap|>ear  ^nfoeed.    Hi  owned  that  he  had 
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friends  in  England,. but  they  did  not  ]ive  near 
enough- tQ  do  him  day  service  on  this  occasion.  He 
declared  th;it  he  had  purchajsed  a  pair  of  pistols^ 
one  df  which  he  had  lost  on  the  road,  and  was  pro- 
bably picked  up  by  the  person  who  committed  the 
robbery 'with  which  he  was  charged*  He  said,  that 
the  conf'usioa  he  appeared  in  when  taken,  arose  from 
his  being  accused  of  a  crime  of  whi^h  he  was  inno- 
cent ;  and  accounted  for  the  crape  found  in  his  pps- 
si^ssion,  by  saying  it  was  what  he  had  worn  as  a 
neckcloth,  having  been  in  the  king^s  service  at  Gua- 
daloupe.  On  being  acquitted,  be  asked  for  some 
money  which  |^ad  been  taken  frotn  kira  on  his  ap- 
prehension, and  v^^ich  the  court  directed  to  be  deli- 
vered to  him.  The  judge  then  remarked  on  the  gene- 
i^osity  of  his  prosecutor,  and  advised  him  to  leave 
off  such  dangerous  practices  as  those  in  which  he 
had  been  concerned.  Being  told  he  was  at  his  own 
disposal,  he  seemed  full  of  anxiety  till  his  fet- 
ters were  knocked  off,  and  then  he  immediately  «^et 
out  for  London  in  a  post-chai«e.  On  his  return  to 
the  metropolis,  he  commenced  his  former  practices, 
infesting  the  roads  round  London  for  more  th:in 
six  months,  .spending  at  Dagnios,  gaming- bouses, 
and  taverns,  what  he  acquired  by  his  lawless  prac- 
tices. His  robberies  having  been  so  numerous,  ho 
.justly  became  apprehensive  of  detection,  and  there- 
fore retired  farther  into  the  country,  where  he  con^^ 
tinued  his  depredations  for  some  time,  but  at  lengtht 
returned  to  London.  Having  hired  ahorse  imP  c- 
cadiiiy,  he  travelled  to  Oxford,  where  he  slept;  nnd 
the  next  day  returning  towards  London,  beftppped 
-a  gentleman  named  Gammon,  near  Nettlebed»  and 
robbed  him  of  his  watch  and  money.  Darking^ 
nqw  turned  back,  but  the  gjgitakman  proceeded  to^ 
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wards  tovn»  baving  first  stopp«d>  at  4n  tun,  »nd 
left,  a  desc'ription  of  the  highwayman.  Mr>  Gam- 
maw  ha^  not  been  gone  more  than  two  hour*,  when 
X)Ar)^ing  carne  to  the  same  inn,  and  gave  the  land- 
lord two^kttersdirectiKi  to  women  in  London,  say* 
ingf  that  he  shouki  not  go  to  town  for  two  or  three 
dflyi,  and  begging  that  the  letters  might  be  for* 
wacded.  From  the  de«  ription  that  Mr.  Gammon 
had  given,  the  landlord  concluded  that  Darking  «aai 
tbe  robber,  but  aa  he  cairkd  pistols  he  did  not 
choose  to'»ecuu  hiiii ;  he  was  no  sooner  departed^ 
than  the  landlord  enclosed  the  letters  in  a  cover» 
^  and  sent  them  to  London  by  the  post,  directed  ta 
,Mr.  Gammon.  These  ktHrs  giving  a  IgiowLedgc  ' 
of  Daiking^s  lodgings,  Mr.  Gammon  applied  t» 
Sir  John  Fielding,  in  consequence  of  -  which »  propec 
measures  wi^re  taken  for  the  apprehension  of  X>ark- 
ingy  who  wa)3  found  in  bed,  some  days  afterwardst 
with  a  woman  of  the  town.  He  made  an  attempt 
to  escape  o\)t  of  the  window',  but  was  soon  secured 
and  lodged  in' Newgate.  On  the  approach  of  tbs. 
assizes,  he  was  removed  to  Oxford  by  a  writ  of  Har 
beas  Corpus,  and  being  tried  before  fiaron  Adam8» 
was  convicted  o»  the  clearest  evidence.  .  When  ho 
was  brought  to  the  bar  to  receive  sentence  of  death* 
he  b(;»ougbt  the  clemency  of  the  judge,  petitioning 
to  be  tranaported  for  life  $  in  ana«v«r  to  tlus  petition* 
hi«  lordship  addreissed  h^m  as  follows  s 

•*  Young  Man, 
<<  You  have  been  arraigned  upon  an  iitdlctmenl 
fqr  a  robbery  on  the  King's  highway,  and  have  bee«L 
found  guilty,  after  a  fair  and  candid  trial.  Frono 
yoyr  youth  you  might  have  expected  to  have  lived 
inany  yearns  apd»  from  yovr  educadoi^  might  havfi 
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heen  a  comfort  to  yoar  friends  and  relations,  as 
well  as  a  service  to  your  country  ;  but  yourepgag- 
ing  in  vicioii^  and  immoral  coucscs  hath  at  last 
brought  you  to  this  untimely  end.  A  day  of  this 
sort  you  could  not  but  have  expected,  and  it  hath 
tow  overtaken  you.  Happy  would  it  have  bceU 
for  you,  that  your  former  deliverance,  in  auch  a 
situation  as  this,  had  been  a  memento  to  you  to 
have  altered  your  conduct.  I  hope  your  pre^ient 
ciicumstances  will  have  a  better  effect  upon  you* 
and  induce  you  to  repentance.  Mnice 'proper  use 
of  the  time  you  have  to  live,  in  ^deavouring  to 
make  your  peace  with  God,  for  you  will  soon  be  in 
another  world ;  your  appKcation  to  me  for  mercy 
is  quite  in  vain  :  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  f^iant  it; 
from  the  King  alone  it  is  to  be  expected  j  of  which, 
however,  I  can  give  you  but  little,  very  little 
hope."'      , 

Before  his  execution  he  drank  freely,  an^  fre- 
quently entertained  himself  with  reading  the  Beg- 
gar^s  Opera.  At  the  gallows  his  behaviour  was 
equally  unl^ccomingj  he -fitted  the  baltar  to  his 
neck,  and  threw  himself  ofi'  with  remarkable  reso- 
lution. He  suffered  at  Oxford  op  the  x6th  of  April, 
1761. 

DARWELL, .     See  Page,  Wm. 

DAVJS,  CAPTAIN.     See  Cox,  IVm. 

DAY,  ALEXANDER,  (sharperJ  having 
pretended  to  be  a  man  of  fortune,  assumed  tile  title 
of  Marmaduke  Davenport,  Esq.  and  taking  a  large 
house  in  Queeh^s  Square,  asserted,  that  he  possessed  , 
a  capital  estate  in  the  north  o(  England.  He  had  ^ 
footman,  who  seems  to  have  been  an  accomplice 
with  him.  This  man  he  sent  to  a  livery  stable,  to 
enquire  the  price  of  a  pair  of  horses,  which  he 

himself 
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himself  afterwards  agreed  to  pnrchase,  ^ni  thp« 
desired  the  stable-keeper  to  recomnaenJ  him  a  coach- 
man, a  man  rather  lusty,  as  he  had  a  suit  of  livery- 
clothes  of  a  large  size  by  him.  The  man  w^s  ac- 
cordingly recommended,  but  when  thf  livery  was' 
fried  on,  Day  observed,  that  as  they  did  not  fit  hiii| 
be  would  send  into  the  country  for  his  own  qqach- 
man  ;  but  this  objection  was  obviated  by  the, foot- 
man, who,  saying  that  the  clothes  would  fit  with  ^ 
small  alteration,  tkc  squire  consented  to  hire  the 
man.  When  the  stable-ki^epcr  saw  the  coachman 
he  had  recommended,  he  enj^uired  to  what  pUce% 
he  had  driven  his  new  master,  and  bcir^g  informed* 
to  the  dqj^e  of  Montague's,  apd  other  persons  of 
rank,  he  seemed  satisfied  j  though  he  had  begun 
to  foim  ideas  unfavourable  to  his  new  customei;. 
Having  kept  his  coach  and  horst^s  soqi^thing  more 
fhan  a  week,  he  gave  orders  to  be  driven'toacofFec 
hoQS^  h»  Ked -Lion-Square,  where  he  drank  half  a 
pinfot  wine  at  the  bar,  aud  asked  if  §ome  gcn^e^ 
men  were  come,  whom  he  expected  to  supper.  Be- 
ing answered  in  the  negative,  he  went  out  at  thai 
back-door  ^without  paying  for  the  ^ine,  and  said 
lie  would  return  in  a  few  minutes*  The  coachman 
waited  a>  long  time,,  but  bis  master  not  coming 
hack,  he  drove  'to  the  stable-keeper's,  who  seemc4 
glad  to  have  recovered  his  property  out  of  his  dan- 
gerous haiuLs.  It  seems  that  Day  made  no  small 
ufte  of  this  coach  while  it  was  in  his  pos^efsion* 
j^e  drove  to  the  shop  of  a  lace-n?ejrchant,  named 
Gravestock,  and  asked  for  sofne  Spant^b  point  { 
tut  the  dealer  having  none  of  that  kind  hy  him,  the 
squire  ordered  fifty  five  pounds  worth  of  gold-lace^ 
to  be  $ent  to  his  house  in  Queen-square.  When 
Gravcstock's  servant  carried  the  Jace,  Day  desired 
hiu)  to  ttil.  his  master  to  call,  as  he  wa$  ii)  want  of 
5  lace 
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face  for  some  rich  liberies,  but  he  must  speak  with 
kis  taylor  before  he  could  ascertain  the  quantity 
wanted.  Mr^  Gravestock  attended  his  new  custo- 
mer, who  gave  hiin  so  large  an  order  for  lace,  that 
if  he  had  executed  it  he  must  have  l>e«:n  a  verycon- 
iiiderable  loser,  and  the  ^quire'sjiveries  would  liave 
feen  gayer  tlian  those  of  any  nobleman  in  London  j 
however,  on  the  following  day,  he  carcied  sJmelace 
of  the  sort  he  had  left  before,  nor  did  he  forget  to 
take  his  tHl  with  hifhj  but  che  person  who  should 
have  paid  it  was  decamped.  He^lso  went  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Markham,  a  goldsmith,  and  ordered 
a  gold  equipage  worth  fifty  pounds.  Marjcham  car- 
lied  home  ihe  equipage,  and  had  the  honoui*  to 
drink  tea  with  the  supposed  Mr.  Davenport,  who 
ordered  other  curious  articles,  and  among  the  rest  a 
chain  of  gdld  for  his  squirrel.  Mr.  Markham  ob- 
serving that  the  squirrel  wore  a  silver  chain,  which 
he  had  sokl  to  a  lady  not  tongbefoFe,  beg«n  to  sus- 
pect his  new  customer^  and  Waiting  on  the  lady,  en" 
<J[uired  if  she  knew  Mjrmaduke  Davenport,  l^sq.-— 
She  answered  in  the  negative,  on  which  Markham 
mentioned  the  circumstance  that  had  arisen,  api 
described  the  person  of  the  defrauder.  The  lady 
tow  recollected  him,  and  said  that  his  name  was 
Alexander  Day,  and  that  he  had  cheated  her  of 
property  to  a  considerable  amount.  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  Markham  arrested  the  sharper, 
and  recovered  his  property.  On  another' occasion, 
JDay  went  in  his  carriage  to  the  shop  of  a  liilen  dia- 
per, named  SchrimshaW^  agreed  for  linen  to  the 
amount  of  fdrty  eight  pounds,  and  ordered  a  large 
q[uantity  to  be  sent  to  hi»  house  on  the  following 
day,  when  he  would  pay  for  the  whole.  The  first 
parcel  was  delivored,  but  the  purchaser  was  de^^ 
caw^sd   vvh«Q   the  iken-draper    came   with  the 

second. 
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arcond.  After  this  he  went  to  the  shop  of  a  tea-' 
dealer,  named  Keiidrick,  and  orrdered  tea  to  the 
amount  of  tvrenty-ftix  pounds.  .The  tea  was  sent 
in,  and  the  proprietor  called  for  payment*  when 
Day  gave  him  orders  for  a  farther  quantity,  which 
he  pretended  to  have  forgot  before,  and  told  him 
to  call  the  next  miming;,  when  he  .should  be  paid 
for  it  by  the  steward.  The  honest  tea-dealer  called 
the  next  day.  but  neither  the  squire  nor  the  steward 
was  to  be  found.  His  next  adventure  was  con- 
trived to  defraud  Mr.  HinchclifTet  a  silk-mercer. 
Day  going  to  his  shop  in  his'  absence,  left  word  for 
him  to  call  at  his  house  to  receive  a  large  order. 
The  mercer  went,  and  saw  a  carriage  at  the  door, 
and  being  told  that  the  squire  liad  company,  he 
waited  a  short  time,  during  which  the  servants  took 
care  to  inform  him,  that  Mr.  Davtnport  was  the 
son  of  a  baronet  in  Yorkshire,  and  possessed  a  large- 
fortune  in  that  county.  '  When  he  saw  the  sup- 
posed Mf.  Davenport,  he  was  told  that  he  wanted 
some  valuable  silks,  and  wtdied  that  a  quantity 
might  be  sent,  for  him  to  select  such  as  he  approved. 
Mr.  Hinchciiffe  said,  that  the  choice  would  be 
moch  better  made  by  Bxing  on  the  patterns  at  his 
shop.  Hereupon  Day  took  die  nnrcer  in  his  cOach, 
and  on  the  way  he  talked  of  his  farher>  Sir  Mar- 
mad  uke,  and  of  other  people  of  rank,  and  said  he 
was  on  the  point  of  marriage  with  the  daughter  of 
Counsellor  Ward,  and  as  he  should  be  under  a  ne- 
ceteity  of  furnishing  a  house  in  London,  he  should 
want  mercery  goods  to  a  large  amount.  When 
they  came  to  the  mercer's  shop.  Day  selected  as 
many  damasks,  &c.  for  bed  furnitn  e  and  hang- 
ings, a*  were  worth  a  thousand  ponnds.  It  looks 
as  if  Hincbcliife  had  now  some  .suspicion,  for  he 
tolol  him  that  the  ladies  were  bes^  judges  of  such 

articfcs. 


BAT.  205 

articles,  and  a»kfd  if  he  had  not  a  My  of  his  ac- 
quaintance whom  he  could  consult.  He  readily  an- 
tiwered  be  had »  ajid  mentioned  Lady  Davenport  as 
his  relation,  saying,  «  send  the  silks  to  my  house» 
and  I  will  take  her  opinion  of  them/*  Mr.  Hinch- 
diflPe  said,  he  would  send  them,  and  permitted  himi 
to^  take  with  Him  two  pieces  of  brocade,  worth 
about  thirty  pounds ;  but  desirous  to  know  more 
of  his  customer  before  he  trusted  him  with  the  whole 
property,  he  went  to  Counsellor  War(\,  and  found 
that  his  daughter  was  already  married  to  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Davenport.  Hereupon  the 
mercer  went  to  the  house  of  the  supposed  squire, 
but  he  was  gone  off  with  what  property  he  had  ob* 
tained.  It  was  likewise  discovered,  that  Day  hav- 
ing casually  met,  at  a  coffee-house,  the  Mr.  Da- 
venport, who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Cbun- 
sellor  Ward,  had  'prevailed  on  him  to  call  hina 
cousin,  on  the  pretence  that  they  must  be  related, 
because,  as  he  ajlcdged,  their  coats  of  arms  .were 
the  same.  After  a  course  of  fraud.  Day  was  taken 
into  custody,  in  the  month  of  May,  1723,  onsus- 
picioii  of  his  having  robbed  the  mail  $  but  it 
proved  that  he  was  not  the  maji :  however,  there 
were  six  indictments  brought  against  him  for  the 
defrau<ls.  In  his  defence  he  pie  ided,  that  his  in- 
tention was  to  have  paid  for  the  goods  he  had  pur- 
chased on  credit  j  and  he  asserted,  that  he  possessed 
an  estate  in  the  cuunry  of  Durham,  v^hicl)  he  had 
mortgaged  fur  itooi.  but  no  ciedit  was  given  to 
his  allegations.  Alter  a  fair  trial  he  was  convicted, 
and  serite|ice.d  to  suffer  two  years  imprisonment  in 
Nevugate,  to  bland  twice  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a 
fine  of  two  hundrfd  poumK,  and  to  give  security 
for  h's  gf.-Kl  behaviour  tor  two  years  after  the  term 
of  his  iuipri^ionment  should  be  exjAred.  , 
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DESPARD,  EDWARD  MARCUS,  (trax- 
TOR,)  was  born  in  1750  or  1751,  and  descended 
from  a  V|ry  ancient  and  respcctaiblc  family  in  the 
Q^ecn'«i. County,  in  Ireland.  *  He  was  the  youngest 
ot  six  brothers,  all  of  whom,  except  the  elde<:t| 
had  srrved  either' in  the  army  or  navy.  In  17661 
he  entered  the  army  as  an  ensign  in  the  5th  regt.  j 
"•  in  the  sSime  i'egiment  he  served  as  a  lieutenant,  >cind 
in  the  79th  he  served  successively  as  lieutenant, 
quarter-master,  captain-lieutenant,  and  captain.— 
From  his  superior  ofliccrf.  he. received  many  mark) 
of  approbation,  particularly  from  Gen.  Caicraft  of 
the  soth.  Gen.  Meadows,  and  the  Duke  of  Ndrth- 
umberland.  He  had  been  for  the  last  %o  jrears  de» 
tached  from  any  particular  corps,  and  entrusted 
with  important  oHices.  In  1779  he  was  appointed 
Chief  engineer  to  the  St.  Juan  expedition,  and  con- 
ducted himself  so  a<  to  obtain  distinguished  atten- 
tion and  praise  from  Capt.  Poison,  who  command- 
ed on  that  otfcasion.  He  also  received  the  thanks 
of  the  council  and  assembly  of  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
for  the  <*on>truction  of  public  works  there,  and  . 
was,  in  consequence  of  these  services,  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  Jamarca  to  be  commander  in  chjef 
of  the  iifland  of  Rattan  and  its  dependencies,  and 
of  the  troops  there,  and  to  rank  as  lieut- colonel 
ind  fielcT- engineer,  and  commanded  as  such  on  the 
S'panish  main,  in  Rattan,  and  on  the  Musquito 
shore  and  Bay  of  H6nduras.  After  this,  at  Cape 
Qracias  a  Dios  he  put  hiVnscIf  at  the  head  of  the 
inhabitants;  who  voluntarily  solicited  him  to  take 
the  command,  and  retook  .from  the  Spaniards 
Black  River,  the  principal  settlement  of  the  coast,. 
For  this  service  he  recfived  the  thanks  of  the  go- 
vernor, council;  and  assembly  of  Jamaica,  and  of 
the  king  him&elf.    In   17S3  he  was  promoted  to 

.  the 


r  WL  ,iJ)E  :^F.AjR]D  o 


rd  .~r.'?ir  aj.^'^^o.  /■-.'J.rTTK^^-  r:;rt<Frr .^J/A,%,  J^vs^f.Zm.Io-i. 


fiESPARD.  207 

tjie  ratik  of  colonel.  In  1784  he  was  appointee! 
jBrst  commissioner  for  setlUns  and  receiviftg  the  ter- 
ritory ceded*  to  Brif^in  by  the  sixth  article  of  the 
dtfinitive  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain  in  1783^  He 
as  a  cojonjel  so  well  discharged  his  duty,  that  he 
was  appQinted  superintendant  of  his  Majesty's  af- 
fairs on  the  coast  of  Honduras,  which  officj  he 
f*cld  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, for  he  obtained  from  that  of  Spain  some 
very  .important  privileges.  The  clashing  intere^^ts* 
however,  of  thej^nhj^bitants  of  the  coast,  produced 
much-  discontent,  and  the  colonel  waj*  by  a  party 
of  them  accused  of  various  mibderpeanours;  to  his 
majesty's  ministers.  He  now  came  home,  axj4  de- 
m^n4<^d  that  his  conduct  should  be  investigated  s 
but  was,  after  two  years  constant  attendance  on  all 
the  departments  of  government,  at  last  told  by  mi- 
pisters,  that  there  was  no  charge  against  liim  wor- 
thy of  investigation  j  that. his  majesty  ha^i  thought 
proper  to  abglish  the  oilice  of  superintendant  at 
Hondurasj  othei'wise  h^  should  have  been  rtinstat- 
ed  in  it*  But  Ije  was  then,  and  on  every  c^rcasio^^ 
assured  that  his  service^  should  not  be  fprgorten^ 
But  in  due  time  meet  their  reward.  He  and  ten 
associates  being  indicted  for  hi^h  treason,  Feb.  7» 
1801,  after  the  preliminary  business  of  choosing 
the  jury  was  settled,  the  bill  of  indictment,  which. 
con«istfd  of  three  counts,  was  then  read.  The 
prosecution  was  opened  by  the  attorney  general, 
who,  in  a  very  eloquent  and  impartial  maniier,  laid 
Ibefore  the  jury  the  whole  of  the  charges.  ♦*  The 
eleven  prisoners,  including  Desparc;],  formed  a  so- 
ciety at  l;lie  Oakley  Arms,  in  the  paiish  of  St.  , 
Mary, 'Lambeth.  The  most  active  racfflbers  w^rre 
f  rapcis  and  \Vood,  and  their  drift  was  to  ovcnvra 
*        '     .  ■    T  z  '  tl^e 


^08  DKSPARD, 

the  goycTiiment.  His  majesty  having  intended  to 
meet  his  parliament  a  week  earlier  than  he  actiially 
did  (on  the  i6th  of  January,  instead  of  the  23d),. 
they  designed  on  that  day.  to  carry  into  effect  their 
plan,  by  Jaying  restraint  upon  the  king's  person, 
and  destroying  him.  They  frequently  attempted 
to  seduce  >oldier8  into' the  asociaiion,  in  which 
they  sometimes  succeeded,  and  sometimes  failed. — 
Francis  administered  unlawful  oaths  to  those  that 
yielded,  and,  among  others,  to  Blades  and  Wind- 
sor, giving  thenj  at  the  same  time  two  or  three 
copies  of  the  oath>  that  they  might  be  ena- 
bled to  make  proselytes  in  their  turn.  Windsor 
SQon  after  becoming  dissatisfied,  gave  information 
of  the  conspiracy  to  a  Mr.'Bonos,  and  shewed  him 
a  copy  of  the  oath.  This  gentleman  advised  him 
to^  continue  a  member  of  the  association,  that  he 
might  learn  whether  there  were  any  persons  of  con- 
sequence engaged  in  it.  On  the  Friday  before  the 
intended  assassination  of  his  majesty,  a  meeting 
took  place,  when  Broughton  prevailed  uJ>on"  two 
of  the  associates  to  go  to  the  Flying  Horse,  Newr- 
ington,  where  they  would  meet  with  a  nice  man,- 
which  nice  many  as  he  ,tiled  him,  was  the  prisoner, 
Pespard."  The  fitst  witness  was  John  Stratford, 
clerk  to  the  magistrates  of  Union-hall,  who  appre- 
bended  Col.  Desparci  at  the  Oakley  Arms.  There 
were  ahout  thirty  persons  in  the  room,  and  they 
were  all,  except  th*  colonel,  of  the*  lowest  class,  , 
andvery  meanly  dressed.'  The  printed  papers  found 
in  the  room  were  thert  produced  and  read,^' consist- 
ing of  the  form  of  the  oath,  &c.  This  witness's 
evidence  was  corroborated  by  the  depositions  of 
other  constables  wljo  had  accompanied  him.  .Tho. 
Windsor,  the  chief  witness,  declared  ,thc  manlier 


in  which  he  (ook  the  oath»  and  the  plan  of  the  conr 
spiracy.     Having  mentioned  the  intended  mode  of 
proceeding,  he  said  the  prisoner  observed  that  the 
attack  should  be  made  on  the  day  when  his  ma- 
jesty should  go  to  the  parliament- house,  and  thaf 
Ills  majesty  must  be  put  to  death;  at  the  sami?  time 
the  prisoner  *said>   "  I  have  weighed  riie  itiqitter 
well,  and   my  heart  is  callous!"     After,  the  dc- 
strnctioh  of  the  king,  the  mail  coacheuwere  to  be 
Mopped^  as  a  sign^  to  the  people,  in  the  country 
that  the  revolt  had  taken  plac^  in  town.    The  prU 
$oner  then  desired  bhe  witness  to  meet  hiin  the  en? 
$uing  morning,  at  half  past  ii  o-clock,  on  Tow- 
er>-hill,  and  ,to .  britjg  with  him  i6ur  or  five  intelli- 
gent men,  to  consi«lcr  upon  the  btrut  nianner  for 
taking  the  tower  and  securing  the  arms.    The  wit- 
ness  acqprdingly   met   him  at  the  Tyger  gubltc- 
house  Qn  Tow^r  hill,  having  brought  w»th  him  twa 
or  three  soldiers.     The  prisoner  nov^  repeated  the 
declaration,  that'the  king  munt  be  put  to  dcaih-?- 
and  Wood,  proqpised,  y»hen  the  king  was  going  tq 
the  house,  he  would  post  himself  as  sentry  overthe 
great  gun  in  the  park — that  he  would  load  it,  and 
'  fire  at  his  Majesty's  coach  as  he  passed  through  the 
park.      The  several  meetings^  consultations,  &c. 
were   further  proved  by   Wm.  Campbell,  Charley 
Jlfad,  Joseph  yiTa^ker,  Thonvas  Blades,  arid  other 
witnesses.     Mx,  Serjeant  Best,  in  beh;|lf  of  thp  pii-  - 
^ner,  dwelt  upon  <bc  incredibility  of  the  witness- 
es.    T.h^y  were  chijracters  of  no  worth— and  he  • 
urged   tjiat  the  printed  f)apers  which  wei^  found 
were  not  ju^^iently  proved  to  be  connected  *^ith  • 
th^e   prisoqiir — that  the  scheme  was  to^  romantic 
ever  to  be  seriously  imagined— there  were  no  arm*, 
—-not  a  pike,  a  pistol,  or  a  rusty  musket— r'm  fact, 
the  attempt*  of 'the  l|eroe?5  of  tlvc  Oakley  Arms,  as 
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set  ForHi,  far  exceeded  all  the  wild  sallies  of  Don 
Qoixote.  Lord  Nelson  gave  a  mo^  excellent  cha- 
racter of  the  prisoner.  Tliey  were  on  the  Spanish 
main  together— they  served  together,  and  he  de- 
clared him  to  have  been  a  loyal  man,  and  a  brave 
.officer.  On  cross  examination,  his  lordsliip  aaid 
be  had  not  seen  bim  ^ince  the  year  1780.  Sir  Alu- 
red  Clarke  and  Sir  Eyan  Nepean  bore  testin)ony  of 
his  having  been  a  zealous  orticer.  Mr.  Gurney>  the 
other  counsel  for  the  prisonei,  addre.».sed  the  jury  in 
an  able  speech  ;  and  the  Solicitor- General  having 
replied  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  Regan  to  sum  up  nearly  a^  follows : 

••  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

•*  The  prisoner  stands  charsred  with  high  trea- 
son, of  three  sorts,  not  very  different  in  their  na- 
ture— 1st,  for  compassing  the  death  of  the  king — 
iiext,-for  compas^ing  to  seize, his  person— and  3dly, . 
f6r  conspiring  to  dep«se  him.^  I  he  first  of  these 
is  treason,  by  the  statute  of  Edward  III. — the  two 
last,  by  a  recent  statute  of  the  present  leign.— 
Eight  distinct  overt  acts  are  stated  as  evidences  ef 
this  intention.  Gentlemen,  the  overt  acts  arc  the 
holding  conversations  for  effecting  those  malig- 
nant  purposes  of  the  heart.  The  defendant's  coun- 
sel say,  that  the  pi  oof  consi;>ts  only  of  words,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  treason.  If  it  consisted  only  of 
loose' words,  the  ebuiJftion  of  an  irritated  ot  crazy 
mind^  it  would  not  he  treason,  because  it  would  be 
too  much  to  infer  such  a  purposevas  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  king  from  words  so  spoken.  But  when 
words  are  spoken  at  a^ublic  meeting,  and  address- 
ed to  others,  exciting  and  persuading  tbem  to  that  . 
urposci  it  iicverwAs  doubt«a  by  any  one  English 
'      '  lawyer, 
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]avt7er-i-it  never  wiIL  be  doubted  but  tbat  thnr 
amount  to 'treason.  .  Another  subject  vpoti  whioD' 
1  wish  to  say  a  few  words  is,  the  nature  Of  evidence 
by  accomplices.     Tliat  he  is  a  competent  witncjSy 
vpoii  whose  testimony  you  may  found  a  conclu- 
sion, cannot  be  doubted.     If  it  were  not  so»  it 
would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  in  the  judges  sitting 
here,  and  those  who  have  formerly  sat  in  courts  of 
'justice,  not  to  have  repelled  such'  witnesses  from 
the  oath,  and  have  told  the  jury  that  they  were  not 
fit  to  be  credited.     But  they  are  always  received} 
and  although  sullied  with  the  contamination  of  tbo 
crime  which  they  impute  to  others,  they  are  cre- 
dible;  though  their  testimony  must  be  received 
with  caution/*     His  lordshfp  here  read  verbatim 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  taken  throughout  the 
day.    **  Now,  gentlemen,  this  is  th»  whole  evi-^ 
dence  y  see  how  it  applies  to  the  charge—* first,  with 
respect  to  an  overt  act  committed  within  the  county  )  i 
it  is  proved  at  the  Oalcley  Arms,  and  at  the  Fly- 
ing Horne— that  point  of  law  is  therefore  satisfied^ 
7be  onfy  remaining  consideration  is,  whether  you 
will  believe  the  evidence  of  Blades,  Windsor,  iia* 
blyn,  and  Francis,  or  any  of  them.     You  have 
^eard  the  high  character  given  of  the  prisoner  by  a 
man,  on  whom  to  pronounce  an  culogium  were  to 
waste  words, .  but  you  are  to  consider  whether  » 
change  has-  not  taken  place  since  the  period  he 
speaks  of.**    The  jury,  after  about  half 'an  hour^t 
conversation,  returned  the  verdict,  Guilty,   biic 
earnestly  recomrhended  "bim  to  mercv,  on  account 
of  his  former  good  character,  and  tfie  servicer  he 
had  rendered  his  country.    The  prisoner,  during 
the  whole  of  the  trial,  appeared  Very  composed,  nor 
did  ^  exhibit  any  marks  of  agitation  when  the 
verdict  was  fftumnl.    Qa  the  foUoiHng  Wcdoes* 

<Uy, 


212  DESPARD. ' 

day,  the  trial  of  the  twelve  other  prisoners  toQif 
place,  when  the  same  circumstances,  by  chiefly  th<^ 
same  wi'tne^ses,  being  repeated,  nine  were  found 
gully,  three  of  whom  were  reco^timended  to  mercy. 
The  usual  question  was  then  asked  e-ach  separately^ 
.*•  \yhat  he  had  to  say  that  sentence  should  not  he 
pronounced  >**  when  Colonel  Despr^rd  remarked, 
that  he  had  been  tried  and  convicted  on  the  tvU 
dcnce  o*f  such  men  as  ought  not  to  be  listened  to  ;  ^ 
he  was  charged  with  ^educing  certain  soldiers-^ 
nothing  could  be  more  false  j  be  declared  he  never 
had  thp  smallest  converNation  with  them  on  the 
subject.  Lord  Ellenboioughr  in  a  style  of  awful 
solemnity,  highly  befitting  the  melancholy,  but  jus?: 
occasion,  addressed  the  prisoners  nearly  to  the  t'ol- 

*•  lowing  purport: — •**  You,  Edward  Marcus  Des- 
pard-r-you,  John  Wood— you,  Thomas  Brough- 
%on — you,  John  l^'rancis — you,  Thomas  Newman— ; 
you,  JDahiel  Tind^ll — you,  James  Sedgwick  Wrat- 
ten---you,  William  J^ander — you,  Anthony. Gra* 
ham-- -and  you,  John  M^'Namara,  have  been  seve-, 
ratty  indicted  for  cons^>Hring  agal^ist  his  Majesty's 
person,  his  crown,  and  government,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  subverting  the. same,  and  changing  the 
government  of  this  realm.  To  thii  indictment  you 
h»Ve  pleaded  ftJof  Guilty,  and  put  yourselves  for 
trial  upon  God  and  ypur  country,  which  country 
has  foynd  you  giiHty.  After  a  long,  patient,  and, 
I  hope,  jiist  and  impartial  trial,  you  have  been  all 
of  you  severally  convTcred,  by  a  jnost  respectable 
jury  of  your  country,  upon  the  several  crimes^Iaid 
to  your  change.  In*the  course  of  evidence  upori 
your  trial,  su(J^  disclosures  have  Jbtcn  made,  as  to 

"  proye,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  ob- 
jects of  your  atrocious,  abominable,  and  traito.rpus 
conftpiracy  wcre^  to  overthrew  the  |;0Yerilmer^>^»H4 
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to  seize  upon,  and  destroy  the  sacred  persons  of, 
9Ur  august  and  revered. soverei^,  and  the  Ulustri- 
oils  branches  of  his  royal  ht)iise,  which  some  of  you, 
by  the  most  solemn  bond  of  your  oath  of  allegiance, 
were  pledged,  and  aUbf  you,  as  his  Majesty ^i  sub- 
jects, were  indispensably  bound,  by  your  duty,  to 
deTend  j  to  overthrow  that  constitution*  its  esta- 
blished freedom,  and  boasted  usages,  which  have  so 
long  maintained  among  us  that  just  and  rational 
equality  of  rights,  and  security  of  property,  which 
have  been  for  so  many  agesi  the  envy  and  admira- 
tion'of  the  world ;  and  to  erect  upon  its  ruins  a 
wild  system  of  anarchy  and.  bloodshed,  having  for 
its  object  the  subversion  of  al!  property,  and  tha 
massacre  of  its  proprietors  j  the  annihilation  of  all 

•  legislative  authority  and  estabjished  order- ^for  such 
must  be  the  import  of  that  promise  held  out  by  the 
leaders  of  this  atrocious  conspiracy,  of  am^le  pro« 
vision  for  the/amilies  of  *'  rhose  heroes  who  should 
fall  in  the  struggle,"  The  more  effectually  to  en- 
sure success  in  tboe  evil  machiinftions,  andto  en« 
courage  those  who  were  to  be  seduced  to  their  sup* 
port,  endeavours  have  been  mlde  bv  you  and  your 
accomplices  to  seduce  from  their  allegiance  to  their 
sovereign,  the  soldieniof  his  Majesty- -endeavours 
which,  though  they  appear  to  have  been  in  too 
^any  instances  successful,  yet  I  hope  falsely  saici 
to  be  in  that  extent  stated  in  evidence.  Equally 
false,  I  hope,  has  been  another  assertion,  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  coontry  were  ready 
far  a  change,  and  prepared  to  support  and  adopt 

.  such  measures  as  were  likely  tp  be  most  effectual 
for  obtaining  it- -a  change,  by  which  no  le»s  was 
contemplated  than  the  subversion  of  all  the  soorctf 
of  |aw,  order,  and  public  justi«f ,  and  the  sobsti- 
■  .  ■  ^  ,  tttU0a 
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tution  of  mn^sacrci  anarchy,  and  all  their  dire  ef- 
fects. It  has,  however,  piea^etl  that  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, which  has  niercihilly  watchcO  over  the 
safety  of  tliis  nation,  to  defeat  your  wicked  and 
abominalilc  purpo>c,  \^y  arresting  >our  project**  ia 
their  dark  an  I  uangerous  pro^rrs,  and  thus  avert* 
ing  that  danger  which  your  machinations  had  sus- 
pended over  oilr  head;* ;  and  by  your  timely  detec- 
tion, beizure,  an.)  submittal  to  public  jusuce,  to 
afford  limt  tor  the  many  thousands  of  hi*  majesty's 
innoctnt  and  iOyal  subjects,  the  intended  victim! 
of  your  atrocious  and  >anguinary  purpose*  to  es- 
cape that  danger  which  ^-.o  recently  menaced  them^ 
and  which,  I  trust,  is  not  yet  become  too  formi- 
dable for  utter  defeat.  Happily  ior  the  families 
and  the  person^  of  thousands  of  your  wicked  and 
deluded  accuniplicea,  your  detection  has  in  timcj  I 
hope,  served  to  ayert  t\\c  calamities  in  which  the/ 
vould  have  inevitably  involved  themselves,  as  well 
as  their  innocent  fellow- citizens.  The  vigilance  of 
that  government,  unceasingly  directed  to  the  pub- 
lic security,  was  not  to  he  eluded  by  the  dark  ai^d 
inysterious  secrecy  under  which  you  ei^eavoure4 
to  mask  your  wicked  design**.  Vour  tery  end-e^- 
vctrrs  to  propagate  and  promote  your  projects  hav« 
been  thp  sources  of  your  defeat}  and  thus  it  has 
happened,  that  when  you  imagined  your  vile  pur- 
poses to  be  nearest  their  completion,  they  nave 
beeri,  fortunately  discovered  by  the  very  meanf 
through  ^hich  ypu  intended  to  put  them  in  execu- 
tion i  and*  thus  the  intended  victims,  who  were  qn 
the  eve  of  bring  involved  in  ail  the  horrors  of  your 
projects,  have  fresh  cause  to  acknowlcdgft  wixh 
gratitu  e  the  goo  Uiess  of  that  all-provident  God^ 
•  whp  has  thu«  timely,  "and  I  hope  foi  ever,  put  4 
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Stop  to  your  diabolical  plans.  As  to  yon,  deluded 
victimsi  of  a  desperate  and  abandoned  couspiracyy 
before  I  conclude  the  ^wful  task,  which  remains  for 
fxie  to  perform,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to  yottx 
on  the  enormity  of  those  crimes  which  have  brought 
you  to  your  present  melancholy  aad  ignominious 
situation.     And  first,  you  Edward  Marcus  *DtfS-  ' 

pard,  in  whom  the  dignified  ^r.ide  of  birth,  the^  I 

advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  and  the  habits  i 

of  intercourse  in  that  rank  in  which  your  conduct 
was  pncc  so  highly  honourable,  and  froirv-whotu- 
the  testimony  borne  of  your  former  conduct  by  the 
honourable  companions  of  your  earlier  pursuits^ 
adduced 'in  this  court  as  witnesses  for  yodr  charac- 
ter, should  have  induced  us  to  expect  widely  dif- 
ferent conduct  and  principles.  How  gros^lv  have 
you  misapplied  ^nd  abused  the  talents  and  oppor. 
tunities,*  which  jrou  enjoyed  for  honourable  distinc- 
tion in  society  1  and  how  have  you.  degraded  your-  ^ 
self  to  the  association '  of  those  unfortunate  and 
wretched  companions,  by  whom  you  are  now  sur- 
rounded, in  whose  ignominious  fate  you  v  justly 
share,  but  who  are  the  unhappy  vic»^ims  of  your 
seductive  persuasion  and  example.  I  do  not  wish, 
at  this  awful  moment,  to  urge  any  thing^to  yoa 
and  the  degrading  companions  by  whom  you  are  - 
surrounded,  to  sharpen  the  bitterness  of  your  feel- 
ings under  the  ignoiniiiy  of  your  tatc,  but  I  would 
most  earnestly  and  sincerely  wi>>h  to  'impress  your 
mind,  during  the  short  period  of  your  remainiiig 
life,  with  a  due  sense  of  your  awful  situation,  and 
of  the  criiiiinal  conduct  which  has  involved  you  in 
your  present  ignominious  fate  :  I  would  earnestly 
jsDtreat  you  s^aloubly  to  endeavour  to  subdue  the 
Villous  insensibility  of  heart,  of  which,  in  an  ill-  ^ 
fated  Dioipcnty  you^havc  beasted^^and  regain  that 
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sanative  aflcction  of  the  mindf  which  may  prepare 
your  soul  for  that  salvation,  which*  by  the  iniiaite 
mercy  of  God,  I  be>'eech  of  that  God  you  may 
obtain.  And  as  to  you,  other  unhappy  prisoners, 
the  wretched  victims  of  his  seduction  and  exam- 
ple, to  what  a  dreadful  and  ignominious  fate  have 
you  brought  your^elvesy  and  what  ^o^row  and  af. 
Hictioo  have  been  entailed  upon  your  wretched  fa- 
miiies,  by  the  atrocity  of  your  crimes,  and  your 
purpprt  Imd  sanguinary  attempts  to  subvert  that 
nappy,  constitution  and  government,  under  the 
mild  protection  of  which  you  might  still  have  con< 
tinued  to  pursue  industrious  avocations,  and  enjoy 
with  comfort  the  fruits  of  your ,  honest  and  peace- 

^  fui  labours ;  and  the  unexampled  mildness  and  mer- 
ciful tendency  of  whose  laws  you  have  this  day  ex- 
perienced, in  a  long,  a  patient,  a  fair,  and  most 
impartial  trial,  before  that  respectable  and  discern- 
ing jury,  who  have  convicted  you  on  the  most 
uncontroverted  evidence  of  your  guilt.  May  the 
awful  and  impressive  example  of  your  untimely 
fate  prove  a  warning  to  your  wicked  associates  and 
accomphces  in  every  quarttr  of  this  realm,  and  in- 
duce them  to  al)andon  thof.e  machinations  which 
have  brought  you  to  this.dlsgraceful  catastrophe ! 
May  they  Team  to  avoid  your  fate  by  cultivating. 

I  the  blessings,  of  that  constitution  which  you  have 
calumniated  and  endeavoured  to  subvert,  and  by 
pursuing  their  honest  and  industrious  advocations, 
and  avoiding  political  cabals  and  seditious  cbni^pl- 
racies,  avoid^  also'  thbse  dreadful  ^consequences  in 

-which  they  themselves  would  most  probably  be 
amongst  the  first  victims.  The  same  earnest  advice 
I  have  just  given  your  unfprtunate  leader  and  se- 
ducer, i  now  offer  to  you,  which  is,  to  make  the 
btkt  use  of  the  short  period  of  .life  now  lemaining, 
V  to 
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tM  make  your  pence  wltli  an  ofi>nded  God  (ot  yovt 
crimes^  and  seek  mtrcy  in.  another  life,  which  .he 
interest  of  your  feliow  creatures  will  not  suffer  to 
be  extended  to  you  here  I  The  only  thing  remain* 
Ing  for  roe  is  the  painful  ta«k  of  pronouncing 
against  you>  and  each  of  you,  the  awful  sentence 
which  the  law  denounces  against  your  crime,  which 
18^  that  you  and  each  of  you  (here  his  lordship  * 
named  the  prisoners  8everally>}  be  taken  to  the 
place  from  whence  you  came«  and  from  thence  yott 
are  to  be  drawn  on  hurdles  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, where  you  are  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck,  buc 
not  until  you  are  dead,  for  while  you  are  still  living 
your  bodies  are  to  be  taken  down,  your  bowels  tora 
out  and  burnt  before  your  faces;  your  heads  are 
then  to  be  cut  off,  and  your  bodies  divided  each 
into  four  quarters,  and  your  beads  and  quarters  to 
be  then  at  the  king*s  disposal  $  and  may  the  Al- 
mighty God  have  mercy  on  your  soul  T*    ' 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  Feb.  19,  1803,  was  re- 
ceived the  information  that  the  jpvarrant  for  exec^• 
tion,  to  take  place  on  the  following  Monday,  wat 
made  out.  It  was  sent  to  the  keeper  of  the  New 
Goal  in  the  Borough  at  six  o*ciock  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  included  the  names  of  Col.  Despard^ 
't'ho.  firoughton,  John  Francis^  Arthur  Graham^ 
John  Macnamara,  John  Wood,  and  James  Sedg^ 
wick  Wratten  )  the  three  other  prisoners,  NeW^ 
,  man,  Tyndal,  and  Lander,  recommended  by  thd 
jury  to  mercy,  hayigg  been  respited.  As  soon  as 
the  warrant  for  execution  was  received,'  it  was  com- 
municated to  the  unhappy  pfetsons  by  ihe  keeper 
of  the  prison,  Mr.  Ives,  with  as  much  tendernesa 
and  hunanity  as  the  awful  nature  of  the  case 
required.  Wf  b«Licv«  it  wascftpe^ted  b/  att— b/ 
vot.  1«  V  »^ 
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all  it  was  received  with  resignation  and  fortitude. 
Co].  Despard  observed,  upon  its  being  communi- 
cated to  him,  that  the  time  was  short  $    yet  he  had 
iioL  had  ftotn  the  first,  any  strong  expectation  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  jury  would  be  effectual. 
The  mediation  of  Lord  Nelson,   and  a  petition  to 
the  Crown,  were  tried,  but  Col.  Despard  was  con- 
vinced, according  to  report^  that  they  would  be 
unavailing.    From  the  moment  of  his  conviction, 
he  had  begun  to  prepare  hinnelf  for  that  last  mo- 
ment that  wa«  to  close  all  sublunary  scc^nes  upon 
him  for  ever !      During  the  whole  of  the  interval 
between  the  period  of  the  passing  aud  the  execut- 
ing his  sentence,    he  behaved  with  composure.-^ 
Much  of  his  time  was  employed  in  writing,    some 
in  reading,  and  the  greater  part  with  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Despard.    Soon  after  the  warrant  was  received,  all 
papers,   and  every  thing  he  possessed,  were  imme* 
ciiately  taken  from  the  colonel.    He  was  strictly 
searched,  to  discover  whether  he  had  any  knife  or 
means  of  self  destruction  concealed  about  him,  and 
every  thing  that  was  thought  might  enable  him  to 
putanxnd'to  his  existence,    was  conveyed  out  of 
his  reach*     There  is  no  reason  td  suppose  he  had 
the  slightest  design  of  committing  suicide ;    but 
these  are  the  usuw  jand  •  necessary  precaiittonaty 
ineasuji'es.  Mrs.  JENspard  was  greatly  aflPected  'when 
she  firs;  heard  his  fore  was  sealed,  but  afterwards 
recovered  her  fortitude* •  Accompanied  by  another 
lady,  sbe^ad  a  last  interview  with  him  on  th^  Sun- 
clay  preceding  his  execution,  about  three  o*clock. 
The  lady  wept  bitterly,  but  first  Mrs.  Despard,  and 
thfui  the  colonel,   reproach^  her  with  her  weak- 
ness,   Mr.  aiM  Mrs.  Despard  bore  up  with  great 
Armness,  even  m  parting ;    and  when  she  got  into 
acoachj  as  k  <ksr«  on  she  waved  her  handkc>- 
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chief  out  of  the  window.  The  other  prisoners  bore 
their  fate  with  equal  hardihood,  but  conducted 
themselves  with  l^ss  solemnity  than  the  coloBiel.— 
Their  wives,  &c.  were  allowed  to  take  a  farewel 
of  them  on  the  same,  day,  and  the  scene  was  truly 
distressing  j  Five  of  these  men  atteadtd  cmi  Sunday 
morning  at  chapel  within  the  gaol,  used  for  its  in-, 
habitants  only.  Macnamara,  being  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, did  not  attend ;  neither  did  the  colonel,  who 
had  constantly  refused  the  assistance  of  a  clergy- 
man. At  day-light  on  Sunday  morning,  the  dropt 
scaffold,  and  gallow.s,  on  whidh  they  were  to  be 
executed,  were  erected  on  top  of  the  gaol.  The 
erection  of  the  apparatus  of  death  gave  full  infor- 
mation of  the  approaching  event,  and  great  crowds 
continued  to  arrive  and  retire,  viewing  the  place 
the  whole  day.  All  the  Bow-street  patrole,  and 
QiSiny  other  peace-officers, were  on  duty  ail  day  and 
flight,  and  the  military  near  London  were  dratifrn 
tip  close  to  it.  Mrs.  Despard,  after  having  taken 
leave  of  her  husband  at  thipe  in  the  afternoon* 
came  again  about  fiveo*clock  ;  but  it  was  thought 
adviseable  to  spare  the  colonel  the  pangs  of  a  se- 
cond parting,  and  she  was  therefore  not  admitted 
into  the  prison.  She  evinced  some  indignation  a{ 
the  refusal,  and  expressed  a  strong  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  cause  for  which  her  he>band  was  to 
suffer.  After  Mrs*  D.  had  left  the  colonel,  at  three 
o'clock,  he  walked  ,up  and  down  his  cell  for  some 
time,  seemingly  more  agitated  than  be  had  hettk 
at  the  period  of  taking  leave  of  bis  wife.  Between 
fix  and  seven  in  the  evening  hf  thtew  himself 
on  the  bed,  and  fell  into  a  short  sleep.  At  right 
o'clock  he  awoke  and  addressed  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  prison,  who  was  with  htm,  in  these  words.— 
•♦  Mc-^tfei?y  shi^  receive  n^ioforuiaiion  ftoin  mf?-if 
■   .        *    V  »  nOt 
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no,  not  for  all  the  ^ifts,  the  gold,  and  jewels  In  the 
possession  of  the  crown  !**  He  then  composed  him- 
self, and  remained  silent.  The^e  expressions  might 
induce  some  to  suppose  that  endeavours  had  been 
made  to  prevail  upon  him  to  make  disclosures. 
Whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  we  are  not  able 
to  ^ay.  Sir  Richard  Ford  wa§  at  the  prison  on 
Sunday,  and  we  believe  saw  the  colonel  and  all  the 
other  prisoners,  but  we  have  not  heard  that  hie 
▼isit  had  for  its  object  to  induce  them  to  make 
any  confessions.  In  the  course  of  the  evening, 
the  colonel  was  visited  by  his  solicitor,  who  came 
to  aslc  him  where  he  wished  to  be  buried  1  He 
was  silent  for  some  minutes,  and  at  length  replied, 
ke  believed  several  of  his  countrymen  were  buried 
at  Pancras  ;  he  therefore  desired  td  be  buried  there. 
When  Mr.  Ives  went  to  communicate  the  warrant 
fbr  execution  to  two  of  the  prisonets,  Wood  and 
Graham,  they  said,  they  wished  to  have  some  con* 
irersation  with  him.  On  Sunday  evening  he  went 
to  them,  attended  by  the  clergyman,  Mr.  Wink- 
worth.  Graham  then  entered  into  a  long  conver- 
sation with  him,  upon  the  motives  of  the  mettting 
ikt  the  public  house  where  they  were  apprehended  $ 
but  we  do  not  learn  that  he  threw  any  new  light 
upon  the  subject,  or  made  any  new  discoveries  of 
Jmportence.  Macnamara  spent  the  whole  of  the 
night  in  prayer.  The  Roman.  Catholic  priest  left 
him  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  and  came  again 
early  in  the  morning.  Graham,  Wratten,  and  ano- 
ther (Wood  we  believe)  were  the  greater  part  of 
the  night  engaged  in  a  similar  manner.  They  were 
dissenters  ;  Broughion  and  Francis  were  protes- 
tants.  Col.  Despnrd  slept  from  three  to  half  part 
four  i  the  remainder  of  the  night  he  passed- in 
WalJjLing  u|>  and  dpwn  bis  cell.     The  rest  of  the 
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prisoners  slept  about  two  hours.  All  the  arrang*. 
mcnti  for  the  execution  were  settled  on  Sunday  by 
Sir  Richard  Ford,  and  the  sheritfs  of  Surrey,  with 
the  government  and  the  magistrates.  Sir  Richard 
slept  that  night  at  a  Mr.  Smith's,  iiv  order  to  be 
near  the  prison.  At  four  o'clock  ^he  following 
morning,  Monday,  February  .21,  the  drum  beat 
at  the  Horse  Guards,  as  a  signal  for  the  cavalry 
to  asseiiiblc.  We  understand  that  four  regiments 
vere  on  duty.  Two  troops  of  horse  were  stationed 
at  the  Obelisk  j  others  patrolled  the  roads  from  tb« 
Obelisk  ^o  the  Elephant  and  Castle,  and  down  the 
Borough  road.  The  military  occupied  tht^ir  station 
as  soon  as  it  was  day-light.  It  was  not  till  past 
five  o'clock  that  persons  began  to  pour  in  any 
numbers  along  tbf  Westminster  and  city  roads  to 
Horsemonger  lane.  At  half  past  six  the  prisQn 
bell  rang,  the  signal  for  unlocking  the  cell.4.  Mr. 
Winkworth,  the  clergyhign,  and  Mr*  GriiHth,  tfaj^ 
Roman  Catholic  priest  (the  same  gentleman  who 
attended  Quigley  when  he  was  executed;)  came  td 
the  prison,  and  weie  immediately  admitted  to  the 
prisoners.  At  seven  o'clock  five  of  them,  Brough- 
ton,  Francis,  Graham,  Wood,  and  Wratten,  went 
into  the  chapel.  They  attended  to  the  prayers 
with  great  earnestness,  but  at  the  same  time  with- 
out fceeniing  to  lose  that  firmoffss  they  had  displayed 
since  their  trial.  Before  they  received  the  sacra- 
ment, four  of  them  confessed  they  had  done  wrong, .  • 
but  not  to  the  extent  charged  against  them  by  the 
evidence.  The  fifth,  Graham,  said  he  was  iafno. 
^ent  of  the  charges  brought  against  him,  but  had 
attended  two  meetings,  the  second  at  the  in>tiga« 
tion  of  Francis.  It  was  Emblyn,  he  added,  vvho 
cabled  on  him  to.  go  to  the  meetings  by  Franci^^s 
u^  \     deske* 
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desire.  For  some  time  the  clergyman  refused  to 
mdminister  the  tacrament  to  Francis,  because  he 
])ersisted  in  dtciaring  he  had  been  guilty  of  no 
crime.  The  clergyman  said  to  him,  *•  You  atlmit 
you  attended  meetings  V*  He  replied,  «*  Yo.'* 
•*  You  know  they  were  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
turning the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
country.  I  by  no  means  wish  you  to  tmttr  into 
particulars  ;  I  only  wish  you  to  acknowledge  gene- 
rally." Francis  then  smiled  (it  seemed  to  be  the 
natural  character  of  hit  countenance),  and  answer* 
edf  <'T  admit  I  have  done  wron^  in  attending 
those  meetings.**  The  clergyman  then  asked  each 
of  them  "  how  they  found  themselves  ?**  Francis, 
Wood,  Broughton,  and  Wratten  said,  *'they  were 
never  happier  in  their  lives.**  Graham  remained 
tilent*  The  sacrament  was  then  administered  to 
them.  The  service  in  the  chapel  lasted  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  Before  it  was  over  Colonel 
Desp^ard  and  Macnamara  were  brought  down  from 
their  cells  j  their  irons  were  knocked  off,  and  their 
arms,  and  bands  bound  with  ropes.  Despard 
walked  up  and  down  before  the  chapel  door^  but 
did  not  enter  the  chapel.  Macnamara  walked  about 
an  earnest  conversation  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  and  with  a  book  in  his  hand.  Whilst  Des- 
pard  was  at  the  chapel  door,  the  sheriff  (Pepper^ 
addressed  himself  very  humanely  to  him,  and 
asked  him  if  he  could  render  him  any  service. 
The  colonel  than)ced  him,  and  replied  that  he 
could  not.  The  sheriiF  a^ded  somethine  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice,  which,  it  is  supposed,  related  to 
Mrs.  Despard.  Whilst  the  clergyman  was  gone 
out  of  the  chapel  to  prepare  for  the  sacrament, 
the  five  piisouera  in  the  cha^^cl  rose,  on  hearing 
^  .th« 
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tht  colonfrt  irons  being  knocked  ofF.  The  exe* 
cutionrr  rKen  tie4  rheir  arms  and  handt  in  tht. 
same  manner  as  he'  had  before  bound  the  colonel 
and  Macnaitiaia.  Notice  was  then  given  to  tht 
sheriflF  that  they-  were  ready.  The  colonrl,  who 
itood  the  first*  retired  behind^  and  motioned  to 
Franris  (wbo  was  making  way  for  him)  to  go  be« 
fore  htm.  It  was  the  body  of  a  small  cart,  on 
which  two  trusses  of  clean  straw  was  laid :  it  was 
drawn  by  two  horses*  The  procession  moved  ia 
the  following  order  i 

-The  Sheriff  of  Surrey, 
The  Clergy Tikn  in  his  gown, 
'       Mr.  Ives,  the  Keeper^  with  a  white  wand, 
High  'Cotistable, 
)       Other  Constables, 
The  Executioner  with  a  drawn  swtrd. 
Macnamara  and  Graham  were  first  out  into  the 
hurdle,  and  drawn  to  the  lodge,  where  the  inner 
gates  were  opened,  and  they  were  conveyed  to  tht 
stair-case  that  leads  up  to  the  !>caffold.    Theliur- 
dle  then  returned,  and  brought 

Brougfaton  and  Wratten, 

then 

Wood  and  Francis. 

Last  of  ell.  Col.  Despanl  was  put  in  it  alone. 

Macnamara  seemed  intent  ttpan  the  book  in  his 
liand.  Graham  remained  silent*  Broughton  jumped 
into  the  hurdle,  smiled,  and  looked  up  to  the  scaf* 
fold.  Wood  and  Francis  both  smiled >  and  they  afl 
Surveyed  the  awful  scene  with  much  composure. 
Despard  shook  hands  with  a  gentleman,  as  be  got 
into  the  hurdle,  and  looked  u|i  to  the  scaffol  1  with 
g  snsik.     As  aooii  as  they  had  ail  been  conveyed 


224  SSSPAftB. 

in  the  hurdle  to  the  fttttr;cftM  that  leads  to  the  scaf* 
fold,  they  were  escorted  up  one  by  oi)c«^he  she- 
riflF,  Sir  R  Ford,  the  clrrgymao,  Nlr.  Winkworth, 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  clergymanf  Mr.  Griffiths 
preceding  thtm.  Seven  cofiim  or  shelU»  which  had 
been  previously  placed .  in  a  roonB  under  the  scaf- 
fold,  were  brought  up  and  placed  on  the  platform* 
on  which  the  drop  wat  erected.  -A  bag  of  saw* 
dusty  to  catch  the  blood  when  the  heads  wete  se- 
vered from  their  bodies*  was  .placed  beside  them.*— 
The  block  was  near  the  scaffold.  There  were  about 
xoo  spectators  on  the  platform.  The  gre^re^^t  or* 
der  and  silence  were  onserved..  As  soon  as  the 
prisoners  were  placed  on  the.  hurdle»  St.  George's 
bell  to  lied  iuv  s»ome  time.  It  was  about  half  past 
eight  when  the  prisoners  were  broughi  up  to  the 
scattold  one  by  one.  As  soon  as  the  coui  was  fast- 
cned  round  the  neck  of  one,  the  second  was  brought 
up9  and  so  on  till  the  cords  were  fa>tened  round 
the  necks  of  all  theseven:  Macnamara  was  fk^^t 
brought  up  $  he  stili  h^^fd  a  book  in  hi»  hand  i  and 
wh -n  th^  cord  was  placed  round  his  neck>  he  ex* 
clalinedy  with  the  gt^eatest  devotion,  **  IrOrd  Jesus 
have  mercy  upon  me !  Oh,  Lord,  loqk  down  with 
pity  upon  me  V*  Graham  came  second  ^  he  looked 
pale  and  gasriy,  but  spoke  n0t«  Wratten  was 
the  third  i  he  ascended  the  scaffold  with  much  firm- 
ness. Broughtun,  the  fourth,  smiled  as  he  ran  up 
the  scaffold  suirs,  but  as  soqn  ^>  the  rope  was  fast* 
ened  round  his  neck,  he  turni;d  pale,  and  smiled  no 
more.  He  joined  the  prayer  with  much  earnes^ess. 
Wood  was  the  fifth... Francis  the  siixth.  Francis 
ascended  the  scaffold  with  a  composure,  which  ha 
pre-iCTVed  to  the  last.  Wood  and  ^roughton  were 
equally  composed.  Of  all  of  them,  Frances  was 
^he  best  looking*^tall,  handsomej  and  well  made. 

He 


He  atd  Wood  were  Pressed  in  sokKer^s  vniform  ; 
the  rest  were  in  coloured  clothes.  Colonel  Det* 
pard  was  broaght  up  the  last,  dresed  in  boots^  a 
dark  brown  great  eoat,  liis  hair  un powdered  ;  he 
ascendtd  the  scaffold  with  ^leat  firmness,  and  his 
countenance  underwent  not  the  slightest  change 
while  the  awful  ceremony  of  fastening  the  rope 
n>nnd  his  neck,  alfid  placing  the  cap  on  his  head* 
was  performing ;  he  looked  at  the  multitude  assem- 
bled with  perfect  calmness*  The  clergyman,  who 
ascended  the  scaffold  after  the  prisoners  were  tied 
Qp,  spoke  to  him  a  few  words  as  he  passed.  The 
colonel  bowed,  and  thanked  him.  The  ceremony 
of  fastening  the  prisoners  being  finished,  the  col<^ 
Del  advanced  as  neaf  as  he  could  to  the  edge  of  thi 
•caffold,  and  made  the  following  speech  to  the 
flbultitadt.— 

«<  Fellow  Chixens, 
•'  I  ceme  here  as  you  see,  after  having  served 
my  country-^faithfully,  honourably,  and  usefully 
served  it,  for  thirty  years  and  upwards,  to  suffer 
death  upon  a  scaffold  for  a  crime  of  which  I  pro- 
test I  am  not  guilty.  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  ani 
no  more  guilty  oi^it  than  any  of  you  who  may  be 
How  hearing  me  ;  but  though  his  Majesty*s  minis- 
ters know  as  v^ll  as  J  do  that  I  am  not  guilty^ 
3^t  they  avail  themselves  of  a  legal  pretext  to  de* 
^roy  a  man,  because  he  has  been  a  friend  to  truth, 
to  liberty,  and  justice, "  [There  was  a  consi- 
derable hu«a  from  part  of  the  populace  the  near- 
est to  him,  but  who,  from  the  height  of  the  scaf* 
fold  from  the  ground,  could  not,  for  a  certainty, 
distinctly  hear  what  wa^  said.  The  colonel  pro- 
ceeded!—** btc:iusc  he  has  been  a  friend  to  tht 
poor  and  distressed.      But,  (fhitens,   I  hope  and 

trust. 


ttuwtt  noMvithstandiDg  my  hi^,  ami  thA  ftit  cf 
those  who  no  doubt  will  soon  follow  iiie»  that  the 
principles  of  fretdofn»  of  humanity^  and  of  jm- 
tice»  will  finally  triumph  over  folwrhood^  tyranny^ 
and  delusion,  and  every  principle  hostile  to  the  in^ 
tcre^ts  of  the  hooian  race.    And  now,  having  said 

this,  I  have  little  more  to  a.dd '*  [Thecolonera  ' 

voice  seemed  to  falter  a  little  here— he  paused  a 
i»omenr»  as  if  he  had  meant  to  say  something 
more,  but  had  forgotten  it.J  He  then  concluded 
in  the  following  manner  s.  '*  I  have  littje  more  to 
add,  except  to  wish  you  all  health,  happiness,  and 
freedom,  which  I  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  was 
in  my  power,  to  procure  for  you,  and  for  mankind 
in  general/* 

The  colonel  spoke  in  a  firm  and  aodible  tone  o( 
voice:  heleftonsooner  than  was  expected.  There 
was  no  public  expression  eithertkf  approbation  or 
disapprobation  given  when  he  had  concluded  his 
address.  As  soon  as  the  colonel  had  ceased  speak* 
ing,  the  clergyman  pray«d  with  five  of  the  prison- 
ers. M^^cnaraara  prayed  earnestly  with  the  clergy- 
itaan  of  his  own  puriuasion.  Despard  surveyed  the 
populace,  and  made  a  short  anewer,  which  was  not 
distinctly  heard,  to  some  few  words  addressed  to 
him  by  Francis,  who  was  next  him-  The  clergy* 
man  now  shook  hands  with  each  of  them.  Col. 
Despard  bowed,  and  seemed  to  thank  him  as  h^ 
shook  hands  with  him.  The  executioners  pulled 
the  caps  over  the  faces  of  the  unhappy  persons,  a»4 
descended  the  .scaffold.  Most  of  them  exclaimed* 
<<  Lord  Je&us  receive  our  souls  1**  The  last  and 
most  dreadful  part  of  the  ceremony  was  now  to  be 
performed.  The  most  aw ful^ silence  prevailed,  and 
the  thousi^nds  present,  all  i!\tk  one  accord,  stood 

uncovered 
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tincovered.  At  seven  minutes  before  nine  oVlock 
the  signal  was  given,  the  platform'  dropped,  and 
they  were  all  launched  into  eternity  1  !  The  colo- 
nel had  not  one  struggle  :  twice  he  openfd  and 
clenched  bis  hands  together  convulsivtly-^he  stir- 
red no  more.  Macnamara,  Graham,  Wood,  and 
Wratten,  were  motionless  after  a  few  struggles 
Broughton  and  Francis  struggled  violently  for  sonic 
moments  after  all  the  rest  were  without  motion. 
The  executioner  pulled  their  legs  to  put  an  end  to 
to  their  pain  more  speedily.  After  hanging  about 
half  an  nour  till  they  were  quite  dead,  they  were 
cut  down.  Col.  Despard  was  first  cut  down,  his 
body- placed  upon  saw  dust,  -and  his  head  upon  la 
block  i  after  his  coat  had  been  taken  off,  his  heali 
wts  severed  from  bis  body  by  persons  engaged  oh 
purpose  to  perform  the  ceremony.  The  executi- 
oner then  took  the  head  by  the  hair,  and  carrying 
it  to  the  edge  of  the  parapet  on  the  right  hand, 
heid-it  up  to  the  view  of  the  populace,  and  exclaim- 
ed, <*  This  is  the  head  of  a  traito^  Edwari  Mar- 
cus Despard/*  The  same  ceremony  was  perform- 
ed on  the  parapet  at  the  left  hand.  There  was 
■ome  hooting  and  hissing  when  the  eolon^rs  head 
was  exhibited.  His  remains  were  now  pur  into  the 
Kheli. that. had  been  prepared  for  them.  The  other 
prisoners  were  then  cut  down,  their  heads  severed 
from  their  bodies,  and  exhibited  to  the  j>opulace, 
with  the  same  exclamation  of  **  This  is  the  head 
of  another  traitor.**  The  bodied  were  then  put 
into  their  difftrenr  shells,  and  delivered  to  rheir 
friends  tor  interment.  The  populace  were  .struck 
with  the  appearance  of  Ma<rHamara,  who  on  -as* 
cending  the  scatfold,  bowed.  Many  of  them  were 
acquainted  with  hiin.    They  pitied  thetituation  of 

h|s 
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his  wife,  to  whom  be  had  bc«n  married  but  a  shoit  % 
time.  It  was  at  first  thought  he  was  Col.  Despard. 
The  croud  at  the  entrance  of  Horftemonger-lane 
was  immense ;  as  the  time  of  execution  drew  near^ 
the  people  from  all  parts  came  with, such  force  as 
to  bear  down  all  opposition.  Those  who  bad  been 
in  dry  situationsy  were  pushed  into  the  middle  of 
the  road,  where  they  stood  almost  up  to  the  knees 
in  mud.  Several  lost  their  shoes  by  the  continual 
pushing  and  jostling.  Many  fainted,  both  men 
and  women  ;  of  the  latter,  however,  there  were 
but  few.  While  the  heads  were  exhibiting,  the 
populace  took  off  their  hats.  The  execution  was 
over  by  ten  o^cIock,  and  the  populace  soon  after 
dispersed  quietly.  There  was  not  the  least  tend- 
ency to  riot  or  disturbance.  The  precautions,  how- 
ever, taken  by  government,  were  certainly  proper. 
A  sky  rocket  was  sent  to  the  keeper  of  the  prison* 
to  be  lot  off,  as  a  signal  to  the  military*  in  case  of 
any  disturbance.  The  body  of  Col.  D«Bpard  hav* 
ing  lain  at  Mount  Row,  opposite  the  Asylum,  was 
taken  away  on  the  first  of  March,  by  his  friends* 
with  a  hearse  and  three  mourning  coaches,  and  in- 
terred near  the  north  door  of  St.  PauPs  cathedralt 
St.  PauPs  church  yard.  The  c^owd  was  great  § 
but  when  the  grave  was  covered  in,  the  people  im* 
mediately  and  quietly  dispersed.  The  city  marshal 
was  present,  lest  there  should  be  any  disturbance 
on  the  occasion. 

DICKINSON,  EMANUEL,  (MVRDBREitt) 
was  the  son  of  an  officer  in  the  army«  by  whose  e;irly 
death  his  mother  was  reduced  to  extreme  indigence* 
and  Emanuel  and  his  three  sisters,  thus  unprotected, 
became  depredators  upon  the  public.  The  former 
was  soon  apprehended  for  steaUD^agentleman^s  hat 

from 
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^ffpm  his  liead,  in  the  Sfrand,  for  which,  being  coe- 
yicted,  he  received  sentence  •£  transportation  ;  but 
throngfa  the  intercession  of  a  general  officer*,  who 
pitied  his  mother,  he  was  pardoned.  He  then  he* 
came  acquainted  with  Edward  Burnwarth,  WiU 
Itam  Blewiu,  Thomas  Beny,  John  Legee,  and. 
John  Higgs.  Bumworth  was  the  son  of  a  paintefy 
in  Moorfields,  and .  served  an  apprenticeship  to  a 
buckle  maker  in  Grub-street ;  he  distinguished 
himself  by  cudgel- playing,  at  a  place  in  M«orfieldsy 
which  was  called  the  Ring.  He  commenced  picio^ 
pocket,  and  then  by  a  very  natural  gradation,  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  commission  of  foot- pad  robberies  and 
house  breaking.  In  the  exercise  of  his  profession 
at  a  pick -pocket,  he  frequented  every  public  place 
in  and  near  the  city.  He  used  to  steal  snuflF-boxesy 
watches,  handkerchiefs,  pocket  books,  &c.  At 
length  he  was  apprehended,  and  lodged  in  New- 
Prison,  from  which  he  found  means  to  escape,  and 
renewed  his  former  occupation,  but  with  more  cir« 
cumspcction,  usually  lounging  about  the  fields  .near 
London  during  the  day  time,  and  returning  ta  town 
ftt  night  in  search  of  prey.  He  was  a  remaikabk 
daring  villain,  and  constantly  carried  pistols  about 
'  him,  to  aid  him  to  make  a  readier  escape  in  case  of 
deteaii>n.  Going  into  a  public-house  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  the  landlord  told  &im,  that  Quiit  Arnold,  ^ 
one  of  Jonathan  Wild's  men,  who  had  beea  seek*- 
ing  htm  some  days,  was  then  in  the  house.  Here* 
upon  Bumworth  went  backwards  to  a  room  wheiY 
Arnold  was  sitting  alone  ;  and  presenting  a  pistol, 
upbraiding  him  Tot  endeavoring  to  injure  his  old 
acquaintance  ;  Arnold  having  been  a  brother  thief^ 
Bumworth  then  called  for  a  glass  oi  brandy>  and 
putting  sQme  gunpowder  in  ttj  comptlkd  the  other 
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to  drink  iton  hU  kne««,  and  twcar  that  be  vwM 
neyer  seek  for  him  in  future.  He  was  onc«  wbij»« 
])cd  ac  the  cart's  tait  for  a  theft.  William  Biewitt; 
afiothcr  of  this  gang»  was  the  son  of  poor  pareatt 
near  Cripplegaie,  who  apprenticed  him  to  a  per- 
fumer of  gloves ;  but  before  he  had  served  above 
three  years  of  bis  time*  be  associated  with  ill  com- 
pany, and  hfcame  pick-pocket  and  house-breaker. 
Having  been  apprehended  and  lodged  in  Newgate^ 
he  was  tried  for  an  offence,  of  whidi  he  was  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  seveA 
years ;  in  consequence  of  which  be  was  put  oa 
board  a  ship  in  the  river,  hi  company  with  seven! 
other  felons.  Some  of  these  had  procured  saws  and 
files  to  be  concealed  in  cakes  of  gingerbread*  and 
by  means  of  these  instruments  they  hoped  to  eflect 
their  escape  before  the  ship  sailed  to  any  distance* 
Blev^it  having  discovered  their  intention,  disclosed 
it  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  seized  the  im- 
plements, and  gave  Blewttthis  liberty,  as  a  reward 
for  the  information.  But  he  was  no  sooner  at  large* 
than  he  returned  to  his  old  practices,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  ^zs  apprehended,  and  conmiitted  to 
Newgate.  At  the  following  sessions  he  was  to- 
dieted  for  returning  from  tran«portation :  and 
being  convicted,  received  sentence  of  death  {  but 
he  pleaded  the  service  he  had  done  by  preventing 
the  escape  of  the  prii^eners  in  the  river  :  on  which 
hd  was  reprieved  till  the  return  of  the  vessel  from 
America  j  when  his  allegations  being  found  to  be 
true,  he  was  pardoned,  on  the  condition  oftrans^ 
porting  himstlf.  This, .  however,  he  neglected  t6 
.do  i  but  got  into  the  company  of  Burn\iforth« 
.Berry^  I^egee,  and  Hicks,  the  three  last  having 
been  thieves  from  their  infancy.  At  this  time  there 

was 


«ra$,agiA-sliop  kept  fn  the  mint,,  SouIImvotI^,  bym 
foan  named  Bail«  whose  character  was  similar  to 
that  of  Jonathan  Wild.  Ball,  who  had  been  him- 
rsclf  a  thief>  threatened  that  he  would  cause  Burn<- 
wortb  to  be  taken  into  custody.  Tbe  latter,  hear- 
ing  o^  thi»circumstancr>  resolved  on  tbe  murder  of 
Sail,  and  engaged  h7s  accomplices  iu  the  executioa 
vf  the  plan.  Previoi^s  to  this>  while  they  were 
tirinking  at  Islington,  Burnworth  proposed  to  break 
open  and  rob  tbe  house  of  a  magistrate  in  Clerken^ 
well>  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  dilU« 
gence  in  causing  thieves  to  be  apprehended  ;  and 
this  robbery  was  proposed  more  from  motives  of 
jevenge  than  of  gain.  They  soon  executed  theif 
Resign,  and  robbed  the  bouse  of  what  they  thoiught 
a  laige  quantity  of  plate,  which  they  carried  to  Co* 
.pcnhagea-house,  at  that  time  a  public«house  of  ill 
fame,  but  on  examining  tbe  supposed  treasure,  they 
discovered  that  it  was  only  bra$» . covered  with  si|* 
¥cr,  eit  which  they  threw  it  into  the  New  River. 
.The  following  day,  while  thejr  were  carousing,  one 
ef  their  associates  came  and  informed  them  that  some 
peace  officers  were  waiting  for  tbem  in  Chick-lane^ 
a  place  they  greatly  frequented.  Thus  informed, 
they  kept  in  a  body,  and  concealed  their  pistols 
iaiVd  cutlasses  tinder  their  clothes.  On  the  approach 
of  evening  they  ventured  towards  London^  and 
loving  got  atsfar  as  Turnroill -street,  the  keeper  of 
Clerkenv^ell  Bridewell  happening  to  see  them,  cal- 
led to  Burnworth,  and  said  he  wanted  to  spe^ 
with  him.  Buinworth  hesitated,  but  the  other  as- 
suring him  that  he  intended  no  injury,  and  the 
thief  being  confident  that  his  associates  would  not 
desert,  him,  swore  he  did.  not  regaid  the  ^keeper, 
whom  he  advanced  to  meet  with  tbe  pi&tol  in  his 
'band,  tbe  other  rogues  waited  on  the  opposite  side 
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of  the  street)  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pUfblT. 
This  singular  spectacle  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  populace,  a  considerable  crowd  soon  gathered 
round  them,  on  which  Burnworth  Joined  his  com- 
panions, Yiho  kept  together,  and  facing  the  people 
retired  in  a  body,  presenting  their  pistols,  and 
swearing  that  they  would  fire  on  any  one  who  should 
offtT  to  molest  them.  Thus  they  retreated  as  ht 
as  fiattle-bridge,  and  then  making  a  circle  round 
the  fields,  entering  London  by  a  d liferent  avenue, 
and  going  to  Black-friars,  took  a  boat  and  crossed 
the  Thames.  Having  landed  at  the  Bankstde^ 
8outhwark,  they  went  to  a  place  called  the  Music- 
house,  which  was  at  that  time  much  frequented  by 
people  of  dissolute  characters.  Here  they  con- 
tinped  drinking  some  time,  and  then  went  into  St«  ^ 
George's  Fields,  where  Burnworth  re-proposed  tht 
ft)urder  of  Ball,  on  account  of  the  threat  that  ht 
had  issued.  All  the  company  readily  agreed  except 
^iggs>  ^ho  said  he  would  have  no  concern  in  mur- 
der i  however,  the  others  forced  him  with  them  s 
it  was  dark  when  they  arrived  at  Bairs  house,  and 
Higgs  waited  at  the  door,  while  the  rest  went  in. 
BalPs  wife  told  them  he  was  at  an  ale- house  in  tht 
netghbouihood,  bdt  she  would  go  and  call  him» 
which  she  accordingly  did  ;  he  no  sooner  got  to  tht 
door  of  his  own  house,  than  Burnworth  seized  him 
and  dragged  him  in,  reproaching  him  with  treachery 
in  intending  to  betray  his  old  acquaintance.  As 
these  desperadoes  were  armed  with  pistols.  Ball 
trembled  with  just  apprehension  for  his  life,  and 
dropping  on  his  knees,  earnestfy  entreated  that  they 
would  not  murder  him  ;  but  Burnworth,  swearing 
that  he  should  never  oihtain  the  reward  for  betray- 
ing him,  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot,  while  thus  beg- 
ging for  bis  life.    The  murder  was  no  sooner  per* 
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y«(nted  than  they  all  sallied  forth  into  the  street  j 
when  Biewitr»  supposing  that  the  report  of  the  pis- 
tol might  aiarm  the  neighbotttti,  fired  another  into 
the  arr,  saying^,  **  We  are  oow  safe  in  town,  and 
tkerc  ts  iu>  fear  of  rogues  i  "  thereby  intimating 
that  they  had  come  out  of  the  country,  whicber 
they  bad  taken  pistols  for  their  protection.  Higg^ 
Itad  left  bis  companioiLs  as  soon  as  th<;  murder  was  ' 
cunouiitted,  but  on  theiir  vvay  to  tlie  Falcon  Stairs^ 
where  they  intended  to.  take  a  boat,  (hey  met  with 
liim  again,  when  Burnwortb  proposed  to  ouirder 
liim,  as  they  bad- done  Ball,  but  Majoram^  an  old 
acquaiutance»  whom  they  had  picked  upi  inter- 
ceded for  his  life»  Which  was  granted,  on  condition 
that>  for  the  futune^  he  should  behave  with  greater 
courage.  They  now  crossed  the  Thames,  and 
went  to  the  Boar's  Head  Tavein  In  Smithfiek^ 
where,  not  being  knowu,  they  were  under  no  ap- 
prehension of  detection.  Here  tbey  remained  till 
fen  at  night,  and  then  parted  in  dilferent  s^ang*^  to 
commit  seperaie  robberies.  Some  days  after  this 
Dkken  on.  Berry  and  Blewitt,  having  obtained  a 
large  booty,  went  to  Harwich,  and  sailed  in  the 
packet  boat  to  Holland.  In  the  mean  tin:e  Higgs 
,went  to  Portsmouth,  and  entered  on  board  the 
^lonmouth  man  of  war  ;  but  his  brother  happen-  . 
log  to  meet  the  mate  of  a  ship  in  London,  gave  hina 
a  better  to  deliver  to  him.  The  mate  going  acci* 
dentally  into  a  public  hou<:e  in  Smithfield,  heard  the 
name  ot  Higgs  mentioned  by  some  people  who  were 
talking  ot  the  murder,  among  whom  was  a  watch* 
jnan,  whom  the  mate  told  that  he  had  a  letter  to 
carry  to  one  Higgs.  On  this  the  watchman  weoji 
to  the  under '.secretary  of  state,  and  mentioned  what 
Ke  had  heard  and  suspected.  Hereupon  the  watch. 
X  3  noan 
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man  and  two  of  the  King^  nHetsengen,  being  6k^ 
patched  to  Portsmouth,  Higgs  was  taken  into  cos* 
tody,  brought  to  London,  and  contmitted  to  New* 
gate.  Still  Burnworth  and  the  rest  of  his  associatea 
continued  to  defy  the  laws  in  the  most  open  manner. 
Having  stopped  the  Earl  of  Harborough\  t:hair» 
during  broad  day-light,  in  Piccaditty,  one  of  the 
chairmen  pulled  out  a  pole  ofthe  chair  and  knocked 
down  one  of  the  villains,  while  the  Earl  came  out, 
drew  his  sword,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight  j  bat 
not  before  they  had  jaised  their  wounded  compa* 
nion,  whom  they  took  off  with  them.  The  nnoi-, 
ber  of  daring  robberies  which  were  now  daily  com- 
mitted were  s6  alarming,  that  the  King  issued  a 
proclamation  for  apprending  the  offenders,  and  a 
pardon  was  offered  to  any  one  who  would  impeach 
his  accomplices,  except  Burnworih,  whowas  justly 
constdered  as  the  principal  of  the. gang.  Maijo« 
ram  happened  to  be  drinking  at  a  public- house 
in  Whitecross-strect  one  night,  when  a  gentleman 
went  in,  and  read  the  royal  proclamation.  The 
company  present  knew  nothing  of  Marjoram  ;  but 
he  apprehending  that  some  of  his  accomplices  would 
become  an  evidence  if  he  did  not,  applied  to  a  con- 
stable in  Smithfield,  and  desired  him  to  take  him 
before  the  Lord'Mayor.  By  this  time  the  evening 
was  far  advanced,  on  which  Marjoram  was^lo<igcd 
in  the  Compter  for  that  night,  and  being  taken  ro 
Guildhall  the  next  day,  he  discovered  all  the  cir- 
cumstances that  he  knew  ;  and  informing  the  Lord 
Mayor  that  Legee  lodged  in  Whitc-crossstreet,  he 
was  almost  immediately  apprehended,  and  commit- 
ted to  Newgate  the  same  day.  The  circumstance 
of  Marjoram  having  turned  evidence  being  now  the 
public  topic,  JohitBartoni  a  fellow  who  bad  been 
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fmn^fifiie  e<miie€ted  with  Burn  worth  a)rd  hn  gtwg, 
provided  a  loaded  pistol,  and  placing  himself  ne&r 
Gotdsintth*8  ball,  took  an  opportunrt^,  when  the 
officers  fvere  conducting  Marjoram  beioro  the  Lord 
ItfayOr,  to  fire  at  him,  but  Marjoram  observing  him 
HdvanetBg,  stooped  dow^n,  $o  that  the  ball  grated 
bis  back  onl^.  The  suddenness  oi  this  action,  and 
fhe  surprise  it  occasioned,  gave  Baron  an  oppor- 
f«nity  of  effecting  his  escape.  About  this  time  one 
Wilseii,  who  had  likewise  belonged  to  the  gang, 
^utfted  London,  but  bting  apprehended  about  two 
years  afterwards^  -  he  was  hanged  at  Kingston  in 
SiirrfTr  In  the  mean  time  Burnworth  continued  at 
large,  committing  depredations  on  the  public,  and 
appearing  openly  in  the  streets,  notwithstanding 
tbe  proclamation  issued  to  apprehend  him.  He 
^rokeopen  rhe  hoat>e  of  a  distiller  in  Clare-market, 
a«id  carried  off  a  great  luimber  of  bank-notes ;  in 
consequence  of  which  another  proclannation  was 
issued,  and  three  hundred  poynds  were  oftered  for 
taking  him  into  custody  i  notwithstanding  be  still 
appeared  at  large,  and  gave  tbe  foUomiiigr  among 
other  proofs  of  nis  audacity.  Silting  down  at  the 
door  of  a  public-house  in  Hoi  born,  where  he  was 
wtif  known,  he  called  for  a  pint  of  beer  and  drank 
it,  holding  a  pistol  in  hjs  hand  by  way  of  protec- 
tion ;  he  then  paid  for  his  beer,  and  went  off  with 
the  greatest  apparent  tniconcern.  At  this  time  he 
•  kept  company  with  two  infamous  women,  one  of 
'  whom  was  the  wife  ot  a  man  named  Leonard,  who 
-liaving  belonged  to  the  gang,  thought  to  rrcom- 
inend  himself  to  mercy  by  the  apprehension  >of 
\pmnworth.  Having  told  his  wife  what  he  intended, 
ahe  informed  so^rjc  magistrates  of  the  proposed  plan, 
and  they  sent  six  lD«n  to  Asiist  in  carrying  it  into 
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execution.'  Shrove  Tuesday  being  the  day  tp** 
pointed,  the  men  waitrd  at  a  public  house  till  they 
should  receive  a  hint  to  proceed  About  six  in  the 
evening  Burnworth  went  to  the  lodgings  of  the  wo- 
men^  to  which  there  was  a.  back-door  tliat  opened 
into  a  yard.  It  was  pro^Kwed  to  have  pancakts  for 
supper,  aud  while  one  of  the  women  was  frying 
them,  the  other  went  to  the  public-house  iorsome 
beer,  and  on  her  return  pretended  to  bolt  the  door* 
but  designedly  misled  the  staple ;  at  that  momeiit 
six  men  rushed  in,  and  ^eized  Burnworth  before  be 
had  time  to  make  any  resistance,  though  he  had  a 
pistol  in  the  pocket  ot  bis  great  coat.  Being  car- 
ried before  three  magistrates,  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate ;  but  his  accomplices  wete  so  infamously 
daring  as  to  attempt  the  murder  of  the  woman  who 
had  occasioned  his  apprehension  ;  a  pistol  was  fired 
at  her  as  she  was  e'ntei  lug  the  door  of  her  oyvn  house 
which  being  communicated  to  the  magistrates* 
conntables  were  appointed  to  watch  nightly  for  her 
protection*  till  the  3eitperadors  gave  ov$;r  their  at- 
tempts. Burnworth,  while  in  Newgate,  projected 
the  foUo^^ing  scheme  of  escape  :  having  been  fur- 
nished with  an  iron  crovr,'  he  engaged  some  of  the. 
prisoners,  who  assisted  him  in  pulling  stones  out  of 
the  wall,  while  others  sung  psalms,  that  the  keepers 
might  nor  bear  what  they  were  doing.  On  the 
day  following  this  transaction,  which  was  carried 
on  during  the  night,  five  condemned  criminals  were 
to  be  executed  j  but  when  the  jailors  came  to  take 
them  out,  there  tvas  such  an  immense  quantity  of 
stones  and  rubbish  to  remove,  that  it  was  two 
oVIock  in  the  afternoon  before  the  eriminals  could 
be  got  out  of  the  cells.  This  K:heme  of  BurnWQfih 
occasioned  hU  closer  confinement.  He  was  re- 
moved 


in6rtd  into  a  room,  knowA  hy  the  iiami:  of  the 
l^HboeSy  and  baded  with  a  pair  df  the  heaviest  irons 
in  the  pfiisob,  bat  he  intended  to  hare  made  his 
^arpe  even  from  this  place ;  and  being  famished 
with  Hies  &nd  saws  from  some  of  his  acquaintance, 
lie  worked  Ms  way  through  a  wall  into  a  room  in 
sthich  Wfcre  some  women  prisonci^,  one  of  whom 
jicqualnting  the  keeper  with  what  had  happened. 
Barftworth  was  chained  to  the  floor  of  tht  eon- 
demMrd  hold.  Applicfttion  as  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary 6f  State,  to  take  measures  for  the  apt)rehensioA 
of  Berry,  Dickenbon^  and  Blewitt,  who  had  gone 
over  to  H#Hatid  ;  and  hereupon  instructions  were 
sent  to  the  English  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  im- 
JpoWering  bin*  to  requeht  of  the  States  General, 
that  the  offenders  might  be  delivered  up  to  justice* 
if  found  any  where  within  th^ir  jurisdiction.  The 
ansbassftdor, '  on  receiving  the  necessary  instroc* 
tiont,  made  the  application,  and  orders  were  is« 
soed  accordingly,  in  consequence  of  which  Blewrt 
%fais  apprehended  at  a  public-house  in  Rotteniam, 
but  I>ickenson  and  Berry  had  taken  refuge  on 
Kifeird  a  ship  at  the  Brill.  Blewit  was  lodged  in  the 
state- lM>use  prison,  and  then  the  ofKcers  who  took 
bim  went  immediately  on  board  the  ship,  and 
nAttd  bis  two  accomplices,  whom  they  brought  to 
tiie  same  place  of  confinement.  They  w'ere  chained 
m  the  Aoor  till  the  English  ambassador  requested 
|krmt<stoa  to  send  them  home,  which  being  readily 
Obtaii>ed,  they  were  guarded  to  the  packet  boat  by 
%  party  of  soldiers,  and  were  chained  together  as 
iiioon  as  they  were  put  on  board.  When  they 
teached  the  Nore,  they  wereJ  met  by  two  of  the 
iCing's  messengers,  who  conducted  them  up  the 
tiver.  On  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  they  were 
put  into  ft  boat '  opposite  the  Tower,  which  was 
•'•  guarded' 
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guarded  by  three  other  boats,  in  each  of  which  wn 
a  corporal  and  several  soldiers*  In  this  mauler  thcf 
were  conducted  to  Westminster,  where  they  were 
examined  by  two  magistrates,  who  committed  them 
to  Newgate,  to  which  they  were  escorted  by  a  p«itj 
of  the  toot  guards.  On  sight  of  Bornworth  they 
teemed  to  pity  his  situation,  while  he^  ina  hardened 
manner,  expressed  his  happiness  at  their  safe  arrival 
from  Holland,  On  the  approach  of  the  easaiag 
assizes  for  the  county  of  Surry,  they  were  hand* 
cuiied,  jput  into  a  waggon,  and  in  this  mavner  • 
rarty  ot  dragoons  conducted  them  to  Kingston. 
Their  insalence  on  leaving  Newgate  was  unparallel- 
ed ; — they  told  the  spectators  that  it  would  become 
them  to  treat  gentlemen  of  their  profession  with 
respect,  especially  as  they  were  going  a  journey  | 
they  liktwise  said  to  the  dragoons,  that  theyex- 
pected  to  be  protected  from  injury  on  the  road  | 
and  during  their  journey  they  behaved  with  great 
indifference,  throwing  money  among  the  popuiaoct 
and  diverting  themselves  by  seeing  them  scramble 
for  it.  A  boy  having  picked  «p  a  halfpenny,  one 
of  a  handful  which  Blewit  had  thrown  among  the 
people,  told  him  that  he  would  keep  that  halfpenny, 
and  have  his  ns^me  engraved  on  it,  as  sure  as  he 
would  be  hanged  at  Kingston,  on  which  Blewit 
gave' him  a  shilling  to  pay  the  expence  of  engrav- 
ing, and  enjoined  him  to  keep  his  promise,  wbicb» 
It  is  affirmed,  the  boy»  actually  did.  On  their* 
arrival  at  Kingston,  they  were  put  in  the  prison 
called  the  Stockhouse,  where  they  were  chained  to 
the  floor:  and  on  the  following  day,  bills  of  indict- 
ment  being  found  against  them,  they  were  brought 
up  for  trial  before  Lard  Chief  Justice  Raymond, 
and  Judge  Denton,  but  some  articles  having  beea 
taken  from  BurnworUi  when  he  was  apprehended, 

he 


BICKENSOI?/  2i9 

lie  refund  to  ple^d  unlets  they  were  restored  fo 
him.    The  judges  made  use  of  every  argument  to 
prevail  on  him  to  plead»  but  In  vaiq  $  in  conse* 
quence  of  which  sentence  was  passed  that  be  should 
be  pressed  to  death.    Hereupon  he  was  taken  back/ 
to  the  Stockhouse^  where  he  bore  the  weight  of  one 
]iui;dred|  three  quarters,  and  two  pounds,  on  hi^ 
breast.     The  High  Sheriff,  who  attended  hli"  ^^ 
this  occasion,  useJ  every  argument  to  prevail  on  him 
to  plead,  to  which  he  consented,  after  bearing  the 
weight  an  hour  and  tluee  minutes,  during  great 
part  of  which  tiofie  he  ei>deavoured  to  kill  hlmself« 
by  striking  his    head    against   the  ^oor.      Being 
brought  into  court,  he  was  tried,  and  convicted 
with  bis  companions*    They  were  no  sooner  con- 
victed, than  orders  were   given    for   their  bein^ 
chained  to  the  £por ;  but  in  this  deplorable  situa- 
tbn  they  diverted  themselv^es,  by  recounting  som^ 
particula/s  of  their  robberies,  to  such  persons  whose 
curiosity  .induced  them  to  visit  the  goal.      Some 
people  wished  they  would  leave  an  account  of  their 
robberies,  ^but  fiurnworth  said  the  particulars  could  ^ 
not  be  contained  in  an  hundred  sheets  of  paper. 
On    passing  sentence,    the   Reverend  Judge  most 
earnestly  entreated   them  to  prepare  for  another 
'  world*  as  their  time  in  the  present  must  necessarily 
be  short.    They  begged  tnat  their  friends  might 
Visit  them)  and  this, being  complied  with,  files  and 
saws  were  conveyed  to  them,  to  ai>istthem  in  their 
escape*    Their  plan  was  to  have  mixed  opium  in 
wine  to  have  made  the  keepers  sleep  j  and  if  this 
had  taken  place,  they  then  proposed  to  have  set  fire     • 
to  some  piles  of  wood  near  the  prison,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  town,  and  to  get  a  considerable  dis- 
taiicc  during  the  conflagration;  but  the  keeper's 
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having  listened  to  their  discourse,  th^y  were  «noi« 
strictly  guarded  than  before,  and  thetr  whole 
scheme  rei;(lered  abortive.  A  «hort  time  before 
their  execution  Burn  worth  tolcTone  of  the  keepers, 
that  **  If  he  did  not  see  him  bWied  in  a  decent 
manner,  he  would  meet  htm  after 'death  in  a  dark 
entry,  and  pull  off  his  nose.'*  When  the  day  of 
execution  arrived,  the  prisoners  were'  put  into  '« 
cart,  and  a  company  or  foot  soldiers  escorted  them 
to  the  fatal  tree.  On  their  way,  filewit  saw  a  gtn- 
tleman  named  Warwick,  and  having  obtained  per«' 
mission' to  speak  to  him,  most  earnestly  entreated 
his  pardon  tor  having  attempted  to  shoot  him,  fa 
consequence  of  an  information  which  Mr.  War* 
fvick  had  given  against  him.^  Dickenson  and 
Blewit  appeared  more  penitent  than  any  of  the  rest. 
They  wept  bitterly  at  the  place  of  execution,  and 
said  they  hoped  their  untimely  fate  would  teach 
young  men  to  avoid  such  courses  as  had  brought 
them  to  thtir  fsttal  end.  They  suffered  April  ix; 
1726.  After  execution,  their  bodies  were  broiight 
to  the  new  goal  in  Southwark,  to  be  fitted  witb 
chains.  The  bodies  of  Burnworth  and  Blewit  wer6 
suspended  on  a  gibbet  in  St.  Geerge*8  Fields;  neat 
wheift  the  murder  was  perpetrated.  Ltget  and 
Hiegs  weire  hanged  on  Putney  Common,  and  Berrjl' 
and  Dickenson  on  Kenniugton  Common  $  but  re- 
presentation  being  made  to  the  people  in  power| 
.that  Dickenson's  father,  when  a  lieutenant  in  the 
army,  had  died  fighting  for  his  country  in  Flandersy 
permission  was  given 'to  hi«  friends  to  take  down 
and  bury  the  body,  after  he  had  hung  one  day. 
Burnworth  and  his  associaTes  weK  hanged  atKing. 
tton.  Marjoram,  the  evidence,  obtained  hislibeity 
«f  course,  when  his  accompHces  were  convicted } 
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Imt  hi  a  few  (hfs  aftcrwftrd«»  be  cut  th«  string  pf,a 
butcher*!  aproni  and  ran  away  with  his  steel.  — -> 
Being  pursued,  he  .was  apprehended*  committed » 
and  when  indicted  for  privately  stealing,  was  cop-> 
vktcd,  and  received  sentence  gf  death,  which  seo« 
fence,  inconsiderationof  his  having  been  evidence 
against  the  above  malefactors,  was  changed  to  that 
of  transportation. 

DICKSON,  MARGARET,  (MUaDEHilt,) 
was  the  daughter  ef  poor  parents,  who  lived  at 
Musselbttfgh,  about  five  miles  from  Edinburgb,  and 
who  brought  up  their  child  in  the  practice  of  reli<* 
giotts  duties,  having  instructed  her  in  such  house-t 
hold  business  as  was  likely  to  suite  her  future  situ* 
ation  in  life.  The  village  of  Musselburgh  is  almo)*! 
entirely  inhabited   by  gardeners,  fishermen,  and 

rersons  employed  in  maJcing  salt.  The  husbands 
aving  prepared  the  several  articles  for  sale,  the  wi vet 
carry  them  to  Bdinburgh,  and  procure  a  suhsistr 
ence  by  crying  them  throueh  the  streets  of  that  city. 
When.  Margaret  Dickson  had  attained  years  of  ma* ' 
turity,  she  was  married  to  a  iisherman>  by  whom 
she  had>  several  clfild«eA.  But  there  being  a  want 
•f  ieamen,  her  husband  was  impressed  into  the  na- 
val service;  and  during  his  abisme  from  Scotland, 
his  wife  had  an  illicit  connectioh  with  s^  man  aK 
Musselburgh,  in  consequence  of  which  s|ie  became 
pregnant.  At  this  time  it  was  the  law  in  Scotlaiidt 
that  a  woman  known  to  have  been  tutchafite  ^ould^ 
lit  in  a  distinguished  place  in  the  church,  ou  threit 
Sundays,  to  be  publicly  rebuked  by  the  minister  i 
and  niany  poor  infants  have  been  d^U<^ycd,  be^n 
cause  the  mothers  dreaded  this  public  exposure,  par* 
ticularly  as  many  Scotch  ladies  went  to  church  to  bt 
witncisee  of  the  frailty  of  a  (later,  nbo  ware  neviei; 
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Mcn  there  on  any  other  occatioii.  The  nieighboon 
of  Mrs.  Dickson  novr  averred  that  she  was  with 
child ;  but  this  she  constantly  denied,  though  there 
was  every  appearance  that  might  warrant  the  dis» 
crediting  w^at'she  said.  At  length  she  was  deli* 
ireredi  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  child  waa 
born  alive  or  not.  However,  she  was  taken  into 
custody,  and  lodged  in  the  gaoi  of  Edinburgh. 
When  her  tria^  came  on,  several  witnesses  deposed, 
that  she  had  been  frequently  pregnant ;  others  pror* 
ed,  that  there  were  signs  of  her  having  been  deliver- 
ed, and  that  a  new-born  infant  had  been  found  near 
the  place  of  her  residence.  A  surgeon  depo^, 
that  putting  the  lungs  of  the  infant  into  water,  they 
were  found  to  swim,  which  was  deemed  a  proof  that 
the  child  had  been  alive  j  for  it  was  a  received  opU 
nion,  that  if  no  air  be  ever  drawn  into  the  lungs 
they  will  not  swim  :  but  this  circumstance  is  now  a 
matter  of  doubt  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  facul- 
ty ;  however,  the  jury  giving  credit  to  this  evidence, 
•  brought  in  a  verdict  of  Guilty,  in  consequence  of 
which  !»he  was  sentenced  to  die.  After  her  cuudem- 
nation  she  behaved  in  the  most  penitent  manner* 
confessed  that  sheiiad  been  guilty  of  nianysins,  and 
even  owned  that  she  had  departed  from  the  line  of 
duty  to  her  husband,  bitt  she  constantly  and  atea* 
dily  denied  that  she  had  murdered  her  child^or  even 
forn^ed  an  idea  of  so  horrid  a  crime.  She  owned,  that 
the  fear  of  being  exposed  to  the  ridicule  of  her 
neighbours  in  church,  bad  tempted  her  to  deny  that 
she  was  pregnant ;  she  declared  thsiti  beingsudden- 
}y  seized  with  the  pains  of  child? birth,  '^he  was  una- 
ble to  fi^rocure  the  assistance  of  her  neighbours,  and 
a  state  of  insensibility  having  ensued,  she  could  not 
tell  what  became  tof  jhe  infant.  At  the  piaee  of 
ckecution^  her  behaviour  was  consistent  with  her 
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cformer  declaration,  ^  ^ho  avowed  her  total  iiuio'* 

^] j:ence  of  the  crime  of  which  she  was  convicted,  bv|t 
confessed  the  sincerest  sorrow  for  all  her  other  sins. 
jShe  was  hanged  in  the  year  172B.  After  execution, 
her  body  was  cut  down  and  delivered  to  her  friends, 
who  put  it  into  a  coffin,  and  sent  it  in  a  cart  to  be 
buried  at  her  native  place ;  but  the  weather  being 
sultry,  the  persons  who  had  the  body  in  their  care 
(topped  to  drink  at  a  village,  called  Pepper-Mill, 
about  two  miles  from  £dinb.ur^h.  While  they  wer^ 

.refreshing  themselves^  one  of  tl^em  perceived  the  lid 
of  the  coffin  move,  and  uncovering  it,  the  woman 

.immediately  sat  up,  and  most  of  the  spectators  rap 
off  with  every  sign  of  trepidation.  It  now  happen* 
cd  that  ^a  person  who  was  then  drinkii^g  in  the  pub- 
lic house,  had  recollection  enough  to  bleed  her :  in 
about  an  hour  after,  she  was  put  to  bed :  and  b/ 
the  following  morning  she  was  so  far  recovered  as  to 

.be  able  to  walk  to  her  own  house.  By  the  Scottish 
law,  which  is  In  part  founded  on  that  of  the  Ronaanab 
a  person  against  whom  the  judgment  of  the  court 
has  been  executed  can  suffer  no  more  in  future,  but 
is  thenceforward  totally  exculpated  i  and  it  is  like- 
wise held  that  t^e  marriage  is  dissolved  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  convicted  party,  which  indeed  is  con- 

.  sistent  with  the  ideas  that  common  sense  would  form 
on  such  an  occasion.  Mrs.  Dickson  having  been 
thus  convicted  and  executed,  the  King^s  advocate 
^ouid  prosecute  her  no  farther ;  but  he  filed  a  bill  in 
the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  s^ainst  the  sheriff,  for 
omitting  to  fulfil  thelaw.  The  husband  of  this  re- 
vived convict  piariied  her  publicly  a  few  days  after 
she  was  hanged.    And  she  constantly  denied  that 

,  she  had  been  guilty  of  the  alledged  crime.  She  Uv« 
^d  abou|  tfiirty  years  after  this; 
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.  Dobbins,  JOHM,  (murdbrer)  a  low-bred 
man,  whose  peculiar  atrociousness  excited  mach  of 
the  public  curiosity,  wa&  tried  at  Worcester,  1797^ 
and  the  court  was  consequently  crowded.  The 
prisoner  having  been  indicted  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Jonathan  Partington,  near  Evcrsham,  pleaded 
Not  guilty.  And  Mr.  Plumer,  one  of  the  counsel 
for  the  prosecutor,  in  an  affecting,  yet  candid 
speech »  addressed  the  jury,  and  disclosed  the  cir* 
cumstances  which  led  to  the  suspicion,  and  the  ap* 
prehension,  of  the  prisoner  $  the  most  strong  of  which 
were,  his  havlne  been  seen  in  eompany  of  the  de- 
ceased, when  the  latter  was  i^ceiving  money  tho 
evening  on  which  the  murder  and  robbery  were  per- 
petrated— his  having  been  observed  by  three  wit- 
nesses to  follow  him  on  the  road  within  a  mile  of 
the  fatal  spot — his  own  bloody  clothes  and  bloody 
hatchet — the  many  different  and  irrceoncfleablc 
'accounts  he  gave  of  himself  when  he  ^as  appre- 
hended, and  afterwards,  but  last  of  all,  the  death- 
bed declaration  of  Partington  himself,  who,  when 
the  prisoner  was  shewn  to  him,  exclaimed,  "  Ah  ! 
■you  arc  the  man  who  has  done  me  this  sad  injury." 
This  was  often  repeated  by  the  deceased,  when  he 
believed  the  awful  hour  of  his  dissolution  was  fa$t 
approaching.  After  the  learned  Judge  Lawrence 
had,  in  a  most  clear  and  comprehensive  manner, 
summed  up  the  evidence  to  the  jury,  they  imme- 
diately found  him  guilty.  During  the  whole  of 
his  trial,  he  betrayed  no  '*  4:ompunctious  visitings 
of  nature.'*  The  production  of  the  blood-b*. 
smeared  clothes,  the  fatal  hatchet,  the  hat  of  Par- 
tington cut  in  many  places,  and  tjic  surgeon's  de- 
scription of  his  frightful  wounds,  produced  no  ap- 
parent symptoms  of  tiismay  or  remorse.  After  a 
most  pathetic  and  solemn  exhortation  to  repentance, 
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(the  judge  pronounced  the  awfui  sentence  of  tbe  Uyfp 
Ut^e  latt  words  of  whkhdid  wring  from  his  stubboin 
fye  one  solitary  tear.  H^  suffered  on  the  30th  of 
Marchy  i797»  and  \\h  body  was  given  to  be  disr 
MMled  and  anatomized. 

DODD,  WM.  (forgrr,)  doctor  of  divinity, 
prebendary  of  Brecon*  and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to 
nis  majesty ;  who  was  the  promoter  of  inany  cha- 
rities, and  the  institutor  of  some,  particularly  the 
Magdalen  Hospital,  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
Poor  Debtors,  and  that  for  the  Recovery  of  Per- 
sons  apparently  Drow^ied.     Joeing  in  want  of  cash 
to  pay  his  tra^e.'fmen^s  bills,  and  haying  been  pre* 
ceptor  to  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  he  pretended 
that  his  lordship  ha^l  an  urgei|t  occasion  to  bor« 
row  4.000!.  but  did  not  choose  to  be  his  own  agent, 
aikd  begged  that  ^he  matter  might  be  secretly  and 
expeditiously  conducted.     The. doctor   employed 
Mr^  Robertson,  a  broker,  to  whom  he  presented  a 
bond,  not  filled  up  or  signed,  that  he  migl)t  find 
li  person  who  would  advance  the  requisite  spm  to 
a  young  nobleman  who  had  lately  come  of  age. — 
-After  applying  to  several  persons  who  refused  the 
.business/  because  they  were  not  to  be  present  when 
-the  bond  was  executed,  Mr.  Robertson,  absolutely 
.confiding  in  the  doctor's  honor,  applied  to  Messrs. 
Fletcher  and  Peach,  who  agreed  to  lend  the  money. 
Mr.  Robertson  returned  the  bond  to  the  doctor,  in 
order  to  its  being  executed;  and  on  the  following         i 
'  day  the  doctor  produced  it  as  executed,  and  witne^-        j 
sed   by  hunseit.     Mr.  Robertson,  knowing   Mr.        j 
Fletcher  to  be  a  particular  man*  and  who  would       1 
•  coa8e<|uently  object  to  one  subscribing  witness  only,       I 
out  hrs  name  under  the  doctor's.  He  then  went  and       I 
feeeived  the  money,  which  he  paid  into  theliands  of      I 
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and  Co.  the  remaining  isool.  tn  bank  notes.    The 
money  being  thus  obttinedy  the  doctor  gave  Mv 
Robertson  Tool,  for  his  trouble,  and  paid  sonae  of 
his  own  debts  with  a  part  of  the  remainder.     It 
appears  the  doctor  intended  to  replace  the  money , 
vnct  pay  off  the  bond,  in  a  short  time,  without  the 
knowledge  of  any  person  but  the  broker,  and  the 
gentlemen  of  whom  the  money  had  been  borrowed, 
ft  happened,  however,  that  the  bond  being  left  with 
Mr.  Manly,  (attorney  for  Messrs.  FIctchef  and 
Peach)  he  observed,  in  .the  condition  of  the  bond,  a 
very  remarkable  blot  in  the  first^  letter  E,  in  the 
wordlSEVEN,  which  did  ntft  seem  to  be  the  effect 
of  chance,  but  done  with  design.     He  thought  It 
remarkable,  but  did  not  Suspect  a  forgery  ;  yet  he 
shewed  Mr.  Fletcher  the  bond  and  blot,  and  advised 
him  to  have  a  clean  bond  filled  up,  and  carriedLto 
Xord  Chesterfield  for  execution.   Mr.  Fletcher  con- 
sented ',  and  Mr.  Manly  went  the  next  day  to  his 
lordship,  who,  having  previous  notice  of  the  intend- 
ed business,  asked  him  if  he  had  called  about  the 
bond.     Mr.  Manly  said  he  had :  tind  his  lordshtp 
answered,  **  I  have  burnt  the  bond."  This  appeal- 
ed very  extraordinary ;  but  was  soon  explained,  by 
Lord  Chesterfield's  saying  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man called  about  a  bond  for  500I.  which  he  hdd 
given  some  years  before,  and  had   taken  up  and 
burnt.     When  Mr.  Manly  prod'Tced  the  bond  in 
question^  Lord  Chesterfield  was  surprised,  and  im- 
mediateljr  disowned  it.     Upon  this  Mr.  Manly  we^t 
directly  to  Mr.  Fletcher  to  consult  what  steps  to 
take.     Mo'Fletcher^  a  Mr.  Innis,  and  Mr.  Manly, 
went  to  Guildhall,  to  prefer  an  information  respect-, 
ing  the  forgery  against  the  broker  and  Dr.  Dodd. 
Mr.  Robertson  was  taken  into  custody,  and  With 
^ktcher«  lones.  Manly,  and  tvro  of  the  lord  mayor ^s 
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officers,  went  to  the  house  of  the  doctor  in  Argyle- 
ttrect.  They  opened  the  business — the  doctor  was 
very  much  struck  and  aff'rcted.  Manly  told  him,if  he 
would  return  the  money,  it  would  be  the  only  means 
of  saving  him.  He  instantly  returned  six  notes  of 
5crol.  each,  making  3000I.  he  drew  on  his  banker 
for  5oel.  the  broker  returned  lool.  and  the  doctor 
gave  a  second  draft  on  hts  banker  for  leol.  and  a 
judgment  on  his  goods  for  the  rtmuming  j^ooh nvbicb 
judgmemt  nvas  carried  imn^diately  into  execution. 
All  this  w'as  done  by  the  doctor  in  full  reliance  on 
the  honor  of  the  parties,  that  the  bond  should  be 
returned  to  him  cancelled  ;  but»  notwithstanding  this 
restitutidn,  he  wastdken  before  the  lord  mayor,  atid 
charged  as  above mentioned.  The  doctor  declared 
he  bsKl  no  intention  to  defraud  Lord  Chester  field » 
or  the  gentleman  who  advanced  the  money.  He 
hoped  that  the  satisfaction  he  had  made  in  returning 
the  money,  would  atone  for  his  offence.  He  was 
)>reflSed,  he  said,  exceedingly  for  300I.  to  pay  some 
bills  due  to  trad esimen.  He  took  this  step  as  a  tem- 
porary resource,  and  would  have  repaid  it  in  half  a 
year.  «*  My  Lord  Chesterfield,''  added  he,  "  can- 
not'but  have  some  tenderness  for  me,  as  my  pupil. 
I  k)ve  htm,  and  he  knows  it.  There  is  nobody 
ftfisbes  to  prosecute.  I  am  sure  my  Lord  Chester- 
field don't  want  my  life.— I  hope  he  nill  shew  cle- 
mency tome.  Mercy  should  triumph  over  justice." 
Clemency,  hoiivever,  was  denied;  and  the  doctcTr 
was  committed  to  the  Compter,  in  preparation  lor 
his  trial.  On  the  19th  of  February,  Dr.  Podd  be- 
ing put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  addressed  the 
pourt  in  the  fpllowing  words  1 
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•'  MY  LORDS,-. 
*<  I  am  informed   that  the  bill   of  indictmeof 

•  against  me  has  been  found  on  the  evidence  of  Mr* 
Kobertson,  who  was  taken  out  of  Newgate,  witk- 
out  any  aruthority  or  leave  from  your  lordships,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  the  bill  to  be  founds  Mr. 
iRohertson  is  a  subscribing  witness  to  the  bond,  and, 
as  I  conceive,  would  be  swearing  to  exculpate  him- 
self, if  he  should  be  admitted  as  a  witness againsit  me} 
and  as  (he  biU  has  been  found  against  me  upon  his 
evidence,  which  was  surreptitiously  obtained,!  sub* 
init  to  your  lotdships  that  I  ought  not  to  be  compel. 
led  to  c^lead  on  this  indictnient ;  and  upon  thisques- 

•  tion  I  beg  to  be  heard  by  my  counsel'.  My  lordst 
*I  beg  leave  also  farther  to  observe  to  your  loltl* 

ships,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question  are  bound  over  to  prosecute  Mr*  R<^bert* 
son." 

Previous  to  the  arguments  of  the  counsel,  afi 
erder,  which  had  bten  surreptitiously  obtained 
ftora  an  cflker  of  the  court,  dated  Wednesday, 
Peb.  19,  and  directed  to  the  keeper  of^  Newgate,, 
commanding  him  to  carry  Lewis  Robeftson  to 
HitksVball,'  in  order  to  his  giving  evidence  before 
the  grand  inque>t  on  the  present  bill  of  indict- 
ment 'j  likewise  a  resolution  of  the  court,  repro« 
bating  the  said  order  $  and  also  the  recognjzancc« 
entered  into  by  Mr.  Maaljr,  Mr.  Peach,  Mr.  In- 
nis,  and  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  to 
prosecute  and  give  evidence  against  Dr.  Dodd  andl 
I«evvis  Robertson,  for  the  said  forgery,  we^e  or- 
clered  to  lie  read  $  and  the  clerk  of  the  arra^qs  w^s 
directed  to  inform  the  court  whether  the  name 
IJewis  Robertson  was  indorsed  as  a  witness  on  thc» ' 
lack  of  the  ind^tmcnti  which  was  answered  in  tbi; 
V.  ...»  „  ..-vi..  ..^,    ......  •  affirmati^^ 


affirmatiire.  The  counsel  now  proceeded  in  their 
arguments  for  and  against  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Ho* 
warthy  one  of  Dr.  Dedd^s  advocates,  contended* 
that  not  any  person  ought  to  plead  or  answer  to  an 
indictment*  if  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  that  in* 
dictment  that  the  evidence  upon  which  the  bill  was 
found  vras  not  legft]»  or  competent  to  have  been  ad- 
duced before  the  grand  jury.  Mr.  Cooper*  coun- 
sel on  the  same  side,  followed  this  idea*  and  hoped 
that  Dr.  Dddd  might  not  be  called  on  to  plead  to 
the  bill  of  indictment,  and  that  the  bill  might  be 
quashed.  Mr.  Buller  likewise  argued,  as  follews, 
^n  the  sime  side  :— 

*<  MY  LORDS, 
**  It  is  the  established  laW  of  this  land*  that  no 
man  shall  be  put  upon  bis  trial  for  any  offence, 
unless  there  be  a  biil  first  properly  found  by  a 
grand  jury  :  I  say  properly  found  ;  for  if  there  be 
any  objection  whatsoever  to  the  finding  the  indict* 
ment ;  and  the  most  familiar  that  are  to  be  found 
in  our  books  are  those  that  go  to  the  objection  of 
the  grand  jury;  for  instance,  where  only  one  per- 
son of  the  grand  jury  has  been  incompetent^'where 
only  eleven  of  the  jury  have  found  the  Ijiil,  that 
therefore  it  shall  not  be  tried.  I  take  it,  the  ob- 
jections go  universally.  I  am  aware  that  the  oB- 
jections  I  have  been  alluding  to,  and  which  are 
partic\ilarjy  stated  in  Lord  Hale,  go  to  the  grand 
jury  only;  but  I  will  beg  leave  to  consider,  whe-> 
ther  the  reason  that  governs  the  one  does  not  go- 
vern the  other.  Another  case  put  by  my  Lord  Hale 
is  this :  if  one  oT  the  grand  jury  is  outlawed,  these 
objections  go  to  the  persons  of  the  grand  jury 
am  aware  that  that  h  not  the  present  objection  i 
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but  I  will  beg  lexTft  with  your  lotdshipi^  p^rmis^- 
»ion»  to  consider  whether  this  doett  not  fall  within 
the  same  reason ;  for  T  cannot  conceive  that  the 
law,  which  is  so  peculiarly  watchful  over  the  per- 
sonal qualifications  of  the  grand  jury,  should  not 
\>t:  equally  attentive  to  the  evidence  which  is  laid 
before  them,  and  upon  which  they  are  to  decide 
the  fate  of  the^iH  which  is  offered  to  their  const* 
deration.  I  take  it  to  be  as  essential  to  the  findii^g 
of  the  bill,  that  the  evidence  offered  to  the  grand 
jury  should  he  such  as  the  law  allows,  as  it  is  whe|i 
the  indictment  afterwards  comes  to  he  tried  befori: 
your  lordships ;  and  it  that  rOle  holds,  I  trust  I 
shall  have  very  little  difficulty  in  convincing  your 
lordships  that  this  bill  has  been  improperly  found. 
(My  lurds,  the  prosecutor  has  thought  it  so  mate- 
rial to  admit  Mr.  Robertson  a  iivitness  in  this  causes 
that  though,  in  my  bumble  apprehension,  he 
stands  in  a  more  criminal  light  than  the  prisoner  i|t 
the  bar,  yet  jhey  have  thought  fit  to  bargain  with 
him,  to  let  him  off  from  a  capital  felony  of  the 
inost  dangerous  sort  to  society— the  most  peculi- 
arly so,  from  his  situation  in  life^  ot  any  man  that 
can  be  charged  with  such  ap  offence.  Mr.  Robert* 
son  stands  in  this  business  as  a  sworn  broker  of  the 
pty  of  London  ;  as  such,  it  wa^  his  peculiar  duty 
to  pfeserve  good  faith  between  man  and  man  s  he 
J9I^.  bargained  with  by  the  prosecutor  to  be  let  off  in 
a  case  where  he  stands  upon  the  appearance  against 
him,  now  as  the  roost  criminal,  for  the  pufpose  of 
procuring  evidence  against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 
My  lords,  if  that  evidence  be  improper,  there  re- 
inains  but  one  thing  more  to  be  enquired  into.; 
that  is,  whether  your  lordships  can  say  that  that 
eytdencf  has  not  had  an  improper  effec^,  when  it 
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vras  admhted  before  the  grand  jnry.  It  li  not  im-' 
probable  that  the  bill  might  be  found  wholly  upoa 
his  evidence :  if  I  have  a  right  to  assume  that  as  % 
fact>  because  the  prosecutor  has  thought  it  mate* 
rial  and.  absolutely  necessary  to  produce  him  be* 
fbre  the  grand  jury,  why,  then,  your  lordships  sit- 
ting here  cannot  say  but  this  indictment  may  have 
been  found  upon  his  evidence  only :  if  it  be  so^  is 
Robertson  a  person  whose  evidence  ought  to  hav« 
been  received  ?  f f  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
same  evidence,  and  the  same  evidence  only,  is  le- 

fal  before  a  grand  jury,  which  is  legal  upon  a  trial, 
apprehend  the  case  which  was  menrioned  in  Lord 
Hale,  folio  303,  is  decisive  upon  this  point.  My 
lords,  there  arc  more  passages  in  that  folio  book. 
The  first  was  the  case  mentioned  of  'Henry  Trew, 
indicted  for  a  burglary,  lind  (by  the  advice  of 
Keeling,  chief  justice;  Brown,  justice;  and 
Wilde,  recerder)  Pcrrin  was  sworn  a  witness 
against  Trcw,  as  to  the  burglary,  which  he  con- 
fessed>  but  was  not  indicted  for  the  other  felony.* 
Here  he  was  admitted,  because  he  coirfessed  him- 
self guilty.  The  passage  before  that  in  Lord  Hale 
seems  to  me  !»till  stronger :  If  two  defendants  be 
charged  with  a  crime,  one  ^halI  not  be  examined 
against  the  other  to  convict  him  of  an  offence, 
linless  the  party  examined  confess  himself  guilty. 
Now,  has  Robertson  confessed  himseif  guilty.?—. 
No,  he  has  not ;  then  there  is  an  express  autho« 
rity,  by  Lord  Hale,  that  not  having  done  it,  he  is 
no  witness :  he  does  not  stand  in  that  predicament 
which  Lord  Hale  states  the  man  to  be  thete.  He 
says,  that  they  were  both  charged  with  the  cfrmc  9 
that  is  the  case  here  5  the  prisorier  ami  Kobertsort 
were  both  committed  for  the  same  crime  j  he  stand^ 
i)ow  charged  with  that  crime^  aud  he  has  not  pleal: 

cd 
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cd  guilty:  therefore  upon  this  tutfaoritv  I  take  it 
to  be  clear,  that  be  cannot  be  admitted  a  witness 
upon  (he  trial ;  and  if  not,  I  mutt  leave  it  to  the 
ingtnuity  of  the  leanied  counsel  to  shew  why  a  man, 
who  the  law  says  shall  not  be  a  witness  upon  the 
trial,  shall  be  admitted  a  witness  to  find  the  bill 
upon,  agaiiibt  a  man  whom  there  is  no  other  evi* 
dence  to  alfecc/* 

Mr.  Mansfield,  and  the  other  counsel  employed 
for  the  prosecution,  replied  to  these  arguments  with 
equal  ingenuity  and  professional  knowledge.  It 
was  now  agreed  on,  that  the  trial  should  be  proceed- 
ed on ;  and  the  question  respecting  the  competency 
of  Robertson^s  evidence,  he  reserved  JVij-  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Twelve  Judges.  'Hereupon  Dr.  Podd 
was  indicted  for  forging  a  bond  for  the  payment 
of42ool.  with  intent  to  defraud,  &c.  and  the  facts 
already  stated  were  sworn  to  by  the  respective  wit» 
nesses.^  When  tlie  evidence  was  gone  through,  the 
Court  called  upon  the  doctor  for  bis  defence,  which 
wa9  as  follows : 

"*'•  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  of  tht  Jury, 
**  tJpon  the  evidence  which  has  been  this  day 
produced  against  me,  I  find  it  very  difHcult  to  ad- 
dress your  Lordships :  there  is  no  man  in  the  world 
who  has  a  deeper  sense  of  the  heinous  nature  of  the 
crime  for  which  I  stand  indicted  than  myself.  I 
tiew  ir,  my  Lords,  in  all  its  extent  of  malignancy 
towards  a  commercial  state,  like  ours$  but,  my 
Lords,  I  humbly  apprehend,  though  no  lawyer, 
jthat  the  moral  turpitude  and  malignancy  of  the 
crime  always,  both  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  of 
teligion,  consists  in  the  intention.  I  am  iuform- 
edj  my  iords^  that  the  act  of  parliament  on  this 

head 


Tiea<l  runs  perpetually  fn  thUstyleffwitBanitttefftioif 
to  dtfraud^  Such  an  intention ,  my  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury«  I  believe,  has  not  been  at- 
tempted to  be  proved  upon  me»  and  the  consequen* 
ces  that  have  happened,  which  have  appeared  be- 
fore youy  sufficiently  prove  that  a  perfect  and  am- 
ple restitution  has  been  made.  I  leave  it,  my  lords^ 
to  you,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  consider, 
that  if  an  unbapjpy  man  ever  deviatett  from  the  law 
of  right,  yet,  if  tn  the  single  first  moment  of  recol- 
lection, he  does  all  that  he  can  to  make  a  full  and 
pcjfect  amends,  v^hat,  my  lor<is,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  can  God  and  man  desire  further  ?  My 
lords,  there  are  a  variety  of  little  circumstances  too 
tedious  to  trouble  you  with,  with  respect  to  this 
matter.  Were  I  to  give  a  loose  to  my  feelings,  I 
have  many  things  to  say  which  \  am  sure  you  would 
feel  with  respect  to  me :  but,  my  lords,  as  it  ap- 
Mars  on  all  hands.  Is  it  appears  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  in  every  view*  that  no  injury,  intentional  or 
jreal,has  been  done  to  any  man  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  Iliope  that,  therefore,  you  will  consider  the 
case  in  its  true  state  of  clemency.  I  must  .observe 
to  your  lordships,  that  though  I  ha|^  met  with  ali 
candour  in  this  court,  yet  I  have  been  pursued  with 
excessive  cruelty  \  I  have  been  prosecuted  after  the 
most  express  engagements,  after  the  most  solemn 
assurances,  after  the  most  delusive,  soothing  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Manly  \  I  have  beel)  prosecuted  with 
a  cruelty  scarcely  to  be  paralleled.  A  person,  avow* 
edly  criminal  in  the  same  indictment  with  mysetf, 
has  been  1)rought  forth  as  a  capital  witness  against 
me ;  a  fact,  I  believe,  totally  unexampled.  Mjr 
lords,  oppressed  as  I  am  with  infamy*  loaded  as  C 
am  with  dbtress,  sunk  under  thb  cruel  prosecution* 
vol,.  I.  z  your 
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your  lordshtpsj  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  can- 
nof  thmk  life  a  matter  of  any  value  to  tnc.  No, 
my  lords,  I  solemn ty  protest,  that  death  of  all  bles- 
sings would  be  the  most  pleasant  to  me  after  this 
pain.  I  have  yet,  my  loid^,  ties  which  call  upon 
nie— tics  which  render  me  desirous  even  to  cotkti- 
nuc  this  miserable  e^^istence.  I  have  a  wife,  my 
lords,  who,  for  twenty-seven  years,  has  lived  an  un- 
paralleled example  of  conjugal  attachment  and  fide- 
lity, and  whose  behaviour  during  this  trying  scene 
would  draw  tears  of  approbation,  I  am  sure,  even 
from  the  most  inhuman.  My  loids,  I  have  creditors, 
honest  men,  who  will  lose  much  by  my  death.  I 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  justice  towards  them,  some 
mercy  will  be  shewn  to  me.  If,  upon  the  whole, 
these  considerations  at  all  avail  with  you,  my  lords, 
and  yon  gentlemen  of  the  jury— if,  upon  the  most 
impartial  survey  of  matters,  not  the  slightest  inten- 
tention  of  injury  can  appear  to  any  one — and  I  so- 
lemnly  declare  it  was  in  my  power  to  replace  it  in 
three  months — of  this  I  a^isured  Mr.  Robertson  frd- 
^ueiitly,  and  had  his  solemn  assurances  that  no  man 
should  be  privy  to  it  but  Mr.  Fletcher  and  himself 
—and  if  no  injury  was  done  to  any  man  upon  earth,' 
1  then  hope,  I  trust,  I  fully  conftde  myself  ?n  the 
tenderness,* humanity,  and  protection  of  my  coun* 
try.'' 

•  The  jury  retired  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  then 
returned  With  a  verdict,  **  that  the  prisoner  was 
Guilty  ;•*  but  at  the  same  time  presented  a  petition, 
humbly  recommending  the  doctor  to  the  royal  n)fr- 
cy.  On  the  first  day  of  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  May,  Dr.  0odd,  being  put  to  the'  bar, 
was  addressed  by  Mr.  Justice  Aston  in  the  follow- 
''r  ternus 


V  Dr.  William  Pod  J, 
**  Wbtn  you  were  brought  up  in  laft  l^e\^ruary 
sessions,  to  plead   to  an   indictmert^ found  by  the 

'^rand  jury  of  Middlesex  for  forgery*  before  you' 
pleaded,  or  the  trial  was  proceeded  upon,  a  quca- 
tlon  was  submitted  to  the  court  by  you«  with  the 
advice  of  your  coun>cl,  which  was  rtscrved  for  i^e 
opinion  of  the  judges;  that  1$,  whether  you  were 
bound  to  plead  to*  and  ought  to  be  tried,  upon 
that  indictment,  as  the  name  of  Lewis  Kobertson, 
committed  for  the  same  forgery,  appeared   to  be 

Jndonecl  Bs  a  witness  bpou  thebiilof  indictiDentt 
and  that  he  bad  been  taken  before  the  granti  jury 
to  be  cxamineii  as  a  witness,  by  means  ot  an  order 
directed  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate*  «hicli.h«fd  been 
improperly  obtained^  on  the, 19th  of  February,  and 
which  was  flffterwards  vacated  b]f  the  court. 
Th^  judges  baVe  m^tj  ^m!  have  fully  con^iiderid 
the  whole  matter  of  this  objection  ;  and  they  are 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  necessity  of  some 
proper  authority  to  carry  a  witness,  ^ho  happened 
to  be  in  custody,  before  the  grand  jury,  rogivctti- 
dence,  regards  the  ju:>tiiication  of  the  gaoler  only; 

.  but  that  no  objection  lies-  upon  that  account  to  the 

*  mouth  of  the  party  indicted,  for,  in  respect  of  him, 
the  finding  ot  the  bill  is  right,  and  according  to 
lav*.  Whether  a  private  prosecutor,  by  using  an 
accomplice  in  or  out  of  custody  a»  a  witness,  givtK 
such  a  witness  a  plea  not  to  be  prosecuted,  or  can 
entitie  himself,  the  prosecotor,  to  have  hib  ittog- 

•  niaance  discharged,  is  a*  matter  very  fit  for  consi- 
deration, under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  parti- 
cular case,  when  that  question  shall  arise ;  but  it  is  a 
inattei  in  which  the  party  indicted  has  no  concern, 
nor  can  he  make  any  legal  objection  to  the  prodiic* 

a  a  wg 
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ing  sttdi  t  perton  u  a  ititnett.  for  the  accomplice 
tsy  against  bim»  a  legal  and  competent  witoen,  and 
fo  WIS  Lewis  Robertson  upon  tbe  bill  of  indict- 
ment prefei  red  against  you,  tbe  Judgesi  tbercfbre, 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  proceedings  upon  that  In- 
dictment againfit  you  were  legally  bad,  and  that  yoa 
were  thereupon  duly  convicted  according  to  law. 
Of  this  opinion  I  thought  it  most  proper  thus  early 
to  apprise  you,  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  tbe 
Consequence  of  it  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  sessions.^* 

To  tbia  addren  Dr.  Dodd  replied  in  the  following 
terani 

<*  MT  LOaDy 

<'  I  humbly  thank  your  lordship,  and  the  rest 
of  tbe  learned  judges,  for  tbe  consideration  you 
have  been  pleased  to  give  to  the  objections  made 
by  my  counsel,  on  that  awful  day  of  my  trial ;  and 
I  rest  fully  sati^sfied,  my  lofd,  in  the  justice  of  your 
)6rdshjp*s  opinion,** 

On  the  last  day  of  the  sessions  Dr.  Dodd  wai 
again  put  to  the  bar,  when  the  clerk  of  the  arraigns 
said,— 

«  Dr.  WilHam  Dpd^,     * 

•«  You  stand  convicted  of  forgery— what  have 
you  to  say  why  thiscourtabould  not  give  yoa  jodg- 
ment  to  clie  according  to  law  ? 

Hereupon  Dr.  Dodd  addressed  the  court  as  fol- 
*o«nsr-* 

"  MY 
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<*  UY  LdRt>, 
.'^  I  now  stand  before  you  a  ireadfuf  example  of 
human  infirmity*     I  entered  upon  public  life  with 
the  expectations  common  to  young  men  whose  edu- 
cation has  been  liberal,  and  whose  abilities  ha\rc 
been  flattered ;  and  when   I  became  a  clergyman, 
I  considered  myself  as  not  impairing  the  dignity  of 
the  order.     I  was  not  an  idle,  nor,  I  h6|5e,  an  usi- 
less"  mTuister :  I  taught  the  truths  of  christianify 
with  the  zeal , of  conviction,  and  the  authority  of 
innbct^hce.     My  labours  were  approved — my  pul- 
'pit  became  popular^  and  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
"that  of  those  who  heard  me,  some  have  been  pre- 
served from  sin,  and  some  fiave  been  ieclaimed.<«^ 
Condescend,  kny  lord,  to  think}  if  the*e  considc* 
'rations  aggravate  my  crime,  how  much  they  must 
'Embitter  my  punishment  I  Being  distinguished  and 
>levated  by  the  confidence  of  mankind,  I  had  tCHO 
niuch  conndence  in  myself,  and  thinking  my  in- 
'tegrity,  what  others  thought  it,  established  in  &in« 
.ceruy,  and  fortified  by  religion,  I  did  not  consider 
the  danger. of  vanity,  nor  su-^pcct  the  deceit  fulness 
of  nvy  own  heart.     The  day   of  confiict  came.  In 
whidh  temptation  seized-  and  6veiwtielme(i(  me)   .1 
committed  the  crime,  which  I  entreat  your  lord- 
ship to  belitve  that  my  xonscichce  hourly  repre^ 
sems  to  me  in  its  full  bulk  of  mischief  and  malig* 
^»ity.  -  Many  have  been '  overppwf  red  by   tempta- 
tion, who  arc  naw  among   the  penitent  in  heavei^i ! 
"To  an  act  jiow   waiting  the  decision  of  virtdictivc 
Justice,  I  wj If  not  presume  to^  oppoVe  the  counter- 
balance of  ahno^t  'thiVty  veaVs  (a  gipat    part  of  tnc 
life  of  manVua^$ed'in".excitingjlnd  exercising  chA* 
nty-7-in  reH/ving  soicl)  disjre-'ses  ai'  t  now  fcel^-^*** 
^idmmisteriiig  iiu»econ<o^^tiuns  which  I  now  «/lH 
T  wuf  W6tlftrWii*'eiteftiiaW  Ihf  dftl^iic^i  fhati  1 
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dedtringy  ^hat  I  liope  will  appctr  to  maayt  tnd 
what  rnanjr  circumstances  make  probable,  that  I 
did  not  intend  finally  to  defraud ;  nor  will  it  be- 
come me  to  apportion  my  oyn  punlshpient,  by  al- 
ledging  tbat  my  sufferings  have  been  not  much  lest 
than  my  euilt.  I  have  fallen  from  reputation^ 
which  ought  to  have  made  me  cautious,  and  fion 
m  fortune,  which  ought  to  have  given  me  content. 
I  am  sunk  at  once  into  poverty  and  scorn  s  my 
name  and  my  crime  mi  the  ballads  in  the  streets ; 
the  sport  of  the  thonghiless,  and  the  triumph  of 
the  wicked  1  It  may  seem  strange*  my  lord,  thaf» 
remembering  what  I  have  hitely  been*  I  should 
still  wish  to  continue  what  I  ami  but  contempt  of 
death,  how  speciously  soever  it  may  mingle  with 
heathen  virtues,  has  nothing  suitable  in  it  to  chris- 
tian penitence.  Many  motives  impel  me  to  beg 
earnestly  for  life.  I^teel  the  natural  horror  of  t 
violent  death,  the  universal  dread  of  untimelv  dii« 
solution.  I  am  desirous  to  recompcnce  the  mjury 
I  have  done  to  the  clergy,  to  the  world,  and  to 
refigion,  and  to  efface  the  scandal  of  my  cringe,  by 
the  example  of  my  repentance :  but,  above  all,  I 
wish  to  die  with  thoughts  more  composed,  and 
calmer  preparation.  The  gloom  and  confusion  of 
a  pri^on,  the  anxiety  of  a  trial,  the  horrors  of  sus* 
pense,  and  the  inevitable  vicissitudes  of  passion, 
leave  not  the  mind  in  a  due  disposition  for  the  holy 
exercises  of  praver  and  self-examination.  Let  not 
a  little  life  be  denied  me*  in  which  I  may,  by  me- 
d'tation  and  contrition,  prepare  myself  to  stand  at 
the  tribunal  of  Omnipotence,  and  support  the  pre- 
sence of  that  Judge,  who  shall  distribute  to  all  ac- 
cording to  their  works — who  will  receive  and  par- 
don the  repenting  sinner,  and  from  whom  the  mer- 
al  shaJi  obtaia  mercy  {    For  these  jfUaoDs,  mv 


lordsy  aiftidst  »hame  and  miseryy  I  ^et  wish  to  Itve;^ 
and  most  humbly  implore,  that  I  may  be  recom- 
mended by  your  lordship  to  the  ckmency  of  his  ma- 
Jesty.*' 

The  Recorder  now  replied,— 

"  Dr.  William  Dodd, 
'*  You  have  been  convicted  of  the  offence  of 
publishing  a  forged  and  counterfeit  bond,  know- 
ing it  to  be  forged  and  counterfeited  i  and  you 
have  had  the  advantage  which  thle  laws  of  this 
country  aiford  to  every  man  in  that  situation,  a 
fair,  an  impartial,  and  an  attentive  trial.  The 
fury,  to  whose  justice  you  appealed,  have  found 
you  guilty  i  their  verdict  has  undergone  the  const- 
deration  of  the  learned  judges,  and  they  found  no 
ground  to  impeach  the  justice  of  that  verdict ;  you 
yourself  have  admitted  the  justice  of  it  i  and  now 
the  very  painful  duty  that  the  necessity  of  the  law 
imposes  upon  the  court,  to  pronounce  the  sentence 
of  that  law  against  you»  remains  only  to  be  per- 
formed. You  appear  to  entertain  a  very  proper 
sense  bf  the  enormity  of  the  oflTence  which  you  have 
committed ;  you  appear  too  in  a  state  of  contrition 
of  mind,  and  I  doubt  not  have  duly  reflected  how 
far  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  offence  you  have 
been  guilty  of  is  increased  by  the  influence  of  ex- 
ample, in  being  committed  by  a  person  of  yoi^r 
character,  and  of  the  sacred  functions  of  which  yoii 
are  a  member.  The^  sentiments  seem  to  be  yoUrk : 
I  would  wish  to  cultivate  such  sentiments s  hot  I 
'would  not  wish  to  add  to  the  anguish  of  a  person  ill 
your  dtaation  by  dwelling  upon  it*  '  Your  applica- 
,  ^on  for  mercy  must  be'  madt;  elsdwheit :  it  itovlU 
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be  cniel  in  the  court  to  Hatter  joit  j  there  Ir  a 
power  of  dispensing  merry*  where  you  raay  apply. 
Your  own  good  sense,  and  the  contrition  you  cx- 
pre^s,  will  induce  you  to  lessen  the  influence  of  the 
example,  by  puhlishing  your  hearty  and  sincere 
detestation  of  the  offence  of  which  you  are  convic- 
ted;  and  that  you  will  npt  attempt  to  palliate  or 
extenuate^  which  would  indeed  add  to  the  degree 
of  the  inHuence  of  a  crime  of  this  kind  being  com- 
mitted by  a  person  of  your  character  and  known 
abilities;  I  would  therefore  warn  you  against  any 
thing  of  that  kind.  Now,  having  said  this»  I  am 
obliged  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  the  law,  which 
is^That  you  Dr,  William  Dcdd  be  carried  from 
hence  to  tne  place  from  whence  .you  came  |  that 
from  thence  y6u  are  to  be  carried  fo  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution, where  you  are  t6.be  hanged  ,by  the  neck 
>»ntil  you  are  dead***  v       .    .      ' 


,  To  ijiis  Br.  Podd  replied,  «*  Lprrfjcsiis,, receive 
my  soul  I*'  ,    .     ' 

The  exertions  now  made  ito  save  Dr.  Dodd  wer.e 
perhaps  beyond  all  example  in  any  country.  The 
newspapers  were  filled  with  letters  and  paragraphs 
in  his  favour*  Individuals  of  all  ranks  and  de- 
gree;: exerted  themselves  in. his  behalf:  parLsh  offi- 
cers weat,  ip  mourning,  from  house  to  hduse,  to 
procure  subscriptiojik  tq  a  petition  to  the  king;  and 
*thj>  petition,  which, .  wiih  the  names,  filled  1^3 
fYi^fSU  Qf  parchn^ent^,  was  actually  pfe^ented.  Even 
jhc  loid  mayor  andj^Qjiimom^ouncilv^cnt  in  ^.bocty 
to  St.  Jamef's  to  solicit  mercy,  for  the  c^ijyU^t. 
^,<.  ylfmen^ju  ho^evfi^.^  VJ*  P.^^^P  denied*  '\oJ  ioc 

'^ortuuat^  reireau's,  it'  wasdecm^  wnaJvisable 

t* 
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to  extend  it  to  Dr.  Dodd,*  This  unhappy  cler- 
gyman was  attended  to  the  place  of  execution,  in 
a  mourningocoach,  by  the  Jtev.  Mr.  Villettet  or- 
dinary of  Newgate»  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey.-— 
Another  criminal,  named  John  Han  is,  was  exe- 
cuted at  the  same  time.  It  is>  impossible  to  give 
an  Idea  of  the  immense  crouds  of  people  that 
thronged  the  streets  from  Newgate  to  Tybum.-*- 
When  the  prisoners  arrived  at  the  fatal  tree,  and 
were  placed  in  the  cart«  Dr.  Dodd  exhorted  his 
fellow- sufTerei:  in  so  generous  a  manners  asteKti- 
£ed  that  he  had  not  forgot  the  doty  of  a  clergy- 
iDan>  and  was  very  Crrvent  in  the  exercise  of  his 
own  devotions.  Just  before  the  parties  were  turned 
off,  the  doctor  whispered  the  executioner.  What 
he  said  is  not  ascertained ;  but  it  wasobserved  that 
the  man  had  no  sooner  driven  *awa^  the  cart,  thai^ 
he  ran  immediately  under  the  gibbet,  and  took 
bold  of  the  doctor's  l^gs^  as  if  to  steady  the  body, 
and  the  ynhappy  man  appeared  to  die  without 
paiii  s  but  the  groaps>  pray^rs^  and  t^ars  ^£  tliou- 
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*  It  was  observed  fo  his  majesty,  that  if  Doctor 
Dodd  was  pardoned,  the  Fterre^us  were  tnurdere4* 
Since  the  execution  of  Dr.  podd,  several  convicted 
of  forgery  havf  been  pardoned  ;  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  this  sophistical  mode  of  reasoning.  Doctor 
I)odd»  the  Perrtaus,  and  all  who  h^ve. suffered  be- 
fore, have  been  MVRP^R||l>.  Hpw  pftenina  gai^ 
of  convicted  mutineer^,  are  sev^^al,  at  .tbe^i^oment 
of  expected  pifipishiieat,  forgivep,  and  only  two  or 
three  examples  made!  Arc  those  examples  MVR* 
'  pERXD  r  Mercy  is  a  royal  prerogative,  and  justice 
ikoi^ld  withdrayv  whcp  sjie  is  pleased  to  smile. 
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sftnds  atten^cil  his  departnre.  He  buffered  on  ilic 
«7th  of  June,  jr777.    See  Griffiths,  Wm. 

DONELLAN,  JOHN,  Eso.  (murderer,) 
was  the  son  of  Colotiel  Dondlan.  At  the  *gc  of 
twelve  years  hi  cmereU  into  the  royal  regiment  of 
'artillery 'J  #lth  pait  of  wh?ch  regiment  1»«  went  to 
the  East  Indies  in  1794..  On  his  arrival  there.  Ire 
changed  his  service  into  the  39fh  regiment  of  foot,; 
but,  on  that  regiihent  being  ordered  home,  he, 
with  many  'other  officfcf  s  of  the  same  regiment,  hafd 
his  Majesty's  leave  to  remain  in  the  servite  of  tH« 
East  India  Company,  without  prejudice  t6  ihiU 
-rank  iH  tWf  atniy.  He  the«  obtained  a  compaiif , 
and  ccttainly  di^twgni^^^  himself  as  a  good  soldieh» 
•being  much  wounded  m  the  serrJcci  atiJ,  if  Wsowti 
account  may  b<^  ciedited,  was  smgularfy  instru- 
tnentat  td  the  taking  of  Matulaf  atam.  Howevcl", 
beifig  appoitlted  one  of  the'  fbur-  agertts  fc(r  prwe- 
money,  he  condescended  to  receive  some  presents 
from  some  black  merchants,  to  ^hdm  part  of  their 
tfkcts  bad  boeii  ordered  to  be  re^ored/-  Fol'  this 
he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  cashiered.  In 
the  sequel,  he  ^urchase^l  a  sliarc  iiijbc  Pantheon, 
where  he  figured  some  time  as  master  of  the  ceie- 
monies.  After  a  variety  o(  applications,'  he  at 
length  obtained  a  Certificate  from  the  war-ofE'ce, 
that  he  had  behaved  m  the  East  Incjics  •«  like  a 
gallant  officer  ;*'  in  consequence  of  Which  he  wfts 
put  upon  half- pay  in  the  39th  regiment;.  But, 
rotwithstainiHng  the  most  strenuous  memorfals  and 
petitions,  representing  his  great  services,  and  insist- 
ing that  the  offence  tor  which  he  was  broke  was  6f 
a  civil  nature  only,  not  cognizabte  by  a  couirt- 
martial,  he  never  could  obtain  a  restoration  iritot^ 
Company's  service.     In  Jufte,  1777,    he  married 

'»  Boughton.     On  Friday,  March  30,  1781,  he 
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ivas  tried  at  the  assizes  At  W^ntitk,  for.  the  wilful 
rnurder  of  Sir  Theodoj^ius  Edward  AUe.^Iey  Bough- 
ton,  Bart.  h»  brotlktrvhi«j^w.  Mr.  Digby 'Opened 
the  indictment!  after  which  Mr*  Howoith  s^MeiU 
aAd  miflucely  comgnented  on.  all  thei^ir0|i<n6t^afej|i^ 
vyhich  he  iutendcd>  in  tlie  couc^e.^^vUitf  atrial*  to 
aidduce  in  evidence.  Mr.  PowelI«  apothecary >  l>f 
liugby^  was  the  first  witoe^s  examinuedipnithe  part 
of  the  crown.  H,e  had. attended  Sii'iXheodosiu^ 
;Soughton  for  two  nu^ntl^ii  before.  hU  deatht  on, 
account  of  a  slight  vedereal  compUifit.  .  tie  gave 
him  some .  cooling  pliysic  for  abput  three  weeks. 
This  was  discontiaued  for  about  a  fortiiight,  when- 
U  was  repeated  on  account  of  a  small  swelling  ia 
the  groin,  that  did  not  rise  above  the  skin,  ^or  tklk 
lut  gave  hiia  foi^r  .niortr  ik)^e%'twp  pf  ipaona  and 
sjilts,  and  the  othei?. two  of  chub^r-b and  jalap.  Th» 
last  draught  hCscnt.taFas  on  Tuesday  Uie.  a9th  q^ 
August.  He  had  prciviously  seen  ^ir  Thf  odai>iu» 
tliat  day»  who  aptpeaned  to  him  in  great  tspjrifs.and 
good  health.  He  produced:  two  phials  in  coort* 
Sie  oncjcoiitaining  the  chubarb  draugl)t»  exactly  aa 
he  had  scut  k  to  ^r  T-hfodosius,  the  other  had  tha 
same  ingredienUt  yvl(h  the  diiference  of  laurel  wan 
ter  instead  of  sijople  wafer.  Qn  the  Wednesday, 
morning,  he  was  sent  fpr  to  Lawford  hall.  Ht 
arrived  theire  a  little  brfoK,nine<  Captain  DoneU. 
Ian  accompajiied  him  into-.  Siri  Theodo>ius's  room^ 
He  had  been  dead  n^ar  an  hour.  The  witness  sg^n. ,. 
qo  distoitioQ)  not  any  thing  particular.  He  con« 
tinned  some  mmiw^tei^  in  tike  room.  Captain  Donel* 
Ian  asked. him  no  question,. bot»  in  a»iiw<r  to  \kW 
enquiries*,  said  tba^  SirTheodostu^  died  '*  in  cou« 
vulsions/*  Beipg  cmei»tioned  what  further  coove^l 
satiottiie  had  ih«n:^'itl»  M(>«i)anelUi|j.hc  said  th»( 
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heoooM  not  recollect  his  parttcuUr  words,  bat  hit 
general  intent  was  to  make  him  believe  that  **  Sir 
Theodosius  had  taken  cold.**  Lady  Boagbton  dc- 
po«d,'  that  Sir  Theodosius  was  twenty  years  old 
on  the  3d  of  August  last.  On  his  coming  of  age» 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  above  «oool.  a  year« 
On  the  event  of  his  dying  a  minor^  the  greater  part 
of  his  fortune  was  to  descend  to  the  sister,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Donclian.  The  prisoner,  several  times  be* 
fore  the  death  of  her  son,  had  talked  to  her  about 
the  state  of  bis  health.  His  expressions  were,— • 
*'  Don*t  talk  about  leaving  Lawford-hall ;  he  is  in 
a  very  bad  state  of  health  i  you  cannot  tell  what 
may  happen  before  that  time.**  She  thought  he 
meant  bis  behig  so  very  venturous  in  going  a  hunt* 
ing,  and  f  he  like.  Mr.  Fonnereau,  a  friend  of  her 
«on*s,  was  expected  at  Lawford-ball,  the  latter  end 
of  the  week  in  which  he  died.  He  was  to  stay  a 
week,  anri  thtn  Sir  Theodosius  waito  hiift  returned 
with  him.  into  Northamptonshire  j  Sir  Theodosius 
had  not  said  how  long  he  intended  to  continue  there. 
On  Tuesday,  the  t9th  of  August,  a  servant  was 
tent  to  Mr.  Powell  for  the  draughts  for  Thco« 
dosius.  Upon  enquiry  where  the  servant  was,  Mr. 
Donellan  said,  "  O,  Sir  Theodosius  had  sent  him 
a  second  time  for  the  bottle  of  stuff.**  It  was 
known  in  the  family  that  Sir  7*heodo«iius  was  to  take 
his  physic  the  next  morning.  He  used  to  put  his 
physic  in  his  dressing- rOom.  He  happened  once  to 
forget  to  take  it  $  upon  which  Mr.  Donellan  said, 
'*  Why  don't  you  set  it  in  your  outer  room  f  then 
ou  wookl  not  so  soon  forget  it.**  After  this  be 
isd  several  times  the  medicines  upon  his  shelf  over 
the  chimney  f>iece  in  his  outer  room.  On  the 
evening  of  Tuesday,  the  a^ib^  about  ux  o*clock. 
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Sir  Tfieodosius  went  a  ii«hiAg,  ittended  only  bf 
•ne  servant,  Samuel  Frost.  She  and  Mrt#  Donetbn 
took  a  walk  in  the  garden.  They  weie  there ^bore 
an  hour.  To  the  best  of  her  recollection  sh«  had 
seen  nothing  of  Mr.  Donellan  after  dinner  tilt  about 
seven  o*c}ocle»  when  he  came  out  of  the  house  door 
into  the  garden,  and  told  them  that  **  he  had 
been  to  see  them  a*fi$htng,  and  that  he  would  have 
persuaded  $ir  Theodoftius  to  come  in,  Jest  be  should 
fake  cold,  but  he  conld  not.**  Sir  Thcodosius  came 
home  a  little  after  nine,  apparently  very  well.  He 
went  up  into  his  own  room  soon  after,  and  went  to 
bed.  He  requested  her  to  call  binithe  next  morn* 
ing,  and  .give  him  bis  physic.  Accordingly,  she 
went  into  his  room  about  seven  that  morning,  when 
he  appeared  to  be  very  well.  She  asked  hm, 
where  the  Dottle  wa«  ?  he  said,  '*  It  stands  there 
upon  the  shelf.**  He  first  desired  her  to  get  hin» 
a  bit  of  cheese,  in  oiJer  to  take  the  ta^te  out  af 
his  mouth,  which  she  did.  He  then  deeired  her  to 
read  the  label,  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
found  there  was  written  upon  it,  ''  Purging 
draught  for  Sir  Theodosius  Boughton.**  As  she 
was  talking  to  him,  she  omitted  to  shake  the  bottle. 
Observing  that,  he  said*  **  Poor  it  back  again,  and 
shake  the  bottle.*^  In  doing  this  she  spilt  part  of 
It  upon  the  table ;  the  rest  she  gave  him.  As  he 
was  taking  it,  be  observed,  **  it  smelt  and  tasted 
irery  nauseous  :**  upon  which  he  said^  "  I  think  it 
smells  very  strongly  like  bitter  almonds.**  She 
gave  him  the  chtrese }  he  chewed  it  and  spit  it  out. 
He  then  remarked,  that  *'  he  thought  he  should 
not  be  able  to  keep  the  medicine  upon  his  stomach.** 
She  gave  him  some  water ;  he  Washed  bis  mouth 
with  ity  and,  spiitiiig  it  out,  lay  do^n.  Here  » 
a  A  bottk 
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Iwttl^  .was  <)fcHf ercd  t^  U^iy  Boughton,  (contain- 
ing the  gti^Mim;  Uraiight)  wbich  s\kt  was  desired  t» 
MAcii  at*  ami  to  inform  the  courty.  whether  it  stiteit 
a*  ail  like  the  medicine  Sir  Theodosius  toolc.     She 
answered  io  the  negative.     She  wfis  then  desi»d  tm 
s«ieli  at  another,  (coiuainkfig  the  draMghe  with  the 
addition  oH  the  laurcl-wtttcF,)* which  hhe  aaid  had  & 
smell  ifery  much  Wkx  that  of  (he  medicine  &Ue  gave 
to  Sir  Theodosius.  Lady  Boughton  tlien  proceeded 
with  litr  evidence.    Jn' two  minutes,  or  a  minute 
and  a  JmlF,  «ftcr  Sir  Tiic^o(Josiii»  had  taken  the 
draught,  lh«  struggled  very  much*     It  appeared  to 
her  a>tif<  it  was  to.  keep  the  draught  down.     He 
made.t^,  4>r9digious  rattUng  in  his  ^omach,  and 
guggling.}  and  thr4e  symptf»ms  continued  about  ten 
riiinutei«-,.  He  then  seemed  a,s  if  he  was  going  to 
sleepy  or  incliaed'  to  dose.     Perceiving  him  a  little 
composed,  she  "v^'tnt  out  of  the  room.     She  return- 
ed in  about  five  minutes  after,  and  to  her  great  sur- 
prise, found  him  with  his  eyes  fi\ed  upwards*  his 
teeth  clenched,  and  foam  rnunjng  oijtof  his  ^outh. 
She  inst.antly  desired    a  servant  to  take  the  first 
horse- he  coyidget^  and  go.  forMr*  Powell.     Site 
saw  Mr.  Ponelhn  .ip  less  than  five  minutes  after. 
He  can>e  into  the.  room  wh^r^  Sir  Theotlosius  lay, 
a^ui  askrd  her,  <^  What  do.yun  want?'*  shean- 
ib«vere4.,  <!  She  wantt^d  to  inform  him  whst  a  terri« 
blc  thing  bad  hapi'ened  ;  that  it   was  an   unac- 
comitabio  thing  in  the  doctor  to  send  such  a  medi* 
<;in9,  for,  if  it  had  b^en  taken  by  a  d6g,  it  would 
have  killed  hin9»  aud  she  did  nut  think    her  son 
would  Iiv9/*     He  aNked,  **  In  what  manner  was 
Sir  Theodosius,  then  V*    She  told  him.     He  then 
asked  hcr/'-whej-e  the  phytic  bottle  was?"     She 
itxewcd  hioi^fihe  two  draughts.    He  tQok  np  one  off 
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rte1rt»ft!rt,  »«<*  s^ld/  «<  IrthU  5t'?*  SUe  'ansWererf, 
•*  Ves/*    He  took  if,  Und,  after  Hhcfhig  it,  m^ptted 
St  intb  Mirtt  dirty  v^arer  that  was  iti  a  wa^-rtantl 
%«s6li.     Afttr  h^  had  throwii  the  cotjtcnt^  of  the 
ilr^t  bottle  ihto  the  wash  hand  bason,  she  observed, 
**  that  hie  ought  not  to  do  that."    She  ^Mcd, 
^*  What. are  you  at  ?  you   *hall  not  meddle   with 
th*  bottlfe.**     U(>on  that  he  snatched  tip  the  oXhH 
Wtle  and  rinced  it ;  then   he  put  his  irnger  to  if, 
«iid  tasted  it.     ^he  said, ^*  What  are  you  about? 
yofi  ©tight  not  tb  meddle  with  the  bottles,**     Upon 
iwhich  he  said,  **  I  did  it  to  t^ste  it/*     But  he  did 
Hot  taste  the  first  bettie.    Sarah  Bhindtll  dnd  Ca- 
fKarine  Amos  cam^  up  into  the>boni.     The  form(!r 
i»  amce  ^t^6.     Hef  desired  Satah  BItfndell  *«  to 
t>kc  away  the  bason,  the  dirty  thirfgi,  and  the  b6t- 
t\t%f*  and  he  put  the  bbttUs  into  bar  hands.'  Her 
ladyship  took  the  bottles  from  her,  set  them  dowrt> 
ImkI  bid  her  let  the  things  alone.'   He  then' desired 
**  that  the  room  might  be  cleaned,  and  the  clothls^ 
fhrowA  into    an    inner    room.^*       H^r    ladyship 
«|>ciied  the  door  of  the  inner  r^otn.     As  soon  as 
Sarah  Blundeli  hstd  put  the  clothes  into  that  room, 
Mr.  Donellan,  while  the  witness'};  back  was' turned, 
put  the  bottles  into  her  hand  again,  ancf  bid  her 
take  them  down  ;  and  Was  angry  she  had  not  done 
it  at  first.    This  circumstance  Sarah  Blundill  told 
licr;  for  all  that  she  herjielf  knew  of  it  in  fact  was 
that  the  bottles  were  taken  out  of  the  room.    Some 
time  afterwards  her  ladyship  went  down  into  the 
parlom*.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donellan  *vere  there.  The 
prisoner,  in  the  witness's  presence,  said  to  his  wife, 
that  "  her  mother  h^d  been  pleased  to  take  notice 
of  his  vi^shing  tl>e   bottles,  and   that  he  did  npt 
know  what   he  shot^ld   have  done,  if  he  had  ntt 
taught  of  baying  he  piu  the  water  into  it  to  pi^ 
a  A  a  I 
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his  finger  to  k  to  tait«.'*  The  wltfiess,  «a  ikh^ 
tvtpcd  away  from  him  to  the  window,  and  maden* 
answer  I  upoo  which  ha  reptated  the  tame*  Aa 
the  still  made  no  answer,  he  destied  his  wife  to  ringf 
the  bftUa  in  order  to  call  up  a  servant ;  when  the 
aenrant  came,  he  onlered  him  to  send  in  the  coaeh* 
tnan.  When  he  came,  the  prisoner  said,  "  WiU^ 
donH  you  remember  that  I  set  out  of  these  irop 
gates  at  seven  o'clock  this  morning?**  '*  Yes, Sir,** 
said  he.  "  And  tl)at  was  the  first  time  of  my  g^ 
ing  Out ;  I  have  never  been  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house  this  morning  s  you  remember  that  I  set  ou* 
there  this  morning  at  feven  o^clock,  and  asked  for 
S  horse  to  go  to  the  Wells  ?"  .  ••  Yes,  Sir."  Mr. 
Donellan  said,  "  then  you  are  my  evidence/'  The 
fcrvant  answered,  **  Yes,  Sir.**  She  did  ootreco^ 
lect  that  the  prisoner  made  any  other  observation. 
She  then  said,  that  Mr«  DoneUaa  received  a  letter 
from  Sir  William  Wheeler,  desiring  the  body  might 
ht  opened.  He  shewed  her  his  answer  to  this  let* 
ter.  She  told  him,  <'  he  had  better  Jet  it  alooe^ 
and  not  send  such  a  letter  as  that)  but  she  did 
not  tell  him  the  reason  of  her  not  liking  iu  He  re- 
plied, *'  it  was  necessary  to  send  au  answer,  and  hr 
wotiid  send  it.**  She  afterwards  attended  befojv^ 
the  coioner  and  the  jury  in  order  to  be  examined. 
Mr.  Donellan  was  present.  She  mentioned  totlie 
jury  the  eir€um^taoce  of  the  prisoner*s  rincing  the 
bottles.  Being  returned  to  Lawford  hajl,  die  pri- 
soner said  to  his  wife  before  the  witness,  that  **  she 
had  no  occasion  to  have  tcld  thecircumfttanceofhif 
washing  the  bottles :  she  was  only  to  answer  such 
questions  as  were  put  to  her;  and  that  question  hadlx 
not  been  a.sked  her.  Being  asked  whether  Mo 
DoncUan  did  not  endeavour  to  account  to  htt  for 
'  *r  spn*s  deathj  she  ao5Wf red,  that,  when  the  thiogis 


were  FcmoTeJ,  in  order  t.')  he  put  irtfo  the  innet 
h>om,  he  said  to- the  matd,  "  Here,  take  his  stock* 
higs|  they  have  been  wet;  he  has  catched  cold,  to 
be  sure;  and  that  might  occasion  his  death/'  On 
that,  «he  examined  the  stockings,  and  there  was  no 
inark  or  appearance  of  their  having  been  wet.  In 
answer  to  some  further  questions,  she  denied  that 
•he  or  any  of  the  family  had  ever  declined  eating:  of 
fhc  same  dishes  that  Sir  Theodosius  did.  Mr.  Do- 
fi«I)ap,  indeed,  had  recommended  to  her  not  to 
«frink  out  of  the  same  cup,  because  he  was  affected 
#rtth  a  venereal  disorder }  nor  to  touch  the  bread  hfe 
tltd,  because  there  might  be  arsenid  about  his  fin- 
pin,  as  he  used  to  put  arsenic  for  hik^h.  On  her 
cro«s. examination^  she  said,  that  long  before  Mr«' 
Doneilan  had  begun  to  talk  of  ber  «on^s  being  in  % 
bad  state  of  health,  she  had  apprised  him  and  her 
fiaughter  that  Sir  Theodosius  had  been  ill  of  a  par- 
ticular disorder.  She  acknowledged,  that  >he  had 
ivrittento  Bath,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doneilan  then 
•rere,  in  the  year  1777j  and  ih  177S,  that  "she 
was  afraid  her  s>on  was  in  a  bad  way,  fdr  his  fine 
iPDmplexion  was  gone.**  .'  In  November  afterwards 
she  went  to  Bath-  She  recollectbd,  (hat  a  quarrel 
liappened  there  between  Sir  Theodosius  and  a  gen- 
tleman of  that  ctty>  and  tliat  Mr.  Dohellan  inter- 
t'ertd  to  prevent  ahy  thing  happehlng.  She  remem- 
bered a  second  quarrel  at  Rugby,  in  which  she  de- 
sired Mr^  Doneilan  would  iutej  po<e,  to  prevent  the 
eonVequence,  which  he  told  her  he  did:  She  said, 
that* hir  Theodosius  did  sometimes  amus^  himself 
ftlth  laying  poiw)nfor  fish ;  that  he  sent  for  a  {>ounil 
^  arsenic;  and  that,  after  his  death,  a  large'quaii- 
flty  was  found  in  his  closet.  Cdthari:)e  AmjO^ 
rook'tol^ady  Bottghton,  drposcrf,  that  l^c  Wai  wt 
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cd  up  ttairw  to  the  room  itbere  Sir  Thcodostut  k)r« 
She  confirmed  her  lady's  evidence  with  respect  Mm 
cbe  effects  of  the  draught  upon  the  deceased.  She 
then  went  down  stairi^  to  her  work.  In  abooc  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  ^he  saw  Mr.  Donellao,  who 
said.  "  Sir  Tbeodo&ius  was  out  very  late  over- night 
a  lishingi  it  was  very  silly  of  him*  as  he  had  bocm 
taking  the  same  physic  chat  he  had  taken  befmc 
that  time.**  She  also  saw  Mr«  Booellan  the  day  thf 
body  was  opened.  He  said«  **  there  was  nothing 
the  matter  :  it  was  a  blood-vessel  had  broke,  wbicS 
had  occasioned  Sir  Theodosius^s  death.'*  About « 
fortnight  after^  Mr.  Donellan  brought  her  a  stiQ 
that  had  been  washed,  and  desired  her  to  put  it 
into  the  oven  to  dry,  that  St  might  not  rust.  The 
Bev.  Mr.  Newsam  deposed,  that  he  saw  Captain 
Ponellan  at  Lawford-hall  the  Saturda^r  preceding 
Sir  Theodo.sius*s  death  }  that  the  captaif^  informed 
him,  *<  that  Sir  Theodosius  was  in  a  very  ill  sui» 
of  health  ^  that  he  had  never  got  rid  of  the  disordcf 
that  he  had  brought  with  him  from  Eaton,  but 
lather^  in  his  opinion,  had  been  adding  to  it ;  that 
he  had  made  such  frequent  use  of  mercury,  inward- 
ly and  outwardly,  that  his  blood  v^s  a  mass  of 
mercury  and  corruption;  that  he  had  had  a  violent 
fwelling  m  his  groin,  which  they  were  endeavouring 
to  bring  to  a  head,  but  he  was  so  obstinatet 
fhat  he  would  not  live  well  enough  to  do  it  j  that 
they  were  fearful  it  would  return  into  his  blood,  for 
at  that  time  it  was  at  a  crisis;  that  he  had  frequent 
swellings  in  hi-*  throat,  and  his  breath  was  soxydfen- 
tive,  that  they  could  hardly  sit  at  the  table  to  eat 
with  him;  that  his  intellects  at  intervai«  we«e  ta 
much  atftcted,  that  nobody  knew  v^hat  it  was  l» 
live  with  hiiu."    Mr.  Ne«r»am*s  an&wer  was,  **  that 
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if  thtt  WIS  the  cue>  he  did  not  think  his  life  Ms 
worth  two  yearns  purchftNC.**     He  repHcd»  **  Ni^ 
one/*    The  witatss  asked  hifn»  *<  What  advke  h^ 
h»d}**   be  told  hino,  **  He  was  attended  by  Mr.\ 
Powell  of  Rugby >  and  that  his  medicines  wtre  \ 
made  up  by  him  JFrpm  a  prescription  of  Mr.  Ker|*t  ' 
which  he  had  while  be  was  at  Mr.  Jonea^s;  that  be 
ftad  given  him  a  medicinal  book  called  the  Family 
f  byMcian,  which  he  was  very  fond  of  consulting*** 
'This  witness  then  ^aid,  that  at  the  time  Sir  Theo* 
dosius  looked  like  a  nvan  to  ail  appearance  in  healthy 
hr  did  not  look  so  florid  as  be  had  done.  Mi.  Kerr» 
aurgeon,  of  Northampton,  deposed,  that  he  attend* 
ed  Sir  Theodofius  when  he  was  at  Mr.  Jonts>.  H« 
leally  saw  no  disorder.    There  was  a  small  wart  or 
excFescence,  very  immaterial  indeed..  It  was»oslight- 
that  he  did  not  think  it  a  subject  of  medicine  at  all* 
Be  ordere.i  Vim  some  lotion  to  wash  k  withi  and 
dlissuaded  him  from  the  use  of  mediciae.    He  gar» 
ktm  a  pre^cciption  4or  the  lotion,  but  not  for  in- 
fernal medicines.     Dr.  Rattiayr  of  Coventry,  dc« 
i>osed>  that  in  constquence  of  an  anonymaas  note,. 
desixmg  hind  to  bring  Mr.  WiUncr  with  bim^  in  or*. 
der  to  open«the  body  of  Sir  T^ieodosius  Bonghton^t 
they  went  these, on  Monday  evening  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember.    Capt.*DQcellajv„  vi,bq  received  hfrn,  asked 
him  if  he  had  heard  ffotn,  or  seen  Sir  WiUiam  Wheel* 
cr.     He  answered  in  the  negativ^e:  the  prisoner^ 
feefoie  he  went  up  to  see  the  Corp^e,  sbewod  hitvr  »> 
letttrrfioin  Sir  Willjam  Wheekr,  pJ^t  of  which  tiw: 
read :  it  was.  that  part  o(.thf  letter  in  which  Sir  WIh 
lialm.fixcivtfd  himself  ffom  cottung  toX^^forci-.hftN«i 
^Qncetviug  th^t  no  pftrboni,  was  pi-optr  ip  be  thefa> 
biPt  the  •«  surgeoa  an^.  physician  gent  for.***   Mr,. 
Siocyh^^  sKfaich^d  in  bi(^w^ibt(pa|  pocl^ct  for:««p|' 
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letter,  but  instead  of  if  pulled  out  a  tovcr.  Tlie  let- 
ter the  witne&s  did  tee,  the  captain  saidy  '*  \<ras  ex- 
ceedingly polite ;  the  first  letter  he  received,  vcas 
ifnuch  the  same  as  tbf^/*  It  was  now  too  iate.  Mr. 
Wilmcr  went  first  into  the  room.  He  came  out  of 
it  at  the  witness  entered » and  testified  some  surprisel 
Mr.  Wilmer  seeming  to  think  that  it  would  answer 
no  purpose  to  optn  the  body  at  that  thne,  they  asked 
Mr.  Donellan  •♦  fdr  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  open- 
ed}*' who  answered,  "  it  was  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  family.**  He  intimated  no  suspicion  of  poison. 
They  therefore  thought,  that,  it  being  merely  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  of  no  use  to  open  tlie  body  at 
se  late  a  period.  On  the  9th  of  September,  the  dcc- 
tbr  was  again  sent  for,  but  by  whom  he  could  not 
teiU  Mr.  Wilmer  ftnd  he  went  together,  and  met 
Mr.  Bucknetl,  Mr.  Powell,  and  Mr.  Snow,  in  New- 
bold  church-yard.  Mr.  Bucknell  opened  the  body. 
Here  the  witness  proceeded  to  describe  the  external 
appearances  of  the  body,  and  its  appearances  in  the 
diisecting.  He  was  then  asked  whether,  as  he  had 
beard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Powell  and  Lady  Bough 
ton,  he  could  from  that  evidence,  totally  independent 
of  the  aj[)pearances  he  had  been  describing,  form  ai 
judgment  of  the  death  of  Sir  Theodosins  f  he  an- 
swered, that  exclusive  of  these  appearances,  he  wag 
of  opiniofi,  from  the  symptoibs  that  followed  the  rak- 
ing of  the  draught,  that  it  was  poison,  and  the  im- 
nicdiate  cauiie  of  l^s  death.  Being  desired  to  smell 
at  the  bottle,  aiitA  asked  wha(  was  the  noiiious  me- 
dicine in  it,  he  said  it  was  a  distillation  of  laureU 
leaves,  called  laurel-water.  ^Here  he  entered  into  a 
detail  of  seMerai  experiments  oiT  animalsi  tending  to' 
shew  tlie  instantaneous  and  mortal  effects  of  the  lay; 
nter.    He  knew. nothing  in  mcciiciR)^  that  cot- 
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rApdacled  la  Miiell  wftb  tlnrt  inistute,w1iich  toaslike 
that  vf  bitter  almonUt.  He  iiHtkitt  said»  that  the 
^uaitriey  ef  laurel  water conrained  in  thelMttleshewii. 
to  biro,  was  sufficient  to  be  tbe  dcatb  oifany  human 
creature :  and  that  the  appearances  of  the  body  con* 
firmed  him  in  hU  opinfoa,  that  the  deceased  trat 
poboaed,  so  far  a<,  upon  the  yicwriqg  a  body  so  long 
after  the  death  of  the  ti»bjectt  one  couU  be  allowed 
to  form  a  judgment  upon  inch  appearances.  On  bit 
cross  examination,  being  asked  whethcf^  after  be 
had  heard  Lady  Booghton  describe  tbe  symptoms, 
and  after  be  had  seen  the  body  opened,  he  did  not 
give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  deceased  died  of  ar« 
senic,  he  said,  **  I  have  had  such  an  opinion."  He 
was  not  ashamed  to  own  a  mistake*  He  added,  that 
nobody  would  attempt  to  form  a  judgment  altoge* 
ther  upon  the  external  appearances  of  the  body  when 
opened.  Mr.  Wilmer  confiraned  tbe  evidence  of 
Dr.  Rattray,  with  respect  to  going  to  Lawford  hall^ 
en  Monday  tbe  4th  of  September.  Had  any  mti- 
nation  been  given  to  him  that  Sir  Theodosius  died 
by  poison,  be  would  have  opened  the  body  at  mil 
events.  In  genera],  he  agreed  with  Dr.  Rattr/y* 
9M  to  the  effects  of  the  laurel- water.  On  his  cross* 
examination  he  said,  that  on  tbe  4th  and  9th  of 
$eptember>  he  perceived  not  the  least  reluctance  in 
the  prisoner  to  the  body*s  being  opened.  From  the 
symptoms  dcKribcd  by  Lady  Booghton,  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  tliat  Sir  Theodosius*s  death  was 
occasioned  by  the  poisonous  draught  administered 
to  him  by  his  mother.  Tbe  heaving  of  the  sto* 
mach,  one  of  the  symptoms  she  described,  did  not 
attend  an  epilepsy.  Dr.  Ashe,  of  Birmingham, was 
of  opinion,  from  the  symptoms  described,  that  the 
^cf a«cd  died  by  poison.  .  If  the  Iaurfi-|i»ter  were 
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dtstilled  strong  encfvgh  to  collect  the  eisMllI  dH^ 
a  tca^poonfui  of  it  would  dtitroy  nnirmd  life  in  A 
few  second*;  ftnd  he  believed  as  etrong  a  potsoi& 
might  be  niide  from  bitter  ahnonds.  Dr.  Par^on^ 
professor  of  anatomy*  at  Oxfotd,  was  of  opirtjofl^ 
that  Sir  Theodosius-died  by  potsoo)  and  that  pokoil 
was  laurel-wacer.  He  adduced  a  case^  from  I>r« 
Rutty  <<  of  a  girl  of  eighteen  yearl  of  age,  hk  pei^ 
feet  health,  who  took  less  thai>t#o  spoonfuls  of  th^j 
first  runnings  of  simple  water  of  iaureMeave«s  with- 
in half  a  minute  she  fell  down,wasconvulsed>foani« 
ed  at  the  mouth,*  and  died  in  a  short  time/*  OaE 
his  cro^s-eaammation  he  said,  ihat  black*cbeiry  tm* 
ter  was  tatd  to  have  the  same  sniell,  but  it  was  noiv 
out  of  use,  nor  did  he  believe  therti  was  an  tp0f^* 
cary  in  the  island  that  had  it,  and  therefore  ftoonM 
not  be  substituted  by  accident  for  the  other  vehidttA 
Bitteralmondhhad  that  smell,  and  spirits  flavouredl 
with  them  were  said  to  be  poisonous  to  tile  human 
species.  Mr.  BucknilU  surgeon,  at  Rugby,  de-* 
posed,  that  he  waited  on  Mr.  Donellan,  of  hU  osrii 
accord,  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  5th  of  SeptedS'* 
ber^  and  toUl  him,  that  **  he  beard  that  Vr,  Katt-> 
ray  and  Mr.  Wllmer  had  been  there;  that  he  frai 
informed  he  and  the  rest  of  the  family  wanted  the 
body  of  Sir  Thcodosius  to  be  opened  j  that  he  had 
h^ard  they  had  declined  opening  it  on  account  of 
the  putrid  state  it  was  in;  but  that,  if  it  would  be 
any  satisfaction  to  the  family,  he  wo^ild  at  all 
events  take  out  the  stomach/*  Mr.  Doneltan  re^ 
fused  this.  He  said,  •<  that  Dr.  Kattray  and  Mr« 
Wilmer  had  been  there,  and  had  declined  openings 
the  bodyj  ahd  t^ would  not  be  fair  to  do  any  tbtnaf 
after  men  so  eminent  in  their  profession  ^ad  said  it 
was  impossible***     In  consequence  of  this  aaswi^^^ 
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lie  wenrawaf.    The  next  daf,  at<  two  o'clock,  he 
^etit  again  to  Lawford>hall,  in  consequence  of  a 
^perbal  message  from  8ir  William  Wheeler,  to  bieet 
^r.  Sno;v  there*    He  ta«v  Mr.  Doneilan  in  the  hall, 
tmd  asked  him  <*  if  Mr.  Snow  wa»  come  T'    he 
•aid,  '*  he  was  not  come.**    The  witness  told  him 
that  he  had  received  a  verbal  message  from  Sir 
William  Wheeler  to  mee^Mr.  Snow  there,  end  they 
¥rcre  to  get  the  body  into  the  garden,  or  any  othet 
Convenient  place,  and  to  open  it;  to  which  Mr. 
Doneilan  answered,  that  "  he  had  then  written  to 
Sir  William,  and  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
at  Coventry  5  and  he  then  waited  Sir  William's  fur- 
ther orders/*    The  witness  then  went  to  attend  a 
Satient  two  miles  from  Lawford-hall,  leaving  word 
e  would  be  back  in  an  hour  and  a  half.    He  re* 
turned  within  an  honr.'    Captain   Doncllan  then 
told  him  that  **  Mr.  Snow  was  gone;  that  he  had 
given  him  orders  what  to  do,  and  they  were  pro* 
ceeding  according  to  those  orders ;  but,'*  he  added, 
'*  1  am  sorry  you  have  given  yourself  all  this  un- 
necessary trouble.'*    The  witness  then  went  away. 
William  Frost,  coachman  to  Lady  Bough  ton,  de- 
posed, that,  the  morning  Sir  Theodostus  died,  the 
(Captain  and  his  lady  were  to  go  to  the  Wells  to 
drmk  the  water.     By  their  orders  he  had  got  their 
liorsffs  ready  in  the  morning.     He  took  them  to  the 
fate.   Captain  Doneilan  came  to  the  gate,  and  theia 
saidj^  '<  I  will  go  and  see  if  my  lady  is  ready.**     He 
came  back,  and  said,   **  My  lady  is  not  ready  yet  5 
I  will  take  my  mare  and  go  to  the  Wells.*'    The 
witness  then  put  the  horse  into  the  stable.     A  con- 
siderable time  after,  Lady  BoughtoTi  came^  and  de- 
aired  him  instantly  to  go  for  Mr.  Powell,  her  son 
being  dangerously  ill.     He  said,    that  there  WM 
Mly  her  horse  in  die  stable.    She  answeve^  ,<*  M 
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fwuld  not  go  fast  enough  {  be  mvst  get  tlKtnare.** 
On  his  telling  her  (hat  the  capuin  had  the  marc* 
ahe  bade  hiiu  go  and  meet  hiitii  and  take  the  mare. 
Then  going  towards  the  gate»  the  captain  carafc 
withinside  of  it.  He  fold  him  on  what  ermtid 
he  wai  going.  The  captain^s  answer  he  took  no 
paiticuJer  notice  of»  but  mounted  the  mare  and  rode 
eif.  He  confirmed  Lady  Boughton's  evidence  xth 
•pecting  his  being  called  into  the  parlour,  and  waa 
interrogated  by  the  prisoner  which  gate  he  went 
•ut  of,  Samuel  Frost  depo$ed>  that  he  was  the 
servant  sent  to  Mr.  Powell  for  the  medicine,  on 
Tuesday  the  a^th  of  August.  .He' received  it  from 
Mr.  Poweli's  hands,  brought  it  in  between  five  ami 
six  in  the  afternoon,  and  delivered  it  to  Sir  Theodo* 
sius himself,  who  cariicd  it  upstairs.  About  sevea 
o'clock,  he  went  to  a  place  where  he  was  then  a 
fishing,  and  staid  till  he  returned.  Captain  DoneJ- 
Ian  was  not  there  the  whole  time,  during  which  Sir 
Tbeodosius  was  never  off  his  horse.  He  had  boots 
on,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  wet  his  feet.  About 
six  oVlock  the  next  morning  he  went  into  his^  room 
and  waked  him,  in  order  to  get  some  straps  to 
buckle  on  a  net  he  was  to  carry  somewhere.  The 
deceased  got  out  of  his  bed,  and  went  hicpselfinto 
the  next  room  vto  give  him  the  straps.  He  then  ap-' 
peared  to  be  in  a  very  good  state  of  health.  Mary 
Xymrres  deposed,  that  she  had  been  servant  to  Lady 
Boughton  about  two  or  three  months.  She  left  her 
place  gbout  a  month  before  Sir  Theodosius  died* 
When  she  lived  at  Lawford-hall,  Mr.  Donellan  used 
frequently  to  distil  roses.  He  kept  the  stjil  in  what 
was  called  his  own  room,  which  wis*  not  that  he 
^lept  in.  He  only  slept  in  this  room  when  Mrs. 
Donellan  la/  in.  At  that  '^ime  it  was  left  open, 
'"  at  all  other  tiises  was  locked.    Fiaucis  Amos, 
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gjardettei:  tribady  B$tugliloji»  deponed,  thftt  he  was 
^ut  witti  Sir  Tbepdo&ius  the  whole  time  be  was  a 
£shing)  the  night  before  be  died.  M;*  Donell»n 
was  oot  jJiere.  The  eveaing  af^er  Sir  Theodosius 
diedy  the  prisoner  came  to  him  in  the  garden,  and 
said,  *\  Now»  gardener,  you  shall  live  at  your  eaf«, 
and  wotk  aK  your  .ease  \  at  shall  not  be  as  it  was  in 
Sir  Theodosius*S|dayf  \  I  wanted  to  be  master  be*- 
fore,  but  I  have,  got  master  now,  and  I  shaH  bf 
master.'*  Two  or  three  days  after  Sir  Theodosiu« 
died,  he  brought  him  a  still  to  clean  ;  it  was  full  of 
wet, lime  He  said  he  used  the  lime  to  kill  fleas. 
The  witness  used  to  gather  lavender  for  him  to  dia- 
lil.  In  the  garden  there  were  laurels,  bays,  ami 
laurel -stines.  On  the  morning  that  Sir  Theodosius 
^died,  Mr.  Denellan  came  to  him,  and  bid  him  gee  « 
couple  of  pigeons  diiectly.  He  answered,  *<  there 
were  none  fit  to  eat.**  The  prisoner  replied,  "  It 
will  make  no  odds  if  they  ^re  not,  for  they  arc  for' 
Sir  Theodosius.  We  must  have  them  against  t^e 
doctor  comes.  Poor  fellow  I  he  lies  in  a  sad  agony 
ju>w  ^ith  this  d*-d  nasty  distemper ;  it  will  be  tha 
death  of  him.  As, soon  as.  the  witness  went  into 
the  house  with  the  pigeons^  he  met  his  Lady  and 
Mrs.  ponellan  at  the  door.  They  were  wringing 
their  hands,  and  said,  *'  It  is  too  late  now ;  he  is 
dead."  William  Crofts,  one  of  the  Coroner> 
Jury,  deposed,  that  on  the  examination  of  Lady 
Boughton,  when  she  said,  "  Captain  Doneltan 
rinsed  the  bottle,**  he  saw  the  Captain  catch  her  by 
the  gown  and  give  her  a  twitch.  John  Darbyshire, 
deposed,  that  he  bad  been  a  prisoner  in  Warwick 
goal  for  debt;  that  Mr.  DoneUan  and  be  fiad  a 
bed  in  the  same  room  for  a  month  or  iive  week«# 
He  remembered  to  have  had  a  convccsacioA  widb 
a^B  bioi 
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Iiifii  sbcrut  Sir  Theodostus's  being  poitoncd.  On 
his  asking  htm  whether  the  body  wts  ooisoned  or 
not,  he  «aid,' "  There  was  no  rtoubt  of  it."  The 
witness  said,  **  For  God's  sake^  Captain,  who  could 
do  ft?'*  he  answered,  *«  it  was  amongst  them* 
^Ives ;  he  had  no  hand  in  it/*  The  witne»s  asked 
•«  Whom  he  meant  by  themselves?'*  he  answered, 
^*  Himseif,  Lady  Bought(hi,  the*  footman,  and  the 
apothecary .'•  The-  witness  repliferf,'  "  §ure  Sir 
Theodonos  could 'not  do  it  hirtself?"  He  $aidy 
**  He  did  not  think  he  did,  he  cooTd  not  believe  he 
would."'  The  witness  answered,  <•  The  apothe- 
cary could  hardly  do  it;  he  wob1d  lose  a  good 
"patient ;  the  footman  could  have  no  interest  in  it ; 
and  it  was  itr^f  unnatural  to  SQppo«e  that  Lady 
Boughton  would  do  it.'*  He  'then  said,  **  Hovr 
covetous  Lady  Bonghton  was;  she  had  received  an 
anonymous  letter  the  day  after  Sir  Theodosius*! 
death,  charging  her  plump  with  poisoning  him ; 
tllat  she  called  hifh  and  r^ad  it  to  him,  and  she 
trembled ;  vhe  desired  -  he  iVould  not  let  hh  wife 
know  of  that  letter,  artdaiked  him  if  he  Would 
give  up  his  ri]ght  to  th^  personal  estate,  and  to  some 
estates  of  abdnt  2Q0h'  a  year  belonging  to  thp 
family.*'  '  Tffe  ;convcrs?rtiou  was  aboiit  a  month 
•fter  the  captain  came  into  the  gaoK  At  other 
times  he  has  said,'  **  That  he  was  innocent  j  it  was 
impossible  he  could  do  a  thing  that  never  was  in 
Ms  power. '^  Th?s  being  the  chief  evidence,  the 
prisoner,  in  his  ^efmce,  plkfad^d  a  total  ignorance 
of  the  fact,  and  several  respectable  characters  bore 
testimony  of  'his  integrity.  The  jOry,  however, 
found  him  guifty,  and  he  received  sentence  of 
death.  Imitiediately  after  his  conviction,  a  Divlnca 
-"-companied  by  a  particular  fhesd  of  the  prisonec, 

went 
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frent  to  se»biiti,  ^nd  to  all  appearanfe  bc^was  per* 
fcctly  resigned  to  his  u^nh^ppy  fate*  ^Jt.was  urged 
to  him,  that  as  the  evidence  bad  beenso  clear,  % 
denial  of  the  fact  would  b^  )9ol(t4  upon  by  thu 
world  as  a  mean  prevarication^  and  would  induct 
people  to  throw  additional  insult  upon  his  memory. 
To  this  observation  he  answered,  <'  he  could  not  help 
any  man's  conclusions}  .^e  kaew  his  own  heart,  and 
would  wit^  his>  last  breath,  a^rt  his  ipnocence  ; 
some  few  unguarded-. ajnd  unpremeditated  expreii* 
aions,  aggravated  by  falsehoods  of  the,  most  flagrant 
kind*  wliich  were  sworn  at  his  trial,  have  induced  a 
jury  to  ta^e  his  life  ^  but  time  vyould'dobim  justicet 
and  pi'OM^  bim  an  injured  man,  ruined  by  tbo&e 
who  oMgjbt  to  have  been  his  friends,**  ^eiceiving 
the  gentleman  in  astonishment  at  this  conversations 
fie.  added*  V  ,^^^^  ^^  should  dedicate  .tOTpoorrow, 
(Sunday)  to  the  purpose  of  drawing  up  an  answer 
to»  and  a  refutation  of  rbe  evidence,  and  should 
leave  it  with  a  friend,  that  tu;  had  no -doubt  wo^tl^d 
comply,  with  the  last  request  he.  shpiikl  make,  that 
q{  seeitig  it  correctly  published***  •  He  was  asked 
whether  he  had  hot  a  desire;  to  .see  his  wife,  and 
take  a  last  farewet.  .  To  this  he  hastily  repUed>  **l 
do  beseech  you»  let  me  not  hear  again  or  this :  if 
she  does  no|  corite^  t  shall  die  coit)posed«'**  Oil  Sen- 
day  evening  be  deposited  his  case  with  a  gentlefman* 
of  C^yrentry*  who  assisted  bm\in.his  trial*. with  an 
warmest  request^  that  he  woqld  print  and  publish  it- 
He  then  g^ve  ^me  direotions  relative  to  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  sad  operation  whicb  was  to  take  place 
in  the  morning,  and  appeared  remarkably  chearful 
and  composed*  At  seven  o'clock  neat  day  he  was 
carried  Jto  tb«  place  of  execution  in  a  mourning 
foAcb^  followed  by  a^htarse,  and  the  sheriff  s officers 
a  B  a  in 
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in  deep  iBouming;  at  he  went  on,  Yie*freqt]rnfl7 
pttt  hU  hetd  out  flf  Hie  coach,  desiring  the  prayers 
•f  the  people  around  him.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
f  lace  or  execotioiit  lit  alMicd  from  the  coach,  and 
ascending  a  few  »tep^  of  the  Udder,  prayed  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  then  joined  in  the  usual  ser* 
vice  with  the  greatest  appearance  of  devotion ;  be 
then  in  an  audible  tone  of  voice,  addressed  thespeG- 
tators  in  the  following  teims: — ■*  That  as  he  was 
then  going  to  appear  before  God,  to  whom  all  de« 
cett  was  known,  he  solemnly  declared,  that  he  was 
innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  he  was  to  suffer  1 
that  he  had  drawn  op  a  vindication  of  himself, 
which  he  hoped  the 'world  would  believe,  fork  was 
•f  more  consequence  to  hSm  to  speak  truth  than 
falsehood,  and  had  no  doubt  but  that  time  wonU 
reveal  the  many  mysteries  that  had  ariJien  ia  bis 
trial/*  A^ter  praying  fervently  some  time,  he  lee 
his  handkerchief  fall,  a  signal  agreed  on  between 
Kim  and  the  executioner,  and  was  launched  into  eter« 
nity.  After  hanging  the  usual  time,  the  body  was 
put  into  a  black  coffin,  and  conveyed  to  theTow»* 
hall  to  be  dissected.  «e  suffered  at  Warwick,  on 
Monday  the  sd  of  April,  tySi. 

DOWD£LL,  JOSEPH.,  &e Talbot,  T. 

XK)WNI£,  DAVID.    See  Watt,  R. 

PRAMATTI,  JOHN  PETER,  (morobe- 
BR,)  was  the  son  of  protestaat  parents,  born  at 
Saverdan*  in  the  county  of  Foix,  and  province  of 
Languedoc  in  France.  He  received  a  religious 
educations  and  when  he  arcived  at  years  of  matu« 
rity,  left  his  own  country  on  account  of  the  per* 
arcution  thea  prevailing  there,  and  went  to  Gene- 
va.   From  thence  be  travelled  into  Germany,  and 

served 


DRAItAttS.  2Br 

served  n  a  horse  gttntdier  under  the  elerfor  of 
Brandenborgh,  who  was  afterwards  king  of  Frush- 
s^  Wh«n  he  had  been  in  this  i^phereof  life  about 
a  yeari  be  came  over  to  England,  and  enfered  in<-> 
to  fhe  service  of  Lord  Haversham,  with  whom  he 
remained  abovt  tweWe  months,  and  then  entisttd 
aA  a  soldier  in  the  tegimeiit  of  Col.  de  la  Meloniere ; 
having  made  two  campaigns  in  Fhnder^,  the  jregi- 
ittnt  was  ordered  into  Ireland,  where  it  was  broke  f 
in  eoAseouence  of  which  Dramatri  obtained  bis  11* 
bierty^.  He  now  becan^e  acquainted  ''v  itb  a  widow, 
between  5^  and  60  years  of  age,  who  pretending  sh«  . 
bad  a  great  fortune,  and  allied  ^o  the  royal  familf 
of  Franco,  he  soon  married  ber^not  only  on  acconnc 
of  her  snppoted  vKakh  and  rank,  but  also  of  het 
tnfdeiataiid^ fig' English  andlrikh,  fhinlding  it  pra**' 
deint  %o  haTye  a  wile  who  onkl  speak  the  iangua|r« 
of  the  country  in  whkh  he  proposed  to  spend  tne 
remainder  of  his  Kfe;  As  stfon  as4ie  had  discovered 
chat  hit  wife  had  noiforrune,  be  took  a  amall  house 
and  a  piece  of  gronnd*  about  ten.  miles  from  Corkf 
intending  to  turn-  fal-mer:  l^or  being'  altogether 
Ignorant  Oif  btfebandry,  h^  found  it  hnpdssibk  to 
subsist  by  that  pidfeition,  on  which  he  went  to  Cork^ 
and  workled  as  a  skinner,  being  tlie  trade  to  whick 
ht  was  btovghtup;  J^t  the  expiration' of  a  twelve* 
iftoHth  fi^fii  Mv  conding  to  that  city,  he  went  to  Lom 
doni  add  offering  h(s  services  again  to  Lord  Ha- 
v^fsham,  waft  admkted  as  one  of^his  doihestics.  .Hia 
wifctunhlppy  on  account  of  their  Mparate  rcaidence^ 
#i«hed  to  live  v»ith^him  at  Lord  fl^venham*s;vbicb 
he  would  not  Content  to,  saylfig^J  thir  his  lordship 
Mi  liof  know  he  was  married.  Hete.txpon  she  emreat* 
ed  hinvtoquithfi  ^service,  which  he  likewise  refused) 
Uftnf  iktft  j$t4kfiM  not  i»rbvid<  t<^r.l^sajf<£d  «aoli « 
♦    "%  a  B  J  in 
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ill  any  other  tHuitiont  tnd  that  it  wodid  be  vngt* 
ncrovi  to  kave  lo  indulgent  a  master.  TbcirifeiMNV 
be^o  to  evince  the  jealousy  of  her  disposition,  and' 
intifiated  that  JDramatti  had  fixed  his  affcctiona  on 
aoQEie  other  woman  $  and  the  fbllowiag  circumstance 
aggravated  the  malignant  disorder  that  preyed  upon 
her  mind.    Dramatti  being  attacked  with  a  violent 
fever«  aboat  the  Christmas  preceding  the  time  the 
murder  was  committedi  his  noble  masters  gave  ordeti 
that  all  possible  care  should  be  taken  of  him  at  bs 
loidihip**  expense*    At  this  period  Mrs.  Dramatti 
paid  a  visit  to  ber  husband*  and  again  urged  him 
to  quit  hti  service*  which  be  positively  refused.    A 
aervant  girl  came  into  the  room*  biinging  him  some 
water- gruel }  and  the  wife  suspecting  tlutt  this  was 
her  rival  in  her  husband's  airection%  once  more  en- 
treated him  to  leave  his  place;  in  answer  to*  which* 
he  said  he  must  be  out  of  his  senses  to  abandoti  a 
situation  in  which  he  was  so  weU  provided  for,  and 
treated  with  such  hiMoanity.    Dramatti  Having  re- 
covered from  bis  iUoess*  visited  his  wife  at  her  lodg- 
ings as  often  as  was  consistent  with  thednitiesof  his 
station;  but  this  not  being  so  often  as  she  wiiihed 
him  to  oimie»sha  grew  more  uneasy  than  before*  At 
length  Lord  Maversbam  took  lodgings  at  Sensing* 
ton,  and  Dramatti  was  so  busy  in  packing  up  some 
articles  on  the  occabion,  that  he  bad  no, opportunity 
of  acquainting  ho  wife  with  their  removal.    At 
irngth  »he  learnt  this  circumstance  from  another 
quarters  on  which » snflaroed  to  tbehlgbe^fttdegreee 
of  rage«'she  went  fofC^sington^  to  ^proadi  her 
husband  witb  bis  t^nkindness  to  her,  though  ha  de*- 
elated  be  always  maintained  ber  as  w)rU  4s  he  was 
able,  and  as  a  proof  of  it  had  given  NMhree.gai* 
inns  but  a  little  time  befote  the  nnidf  rwaMain^t*-. 


ttsd.  FmjocBt  were  the  dbpotcs  between  AhU  un- 
happy man  and  bis  wife,  till»  on  the  9th  of  Juac, 
>703»  Dramatti  being  sent  to  London,  and  his  bu« 
sineas  Ijing  near  Soho»  he  called  «ii  his  wife,  who 
loclgcd  in  that  netghbovihood,  and  having  been 
vato  her  some  time,  he  was  about  to  take  his  leave* 
but  she  laid  bold  of  hiis,  and  wanted  to  detain  him.- 
-^Having  got  away  from  her,  he  went  towards 
Charing*  cross,  to  which  place  ^be  followed  him  $ 
bi»t  at  length  she  aeeincd  to  yield  to  his  persuasions, 
dial  she  would  go  home,  as  he  toki  her  he  was 
going  to  hia  lord  in  Spring -gardens;  Instead,  how* 
aver,  of  gotng  home,  she  went  ated  waited  for  him 
at  or  near  Hyde*park*gate,  and  in  the  evening  h« 
found^her  there  as  he  was  going  to  Kenshigton.— 
At  the  Park- gate  she  stopped  him,  and  insifted 
that  be  should  go  no  lartber,  unless  he  took  her 
with  him.  He  left  her  abruptly,  and  went  towards 
Chelsea :  but  she  followed  him  till  thry  came  near 
Bloody- bridga,  where  the  quarrel  being  vehement- 
ly renewed  J  she  seised  hts  aeekclotb.  aad'  would 
have  strangled  himi  wbcteupoA  hm  beat  her  most 
unmercifuIlT  with,  his  caoc  an4  swont,  which  lat* 
ter  sha  broke  with  her  hands,  as  she  was  remark- 
able  for  her  strength }  and,  'i  )k  had  been  unarm- 
ed, could  have  easily  overpowered  him.  Havinfr 
wounded  her  in  so  many  places  as  to  conclude  that 
he  had  kiUed  her,  his  passion  immediately  began 
to  subside,  and,  failiitf  on  bis  knaet,  he  dcvoutl/ ' 
koploied  the  pardon  of  Qod  for  the  horrid  sin  of 
which  he  bad  been  guilty.  He  then  went  on  ta 
ICensiagton,  where  his  fellow-servants  obierrirtg 
thsit  his  clothes  were  bloody,  be  s»aid  he  had  been 
attankad  by  two  men  in  Hyde-park,  who  would' 
have  robbed  him  of  hivolothes,  but  that  he  de- 
huixi  ^Ig|I»  and  bisakf  tlk  bead  of.  oat  oi^ 
'.(  them* 
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xham.  TKis  itery  wis  credited  for  «  tbott'  tinie^ 
Slid  on  the  foHbwifig  day  Dramstri  went  to  han^ 
don»  whrre  he  heard  a  papvr  cead  in  the  atreeure* 
speoling  the  murdrr  that  had  been  amimitced  ■■  ■■ 
Though  he  dreaded  being  taken  ioto  costady  evevf 
moment,  yet  he  did  not  seek  to  make  bis  cacapet 
but  di$pat(^hed  hit  bininesski  ^adon^  «nd  return* 
ed  to  Kenftington.  Oii  the  foiioving  day  the  ser* 
vants  heard  an  account  of  the  murder  that  had 
been  committed  near  Bloody-bridge;  they  tmine* 
diately  hinted  to  his  lordship  that  they  suspected 
Dfamatti  had  murdered  his  wife,  as  they  had  been 
Jenown  to  quarrel  before,  and  a»  be  came  home  the 
preceding  evening  with  his  iword  broke,  the  bik 
o^'  it  bruised,  his  cane  shattered,  and  some  blood- 
on  his  clothes.  Upon  this  Lord  Haversham,  witb 
a-  view  to  employ  him,  that  be  might  not  thinik  be 
was  suspected,  bid  him  get  the  coach'  ready,  and' 
ie  the  imertm  sent  for  a  constable,  who,  on  search* 
ing  him%  found  a  woman's  cap  in  his  pocket,  v^husk 
afterwards  proVed  tahave  belonged  to  bia  wsi«.-« 
"V^'henhe  was-eaaniined  befone  a-  justice  of  peaeei' 
he  confesaed  lille  had  committed  the  crime  ^  but,  in' 
ext)enaatioa  oL  it,  said  that  his  wife  wais  a  w«mh«> 
Ises  wocMmiwho  had  entrapped  him  iwa  marriage* 
by  pretendtng'to  be  of  the^blood^oyalof  Francet^ 
and  a  n^oman  of  fortune.  On  hiS'trial,-  it  appear* 
.cd  that  he>  went  iata  X.ord  HavcrsUamV  Chamber 
1a«e  on  the  night  on  which  the  murder  was  cum^i 
niitted,  af^er  that  nobleman  was  in  bed  f  and  it^ 
waK  supposed  be  had: an  intention,  of  robbing  hiv 
J<^Nhip,  who  calleti  out  to  know  what, be  wahted(k 
But  in  a  solemn  declaration  Dramatti  mbde  after  h'^ 
convictien,  he  Kted fast ly  denied  sli  intention  laf  lobw. 
^'•*%  his  master, declaring  heoniy  went  intatberooi^ 
eicba  ulver  tttmbkr,  vibich  be  hiid  i99f0tf  tkai 


lie  ftiklit  hfni^  It  m  Readiness  to  rake  la  lomc  astcs 
milk  m  tlie  morning,  for  hn  foribhtp.  The  hoAf 
of  Mrs^  Dramatti  was  found  ma  ditch  between 
Hyde- park  and  ^b«ls«a,  and  a  ttack  of  blood  was 
aeeli  to  the  ditt«Bce  of  twenry  yards,  at  the  end  of 
whieh  a  piieee  of  a  tword  was  found  sticking  in  a 
banki  which  fttted  the  other  part  of  the  sword  in 
the  prisoner's'  possession.  The  cirtamstances  at« 
ttifding  the  murder  being  proved  to  the  stti»factioil 
of  the  jnry»  the  culprit  was  found  guilty,  rotidem- 
aed,  and  on  the  sist  of  July,  17031  was  executed 
«t  Tyburn. 

DR£W,CHARLE8»  (rAlRietoi,)  wte  the 
•on  of  ^n  attorney  of  great  practice  tt  Long  Mel^ 
ford  in  Suffoikt  who,  thoogli  a  oMn  «f  good  for- 
tune, was  of  so  unaccountable  a  iiepositionf  that 
ke  entirely  neglected  the  edncatiott  of  his  son,  who 
was  consequently  brought  up  in  total  ignorance  i 
aad  though  bis  talents  were  not  of  the  inferior  kindg 
tberc  w)»  no  probability  of  hii  ever  making  a  re* 
apectable  figure  in  life.  This  old  gentleaian  had 
quarrelled  whh,  and  lived  separate  trcm»  kti  wi^t 
and  behaved  jn  the  most  reserved  and  unfiiendly 
manner  to  bis  chiidreni  having,  besitfes  this  son,  five 
daughters.  When  young  Drew  arrived  at  yeats  of 
maturity,  he  became  acquainted  with  one  Elitabeth 
Boyer,  who  submitted  to  his  lolicifationii,  but  wa« 
a  woman  of  so  much  art,  that  most  people  thought 
ke  would  have  married  her;  however,  when  ^he  urg* 
«d  him  to  ir,  bes^aid,— **  Betsey,  let  us  stay  a  little 
Ipnger— it  will  be  worse  for  us  both  if  I  do  it  now^ 
for  my  father  will  certainly  disinherit  me.**  To 
which  she  replied,  **  I  wish  somebody  wouM  shoot 
the  oM  dog/*  Charles  bating  been  to  the  asste^-s  at 

Cbeiiusford, 
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^mong  whom  wa»  one  Huin|>br(yfb  a  hard«iie4 
viilaisy  calculaieti  foi  th«  execution  of  any.detpt* 
nte  enterpri&e^  Wiih  this  mai)  he  held  a  conf4« 
ienee^  telling  him  t)ia(  he.  would  u)f»rm  him  of  a 
scheme  by  which  ha  iQighf  nake  his  fortone,  i£  h» 
would  mttt  him  at.Mr«.  Buyer's  lodKingt.  Hum** 
pbreys  accordingly  intt  him ;  wben/brew  promit* 
cd  to  settle  aooU.  a  year  on  him  if  he  would  muf-r 
dcr  bu  father,  and  likewise  give  hiflji  a  consider* 
Hble  sum  in  money.  Humphreys .  bfsitai^d  som« 
time — but  at  length  consenting  to  the  horrid  pt<H 
posal,  ihey  went  together  towards  the  bouse,  hav- 
ing a  gvnjoaded  wiibiNjgs,  ^bQtft«l<veli  at  night 
on  the  3^st  of 'Jamiary«  1730.  It  Kera&  it  wta 
agreed  that  ffii^fi^  Drew,  was  to  stand  at  a  distance^ 
while  Humphf^s  wis  to  knock  at  the  door,  and 
^k/or  Uie  oldmAn  i  then  to.  shoot  him  when  ha 
came  to  speak  to  him  |  b»t  his  courage  failing  hiav 
when  he  pame  fiear  the  spot,  be  threw  down  tb« 
gun,  saying,  he-  would  have  no  coooern  in  tbo 
murder.  On  this  young  Drew  commanded  him  "ta 
|(e^p  iilt^nce,  on  pain  of  death }  and,  taking  up 
the  gun,  went  to  the  door,  and  when  his  fathes 
opened  it,  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.  This  doney 
be  went  away  with  Hiimpbreys,  to  whom  he. said, 
**  The  job  is  finished  T'  on  which  Humphreys  went 
to  Dunmow  in  £)«ex>  where  he  had.  appointed  to 
TOfet  some  smugglers  that  night;  aiul  after  thafc 
travciied  to  London.  An  inquest  having  been  hckf 
on  ihe  body  of  the  deceased,  and  Humphreys  be- 
ing told  that  he  was  suspected,  he  returned  into  tbei 
country,  but  was  soon  apprehended^  He  did  not 
impeach  Drew  tili  some  time  afterwards,  when  tbo 
interception  of  some  iettt cs  discovered  the  nature 

of 


of  fht  cdn«0cii(0n  ikit  had  subfttitcd  b«t««^en  ^e^. 
Hmnphrefs  dt{>oted  on  the  trtsly  that  meeting- the 
l^sosKr  about  a  lot  might  after  tlte  Mtirder  was  com'* 
mittyi.hiatfced  him  if  he  WMmt  cMcernetl  attht 
cl<»tiiof  hbfather*  '1  o  which  he  rtpHttd  iti  the  ne* 
^attvev  saying,  <<  if  be  had  H«ed  he  iivo<ild'ha?r  niin- 
edlhe  faoitJf/V  Hunaphreys  Hlt^wifte  endeavou/ed 
fo^eeul^ateliiaiself'fr^m  having  had  an^  'share  in 
the  tnarder.  In  the  mean  tbivt  ^ung>  Drew  went  tot 
hondoti,  and  made  applicattou  for  the  kiiig^s  pttrdbn 
to  any  peraon  except  hhn  who  bad  acfttiahy  miirderA 
etl  his  father;  in  conse^uemceof'whVch'anpsSVmiscfc 
Bient  t6  that  purpose  wafs  inserted  in  the  London  Ga* 
actie,  kighcd  by  the  secretary  oFttnte  $  and  another 
advertfslrment  foUowvd'ft^'hi.  which  £)rew  him^lf 
oiTered  a  reward  of  lobl.  bn  c^b^^te^n  of  tlie.mur^ 
^erer.  This  procedunf  zppenH-  evidtiitty  to  hav« 
been  inteiuied  to  tskeolFaHiiittftplcion  fr6rft  him-tlf^ 
thovgU  be  meaot  not  to  fix  it  bi» -Humphrey's,  ^ti 
the  hpprehenston'of  the  hctf  ron  suspicioh,  he  gave 
aucb  an  indifferem  ac«bu(fit'«>f  the  tramaetfonj  thai 
he  was  ordered  to  be  kept  in^  custody.  '  While ^6 
was  117  prksoD  Drew^ebt  htm  t'dl;  with  tke-^romi^ 
pf  one  h u nd  red  more.  After '  be  wh  -com  mrt ted^ 
the  suspicion  of  bis  guilt  grew  ^stronger,  aklU  ^ri 
corroborated  by  several  inrormations.  >  This'  gttvi 
Drew  great  uneasiness:  her  took  the  Ataifost  patiii 
to  iuppi:css  ail  farther  informstidiis»  artd^even  to  dt^ 
ttroy  the  credibility  of  Ihbse  already  *ilide.  "1ft 
pttbliciy  declared  that  Homphrey&wai  iib^\h€khail 
fvbo^ot  his  father;  and  threatened  tb^dH^reiif^ 
the  officer  who  apprdvended  him;  In  the*n1ednt^M 
Drew  resided  in  London j  where  he  €haf)ge(p*'Mi 
iHime  to  that  of  Robert<(,  and  cdrrespon«la#'»*ftk 
Uum|threy8/wha  had  ftsfrumedih^  iVa«tt  t^^^^Mk 
5  Smith. 
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Siiiiili.  Some  6£  the  letlcn  Mling  jnlothe  littiis 
•f  Timothy  ]>reF»  esq.  t  naoiofll^  onlf  y  be  went 
to  London  Injittrdi  of  tke  inutd«rer}  and  after- re^ 
Dcated  enquiries,  was  told  that  be  lodged  in  'Shires 
lane*  whither  he  went*  and  enquired  for  him  ^r  tbe 
name  of  Roberts.  The  peof>le  of  tho  house  said 
they  had  no  lydgert  t  but  the  gentleman,  who  had 
a  ma|fistratc*$  warrant  fi»r  apprehending  tbe  offen* 
dcr»  insisted  on  searching  the  hoa<ie^but  tbe  search 
was  made  in  ?ain.  On  this  he  went  to  several  bag- 
&i(>s»and  it  length  to  Eastmead*s  in  Leicester-fields, 
where  he  enquired  for  Mr.  Roberts.  It  should  Kcem 
that  Drew  had  •given  orders  to  be  denied  ;  for  the 
landlord  said  that  alUhe  gentlemen  who  had  lod^* 
ed  there  the  preceding  night*  were  gone.  Mr.  Ti* 
morhy  Drew  observing  the  landbrd  whisper  one  of 
tbe  waiters,  suspected  the  troth  of  this  declaratron, 
called  for  a  pint  of  wine,  and  aadced  the  wafiter  to 
drink  with  him.— After  some  conversation,  b^  rais- 
ed, his  voice,  and  in  a  positive  manner  declared  he 
Knew  Mr.  Roberts  was  ia  tbe  house,  but  that  bis 
real  name  was  Chas.  Drew,«sd  that  he  had  murdered 
hh  father  {  and  halhreatened  to  bave  all  the  people 
in  the  house  apprehended  for  concealing  a  murderer* 
The  authoritative  manner  in  which  he  spoken  indn- 
fed  the  waiter  to  coale»  that  the  gentleman  was  ni 
t)ie  houvci  and  the  unwelcome  visitor  being  isttro* 
duced  to  him,  said  he  had  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
bim,  and  to  take  him  before  Justice  De  Veil,  on  a 
charge;of  having  murdered  his  father.  Hereupon 
be  was  conducted  to  the  house -of  the  magistrate | 
and,  after  an  examination  of  above  six  hours,  wu 
onmmittcd  to  Newgate,  under  a  stron^r  guard.-— ^ 
Diiring  his  residence  in  the  prison,  he  offered^  and 
*WiU/  gnve»  10  Joaathaa  Kcatci  the  turnkey,  a 
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bond  of  half  his  fortune,  on  the  conditio|i  of  per- 
mitthig  him  to  e^bape*  and  accompanying  htm  to 
France  :  and  for  the  further  security  of  Keate.  he 
cxequted  a  bond  to  him  for  the  paynnent  of  a  thou- 
sand pounds.   The  turnkey  seemed  to  comply,  and 
the  time  was  fixed  on  for  their  departure  i  but  the 
man  having  int'ormed  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper^ 
of  it»  Drew  was  removed  into  the  old  condemned 
celly  where  a  guard  was  placed  over  him  night  and 
day.     On  the  approach  of  the  assizes,  he  was  sent 
to  the  gaol  pf  6ury  St.  £dmubd*6;  jind  Hpm* 
phreys  being  admitted  an  evidence.  Drew  was  ^on«    i 
victed  after  a  trial  of  several* hours.     On  convic- 
tion^ he  did  not  evince  any  concern  for  the  cnor- 
npity  of  the  crime. of  which  he  had  been  guilty, 
but  attributed  it  all  to  his  father*s  ill  treatment  of 
him.     He  said  that  his  father  denied  him  necessary 
money  for  his  expences ;  and  his  having  refused  to 
make  over  an  estate  to  him,  was  the  first  instiga- 
tion (o  his  committing  the  horriJ  crime.     He  was 
visited  by  his  sisters,  who  carefully  avoided  reflect- 
ing on  him ;  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  console 
bins  in  his  unhappy  situation.    He  suffered  the  9th 
of  April,    17^9*   aged  25,  amidst    the  greatest 
croud  of  spectators  that  were  almost  eve^  assem- 
bled on  such  a  melancholy  occasion  in  that  part  of 
the  country.     He  seemed  to  give  up  His  life  with  ' 
evident  signs  of  reluctance,  biegging  the  clergyman 
who  attended  him  to  continue  the  devotions  to  the 
last  possible  moment. 

DRURY,  ANTHONY,  (highwayman,) 
was  a  native  of  Norfolk,  and  the  son  of  parents  in 
reputable  circumstances,  who  imprudently  neglects' 
ed  to  bring  him  up  to  any  business.  When  bf 
arrived  at  years  ot  maturity,  Jhe  wandered  al^iit 
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tht  coaAtiy  cbring  smoky  chimniCs,  which' pio- 
c«red  him  the  appellation  of  ««  the  smSlcy  doctor'* 
ilmong  those  who  knew  him.    Jle  married  a  wo- 
man who  was  said  to  possess  a  very  considerable 
foitune,  but  never  received  more  of  ft  thkn  500!. 
fit  lived  some  years  with  his  wife  at  AndoVeV,  biit 
Occasionally  ranged  the  country,  prcferrhig  a  wan- 
tiering  to  a  domestic  life.     His  wife  used  every  ar- 
feument  to  prevail  on  him  to  remain  at  horrie^^jut 
ner  solicitations  were  without  effect.     Sonrjetimtes 
he  would  stroll  fo  London,  and  carry  with  him 
valuable  articles  fo^  his  support.     On  One  of  these 
<>ccasion^  he  pawned  some  plate  for  lol.  and  dissi- 
pated the  money  in  company  with  women  of  the 
•town.     He  thus  continued,  titii  he  reduced  his  wife 
to  such^  state  of  indigence,  that  she  was  obliged 
to  the  friendship  of  her  relations  for  a  maintenance. 
By  a  continued  course  of  extravagance,  he  grew 
daily  more  and. more  vicious,  a^d  at  length  deter- 
^mined  to  commence  highwayman,     Tn  tendon  he 
made  an  acquaintance  with  Rob.  K^ing,  the  driver 
of  the  Bicester  waggon,  who  was  a  fellow  of  had 
character:  and  whos^  practice,  for  the -sake  of  a 
shareJn  the  booty,  was  to  inform  the  highwaymen 
vrhen  he  had  any  persons  to  travel  in  his  waggon 
who  possessed  a  considerable  sum  of  money  or  va- 
luable effects,  for  ^t  this  time  people  of  great  |)ro- 
perty  iised  to  travel  in  waggons.     I>rury  beiri|  in 
'  company  one  night  with  King,  the  latter  told  nim 
that  a  gentleman  named  £ldriclge  would  travel  in 
his  waggon  on  the  fbrHowing  cfay,  and  that  it  ivould 
'  be  prudent   to  rob  him  before   he  got  far  from 
'town,  ais  he  would  have  with  hihi  a  very  consider- 
iablc  booty,     Drury  iisrened  eagerly  to  this  t^Ic, 
'  Jind  the  tktxt  day'robbdd  Mr.  Eldridfge  of  aHi"i- 
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ft€S|s.  ^8  he  took  monf  y  "only,  he  had  very  little 
apprehension  of  detection  ;  'but  another  travcUe;  in 
the  waggon  h^ppeijiing  to  know  him,  repaired  to 
London  and  gave  information  against  him  i  where- 
#pdnl9e  was  taken  into  custody,  ai^d  being  brous;ht 
to  trials  was  convicted  on  fulf  evidence.  After 
he  leceived  sentence  of  death,  his  behaviour^was 
consistent  ^Ith  h»s  unhappy  situation,  ^e  was  a 
regular  atten()aht  on  divine  worship*,  and  a  coi>» 
^ant  peruser  of  rcftgious  books:  but  at  the  same 
.^inie  he  'did  every  thing  in  his  ^  power  to  procure  a 
'  respite  of  the  fatal  sentence/ '  Some  people  of  cori'- 
sequcnpe  exerted*  themselves  to  obtain  the  royal 
liiercy  for' Driiry,  v^uf' m  vain-^his  character  ancj. 
crime  militated  too  forcibly  against  himT  After 
conviction  he'^'cpeate^ly, wrote  (o  jiis  wife,  desiring 


effect*  This  her  unfeeling  indi (Terence  gave  hirn 
great  oneasiness*,  and  prevented  '  that  caimness'of 
disposition  which  a  proper  preparation  for 'his  ap* 

S'roaching  exit  required*  'I'wo  days  before  bis 
eatji  he  received  the  sacrament  with  every  mark  o]f 
real  cohttition.  On  the  evening  preceding  his  exe-. 
cution,  a  gentleman  sent  a  woman  to  encjuire  whalj 
declaration  he  would  make  respecting  the  Waegpn* 
erj'  to  whom' he  answered,  that  he  had  .no  idea  of 
'  commit  tTng  the  crime  till  King  proposed  it  to  him  ^ 
and  that' his  life  was  sacrificed  ip  consequence  of 
Eis  taking  that  advfce.  When  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, he  appeared  to  possess  flr^ore  courage  than 
he  had  done  bome  time  before.  ,  jle  again  decLarefL 
that  the  waggoner  had  seduced  him  to  commit  th« 
#aj>b«r7, 'aud  therefore  exhorted  aily</UDg  people. 
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to  avoid  bad  company.    He  suflFered  at  Tyburn, 
Nov.  9,  1761,  aged  «8. 

DUCE,  WILLIAM,  (rootPAD,)  was  a  na- 
tive of  Wolverhampton,  and  by  trade  a  buckle- 
isaker,  which  he  followed  some  time  in  London; 
but  being  imprii^oned  in  Newgate  for  debt,  he  there 
ni'tide 'Connections  which  greatiy  tended  to   corrupt 
his  morals.     He  was  no  sooner  at-  large  than  he 
commenceJ  f96tpad,  anJ^  in  company  with  ano- 
ther man,    robbed  a  gentleman  in   Chelsea-fields 
of  four  guineas:  after  this  he  connected   himself 
with  John  Dyer  and  James  Butler,  wi'h  whom  he 
committed  a  variety  of  robberies.    Their  plan  was 
to  go  out  together,  and  only'  one  to  attack  the 
partv  intended  to  be  robbed  $  but  to  give  a  signal 
tor  his  accomplices  to  come  up,  if  any' resistance 
should  be  made.     After  committing  several  depre- 
dations in  the  neighbourhood  of    London,  they 
Joined  In  a  scheme  with  four  other  villains  to  rob 
Lady  Chudieigh,  between  Hyde-park-corner  and 
Kensingtoti ;  but  her  }adyRhip*s  footman  shot  one 
of  the  gang,  named  Rice,  through  the  head,  which 
,  prevented  the  intencbed  robbery.      Becoming  too 
well  known  in  the  vicinity  of  London^  they  went 
on  the  Portsmouth  road,  where  they  not  only  stop- 
ped the  pa>fiengers,  but  even  proceeded  to  the  per- 
petratioi.  of  murder,  with  a  view  to  prevent  detec- 
tion '  Meeting  Mr,  Bunch,  a  farmer,  near  a  wood 
on  the  road  side,  they  robbed  him  of  hi»  money, 
and  then   diagjing  him  into  the  wood,' they  strip- 
ped him,  and  Diice  firing  at  him  with  a  pistol,  tha 
ball  lodged  in  his  mouth.  Supposing  the  man  dead, 
they  were  about  to  depart,  when  Mr.  Bunch  turn- 
ing, Butler  loaded  another  pistol,  in  order  to  dis- 
patch him,  on  which  he  begged  that  they  would 
•n  spare  his  life ;  bat  finding  that  they  entertain-  " 
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cd  pp  sentiments  of  compassion^  he  €wrte4  ?11  hij 
Istrerigth,  and  springing  on  fiis  legs,  ran  off,  an* 
^alar^raing  the  Inhabitants  of  an  adjacent  village,  Im- 
^ipediate  pursuit  was  made  alft^r  the  y  ilia  ins,  all  of 
,whom'vvei-e  apprehended,  except  Duce,  who  es-  , 
.  capedy  ?md  got  to  .iLondon,  ' JDarker,  Wade,'  and 
Meads,  three  o/ ^he  gang,  were  hanged  at^,\Vin- 
'cihester  j  biiit  Butler  was  sent  to  take  l^is  triar'at  tjie 
Cild  Bailev,  for  robbenes  (^ommiftci  in  the  cbuntV 
of  Midfflcsex,  and  was  acq liitted'^tbr  want  of  sijf- 
ficient  evidence.  Biice's  gang  was  exceedingly 
desperate,  -dn  the  road  to  Gravesend  they  stou- 
ped  four  gentlemen,  who,  refuilhg  to  be  robbed, 
.the  above-mentioned  Meads  shot  a  servant  wlio' air- 
tended  them  in  the  breast,  so  that  he  diijd  in  a  few 
d?ys.  Disappointed  of  their  booty  5n  iHis  attempfr, 
^tfieir  passipns  were  so  irritated,'  that,'  mcfitlijg  a 
gentleman  on  horseback,  they  fired,  and' lia\fing 
*wouhde^"him  in  the  bedd  and  breast,  the  next  day 
.  hp  expired.  B^itler,  soon  after  his  arquittaj,  join- 
ed his  old  companions  j  and  D tree,'  Dyer,  and  he, 
inee.cjng\lvrr.  Holmes  near'  Buckin^ham-housfi 
irobbcd  him  of  his  money,  hat,  and  handkerchief. 
,Qn  the  fallowing  evening  they  stopped  a  hatjkrley- 
.  icoacbman  near  Hapipstead,  and  robbed  him'of  ^s« 
after  the  coachman  had  told  them  that  the,  words 
f*  stan^  and  deliver"  were  ^sufHcient'  to'  hang  » 
nian.'  Jonathan  Wild  being  jnfonned  (^f  these  ro|b-  " 
beries,  caused  the  ofFenJers  to  be  apprel?cnde(1,  'at 
^  a  bouse  k^pt  by  Duce*s  sister.  \Dyer  having  been 
'admitted  an  evidence,  puce  and  Butler  were 
brought  to  tria|,  when  the  latter  pl^eaded  guilty  ; 
a.nid  the  former,  after  spending  some  time  in  deny- 
Ing  th^  robberies  of  MrV.Holmes  and  the  qoach* 
fiian,  for  which  he  was  indicted,' and  arraigning  ' 
ibe  CQudiict  oi  J^natban  'Wild',  v^is  found  guilty,, 
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and  both  of  them  received  ^(entence  of  ()eath.-« 
After  conviction,  their  behaviour  was  more  resigned 
and  'devout  than  could  have  been  expected  from 
men  whose  repeated  crimes  might  be  supposed ,  to 
have  hardened  their  hearts)  hut  the  terrors  of  death 
had  due  effect.'  Butler  was  a  Roman  Catholid, 
and  Duce  a  Protestant.  The  latter  was  urged  b^ 
the  ordinary  to  discover  the  names  of  some  of  his 
old  accomplices  §  hut  this  he  refund  to  do,  be- 
cause, he  said,  they  had  left  oflP  their  practices, 
and  now  lived  honest  lives.  A  few  moments  be- 
'  fore  they  were  launched  into  eternity,  Butler  de- 
clared that  the  circumstances  of  cruelty  with  which 
their  crimes  had  been  attended,  gave  him  more 
pain  than  the  thoughts  of  death  i  and  Duce  ac- 
knowledged the  enormity  of  his  offences^  and  beg- 
ged the  forgiveness  of  all  whom  he  had  injured.-— 
They  suffered  at  Tybusn,  August  14,  1723.  See 
Angibr,  Humphrey. 

DUELL,  WM.  (murderer,)  was  convicted 
of  occasioning  the  death  of  Sarah  Griffin,  at  Ac- 
,  ton, 'by  robbing  and  ravishing  her.  We  have  in- 
serted h}s  jiame  in  this  collection,  on  account  of 
the  following  singular  (ircumstanceawhich  suc- 
ceeded his  execurion.  Having  suffered  Nov  24, 
1740,  at  Tyburn,  with  Tho.  Clock,  Wro..Meers, 
Margery  Stanton,  and  Eleanor  Munoman,  (wHo 
had  been  convicted  of  several  burglaries  and  felo-' 
^  nies,)  his  body  was  brought  to  Surgeons*-hall  to  be 
anatomized  j  but  after  it  was  stripped  and  laid  on 
the  board,  and  one  of  the  servants  was  washing 
him  in  order  to  he  Cut,  he  perceived  life  in  him, 
and  found  his  breath  to  come  qnicker  and  quicker, 
on  which  a  surgeon  took  some  ounces  of  blood 
from  him :  in  two  hours  he  was  able  to  sir  up  in 
his  chair,  and  in  the  evening  was  again  committed 
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,    to  Newgate.  His  sentence  was  afterwaids  cban^ecl 
to  transportation. 

DUNCALF,  — r-.    Sec  Cooper,  JAM£S.^ 
PUNTAP, .    See  M'Nau^hton,  J,    , 


EASTERBY, .    See  Codlib,  Wm. 

EDMOND^ON.  MARY»  (murderer,)  was 
the  daughter  of  a  farmer  near  Leeds  in  Yorkshire, 
and  sent  id  reside  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Walker,  of 
Rotherhithe,  who  was  a  widow  lady,   and  with 
virhom  she  lived  two  years,  comporting  herself  in 
the  most  decent  manner,  and  regularly  attending 
the  duties  ot  religion.     A  lady  named  Toucher 
having  spent  the  evening  with  Mrjs.  Walker,  Mary 
Edmondson   lighted  her  across  the  street  on  her 
way  home ;  and  soon  after  her  return,  a  woman 
who  ciied  oysters  through  the  street,  observed  that 
the  door  was  open,  and  heard  the  girl  cry  out,— 
**  Help!    murder!   they  have  killed   m^  auntP* 
Edmondson  now  ran  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Qdell, 
wringing  her  hands,   and  bewailing  the  misfor- 
tune;    and  .the  neighbours  being   by   this  time  ' 
alarmed,  some  gentlemen  went  from  a  public  house 
where  they  had  spent  the   evening,   in  order  to 
enquire  into  the  affair.  They  found  Mrs.  Walker, 
with  her  throat  cut,  lying  on  her  right  side,  and 
her  head  near  a  table*,  which  was  covered  with 
linen.     One  of  the  gentlemen,  named  Hsklloway, 
said,  *•  t'his  is  very  strange-*I  know  not  what  to 
make  of  ir<^let  us  examine  the  girl.*'     Her  ac- 
count of.  the  matter  was,  that  four  men,  had  en- 
tered at  the  jback  door»  one  of  whom,  putting  his 
arms  round  her  aunt's  neCk,  another,  who  was  a 
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,tan  man,  dressed  ^'pjyj^Jf,fj)p/V^  .that  b^C  VQ«y  kill 
her  if  she  spoke   a  single  word.    '/V^.  ^QlIowajr» 
ebHerving,tHe  |;irrs  arjn  was  cut,  ajJqejl  }^er  how  it 
happened  i  to  which. >hp;-cpiied,  tKat  one  of '  the 
mcYi,  In  attempting  to  get  out,  had  jammed   it 
with  the  door:  but  tlallow ay,  judging  from  all 
appearances,  that  no  men  hkd  been  in  the  house, 
said  he  did  not  believe  her,  but  supposed  she  was 
the  murder<^r  of  her  aunt.     On  this^sl^t  ^eU  ii^to  a 
fit,  and,   being  jicmoved  to  a  neighbour's,  house, 
was  blooded  by  a  surgeon, 'ai^  continued  there  tUt 
the  following  day,  when  ,the  coroner's   inquest  sat 
on   the  bo  iy,  and  brougrjit  in  a  verdict  of  wilful 
murder,  whereupon   she  was  comnaitted  to  pris6ii* 
Mis.  Walker's  cxtcutors,   anxious  to  cliscover  the 
truth,  caused  the  house  to  Ve  dilij§;ently  searched, 
and  found  that  a  varjety  of  things  which   Mary 
E^Jq^ondson  had  said  ^ere<  stolen,  were  not  mis- 
sing^  nor  couid  they  discover  that  any  thing  was 
loSr.*     Mrs.  Wklker's  watch,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, which  she  .»^aid  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
.jpurderers,'  were  found  under  the  floor  pf  thepiiyy. 
Being  committed  to  the^new  gaol,  Souihwark,  she 
remained  there  till  the  next  assizes  for  Surry,  when 
she  was  tried  at  King'^tori^,  and  coiivicted  on  evi- 
dence which,  though  acknowlecfged  to  be  circum- 
stantial, ,was  such'  as,  in  the  geiieral  opinion,  ad- 
mitted little  doubt  of  her  gujit.     Jjlie  made  a  de- 
fence, indeed,  but  not  sufficiently  probable  to  have 
any  weight,    Beirig  condemned  pn  Saturday,  to  be- 
executed  on  the  Monday  following,  she  was  lodg- 
ed in  the  prison  af  Kingston,  whence  she  wrote  to 
her  parents,. most  solenmly  avowir^  \jer  innocence. 
She  likewise  begged  tharth^.  no  mister  qf  tbeijarish  . 
would   preach  a,  sermon   0ti  th^  occasion  ^f  h^er 
d^th,    She  4«i?ei{edTicr  innoctncc  pn  t^ie. Sunday ; 
''    .     '  '•       ' '  *      " '.  'whin 
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i^hf  n  she  w<as  visited  by  a  clergyman^  and  several 
ethrr  people  j  yet  was  her  behaviour  devout,  and 
apparently  sincere.  Being  taken  out  of  prison  on ' 
the  Monday  raorningt  she  got  into  a  post-chaise' 
with  the  keeper,  and  arriving  at  the  Peacock  in 
Kennington-lane  ajbout  nine  o^clock,  there  drank 
a  glass  of  wine,  and  then,  being  put  into  a  cart* 
was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  she 
t>ehaved  devotrffly,  and  made  the  following  address 
to  the  aiirrounding  multitude : — **  It  is  now  too 
late  to  trifle  either  with  God  or  roan.  I  solemnly 
declare  that  I  am  innocent  of  the  crime  laid  to  my 
charge.  I  am  very  easy  in  my  mind,  as  I  suffer 
with  as  much  pleasure  as  if  I  was  going  to  sleep. 
I  freely  forgive  my  prosecutors,  and  earnestly  beg 
j^our  prayers  for  my  departing  soul."  She  suffer- 
ed on  Kennington  Common*  April  1,  1759*  ^^^ 
body  was  conveyed  to  $t.Thomas*8  Hospital,  S9uth^ 
wark,  and  there  dissected^ 

ELBY,  WILLfAM,  ^murderer,  Sec)  was 
born  in  the  year  1673,  at  Deptford  in  Kent,  and 
served  his  time  with  a  block-maker  at  Rotherhithe, 
during  which  he  became  acquainted  with  some  wo- 
men of  ill-fame.  After  the  term  of  his  apprentice- 
ship was  expired,  he  kept  company  with  young  fel- 
lows of  such  bad  character,  that  he  found  it  neces* 
'  sary  to  enter  on  board  a  ship  to  prevent  worse  Con- 
sequences. Having  returned  from  sea,  he  enlisted  as 
a  soldier ;  but  while  in  this  situation  he  committed 
many  small  ehefts,  in  order  to  .^^upport  the  women 
with  whom  he  was  connected.  At  length  he  de- 
serted from  the  army,  assumed  a  new  name,  and 
prevailed  on  some  of  bis  companions  to  engage  in 
house-breaking.  Detection  soon  terminated  his 
career  j  and  he  was  indicted  for  robbing  the  house 
of  ■■  ■  Barry,  Esq.  of  FulUIUD,  and  muidering 
/  bi« 
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^is  gardener.  Elby,  it  seems,  having  determined  on 
robbing  th<  liousc,  arrive^  at  Fulham  soon  after 
midnight,  and  had  wrenched  open  brie  of  the  win-- 
dow%,  at  which  he  was  getting  in,  when  the  gardener 
awaking,  came  down  to ^J>t event  the  intended  rob- 
bery.    As  the  gardener  had  a  light  in  his  )»anU, 

.  Elby,  terrified  lest  he  should  be  known,  seized  A 
knife,  and  stabbed  liim  to  the  heaiit,  of  whicH 
Wound  the  poor  man  fell  d^ead  at  His  feet.  This 
clone,  he  broke  open  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  stole 
Abortt  two iiundred  anif  fif(y  pounds^  witlp  which  he 
immediately  repaired  to  his  ' assoitra'tes  in  tondoh. 
'i'bougji  this  man,  naturally  inclined  |o  gaietyt 
dressed"  in  a  stile  nliuch  above  people  o^f  his  profess, 
iion,  yet  being  at  this  juncture  ?n  pbssessioti  of  '^  ' 
greater  sum  ai  money  than  usual,  those' who  knev^ 
Him.  suspected  that  \t  could  nojt-haVe  been  bonestly 
obtained  j  and  as  every  oqe  was  now  talking  of  the 
horrid  murcier  that  <ud  been  committed  at  Fuldam, 
the  idea  imniediately  occurred  th^t  it  had  beeii 
perpetrafe4  by  6lBy,  pafticularly  as  he  began  to 
•bound  in  c^^h  at  this  critical  juncture.  *^E)by  now 
lised  to  frequent  a  public-house  in  the  Strand', 
Tvhere,  being  casually  in  cpnipany,  thcrSbbety  and 
murder  at  Fulham  became  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion. Hereupon  piby  turned  pale,  and  seeing  one 
'  of  the  company  go  out  of  the  room^  lie  was  so  terri- 
fied, that  he  immediately  ran  out  of  the  house  with- 
out paying  the  reckpning.     Soon' after  he  was  gone 

^  a  person  called  for^bim  5  but  as  hfc  was  not  tnerc, 
lie  said  he  woul4  go  )to  his  lodgings.  The  landlord^ 
enraged  th^t  the  reckoning  had  not  been  paill,  de, 
manded  wher.e  he  lived,  which  b«J»ng  told,  and  re- 
marked by  the  person  who  called,  he  was*  taken  into 
Custody  the  next  day,  ^nd  committed  on  suspjcloii 
of  the  robbery  and  oiurdjer.  dn  ^is  tf ial  he^eadJfy 
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4enic^  tlie*perjiettatJOn  6f  tH*e/:nfties  ^hti  wMch 
he  was  ch?irge(U  ajiA  fcis  coiivictiofi  would  have 
been  very  dou^jtful,  had  not  a  woman,  wfth  tvhorn 
lie  cohabited,  become  an  evidfenee,  and  swore  thait 
he  cafoefromXu^h^  y^}"^  t^ie  tnon^j  the  mornmg 
kfter  the  commission^ of  the  fact.  Somebther  per- 
sons likewise  tteposed,  ttiat't^i^y  saw  him  come  out 
of  Mr,  Barry's  hpuse  on  the  rftbrniti^  the  murdef 
aran  committed  j  but  as  they  did  not  kttow  what 
had  happened,  they  hid  chtfertained  no  suspicion  of 
him.  The  jury  deeming  fhls  circumstance  Wlfi- 
cient  conviction,  Elby  receivecl  sentence  of  de'aili, 
and  having  been  executed  at  Fulham  on  the  i  jt'h 
of  Sfeptember,  1704,  was  hunsj  in  chains  near  the 
"place  where  the  Crime  was  comitnitted. 
.  ITLXIOTT,  EDWARD.  See  WaltThaUi 
'Sl.acksj^  the. 

'■     EMMETT,  KOBERlr,  (ruAiTo'lR,)  6f  ahiosi 

.  j-'espectablc  Irish  family,  who,  Kith  his  brother,  Iftd 

Dcen*concerned  in  wickedly  ehdeavodng  to  subvert 

^thc  government  of  Ireland,  and   had  expended   n 

^Targff  sum  in  providing  arms  for  his  aWciateis:.   His 

^brofh«3;  had,  during  bur  last  war  with  Fraiice,  been 

i)i  custody  for  the  like  offence,  but  in  conse(][uencre 

[cff  becoming  an  e*irc  for  life,    government  Vv'^s 

pleased  to  forego  'S^Jvere  measures.     These  genllfi- 

men  had  an  ex^Ilent  educatibn,  and  were,  both  re- 

'novvn^d  for  ^foquence.     The  elder,   who  Wa?;   fbte 

banished  hrotber,  Was  in  London,  at  the  Temple, ' 

about  twenty-fiy'e years  ago,  anddfitihgulshed  him« 

self  at  Coach-maKers'  kail,  then  a  respectabre  (fe- 

batiiig  society.     He  found,  however,  a  rival,   in 

Mayna'rcJ ,  C.  Walker,    Esq.     (now  at  tbe  Irish 

Jijar)  '  both  -  liere.    and   m   a  'debatirrg  society  ^  in 

X^ttblm  I  in  consequence  of  ^hich  Nfr.  Bmmect,  Wy 

the 
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the  ad  vice  of  his  friends,  declined  any  further  con^ 
troversy.  .  These  gentlemen  would  certainly  have 
been  great  luminaries  at  the  bar»  had  not  that  IMl- 
in^  fiend,  disloyalty,  ecli(>sed  their  fame*  and  in* 
stigated  bright  talents  to  perpetrate  dark  deeds. 
Kobert  Emmett  was  tried  and  convicted  in  Dublin, 
before  Lord  Norburyand  a  respectable  jury,  Mon- 
day, September  19,  1803.  After  the  evidence,  the  . 
.  provincial  proclamation  was  read,  to  shew  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  insurrection,  and  the  resolution  proscribe 
ing  the  yeomuinry  and  other  loyal  subjects.    The 

griadner  desired  that  a  part  of  it  should  also  be  read 
y  which  it  was  decreed,  that  no  man  should  sufiFer 
death  by  court-martial,  but  for  mutiny^  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  provisional  government  should  be 
J^nown  :  it  was  read  accordingly.  The  proclama« 
tion  addressed  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  was  also 
read.  The  prisoner's  co^uiisel  accounted  for  the  in- 
timate knowledge  he  had  of  the  provisional  procia* 
snation,  by  saying  that  it  had  appeared  in  other 
publications.  The  following  papers  were  then 
read  :-^No.  I.  (found  in  his  lodgings  by  Major 
Sirr,)  was  nearly  as  follows : — **  It  may  seem 
strange  that  a  person  avowing  himself  to  be  an 
enemy  of  the  present  government,  and  engaged  in 
a  conspiracy  for  its  overthrow,  should  undertake  to 
suggest  a'n  opinion  on  its  conduct,  or  expect  that 
advice  from  such  a  quarter  should  be  received  with, 
attention.  The  writer  of  this,  however,  does  not 
mean  to  o^er  an  opinion  upon  a  point  in  which  he 
feels  difficulty — on  which  bis  candour  might  be 
iloubted ;  his  intention  is  to  conBne  himself  to 
points  on  which  be  feels  with  the  merciful,  and  as 
an  Irishman,  with  the  English  part  of  the  present 
government :  be  will  comniuiiicate  in  the  most  pre- 

,  cist 


BMMrrr,  301 

CISC  terms  the  line  of  coAduct  which  he  may  be 
hereafter  compelled  to  adopt  $  and  which,  however 
)Miinful»  would  be  doubly  so  if  he  did  not  try  to 
avoid  it  b^  the  most  explicit  notification.)  It  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  underdgned  to  do  more  than 
state  vvhat  the  government  must  acknowledge,  that 
of  the  conspiracy  it  knows  nothing ;  and  Tnstead  of 
creating  terrpr  in  its  enemies,  and  confidence  in  its 
friends,  it  will  serve  by  the  sicantiness  of  its  infor- 
mation  to  furnish  new  grounds  of  conviction  to 
those  who  are  too  ready  to  accuse  it  for  the  want 
of  that  intelligence  which  no  sagacity  could  enable 
it  to  obtain.  If,  then,  it  is  unable  by  a  display  of  * 
>  discoveries  to  evince  its  strength,  and  vigilance,  it 
cannot  hope  to  crush  the  conspiracy^ by  the  weight 
of  its  power.  It  is  only  now  that  men  have  to  learn 
that  entering  into  a  conspiracy  exposes  them  to  he 

hanged Can  it  hope  to  injure  the  body 

of  the  conspiracy,  so  imperceptibly  woven  as  the 
present,  by  merely  cutting  off  a  few  of  the  threads? 

No  system  can  change  the  conduct 

which  the  U.  I.  will  adopt  for  cfivcting  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  country •**  No.  II.  found  on  the 
priffoncr's  person. — V*  I  wish  particularly  to  know 
how  matters  stand,  if  you  are  not  afraid.  What 
hopes  there  are  from  abroad,  and '  what  they  meai^ 
to  do  ;  and  whether,  if  they  pay  us  a  visit,  we  shall 
not  be  worse  off. than  we  are  ?  .  ^  . .  .  ;  .  .  He  is 
very  desponding,  and  says  the  people  are  incapable 
of  redre!<s,  and  unworthy  of  liberty  j  that  he  is  con-  ' 
firmed  in  this  by  the  late  transaction,  which  must 
have  succeeded  but  for  their  barbarous  desertion 
and  want  of  unanimity.  He  thinks  that  the  inva- 
sion wilFtiottake  place  at  all,  but  that  it  is  the  plan  to 
Kear  down  the  English  by  the  expence  of  ^frequent 
a  o  preparation.** 


fVrcpa ration .''^  No.  IH.  fotm?!  in  t^e  le^lt  tii 
Thomhs- street.— **  MiaVe  hut  little  linl<i  toiQ^it 
it  tht  thcHisand  difficultits  between  tfte  aVtci  rht  com- 
pletion tjf  my  «sishes ;  that  they  would  stfccfced  I 
taye  ardent,  anti,  I  truit,  n-arional  liopesj  bat  if 
that  sliould  not  be  the  case,  1  thank  Oofl  for  baf- 
iftg  gifted  me  with  a  sangiilnt  disposition,  so  that 
i  run  from  refiection  ;  and  if  ray  hopes  are^itboat- 
rbundatjon — if  a  precipice  be  opening  Urtder  tn^ 
feet,  frorti  Which  duty  will  not  surfer  me  tn  depait, 
i  am  thankful  for  that  disposition  ^hicK  leads  mt 
6u  to  Jt,  and  hurls  me  doWii,  .while  itijr  eyes  are 
laised  to  thfe  visions  of  happir/^  \3vh\ch  my  fan^l" 
)ias  formed  !n  the  air.*'  No.  W.  wds  the  fnanu- 
ficript  of  the  Prodamntioh  of  the  Provuiounl  go^ 
Vernment,  found  in  rhe  desk  in  Thomas  ^reet.— 
When  Ihls  unfortunate  young  itian  Was  called  upon 
Jto  know  if  he  Had  an^  thing  to  ?ay  why  Kcnience 
i)f  death  should  not  be  passed  upon  hiiti,  he  ad- 
dressed the  court  a,nd  jury  nearly  in  the  following 
trrms :  .  * 

**  I  am  a^ked  Jf  'I  have  any  thing  *to  '^ay  w'hy 
"^etiUnce  of  death  should  not  be  pronounced  upoo 
me.  Was!  to  suffer  only  death,  after  being  ad- ' 
jtidg'ed  guilty,  I  should  bow  in'silejice;  but  a  man 
in  my  situation  has  not  only  to  combat  with  tlue 
difficulties  of  fortune,  but  also  the  d IfHr a] ties  of 
prejudice  i  the  sentcn-cc  of  the  law  vvltich  delivers 
over  his  body  to  the  executioner,  consigns  his-ch^- 
'racter  to  obloquy.  ^  The  man  dies  but  hfs  metnory 
•Hvcsj  and  that  mine  may  not  forfeit  all  claim  to'the 
Respect  of  my  countrymen,  I  u<^e  this  occasi(5n  to 
>irrdic«ite  tnyself  from  st3m«  of  the  charges  advanced 
'ii^inst'nle.  'I  am  char^ied  with  being  an  crtiii^sary 
'of  *FraTiCiip-'tis  false!    I  am  no  emi^Jsarjr-^I  did 
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V^  ^hh  tp  fW'Vf r  »p  -my  Country  to  9  foreign 

fDwcr,  gnd  least  oi'  ^11  jip  jprance.  No  J  never  dicl 
entertain  the  ideji  of  cstablibhing^  Ftench  power 
^y  Irclami — God  fovbid  I  Op  the  contrary y  it  is 
^yidtnt  jrom  the  inii p<| iictory  paragraph  of  the 
A(ldre$3  0f  the  prpvisional  gov^rntpgnt^'that  ey^ry 
iazatd  ^tte|\«nng  an  independent  effort  waj^-d?iKieii 
preferable  Jto  the  more  fatal  rl^)p  of  Introducing  a 
^tepch  ^rijiy  into  th?  country.  Small  would  ht 
«ur  claims  to  patriotism,  and  to  sens^,  amJ'palpaHQ 
^yf  a^fCtatjon  of  the  lovp  pf  liberty,  i/ we  were  tf> 
'f  ncQurage  the  proTajiation  gf  our  shores  by  a  people 
vhQ  9i"«  4aves  them  elves,  ;)n4  tb^  unprincipled  anc| 
^bwdp«if:4  iF\strt]ment.<i  qf  ipposing  slavery  oi^ 
©tberi^.  Jf  9Hch  an  infisreijce  be  dr?wn  from  anjf 
■^vx  of  t^^JJ,proplamatio^Jqi*  the  Provisional  Govern- 
«ptf)t,  it  caiunfipi^es  their  yi^vs,  an.d  is  not  vvarf 
i^BlRd  1>7  t^e  f^c^  I^QW  covld  they  speg)^  o-f  &eeV 
^■om  to^  .their  ^puptrynjep  ?  JHgvy  ^Ksynn^  sych  an 
f^ajtri^  H^otive,  }ind  |iiei;lit^tc  the  intrgtJvPt^'iQn  of  ^ 
|^>ye;r  <iy\^i^h  ha^  beep  the  enprpy  pf  freedom  ii> 
rvcry  pa>t  of  tl^e  glcvbe  ?  l^eviewipg  the  conduct  of 
tr^rn^  to  other  Countries,  could  we  expect  better 
towards  us  ?  Ng  i  X'Ct  not,  tbej>,  fny  man  attaint 
xoy/BJeipory  J)y  believing  that  J  couldiiave  hopeq 
freedom  tluou^gl>  the  aid  of  France,  and  beiraye^ 
t\\e  ;>acred  c^tj>5c  pf-liberty  by  committing  it  to  thf 

fovv^r  pf  hrr  most  iletermi^^ed  foe  :  had  1  dope  so^ 
had  iiot  c^e^erv^^  to  live  j  and  dying  vvith  such  a 
veiglit  u,j>on  {ny  character,  J  haq  merited  ihe 
lK)n«fi»t*  ejieeystion  of  thaj  Qoyntry  which  gave  me 
jnith,  ffcnd  to  which  I  ^woujd  havf  given  ireedom» 
}J.ad  I  been  in  Switjjtjrl^nd,  I  would  h^ve  i^ygh^ 
against  the  Frtneh — in  the  dignity  of  freedcjin,  jj 
ww^Id  jhav.e  .expired  9P  th^"  thrt;al>oW  qf  i)^^  io\\p* 
♦ » ^    X        *'       •  '      ^^f> 
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'  try,  and  they  should  bare  entered  it  only  by  passiii^ 
'  over  my  lifeless  corpse.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  supposed* 
that  I  would  be  slow  to  make  the  same  ^crifioe  to 
my  native  land?  Am  !»  who^ lived  but  to  be  of 
service  to  mf  country^  apd  who  would  subject  my- 
self to  the  bondage  of  the  grave  to  give  her  inde- 
pendence—am I  to  be  loaulcd  with  the  foul  and 
crievous  calumny  of  being  an  emissary  of  France  ? 
My  lords,  it  may  be  part  of  the  system  of  angry 
justice  to  bow  a  man*s  mind  by  humiliation  to  meet 
the  ignomin)!^  of  the  scafFoId ;  but  worse  to  me  than 
the  scaffbld*8  shame,  or  the  sca(Fold*s  terrors,  would 
be  the  imputation  of  having  been  the  agent  of 
French  despotism  and  ambition }  and  while  I  hayc 
breath,  I  will  call  upon  my  countrymen  not  to-  be- 
lieve me  guilty  of  so  foul  a  crime  against  their  li- 
berties anil  their  happiness.  Though  you,  my 
lord,  sit'there  a  judge,  and  I  stand  h^re  ft  culprity 
yet  you  are  but  a  man,  and  I  am  another ;  I  navp 
a  right  therefore  to  vindicate  my  character  iand  mo- 
tives from  the  Aspersions  of  calumny ;  and  as  a  man 
to  whom  fame  is  dearer  than  life,  I  will  make  the 
last  use  of  that  life  in  rescuing  my  name  and  my 
memor/  from  the  afflicting  imputation  of  having 
been  an  emissary  of  France,  or  seeking  her  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  regulation  ,of  her  affairs* 
Did  I  live  to  see  a  French  army  approach  this  coun- 
try, I  would  *meet  it  on  the  shore  with  a  torch  in  ^ 
one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  otber— >I  would  .re- 
ceive them  with  all  the  destruction  of  war  1  I  would 
animate  my  countrymen  to  immolate  them  in  their 
Very  boats;  and  before  bur  native  soil  should  be 
polluted  by  a  foreign  i'oi:,  If  they  succeeded  in  land- 
ing, I  would  burn  every  bla^de  of  grass  before  them, 
mt  cnry  hou!«»  contend  tp  the  last  for  cvcryinch 
'  of 
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^ir  (^9nD<}^  and  the  last  9pot  pn  which  the  h^^se  of 
irecdom  should  desert  me,  that  &pot^I  woufif'make 
jp>y  g.raye  !  What  I  cannot  do,  ^i  leave  a  legacfr  to 
^||]jy,^j>untry,  becaus^J  -f eel  corviCious  that  my  death 
^iiXJ;  jinj>iqfi table,  ami  all  hopes  of  lU>crty  ejttinct, 
ibp^mo.meiit  a  French  ^rmy  obtained  a  fooling  in 
Itliis  laml."  After  some  further  matter,  he  cgn- 
^chutied  thus:  «  My  lamp  of  life  is  nearly  ei- 
j|)'M^i— rrny  race  ts  finished;  the  grave  ppehs  to  re- 
.ceive  me,  and  I  s!i\k  info  its  bosom.  All  I  request 
tb^n,  at  jp^arfing  from  the  woild,  is  the  charity  of 
its  silence.  .Let  no  tnan  write  my  epitaph,  for  as 
;no"nian  who  knpwsmy  motiVesdare  vindicate  tliemy 
Jet  not  firejudicc  or ignc«rauce asperse  them;  let  them 
.^pd  rT>e  repose  in  obscurity  and  peace,. and  my  tomb 
jemain  unde^cnt^ed,  till  other  tinges  and  other  i»ea 
can  do  justice  to  my  character. "- 

The  foregoing  is  a  .faitlifnl  report  of  th's  unforv 
tnnate  young  mane's  exculpation  of  hirtistlf  from 
tlje  charge  of  co  operating  With  the  French  in  any 
design  to  invade  this  cduntry ;  and  whet«)er  volun- 

liary  or  involuntary,  it  is  an  evidence  against  the 
^har^cttfr  of -the  common  enemy,*  which,  ^oming 
frou)  suchnuiborlty,  ought,  and  ^.e  trui»t  will  have 
the  ,mt)8t  salutary  effect  upon  all^who  may  have  par- 
ticipated in' his  principles  or  his  treasons.  Whe- 
ther the  sincere  conviction  of  his  mind,  or  the  Im-- 
position  of  pride,  anxious  to  resciie  his  memory  fiom 
tlie  foul  shanle  of  having  spught  to  deliver  his  coun- 
try «p  to  a  foreign  and  a  cruel  enemy,  he  is  enti- 

'  tied  .to  eqtial  credit,  and  if  any  thing  were  inscribed 

ton  his  tomb  n^o.st  honorable  ^o  himstlf,  and  atoning 

to  his  country,  it  is  the  character  which  he  has  given 

of  tjic  artUiVe  to  the  peace  fmdjihe^tyot  qaapkind. 

»  D  ^  Tlie 
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«— The  court  listened  to  him  with  a  great  deal  ^  of 
patience,  and  although  indignation  was  visible  in 
the  countenance  of  every  person  in  court,  at  this 
public  avowal  of  his  guilti  yet  not  a  murmur  was 
neard.  I*ord  Norbury,  after  a  salutary  remon- 
strance to  the  prisoner,  and  paying  a  handsome  coni- 
pliment  to  some  of  the  respectable  members  of  the 
family  to  which  he  belonged,  pronouhced  the 
awful  sentence  of  the  law  in  ca^es  of  High 
Treason.— Mr.  Emmett,  after  his'  trial,  was 
taken  to  Newgate,  where  dinner  had  been  pre- 
pared fot  him.  He  there  requested,  to  see  one  of 
the  gentle'men  who  were  engaged  in  his  defence. 
To  him,  it  is  generally  rumoured,  he  made  a  full 
disclosure  of  all  the  means  be  had  iised  to  elFectthe 
late  insurrection,  and  authorized  him  to  make  it 
known  to  government.  He  declared  himself  the 
chief  mover  and  instigator  of  that  attempt  to  eifect 
a  revolution,  t^nd  solemnly  denied  having  any  assQ» 
ciates  in  this  country  of  either  property  or  respecta* 
bility.  He  accounted  for  the  expences  incurred  in 
preparations  for  rebellion,  by  staling  that  be  |iad 
received  on  the  death  of  his  father  S500I.  and  that' 
he  hat!  expehded  of  that  sum  1500I.  in  purchasing 
the  arms  found  in  the  depot  in  Marshelsea-lane. 
He  also  denied  having  solicitt:Ld  or  received  any 
assistance  from  the  French  government,  and  pro- 
tested,  were  this  country  invaded  by  Frenchmen^ 
from  his  information  of  their  principles  and  conduct 
whereyer  they  went,  that  he  would  be  one  of  the 
most  zealous  in  the  expulsion  of  such  treacherou;:, 
rapacious,  and  sanguinary  miscreants.  At  the 
place  of  execution  he  expressed  the  same  senii- 
ments. 
EVANS,  DA  VIP.    See  GRiFfiTHs,^  Wm.'  , 
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EVERETT,  JOHN,  (4iiGHWArMAN,>  was  a 
tpative  of  Hitchin,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  had  heeti 
vft)\  ejucatedy  his  father  possessing  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.      He  was  apprenticed  to  a 

'  salesmail ;  hut  running  away  from  his.  master,  he 
entered  into  the  army,  and  served  in  Flanders, 
where  he  behav<^d  so  well  that  he  wi^s  promoted  to 
th^  rank  of  Serjeant.  On  the  return  of  his  regiment 
to  England,  he  purchased  his  discharge,  and  re- 
pairing to  London,  bought  the  pl^ce  of  anr  officer 
in  Whitechapel  Court,  in  which  he  continued  about 
htvtn  years,  but  having  given  liberty  to  some  per- 
•  son^  whom  he  had  arrested,  one  Charle^worthy  a 
solicitor  of  that  court,^caused  him  to  be  discharged, 
and  then  surd  him  for  the  amount  of  the  debts  of 
the  parties  whom  his  inconsiderate  guod-nature  had 
liberated*  To  evade  imprisonmenr,  Everett  enlisted 
in  Lord  Albemirlc^s  company  of  foot-guards  {  soon 
after  his  engaging  in  the  army,  he  fell  into  company 
with  Richard  Bird,  with  whom  he  had  been  f<^r- 
meily  acquainted.  This  Bird  hinted  that  great  ad- 
vantages 4night  be  acquired  in  a  particular  way,  if 
Everett  could  be  trusted  }  and  the  latter,  anxious 
to  know  whaf  the  plan  was,  learnt  that  it  was  to  gp 
on  the  road  ^  on  which  an  agreement  was  immedi- 
ately concluded.  Hereupon  they  set  out  on  their 
eJipedition,  and  robbed  several  stages  in,  the  coiiii- 
ties  a()jaccnt  to  I.ondon,   from  which   they  ob- 

'  tatned  Considerable  bqoty;  in  jewels,  money,  apd 
valuable  effects.  Thus  successful  iu  their  first  ex- 
ploit*, they  went  to  Hounslow^Hejth,  where  they 
stopped  two  military  officers,  who  .were  attetided 
by  servants  armed  with  blunderbusses  ^  but  they 
obliged. them  to  submit,  and  robbed  them  of  thehr 
money  and  watches :  the  watches  were  afterwards 
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If ft»  <iabdrding  tO'tif^emem,  atia-coffte -House  «car 
Cliarifig  Cro&s,  and  the  ihMves  «Q<eive(i  iweHtf 
iguineas  for  retitoring  ^ein.  Sopn  ^fttr  tbey  $to]i- 
'))ed  a  g«iTtieman  in  an  ppen  tftuiise  ne»r  JBpsom. 
The  .gentleman  drew  his  s«irord«  and  made  »e^nil 
passes  at  them  $  yel  rbcy  ribbed  bin  of  his.watoh, 
two  guineas,  hU  sword,  aiMl  tome  writings}  bur 
they  returned  the  writings  at  the  eainest  request  of 
the  injured  party.  They  also  made  a  practice  of 
■robbing  tbe  butchers  and  h^i;W:csoni£pping  Foi^st^ 
on  their  w/iy  to  London.  One  of  these  robberies 
was  singular.     Meeting  with  aii  old  wQn\»n9  a  big- 

K  Jer,  rliey  seaklied  the  lining  of  a  high-crowned  hat, 
which  she  said  bad  been  iier  mother^s,  in  which 
they  found  above  three  pounds  4,  but  returned"  her 
bat.  Soon  after  this  tlicy  stopped  ax  coach  on 
Koiinslow' Heath,  in^whioh  were  two  quakers,  who 
calling  them  sons  of  wUnce^  jumped  out  of  the 
'•poach  to  oppose  them;  but  ih«ir  .feHow-traveUecs 
making  no  resistance,  and  begging  them  to.^ubmit, 
all  the  parties  were  rolled  of  their  .money.  .Eve- 
rett remarking  that  one  of  the  ijuakers'woiie  a  re- 
markable good  wig,  snatched  it  from  his  head,  aiid 
gave  him  hi  Return  Sti  old  black  tye,  which  he  had 
purchased  tor'lialf  a.  crown^of  a  Chelsea  pemvioneit 
Thiy  Budden  metamorphose  catJ'ed  great  mirth 
a-raong*  Ihe  other  company  in  the  coadi.  About 
ten  days  after  this-,  he  and  hts  companion  wajked  to 
'Hiliingdon  Coimnon,  where,  seeing  two .goiHlemcn 
on  horseback,  Everett  stepped  the  fotem^t,  and 
Bird  the  other,  and  robbed  them  of'  upwards  ^f 
thrcic  guir.eas  and  their  gold  watches $i:fhcy. then  cut 
th'e  girths  of  the  saddle,  ai^d  secured  the  bridle,  to 
ppvent  a  pursuit.  They  now  'hastened  to  Brcnt- 
tord,  where,  diiderstauding  tliat.thoy  were  followed, 
*fHy  got  ipto'thf  ferry  to  wross  the  jThaaiesj  and 
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when  they  were  three  *  parts  OYer,  so  thit  the  river 
was  fordable,  they  gave  the  ferrymen  ten  shillings 
and  obliged  them  to  throw  their  oars  into  the  river. 
They  then  jumped  overboard,  and  got  on  shore, 
while  the  spectators  thought  it  was  only  a  drunken 
^olic,  and  the  robbers  got  safe  to  X«ondon.  Some 
time  after  this,  Everett  was  convicted  of  an  attempt 
to  commit  a  roBbery  on  the  highway,  forwhi<;h  he 
^as  sentenced  to  three  years  imprisonment  in  New, 
Prison,  Clerkcnweli.  After  some  time,  he  was  em- 
ployed to  act  here  as  turnkey,  and  bis  conduct  ' 
meeting  with  approbation,  he  remained  in  that 
•ration  after  the  term  of  his  imprisonment  was  ex* 
'  vired;  but  the  keeper  dying,  he  took  a  pubiic- 
iMMise  in  Turnmill-street.  He  had  not  been  long 
in  this  station,  when  the  new  keeper  who  had  been 
appointed  frequently  called  on  him,  and  made  him 
advantageous  offers,  on'the  condition'of  his  re-a$^ 
.turning  the  office  of^  turnkey.^  This  he,  did  i  but 
Avben  Everett  had  perfectly  instructed  him  in  the 
management  of  the  prison,  he  dismissed  him,  with-; 
oot  'assigning  any  reason  for  so  ungeneroys  a  con- 
duct. Everett  being  now  greatly  in  dfbt,  and 
consequently  obliged  to  remove  within  the  rules  of 
the  Fleet  Prison,  rook  a  public- bouse  in  the  Old 
JBailey.  After  which  he  took  the  Cock  alehouse 
in  the  sanw  street,  which  he  kept  three  years  with 
reputation,  when  the  warden  of  the  Fiftet  persuaded 
ihim  to  keep  the  tap- house'  of  tbo  stud  prison. 
"  IVhile  in  this  station,  he  was  changed  with  being 
concerned  vpith  the  keeper  in  some  mal  practices, 
for  which  the  House'  of  Commons  ordered  him  to 
be  confined  in  Newgate  $  but  he  obtained  his  li- 
berty at  the  end  of  the  tessions,  as  no  bill  had  been 
found  agai'St  him.  During  his  confiAemtnt,  his 
lirewcr  s^i^cd  hi&  stock  of  beer,  to  the  amount  of 

ahov^ 


mhmre  300!.  wiiicli  rodveed  hiiii  te  £treu«tftti|CaB 
of  threat  dtstrcs*  {  but  ht.  «ven  now  fesoived  on  a 
life  of  indoser^r,   if  he  oould  btvc  got  emplojrk- 
menr,  but  his  cliar»ictcr  wai  s|ich  thjit  00  f^son 
would  engage  him.     TliiiB(iistretfted»  heooce  more 
equipped  himself  for  the  higkMray,  with  a  yiew»  as 
he  sokinnlf  declared  after  eeatence  of  deatht  to 
raiiie  oi>iy  (ii'iy  |)eunds,  as  hra  brewer  vtroMid  Have 
given  him  credit  H  Ite  couU  ba^re  poMciiaed  himself 
of  tbnt  avin.      Having  stopped  a  coacb  on  the 
tiampstead  road,  in  which  wcre.a  lady,,  her  daugk- 
tttf  a>nd  a  c^hild  about  five  yean  c^d,  the  d^tid  was 
«o  terriHed  at'bia  presenting  a  pistol,  that  be  witih* 
<lrew  k  at  tibc  iv<]ue«t  of  che  iady,  who  gave  him  91 
ydine^  and  eomc  eilvar;   and  though  he  obterv^d 
•he  Ivad  a  watch  and  4ome  gold  rings«^  ice,  l^  did 
«K)t  demand  tbem.    Sotoe  oompany  riding  iif.  he 
was4bHowed«o.ihe  end  of  LeatkerlanC)  wherfihe 
«M>ded  the  pursuit  by  turaing  imoHatton  garden^ 
and  going  into  the  Globe  tavern.     Here  lie  calJed 
#or  wine,  and  while  he  was  drinking  he  aaw  bis 
pursuers  pass,  on  which  he  paid  his  reckoning,  and 
•lipped  .into  a  public  house  in  Holborn,  u'here  he 
again  saw  them  p^fs.    Tb  in  king  himself  safe,  ht 
remained   here  a   considerable   time.      When  be 
thought  the  puRttit  was  oyer,  he  called  a  coach  at 
the 'end  of  Brook  ttreet^  amd  drivi  ig  to  Honey  lane 
tnarket,   purch^td  a  duck'' fox  hiAupper,  and  a 
turkey  for  bis  Christmas  dinner  $  be  then  went  to 
bis  lodging  in  Newgate-market.     On  the  tfotlo'wing 
day,  one  Whitaker  (called  the  boxing  drover)  cir- 
culated a  report  that  £veretthad  eommitteda  high* 
way  robbery  ;  on  which  the  latter  loaded  a  braca 
9f  ^istuls„  and  vowed  he  would  «be  revenged.     He 
M-ent  to  I's4ingt€)n  in  search'of  AVhitaktrr,  and  vi«t- 
"1  several  |>ublic-biniat;s  which  he  used  to  trequeot, 

but 
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hm  not  meeting  wkli  hirn,  the  pefpetratlon  of  mw* 
«ler  wa$  happi^   prevented*      A   m>i«ifm  in   tbt 
ftteighboorhood  of  Newgart^. market  having  biitiei^  ' 
htr  htib'baiid,  i?ho  had  Jcft  iwr  enough  to  Btippoci; 
lierself  and  cMWhPn  with  decency  5    Evereft  re- 
Iieatedly  visited  the  widew,   was  received  wirh"  tOi* 
^eaft  m«lrks  of  esteem^  and  assisted, her  in  thedis* 
sipation  of  that  money  Miicli  should  haVe  ppOvided 
for  her  family.     The  widow's  son,  JraJoos  of  tl|« 
connection,  remottjiffated  with  hiis  mfjrther  on  the 
impropriety  of  her  conduct,  and  toW  her.  it  would 
end  in  hf^r  r\iin.     This  made  Everett  andiierjnpfe 
Cautious  in  their  meetings  5   Iwit  the  son  watdhe^i 
them  with  the  utmost  degree  of  Tigilancd'and'cin^' 
tumspcction.     Having  one  evening  observed  th«m 
g<>  into  a  tavern,  he  provided  himself  with  ft  large 
aad  sharp  knife,  and  entering  the  room  where  thej^ 
were  sitting,  swore  he  would  stab  Everett  to  the 
heart;  but  the  letter,  by  superiority  of  Wfength,, 
Hisarmed  him.     The'young  fellow  was  at  fengtii 
^ersiifaded  to  sit  dovyn,  when  Everett  assured  hlAl 
that  he  entertained  the  utmost  respect  hothfdr  him* 
self  and  his  mother;  but  thje  youth  iinswcred,  that 
be  was  a  liar,  and  the  mutual  desttutfion  both^of  ^ ' 
mother   and  children  must  follow  tirefr  unlawiuf 
connection.     As  the  lad  grew  warm,  Everett  affect- 
ed "gttkt  coolness  and  good-hunrour,  au4  fonsi* 
^tita  how  he  m?ght  most  readily  get  rid  of  50  nin- 
WelConie  a  guest ;  as  he  was  unwyirng^so  soon  to 
|Jiift  lyith  the  widow.     At  length  he  determined  to 
make  the  yoiing  Fellow  drunk,  and  plied  him  with 
strch  a, quantity  of  .Hqiior  that^he  fell,  fast  arfeep,  in       I 
fvhich  condition  he  was  left,  whHe  thti^ther  partir-ft      i 
a^otirned  to  a  distaifit  tavern,  where  they  renfaincd      I 
ti  U  momingi  wlicu  Everett  borrowed  seveti  guineas      1 
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of  the  widow,  undf  r  pretence  of  paying  her  in  a 
week.  Not  long  after  this  Everett  was  married  'to 
this  very  widow  at  Stepney  church,  by  wliich  h« 
came  into  possecs^ion  or  money  and  plate  to  aeons i 
derable  amount^  and  might  have  lived  happily  with 
her  if  he  would  have  taken  her  'advice  i  but  the 
extravagance  of  his  disposition  led  to  bis  ruin. 
When  he  was  in  very  low  circumstances  he  casually 
met  his  old  accomplice  Bird,  and  joined  with^him 
in  the  commission  of  a  robbery  in  Essex,  they  wetc 
both  taken,  and  lodged  in  Chelmsford  gaol,  but 
Everett  having  turned  evidence,  the  other  was  con- 
victed and  executed.  As  soon  as  he  had  obtained 
hh  liberty,  he  committed  heveral  robberies  in  the 
nrighbourbood  of  London,  the  last  of  which  waa 
on  a  lady  named  Ellis',  whom  he  stopped  near  !«•  ' 
iington  {  but  being  taken  into  custody  on  the  fol*  ■ 
lowing  day,  he  was  tried,  and  capitally  convicted. 
He  had  been  mairied  to  three  wives,  who  all  visited 
him  af^er  sentence  of  death.  He  was  likewise 
visited  by  the  son  of  the  widow^  but  recollecting 
what  had  formerly  passed  between  them,  Everett 
would  ha,ve  stabbed  him  with  a  pen-knife,  butwaa 
prevented  by  one  of  hib  wives ;  for  which  interpo- 
sition heafterwamis  expressed  the  greatest  happiness* 
■What  gave  him  most  urteasiness  was  the  crime  of 
perjury,  of  whicl^  he  had  been  guilty;  with  a  view 
to  take  away  the  life  of  an  innocent  man.— -One 
Picket,- a  cooper,  having  affronted  him,  he  swore  a 
robbery  against  him,  but  the  jury  not  being  satis- 
fied with  the  evidence,  the  man  was  fortunately 
acquitted.  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  then  minister  of 
St.  Sepulchre's  chujch,  attended  the  prisoner  while  . 
under  sentence  of  death,-  and  kindly  exerted  him- 
Kjf  to  convi|)ce  him  of  the  atrocious  nature  of  his 

offences ; 
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offences  }^but  the  mimber  of  people  who  visited 
him  from  motives  6f  curiosity,  took  off  his  atten* 
tion  from  bis  more  important  duties.  However^ 
he  became  at  times  serious,  and  would  then  advise 
his  brethren  in  affliction  to  prepare  for  that  death 
which  now  appeared  unavoidable.  The  gaol  dis- 
tenrper  leaving  ^seized  him  while  In  Newgate,  a 
false  report  was  propagated' that  Jie  had  poisoned 
himself.  He  wrote  letters  to  some  of  his  acqt^aint^ 
ance,  begging  they  would  take  warning  by  his  un- 
happy fate,  and  avoid  those  steps  which  led  him 
to  his  ruin.    He  suffered  at  Tyburn,  February  20, 

EVERETT,  JOHN,  (felon,)  was  probably 
related  to  the  preceding,  being  also  a  native  of 
Hertfordshire,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  baker :  after  which  he  conuected  himself  with 
a  gang  of  notorious  gamblers,  and  other  dissolute 
wretches,  in  conjunction  with  whom  he  perpetrated 
a  great  number  of  villanies,  and  for  several  years 
escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  law.  By  persuasions 
and  th^  promise  of  a  sum  of  money,  he  and  a  man 
named  Wright*  induced  a  young  woman  to  exhi- 
bit a  charge  of  felony  against  two  innocent  men, 
who  were  put  on  their  trial,  but  h^ippily  acquit- 
ted, as  the  perjured  evidence  was  not  able  to  au- 
thenticate her  accusation.  In  revenge  for  their 
failing  to  supply  the  girl  with  the  money  they  had 
promised »  she  lodged  an  information  against  Eve- 
rett and  Wright,  who  weie  in  consequence  indict- 
ed for  subornation  of  perjury,  and  sentenced  to 
stand  in  the  pillory  at  the  end  of  Chancery  lane, 
where  thty  received  yery  severe  treatment  from  the ' 
populace.  Soon  after  this  punishment,  Everett 
was  tried  at  HkkVhali,  and  sentenced  again  to 
ft  B  staled 
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Maud  ID  the  ptUory»  fw  havinff  fi^clulelitly  ob^ 
tainad  K  ttiiftjr-MX  shitting  pUce.     He  was  a^cr- 
wards  eonvlctod  of  luiving  ciipuhted   counterCek  . 
Portugal  coin,  and  orH&red  to  k^  imprisoned  two 
ysars  in  Newgate.   Doring  bis  conSneaacnt  a  com- 
pany Qi  gpsntJe'men  weiu  to  Newgate  to  visit  a  crl- 
tninal,  aiid  in  a  short  time  dibcovered  they  had 
•lieea  fobhcd  of  their  handkerchiefs.    The  cir'cum- 
stance  being  mentioniad  to  Everett,  h«  prcttnded 
to  be  much  i^trpriscd,  and  intimated  that  there  was 
ibut  littV  pfobabiiity  of  the  property  being  disco- 
.vered*     HoW^tt  in  a  little  time  be  produced  the 
handlcerchiefs,  and  leceit^ed  some  money  from  U\|e 
gentlemen,  as  a  revi'ard  fgr  liis  supposed  honesty* 
'While  in  Newgate,  he  pipjced  the  pocket  pf  almast 
every  person  who  caone  to  visut  the  prisoners. ,'  Hf 
Mtrts  oontinuaUy  uttering  the  most  File  expressionsi 
'and  seemed  to  delight  in  the  practice  />f  «very  .spe- 
cies, of  wickedness.     Upon  the  expirMion  of  th^ 
jliine  he  Was«entenced  to  remain  in  prison*  he  found 
««ir6ties  for  his  good  behaviour  for  two  years,  ?ud 
•vas  discharged^     He»  and  a  woman  of  the  town^ 
now  went  toa  «maU  inn  at  Hoddesdoa  i^  Hertford- 
shire, which  'was  keprt  by  an  eKierJy  widow,  and 
being  invited  into  a  room  behind  the  bar,  a^fter 
having  each  drank  ft  glass  of  wine,  the  widow  aiid 
her  female  "guest  went  to  wai^  in  the  garden :  in 
the  mean  time  Everett  broke  apep  a  bureau,  ^nd 
stQie  6ol.  in  cash,  and  several  gold  .rings.     They 
kept  the  widow  in  conversation  till  the  time.c^gar 
ing  to  bed,  in  order  to  divert  her  from  ^oiag  to  the 
.bureau,  and  the  next  morning  decampdl  wirhithcte 
booty  taking  the  road  to   Nottingham^  whence 
they  crossed  the  country  to  Newoiack^t,  and  the^ 
«ecumed  to  London,    jEvecett'sjpunecouBJviUa^'es 

haying 


liaving;  renckred  his  tiatiie  so  notofioiis,  lie*  went 
tiiidcr  the  deiTOirnn^ftitni  of  Gcdrge  Artdetson,  &nd 
lived  in  a  very  private  itianrref  till  thb  mortey  he 
had  thns  attained  was  e<|j«nded.     He  now  pro- 
rofed  a  knife  cighteeh  inches  !t)ng,'flild  dtfefmine4 
to  letry  cGntributjons  on  passengers  on  the  higjrway* 
hr  the  road  bt^twctn  Kentish-town  anid  Hamp-' 
.>tead,  he  attempted  to  tob  a-countryman,  wfro  be- 
ing of  an  intrepid  temper,  a  desperate  contest  en- 
sued, in  w^'ch  Eveiett  prjoved  the  conqueror,  and 
dangerousjy  wounded  his  antagonist,  from  whom, 
he,  however,  obtained  bur  .a  small  booty.  *  Th© 
Mme  evening  he  itoie  a  quantity  of  riWjohs  from  a 
1ial3ierdasher''s  shop,  but  was  inrrtrediately  pursued," 
apprehended,  and  secured  in  prison.     He  wias  sooa' 
brought  to  trial,  and  the  prosecutor' having  latd 
the  indictment  capitally,  he  was  con'^icttd  aftd  sen- 
teheed  to  be  hanged.    For  some  time  after  coitvic* 
tion  he  behaved  in  a  decent  manner,  and  appeared 
to  bt  resigned  to  the  fate  fKat  avyaited  him:  bbt 
upon  learning  that  thi  orMcr  for  his  execution  was 
rfcceived  -by  the  gaoler,  he  becante  perfectly  out- 
Ji^geoiis,  violently  threatening  those  v^ho  were  nc^p 
him,  and  uttering,  the  most  blasphemous  exptes- 
sions.    A  report  being  circulated  that  he  meditated 
Jidesicjn  against  the- life  of  the  gadler,  his  cell  was' 
carefully  searched,  but  no  auspicious  instiumetits 
w^re  found.    He  denounc^^d  vengeance  against  the 
hian  who  gave'  the  information,  declaring,  with 
horrid  imprecation^,  that  if  he   could  procure^  u. 
pistol,  or  any  orher  offensive  weapon,  he  wotild 
^ut  h'm   to  deVLth      He  applied  the  most  opprO- 
rious  epithets  to  t{\e  keeper  t)f  the  prison  i  and 
sucli  Was  his  ungovernable  conduct,  that  it  t*as 
judged  necessary  to  chai>i  him  down  to  the  floor.— ^ 
j^is  behavipar  was  ^t^ion  decent  «nd  ^ompostd  on 
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the  iiy  preceding  that  of  his  execution  i  bpt  he 
did  nQt  appear  to  be  conscious  of  the  enormity  of 
bis  guilt,  or  to  be  earnest  in  repentance.  He  joio- 
.  ed'  in  prayer  with  the  ordinary  of  Nevfg«ite  at  tm 
place  of  cxecutiou»  and  a  little  tiilne  before  he  was 
turned  oif,  said  he  considered  death  as  too  severe  a 
punishment  for  the  crime  he  had  corhroitted.  /  .He 
suffered  at  Tyburn,  Dec.  jx,  i7S0* 


'  FERGUSON,  RICHARD,  (highwayman,) 
familiarly  called  Galhping  Dick,  was  the  son  of  a 
gentleman*s  servant,  and  a  native  of  Hertford* 
shire*  He  was  sent  to  school  at  a  very  early  age, 
but  to  little  purpose,  and  was  afterwards  employed 
as  a  stable  boy  where  his  father  was  hired.  At  the 
age  of  1 6  be  came  to  London  with  the  family.— 
During  their  stay  in  towp,  the  postillion  was  taken 
ill,  and  Dick  was  appointed  to  supply  his  place  till 
be  recovered,  which  was  not  very  long.  Now 
stripped  of  his  fine  livery,  and  ^e^lt  to  occupy  his 
station  as  a  stable  boy,  hi^  haughty  spiiit  could  not 
brook  the  degradation.  Fond  of  dress,  and  being 
thought  a  man  ot  conscqwenoe,  he  rcbojved  to  look 
out  for  another  place.  Accordingly  He  told  his 
father  of  his  resolution,  and  a^ked  his advic^.  His 
fatherJcnowing  he  was  well  qualified,  in  re-^pect  to 
the  management  of  horses,  told  hun  he  woul  I  look 
outVor  one  for,hiin.  A  cii  tumstancc  happened,  that 
very  afternoon,  highly  gratifying  to  his  j>rlde-  A 
lady  who  frequently  visited  the  family,  being  in 
want  of  a  postillion,  asked  Dick's  master  what  was 
become  of  his  late  postillion.  Being  informed  he 
w^s  in  his  place,  and  was  very  fit  for  her  eipploy. 


lie  was  tent  for  and  hired.  tDklci^iras' mo  w  com 
plettiy  faU  own  cnastet,  and  fot  some  time  behaved 
to  tbestttisfaetion  ©f  hh  mi^trcsii.   '  Hig  was  a.^eat 

ffftVQurite  iiv  t^he  family,'  particubfly- among' the  fo- 

.4n»le  partj  but  bis  miseress  di^cowermg  hrm  in  xs^ 
improp$;r  sttuaHon  v'lih  one  of  bev  female  servaniSy 
he  wa<  imm^dtafrly  disdm'rged  5  nbr'cou|d  any  in- 
tercession prevail  upon  her  to  reinstate  him.  Soon 
aftemards  he  ,got  'another  'plae«,  in  which  he  did 
not  long  rrinain.  : He -bad  at'tbi&.time  get-coib 
nected  with  somepther  iervantH  af^loose- charac- 
ter, and,  their  .manner  of  d  rink  fog, ^gammg,  and 
idleness, '^Hting  his  disposition,  he  soon  became 
pne"of  them,     i^fter  losing  several  ■  good  places  by 

,  fiegiigence,  he  applied  to  a  livery  stable  in  Picca* 
diffy»  and  obtained  cmploymtnt.     His  father  hav- 

^ing  now  died,  left  him  the  sum  of  ^7!.  i(vhich  Ire 
Jxad  $^aved.  during  the  time  he  lived  in  the  family. 
With  this  he  commenced  gentleman.  He  left  hk 
place,  bought  mourning,  frequented  the  theatresjj 
Jfc.  One  evcnihg,  at  Dnuy-iane,  he  got  seated 
43^y  a  female,  who  particularly^  engaged  hi^  atten- 
tion ;  he  took  her  to  be  a  modest  lady,  and  was 
yery  much  chagrined  at  findisg  her  readily  grant- 
ing his  request  to  fondtict  her  hon^e.  He  resolved 
to  leave  htr,  but  fpond  his  resolutipp.fail  him,  art^ 
at  the  end  of  the  pUy  be  attended  her  to  her  rpsi- 
flence  in  St.  George'5-field»,  and  st*^id  with  her  the 
•whole  night.  Next  morning,  after  making  lier  a 
Jiandsome  present,  he  tc»dk  his  leave,  with  a  pro-* 
aiitse  of  soon  repeating  his  visi|.  He  went  home- 
but  this  aritul  courtesan  had^^  fom,pleteiy  ewa- 
ipoured  him,  that  he  could  nor  fesr  many  hours 
IvithoMt  payiiyg  her  another  visu  j  .and  on<y  tor  tbq^ 
'acckiental  visit  of  soiiie  companions  »he  would 'hftte 
•fttum^4Ji)pn^diate^y.    Whh  them  k^^it^luofaiiiif 
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•pent  the  day*  and  in  the  evening  flew  again  on  th^ 
iinpatient  wings  of  desire  to  his  dear  Nancy.      She» 
auftpecting  him  to  be  a  person  of  considerable  pro- 
perty, from  the  specimen  she  had  of  his  g^enero- 
sity,  received  him  with  every  mark  of  endearment 
in  her  power.     At  this  rime  she  was  the  first  fa- 
vourite of  several  noted  highwaymen  and   house- 
breakers,  who,  in  their  tyrn,  had  all  their  Aivoured 
hours.     Unfortunately  for  himself,  Ferguson   be- 
'came  as  compk|ra  dupe  as  ever  she  had  ensnared. 
What  maney^^?  possessed,  what  he  could  obiaiu 
by  borrowing  AC  otherwise,  was  ail  lavished  on  this 
female,  and  he  was,  after  all,  in  danger  of  be?ng 
discarded. '  He  was  a  total  strange^  to  her  connec- 
tions with  the  gentUmeii  of  the  road,  though  he 
knew  she  bestowed  her  favours  on  others.      Not 
able  to  bear  xht  thoughts  of  entirely  parting  with* 
liis  dear  N:incy,  he  went  ^o  an  inn  in  Piccadilly, 
offered  himself  as  a  postillion,  and  was  accepted* 
Whenever  he  could  obtain  a  little  money,  he  flew 
with  impatience  to  his  fair  dulcinea,  and  squan- 
.  dered  it  away  in  the  same  thoughtless  manner.   As 
he  diove  post-chaises  on  the  diflferent  roads  round 
the  metrapoiis,  he  frequently  saw  his  rivals  on  the 
road  gaily  mounted  ana  dressed.'     One  day  driving 
a  gentleman  on  the  north  road,  the  chai>e  was 
stopped  by  the  noted  Abershaw  and  another,  with 
crapes  ovc'r  their  faces.     AberNhaw  stood  by  the 
driver  till  the  other  went  up  to  the  dhaise  and  rob- 
bed the  gentleman.    The  wiiid  being  very  high, 
blew  the  crape4)ff  his  .face,  and  gave  Ferguson  a  ' 
full  view  of  his  person,   ^hcy  stared  at  each  other, 
but  before  a  word  could  pass,  some  company  com- 
«ng  up,  the  two  highwaymen  gallopped  off.     Fer- 
guson, who  atj  this  ti/ne  was  under  the  frowns  of , 
his  misuc^s,-  for  want  of  money,  well  knew  and 
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was  kuown  by  Abershaw,  whom  he  had  oFten  seen 
at  Nancy*8.  Abcrshaw  Was  very  uneasy  at  the 
discovery*  whiqh  he  communicated  to  his  compa- 
nion. A  coHiiultatton  was  immediately  held,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  watt  at  an  inn  on, the  road  for 
the  return  of  Ferguson*  and  bribe  him*  to  prevent 
a  discovery.  They  accordingly  w^nt  to  the  inn* 
and  when  Ferguson  came  back,  and  stopped  to 
water  his  horses,  the  waitier ,  was  ordered  to  send  , 

■  him  in.  After  some  conversat]oi\»  Dick  a.ccepted 
of  th^  present  offered   him,  and  agreed  to  meet 

<  them  that  night,  to  pariake  of  a  good  supper*— - 
With  this  fr  sh  recruit  of  ca^h  he  flew  to  his 
Nancy ;  but  slie  being  otherwise  engaged,  and  not 
expecting  him  so  soon  to  possess  sufficient  for  her 
notice  (being  now  acquainted  with  his  situation  in 
life)  absolutely  refused  to  admit  him,  and  shut  the 
door  in  his  face.  Mad  with  the  reception  he  had 
experienced^  he  quitted  the  house,  and  lesolved  never 
ti)  repeat  his  visit,  which  resolution  he  strictly 
adhered  to.  He  was  now  proceeding  homewards, 
when  he  met  the  highwayman  who  accompanied 
Abershaw,  and 'went  with  him  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous in  the  Borough^  where  he  was  received  by 
those  assembled  «yith  every  mark  of  attention.— 
They  supped  siimptupusly,  drank  wine,  and  spent 

'  the  time  in  noisy  mirth.  This  exactly  suited  Fer- 
guson j  he  Joined  in  their  mirth,  and  when  suffi- 
ciently elevated,  very  eaeerly  closed  with  a  propo- 
sition to  become  one  of  their  number.  He  was,  * 
'according  to  their  forms,  inyuediately  initiated.—* 
When  the  plan  of  their  next  depredation  on  the 
public  ji^as  settled,  Ferguson  was  not  ihnmediately 
called  ;nto  action,  as  it  was  suggested  by  of  e  of 
(he  members  that  he  could  be  better  empfoyed  ill. 
^  giving* 


giving  infonaation  af  their  rendezvctli;  of  the  de-i 
partuie  of  gentlemen  from  the  hin  where  he  liyed* 
&c.  whereby  those  who  were  most  likely  to  afford 
to  pro|)er  booty  might  he  way-laid  and  robbed.—? 
This  diabolical  plan  he  followed  t6o  swccessfully 
for  sonae  time ;  caking  caie  to,  learn  ftom  the  dri- 
ver§  the  time  post-chaises  were  ordered  from  othet 
inflf,  &c.   He  shared  very  often  considerable  sums, 
Vvhich  he  quickly  squandered  away  in  gambling, 
drunkcnue'^Sy  and  dissipation.  At  ler^th  he  lost  his  - 
)>race,  and  consequently  his  Icnowledge,  rci^pccting 
travellers  becominpr  con'fincd*  he  was  obliged  him-, 
self  lo  go  on  tl  c  toad.     As  a  highwayman  he  was 
lemarkably  successful.    Of  a  dariftg  disposition,  he: 
defied  danger  j  and,  from  his  skill  in  horses,  took 
care  to  provide  himself  with  a  good  one,  wlicreby 
he  could  effect  bi»  escape,  when  others  ran  every 
risk  of  being  taken.    Of  this  we > hall  mention  one 
remarkable  instance.       Two  others  ?,ndi  iriqiself 
stopped  two  gentlemen  on  the  FHgware  road,  and 
robped  them  J    soon  after  three  ether  gentlemen 
comit^g   wp>   they  pursued,   and   Fe»'guson*s  two 
companions  were  ^aken,   tried,  and   executed.— 
When  his  asspciatei^  co'mpl(mented  h»m  on  Ms  es-*" 
cape,  he  triumphantly  asstrttd,  that  be  would  gaU 
lop  a  horse  with  s^ny  man  in  the  kingdom,  and  that 
he  was   known  among    the   *  g<;utlemen  of  theL 
"  Whip,'  by  the  appellation  oi  «  Gallopping  Dipic/— 
Through  this  circumstance  jie  obtained  that  namt 
among  his  ^ompanion^^  which  afterwards/ became 
general.     He  now  indulge^d  himself  in  every  rx- 
ccss      His  amours  were   very  numerous,  particu- 
larly Bntong' those  mairied^won  en   he  couKl,  by 
presents  or  otherwise,  inducrto  listen^ to  his  desires. 
'^e  prcyailwl  upon  the  "wives  of  two  publicans  in 
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-liihe  Boroygb  td  elop*  with  hiiti»  and  carried  on 
several  private  intrigi^s  with  others.     At  one  of 
the  last  places  in  whic^e  lived,  he  was  frequently^ 
employed  to  drive  post-chaises  between  Hounslow 
and  London,  and  notwithstanding  he  drove  close 
by  his  old  companion  Abershaw*  where  he  hung  in.^ 
irons,  it  had  no  effect  in  altering  his  morals.^   To 
follow  him  through  the  various  wicked  ^jcploits  in 
which  he  was  afterwards  engaged,  would  far  exceed    ^ 
our  limits'.   He  was  concerned  in  a  very  great  num- 
ber of  robberies  committed  ^round  the  metropolis. 
At  the  time  that  he  lived  at  different  inns,  as  a  post- 
chaise  driver,  he  went  on  the  road,  and  kept  up  a    • 
connection  with  almost  every  infamous  character  of 
the  day.    He  was  concerned  with  Middleton,  Har- 
per, &c. '  in  the  robbery  at  Brixton  Causeway,  In 
1799,  and  most  df  the  other  robberies  committed 
on  that  road.     He  was  repeatedly  in  custody  at 
Bow-street,  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  but  nothing 
could  bef- properly  brought  home.     At  length  he 
was  apprehended  by  some  patroles  belonging  to 
Bow-sticet,  thence  conveyed  to  Aylesbury,  Bucks, 
and  there  tried  and  convicted  of  a  highway  rob- 
bery in  that  county.    vWhen  he  foupd  himself  left 
for  execution,  he  seriously  prepared  for  his  ap« 
proaching  end,  and  when  he  came  to  the  fatal  tree- 
met  his  awful  fate  with  a  religious  resignation.  He 
suffered  at  Aylesbury  in  iSoo. 

FERRERS,  LAURENCE,  EARL  (mvk^ 
OERER,)  whose  family  was  descended  from  the 
royal  blood  of  the  Plantagenets,  and  had  b^n  dis- 
tinguished for  ages.  One  of  the  family  was  slain 
while  fighting  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  at  the  me-' 
morable  battle  of  Shtcifvsbury,  in  the^  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  a  circumstance 
4hat  is  mentiooied  by  the  immortal  Shakespeare. 
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TbCjSectfnd   baronet   of  tfils  family.   Sir    Henry 
Stifrlfy,  miirriedone  of  the  daughters  of  the  Famous 
tearl  of  E^sex,  vf-ho  was  behendcd  in  the  rtign  of 
queen  Elizabeth ;    and  ^.t  Robert  Shirley,   sou  of 
$ir  Henry,  died  in  the  Tower,  where  he  wai  con- 
filled  by  Oliver  ^Cromwell,  fpr  his  attachment  fo 
the  cau^e  of  Icing  Charles  ilu:  Fir^t.     Sir  l^obert*S 
second  son  succeeding  to  his  title  and  estate,  CharFes 
the  second  summoned  him    to  parliament  by  the 
title  of  lord  Ferrers  of  Chartley,  as  jtbe  descendant 
6f  one  of  the  coheiresses  of  Hqbert  earl  of  Essex, 
the  title  having  been  in  abeyance  from  the  death 
of  the  said  earl,  and  the  precedency  of  it  as  high 
' .  as  the  27th  year  of  Edward  the  first.     Jn  the  ^eaT 
^711,  queen  Anne  created  Robert  lord  iJ'^rrers  vis- 
count Tamwprth  ^d  earl  Ferrers.    Tliis  noble* 
inan  possesj^ed  a  very  large  estate,  but  it  vras  gfteatly 
diminished  by  hnakiiii^  provision  for  his  numerous 
family,  which  conststeij  of  no  less  than  fifteen  soo$ 
«nd  twelve  daughters,  by  two  «vivcs.     'the  titles 
Vcrc  posse&^d  by  the  second  son-of  the  first  carl. j 
as  he  ditd  without  having  any  scm,  they  fell  to  tht 
next  surviving  brother,  who  v^as  his  father's  ninth 
ton ;  but  as  he  did  not  hriarry,  they  fell,  op  hh 
death,  tp  the  tenth  son,  IyHo  was  father  to  Lau- 
rence earl  Ferrers,  a  man  of  an  uhhappy  disposi- 
tion. Though  of  clear  intellects  atfd  acknowledged 
abilities  when  bober,  yet  an  early  attachtnent  t© 
drinking  greatly  impaired  his  faailtifesi  and,  when 
drunk,  his  beharioiir  was  that  of  a  madman.     He 
inarried  the  youngest  daughter  0/  Sir  Willian  H6- 
^edith;  in  the  year  175a  ;  bur  beha\td  to  h^r  with 
such  unwarrantable  cruelty,  that  i'he  wa*s  oblige^l 
to  apply  to  parliament  for  fc<lress}  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  an  act  passed  for  allowing  her 
eji irate  i^at^ienmice,  to  be  ^aisi^d  taU't  of  hrvetf- 


tates.  At  Derby  iaccs,  in  the  year  1756,  lor^ 
Ferrers  wn  tis  mare  agaiQst  captain  M-r—'s  horse 
for  50I.  and  was  the  winner.  When  the  race  was 
^nci^d,  he' spent  the  evening  with  some,  gentiemen^ 
and  in  the  conrse  of  conversation,  the  captain  (whp 
}i3d  h^zrd  that  hi>  lorJshipN  mare  was  with  i'oal) 
proposed,  in  a  jocose  manner>  to  run  his  horsf 
against  h^r  at  the  expiration  of  seven  months.  Lord 
Ferrers  yvas  so  affronted  by  this  circumstance,  which 
he  conceived  to  have  risen  from  a  preconcerted 
plan  to  insult  him,  that  he  quieted  Derby  at  thre^ 
p' clock  in  the  morning,  and  went  immediately  tQ 
his  seat  at  Stanton  Harold,  in  Leicestershire.  Hi9 
rang  his  beil  as  soon  a»  he  awaked,  and  a  servant  ' 
attending,  he  asked  if  he  knew  how  captain  M  . '  / 
catne  to  be  informed  his  mare  was  with  foal.  Thf 
$^vant  declared  that  he  was  igfioraiuof  the  matter^ 
hut  the  groom  might  have  told  it;  and  the  g^room 
being  called,  he  denied  having  given  any  informa* 
tiqn  respecting* the  m^atter.  Previous  to  the  af- 
front presume  I  to  have  been  given  on  the  preceding 
cvenifig,  lord  Ferrers  had  invited  the  captain  and 
the  rest  of  the  company  to  dine  with  him  a^  on  that 
day,}  but  they  all  refused  their  attendance,  though 
he-  sent  a  servant  to  remind  -them  that  they  had 
prQi^ised  to  come.  Lord  Ferrers  was  so  enraged  at 
this  disappointment,  that  he  kicked  and  horse- 
whipped bis  servants,  and  threw  at  them  such  arti- 
(les  as  lay  within  his  reach.  Some  oysters  had  been 
$ent  from  London^  which  not  proving  good,  his 
lordship  directed  onex>f  the  servants  to.swear  that 
the  carrier  had  changed  them  $  but  the  servant 
declining  to  take'  such  an  oathi  the  earl  "flew : in t^ 
a  rage,  stabbed  him  in  .the  breast  with  a  kni.'e,  cue 
bis  bead  with  a  candle^i^ick^  and  picked  tuan  on 
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the  groin  with  such  severity » that  he  was  under  the 
surgeon*s  care  for  several  years  afterwards.     Ixird 
Ferrers*s  brother  and  his  wife  V^ying  a  vi&it  to  him 
,  and  his  countess  at  Stanton-Harold,  some  dispute 
arose  between  the  parties  $  and  lady  Ferrerir  being 
absent  from  the  room»  the  earl  ran  up  stairs  with  a 
large  cksp  knife  in  his  hand,  and  asked  a  servant 
whom  he  me^  where  his  lady  ^as.    The  man  said» 
*Mn  her  own  room  ;**  and,  being  directed  to  folfow 
him  thither,  lord  Ferrers  ordered  him  to  load  a 
brace  of  pistols  witn  bullets.   This  order  was  com* 
plied  with ;  bat  the  servant,  apprehensive  of  mis- 
chief, declined   priming   the   pistols,  which  lord 
Ferrers  discovering,  swore  at  him,  asked  him  for 
powder,  dnd  primed  them  himself.  He  then  threat- 
ened that  if  he  did  not  immediately  go  and  shoot 
his  brother  the  captain,  he  would^olow  his  brains 
out;    The  servant  hesitating,  his 'lordship  pulled 
the  trigger  of  one  of  the  pistols,  but  it  missed  fire. 
Hereupon  the  countess  dropped  on  her  knees,  and 
begged  him  to  appease  his  passion ;  but  in  return 
he  swore  at  her,  and  threatened  her  destruction  if 
she  opposed  him.     The  servant  now  escaped  from 
the  room,  and  reported  what  had  pas>ed  to  his  lord- 
ship*s  brother,  who  immediately  called  his  wife 
from  her  bed,  and  they  left  the  house,  though  it 
wat>  then  two.o*clock  in  the  morning.   The  unfor- 
tunate Mr.  Johnson,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  un- 
governable passions  of  lord  Feriers,  had  been  br(d 
up  in  the  family  from  hh  youth,  and  was  distin- 
guished by  the  regular  manner  in  which  he  kept 
ht«  accounts,  and  his  fidelity  ^s  a  steward.     When 
the  law  had  decreed  a  Neparate   maintenance  for 
the  countess,   Mr.  Johnson  was  proposed  as  re- 
ceiver of  the  rents  for  her  use }  but  be  declined  this 

office. 
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office,  till  urged  to  take  it  on  him  by  the  earl  him- 
fftlf.     It -appears  that  Johnson  now  stood  high  tn 
his  lord>hip*s  opinion ;  bat  a  different  scene,  sooil 
■«nsued  $  for  the  earl  having  conceived  an  opinion 
that  Johnso»  had  combined  with  the  trustees  to  dis- 
.  appoint  him  of  a  contract  for  coal  minesj  he  came 
to  a  resohitioo  to  destroy  the  honesr  steward.     The 
tar)*s  displeasu/e  was  first  evincitd  by  his  sending 
notfce  to  Johnson  to  quit  a  beneficial  farm  which 
he  held  under  him ;  but  Johnson  producing  a  lease 
granted  by  the  trustees,  no  farther  steps  were  takep 
iii  the  afi^air.  After  this,  lord  Ferrers  behaved  in  so 
affable  a  manner  to  Johnson,  that  the  latter  ima- 
gined all  thoughts  of  revenge  had  subsided  j  but,  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1760,  his  lordship  called  on 
Johnson^  who  lived  about  half  a  mile  from  his  seat^ 
-and  bid  him  come  to  Stanton  between  three  and  four 
'in  the  affternoon  of  the  Friday  following.  .Hi^lord 
ship*s  family  now  consisted  of  a  gentlewoman  named 
Clifford,  with  four  of  her  natural  children,  three 
maid  servants,  and  five  men  servants,  exclusive  of 
«n  old  man  and  a  boy.     After  dinner,  on  the  Fri- 
day, lord  Ferrers  sent  all  the  men-servants  out  of 
the  house,  and  desired  Mrs.  Clifford  to  go  with  the 
children  to  the  house  of  her  father,  at  the  distance 
of  abbut  two  miles.  Johnson  coming  to  his  appoint- 
ment, one  of  the  maids  let  him  in,  and,  after  wait- 
ing »ome  time,  he  was  admitted  to  his^  lordship^s 
-roono,  and,  being  ordered  to  kneel  down»  he  was 
shot  with  a  pistol,  the  ball  from  which  entered  his 
body  just  beneath  his  ribs.     Loni  Feirers,  alarmed 
at  the  crime  he  had  committed,  now  calkd  for  the 
maid  servants,  ant^  directed  them  to  put  Mr.  John- 
son to  bed.     He  likewise  «ent  to  Mr.  Kirklai>d>  « 
surgeon,  who  lived  at  Ashby  de  la  Zouch>  two 
a  F  tttS^ 
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milct  from  hit  snt.   At  the  request  of  the  wounded 
man*  a  person  was  also  sent  for  his  children.     Miss 
Johnson*  the  eldest  daughter*  soon  came*  and  was 
followed  by  the  surgeon*  to  whom  lord  Ferrers  ^id* 
*'  I  intended  to  have  shot  him  dead*  but*  since  he 
is  still  alive*  you  mu&t  do  what  you  can  for  him.** 
The  surgeon  soon  found  that  Johnson  had  been 
mortally  wounded ;  but*  knowing  the  earPa  fierjr 
disposition*  and  dreading  similar  tonsequcficet  u> 
himself*  he  dissembled  the  matter*  and  told  him 
that  there  was  no  danger  in  the  case.    Hereupon 
the  earl  dcank  himself  into  a  state  of  intoxication* 
and  then  went  to  bed  j  after  which*  Mr.  Johnson 
was  sent  to  his  own  house  in  a  chair*  attwooViock 
in  the  morning*  and  died  at  nine.    Mr.  Kirkland* 
beiae  convinced  that  Johnson  could  not  live*  pro- 
cured a  number  of  persons  to  secure  the  murderer. 
When  they  arrived  at  Stanton  Harold*  lord  Ferrers 
was  just  arisen*  and  going  towards  the  stables 
with  his  garters  in  his  hand*  but  observing  the 
people*  he  retired  to  the  house*  and  shifted  fisom 
place  to  place*  so  thas  it  was  a  considerable  time 
before  he  was  taken.    This  happened  on  a  Satur- 
day* and  he  was  conveyed  to  Ashby  de  la  Zouch* 
and  confined  at  the  public  house  till  the  Montfoy 
following*  when  the  coroner*s  jury  having  sat  on 
the  body,  and  delivered  a  virdict  of  wilful  murder* 
his  lordship  was  committed  to  the  gaol  of  Leicester. 
After  remaining  in  the  above  place  about  a  fort- 
night* he  was  conveyed  to  London  in  bis  own 
laadau.     He  behaved  with  the  utmost  composuie 
during  the  journey*  and  being  taken  before  the 
house  of  peers*  the  verdict  Of  the  ooroncr*s  jury 
was  read  5    on  which  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower.    His  lordship's  place  of  confinement  was    ' 

the 
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tli^  round  tofver,  near  the  drawr-bridge.  Two  war- 
dens conitantly  attended  in  hts  room,  and  one 
waited  at  the  door.  At  the  bottom  of  the  stairs 
two  soldiers  were  piaced,  with  their  bayonets  fixed* 
and  a  third  was  stationed  on  the  draw- bridge;  and 
the  gates  of  the  Tower  were  shot  an  hour  before 
the  usual  time,  on  occasion  of  his  imprisonment. 
Mrs.  Clifford  now  brought  her  four  children  to 
London,  and  takingjodgmgs  in  Tower  street,  she 
aent  messageif  to  his  lordship  several  times  in  the 
day,  and  answers  being  sent,  the  communication 
bei^ame  troublesome,  so  that  their  messages  were 
forbid  to  pass  more  than  once  in  the  day.  While 
in  the  Tower,  lord  Ferrers  lived  in  a  regular  man- 
ner. His  breakfast  consisted  of  a  muffin,  and  a 
bason  of  tea,  with  a  spoonful  of  brandy  in  it.  After 
diiioer  and  supper  he  drank  a  pint  of  ^ine  mixed 
with  water.  Hh  behaviour  in  general  was  vtrv 
dtcent,  but  he  sometimes  exhibited  evident  proofs 
of  discomposure  of  mind.  His  natural  children 
were  permitted  to  be  with  him  some  tlmei  but 
,  Mrs.  Clifford  was  denied  admittance,  after  repeat- 
ed applicjitions.  Preparations  beiilg  made  for  lord 
Perrert'  frial,  and  lord  Henley  (the  chancellor^ 
being  created  high  steward  on  the  occasion,  the 
trial  came  on  before  the  House  of  Peers,  in  West- 
roinster^hall,  on  the'  i6th  of  April,  1760.  The 
proof  of  the  fact  was  sufficiently  clear }  but  lord 
Ferrers  cross-examined  the  witnesses  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  ^ave  sufficient  proof  of-  the  sanity  of  hU 
mind,  ot  which  some  doubts  had  been  entertained. 
Being  found  guilty  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  peen  of  Great  Britain,  the  lord  high  steward 
passed  sentence  that  he  should  be  executed  on  the 
SI  St  of  April,  but  his  sentenqewas  respited  to  the 
5th  of  May.  While  in  the  Tower,  lord  Feners 
3  F  »  ieft 
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left  sixty  pounds  a  year  to  Mrs.  CliiForci,  a  thou- 
sand pounds  to  each  of  his  natural  daaghtersy  and 
thirteen  hundred  pounds  to  the  children  of  Mr. 
John.son  i  but  this  last  legacyi  which  >hould  have 
been  the  Brst  discharged*  was  never  received !   This 
unhappy  nobleman  petitioned  to  be- beheaded  with- 
in the  Tower  ^  but,  as  the  crime  was  so  atrocious, 
the  king  refused  to  mitigate  the  sentence.    A  scaf- 
fold was.  erected  under  the  gallows  at  Tyburn^  and 
covered  with  black  baize ,  and  a  part  of  this  s<:af- 
fold,  on  which  he  was  to  stand*  was  raised  about 
eightet;n  inches  above  the  rest.   About  nine  o^dock 
on  the  morning  of  execution*  the  sheriffs  attended 
at  the  Tower  gate  |  and  lord  Ferrers  being  told 
they  were  come,  requested  that  he  might  go  in  his 
oyrn  landao,  instead  of  a  mourning-coach*  which 
had  been  prepared  for  him.     No  objection  being 
xnade  to  this  request*  he  entered  the  landau*  at- 
tended  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Humphries*  chaplain  of 
the  Tower.     His  lordship  was  dressed  in  a  white 
suit,  richly  embroidered  with  silver  j  and  when  he 
put  it  pn*  he  $aid-^<<  This  is  the  suit  in  wiiich  I 
was  married,  and  in  which  I  will  die."     Mr.  She- 
riff Vaillant  joined  them  at  the  Tower  gate,  and 
taking  his  seat  in   the  landau,  told   his  lordship 
how  disagreeable  it  was  to  wait  on  him  on  so  awe- 
)urait  occasion,  but  that  he  would  endeavor  to  ren< 
der  his  situation  as  little  irksome  as  possible.    The 
procession  now  moved  slowly,  through  an  tmtnense 
crowd  of  spectators.     On  their  way,  lord  Ftrnrd 
asked  Mr.  Vaillant  if  he  had  ever  seen  such  a 
crowd  :    tljie  sheriff  replied    in  the  negative  f  to 
which  the  unhappy  peer  replied—*'!  suppose  it  is 
because  they  never  saw  a  lord '  hanged'  before." 
The  chaplain  observing  that  the  public  would  he 
naturally  inquisitive  about'  his  lordship* s^eUgiom. 

opinions; 


opinionf :  he  repL«d»-«*<'  That  he  did  ^not  think 
himself  accountable  to  the  world  for  his  seKtimentf 
on  religion;  but  that  he  always  believed  in  one 
Cod>  the  maker  of  all  things  $  that  v(rhatever  were 
his  religious  notions,  he  had  never  pro^gated  them  | 
that  all  countries  had  a  form  of  religion^  by  which 
the  people  were  governed,  and  whoever  disturbed 
them  in  it,  he  considered  as  an  enemy  to  society : 
that  he  thought  lord  J3<>lmgbroke  to  blame  for 
permitting  his  sentiments  on  religion  to  be  pub* 
fished  to  the  world." — And  he  made  other  obset* 
vations  of  a  like  nature.    Respecting^  the  death  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  he  said—'*  he  was  utlider  particular 
tiircumNtances,  and  had  met  with  so  many  crosses 
'»nd  vexations,  that  he  scarce  knew  what  he  did  ;** 
l^ut  declared  that  he  had  no  malice  against  the 
unfortunate  man.    So  immense  was  the, crowd,  that 
St  was  near  three  hours  before.the  procession  reached 
the  place  of  execution;  on  the  wav  to  which,  lord 
Ferrers  desired  to  ivtop  to  have  a  glass  o?  wine  and 
water ;  but  the  sheriff  observing  that  it  would  only 
draw  a  greater  ecewd  abodt  him,  he  replied — **  that 
is  true,  by  no  means  storp."^  He  likewise  observed^ 
that  the  preliminary  apparatus  of  death  produced 
more  terror  than  death  itself.     At  Tyburn  he  ex* 
pressed  a  wish  to  take  a  final'  leave  of  Mrs.  Clif- 
ford ;  but  the  sheriff  advised  him  to  decline  it,  as 
it  would  disarm  him  of  the  fortitude  he  possessed.; 
Ijp  which  he  answered,*— *<  If  you.  Sir,  think  I  am 
i^rong,  I  submit;'*  after  which  he  gave  the  sheriff 
a  pocket-book,  containing^ a  bank-note^  with  a 
ring,  and  a  purse  of  guineas,  which  wer^  after*  ^ 
wards  delivered  to  the  unhappy  woman.  The  pr9» 
^ssioi^  was  attended  by  a  party  of  horse-grenadiers 
md  fopt-guards,  and  at  the  place  of  execution  was 
tost  ^  anothsr  party,  of  horsci  whiok  formed  « 
1  r  I  circle 
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circle  round  the  gtllows.    His  lordship  walked  up 
the  8tefi9  of  the  scaflTold  with  great  composurey  and 
having  joined  with  the  chaplain  ii^  repeatjni^  the 
Lord's  prayer,  which  he  called  a  fine  composiriony 
he  spoke  the  following  words  with  great  fervency— 
V  O  God,' forgive  me  all  my  errors!   pardon,  all 
my  sins!''     He  then  presented  his  watch  to  Mr. 
Vaillant,  and  gave  five  guineas  to  the  assistant  of 
the  executioner,  by-mistake,  instead  oi  gtvii)g  them 
to  himself.    The  master  demanding  the  monty,  a 
dispute  arose  between  the  parties,  which  might 
have  discomposed  the  dying  man,  had  not -the  she- 
riff exerted  his  authority  to. put  an  end  to  it.    The 
executioner  now  proceeding  to  do  his  duty,  lord 
Perrers's  neckploth  was  taken  off,  a  white  cap, 
'  which  he  had  brought  in  his  pocket,  put  on  his 
head^  his  arm9  secured  with  a  black  sash,  and  the 
halter  put  round  his  neck.     He  then  ascended  the 
raised  part  of  jthe  iscaffold,  and  the  cap  being  pulled 
"    over  his  face,  the  sheriff  gave  a  signal,  on  which 
the  raised  scaffold  wa^  struck,  and  remained  level 
■   with  the  rest.     Aftec  hanging  an  hour  and  five 
minutes,  the  body  was  received  in  a  coffin  lined 
with  white  satin,  and  conveyed  to  Surgeon's  HaUi 
where  an  incision  was  m^ide  fiom  the  neck  to  the 
bottom  of  the  breast,  and  the  bowels  Were  taken 
out  i  on  inspection  of  which,  the  surgeons  declared 
that  th<y  had  never  beheld  greater  signs  of  long^ 
jlife  in  any; subject  which  had  cyme  under  their  nw 
tice.  His  lordAhip'^s  hat  and  the  halter  lay  near  hW 
feet  in  the  coHin,  on  the  lid  of  whic&  were  tbesf 
words — "  X^aurence  Earl  Ferrers,  suffered  May  5, 
1^60/*     After  the  bo&iy  had  remained  some  time 
^at  Surgeon's  Hall,  for  public  inspection >  it  w,a<  de- 
livered to  bis  friefids  for  Interment.     But  it  would 
be  unjust  to  his.  memory,  not  to  mention  t^ati  dur- , 
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ing  bis  iin|>nsoriment,  be  bad  'made  peenniary  re*' 
^mpence  to 'several  persons  whom  he  had  injuredt 
luring  the  extravagance  of  those  ]>assions  to  which 
lie  was  unhappily  subject.  ^ ' 

FIELD,  WILLIAM,  (highwayman,)  was 
an  accomplice  of  the  notorious  Hawke,  (see 
Hawrb)  and  went  by  H  variety  of  names,  parti- 
culaHy  that  of  Green.  Not  haviug  learnt  any 
trade,  he  entered  into  the  service  of  a  gentleman^ 
with  whom  he  lived  three  years,  but  was  at  length 
discharged  on  account  ot  his  character.  However, 
he  got  another  place,  through  a  false  recommen- 
dation i  but  his  extravaganee  and  ill  hours  induced 
this  master  likewise  to  discharge  him.  Being  re- 
duced to  great  poverty,  he  resolved  on  commenc- 
ing highwayman  i  and,  having  hired  horses  at  11* 
very-stables,  he  committed  such  a  variety  of  rob- 
falieries,  that  he  soon  .became  tlie  sobject  of  public 
conversation..'  Tht  n^oey  he  acquired  by,  his  law-> 
less  depredations,  he  squandered  among  men  and 
women  of  abandoned  character.  At  length  he  was 
taken  by  the  officers  iof  justice,  who  carried  him 
before  a  magixtrate,  by  whom  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate.  Ue^was  tried  tt  the  next  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey^  when  .the  prosecutor  gave  his  testi* 
meay  against  him  in  so  favorable  a  manner,  that 
though  the  jury  found  him  guilty,  they  recora* 

tended  him  to  the  royal  mercy  $  the  consequence 
that  he  was  reprieved  for  transportatioa  in  the 
1770.    On  his  arrival  in  North  America  bt| 
solcl  as  a  slave,  but  soon  finding  meaos  to  cs^ 
eape  with  other  slaves  to  Nfew  Yorkp  they  enibirfc^  1 
ed  on  board  k  vessel  bound  foTf^e,^  and  hitHtti 
in  England,     Field  hastening  to  London^ 
with  HawlK  in  the  practice  of  i     '  ^ 


tnough 

AftnendecJ 

i|wa&ihf 

.W  year  17 

f  was,  sol 

/eape  wi 
ed  on  b 
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highway*  and  making  latge  bootiny  he.  asaamcd 
the  character  of  a-  gentleman  $  wben^  courting  « 
girl  who  lived  lecvant  with  a  man  of  fortune,  she 
consented  to  accept  him  for  a  husband.    For  some 
months  after  hit  marriage,  be  committed  highwajr 
robberies  about  twice  a  week  {  bnt  his  wifie  had  no 
suspicion  of  the  life  be  led,  conceiving  him  to  be  a 
man  in  good  ciretimstances. .  It  Is  said,  that  in 
$ve  months  he  collected  lo^ool.  in  bills  of  ex- 
change and  cash.    He  frequently  committed  foar 
or  five  robberies  on  a  night,  sometimes  on  Finch- 
ley  Common,  and  often  on  Shooter^s  Hill,  Black- 
heath,  and'  other  nlaces  in  that  neighbourhood  $ 
whe^  once,  heing  closely  pursued,  he  effected  a  dif- 
ficult CKape  to  town.    After  this  he  frequented 
Putney  Common,  and  ita  adjacencies,  whence  he 
brought  considerable  booties  to  London.     Field, 
Hawke,  and  another,  having  robbed  some  coach- 
es, dined  and  made  merry  at  a  pubHc  house  at 
Barnes,  and  staying  till  it  was  near  night,  they 
crossed  Kew  Bridge,  and  went  to  Acton,  where 
they  slept,  being  afraid  of  comingi  to  London.— 
Notice  having  been  given  at  Sir  John  Fielding^ 
office,  person»  were  sent  out  on  different  roads,  and 
'  the  oflTenders  being  taken,  were  conveyed,  hand- 
cuffed, to  Tothili.fields  Bridewell*    On  a  subset 
quent  day  they  were  examined,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  robberies  being  sworn  against  Hawke  and 
Field,  they  were  remanded  to  prison,  whence  the f 
former  made  hb  escape  in  a  few  days.    Though  m 
Field  had  ifcturned  from   transpoitation,  it  was  I 
thought  propef'to  indict  him  at  the  Surrey.asnses 
for  the  subsequent  robberies,  when  he  would  hsve 
pleaded  guilty }  but  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smythe  ad- 
'-^A  him  to  put  himself  on  his  trtaiv^nd  the  jury 

having  . 
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having  given  a  verdict  against  him,  iht  }udge  prd"' 
flounced  ^sentence,  after  addressing  him  hi  the  most 
patheric  manner.  Being  cdtiveyed  to  the  New  Gaol 
in  Souriiwark»  he  was  attended  hy  the  Rev.  Mr.^ 
I>yer,  lo  whom  he  acknowledged,  that  the  robbe-' 
rie^  he  had  bem  charged  with  were  far  short  of 
those  he  had  committ«<U  and  appeared  very  peni- 
tent for  his  crimen.  At  the  place  of  execution,  he 
warned  young  people  to  avoin  bad  company,  as  ^t 
was  the  crrtain  road  to  destruction.  He'^iiffered 
at  Kennir.gtun  Common^  Sieptember  u  1778.    8ce 

POULTBR,  &C. 

PISHER,  MARGAliET,  (felon). was  in- 
dieted,  at  the  Old  i$ariey«  in  September,  X7ta>  for 
privately  stealing  thirteen  guineas  from  the  person 
ot  Dan.  M'Donald,  who  /gave  bis  evidence-in  the 
following  sfn^  ular  manner  .--* 

*^  And  l^ek  yer  loardsbip,'  I  bad  just  taken  my 
wages,  thirteen  guineas,  in  goud,  and  Hvas  gawn  ^ 
alang  King-stcate  in  Wastmanster,  when  I  mat' 
wi*  this  tow  quean  at  the  bare,  and  she  speird 
where  I  was  gawn  j  I  taud'  hei  hame.  She  said 
gen  I  wad  ga  wi*  hur  tull  JoannyDavis^s  boose, 
rhe  wad  gi*  me  a  dram^,  sir,  for,  in  troth,  &he 
tuck  me  ^or  a  poor  gawkey,  boss  headed  chiel,  and 
leek  yer  loard«ihip.  Sa  she  tuck  baud  o'my  baiud, 
and  lad  me  a  gat  I  kenna**  reet  weel.  And  when 
we  came  tull  Joanny  Davis^s  hoose,  shccaud  for 
muckle  beei*  and  braindy,  and  gerd  me  as  bung  as 
a  swobe,  and  leek  yer  hoanour.  I  staid  there  wi^ 
her  a  pratty.while  j  and  thane«  sir,  I  pLt  my  haind 
intuil  my  bricks,  to  feel  fdr  money 
koningi  but  the  deel  a  barbie 
was  aw  tint.  And  when 
^kiwred,  and  taad  m<i  geii  I  wanna* 


[hane«  sir,  I  pLt  my  haind  1 

■dr  money  to  pay  the  rac*  •  J 

»awbie  could  I  find,  for  it,  ^1 

-I  speird  about  it,  they  I 

geii  1  wanna*  tack  myself  ^ 
liwawj 
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awaw>  they  wad  gut  iiM,ga»  wP  a  dccl  to  mc  s  ami 
fla,  sir  they  dang  me  so*  sairy  and  turned  me  oot  at 
the  back  door,  intull  the  stratfy  and  I  rambled 
aboot»  and  cou^  na'  find  the  hoow  agen  t  and  the 
watchmen  met  wi'  me»  and  carried. mie  inttiH  the 
roond  hoose.  Af  d  there  I  taud  Vm  hoo  I  bad 
been  roabed.  The  nei»t  moaming  I  gade  and  food 
oot  Joanny  Davis*s  hooie»  but  &e  waa  rin  awmw 
and  the  pratoner  too«  But  at  neety  about  saven  a 
clok^  I  mat  wi'  this  ampudent  bctcfa  at  the  bare, 
and  tuck  lier  up.  I  ken  weel  enub  that  the  mast 
ha'  my  goud,  tor,  na  saul  alle  was  wi'  me  but 
Joanny  Davis*  wha  brote  what  we  cawd  for. 
Let  ,her  denee  it  an  she  can.  Somebody  (but  I 
kenna'  whaw  it  was)  offered  me  sax  guineas  in  my 
haind  tp  make  the  matter  up*  hot  I  wanna*  tack 
it.** 

In  her  defence  the  prisoner  alledged»  that  meet- 
ing with  a  coachman  and  the  prosectiter,  the  former 
asked  her  to  drink  s  on  which  they  i^tnt  to  the. 
house  of  Mrs.  Davis  s  but  that  she  sat  an  tb^  op- 
posite side  of  the  room  that  the  prosecutor  did*  and 
had  not  robbed  him  $  and  that  nothing  was  found 
upon  her  when  ahe  was  searched.  The  jory  not 
believing  her  allegations,  and  the  prisoner  having 
no  persons  to  appear  in  behalf  of  iker  character,* 
she  «vas  found  guilty,  and  received  sentence  of 
death.     Havingi  however,    pleaded    pregnancy, 

which 
II  '  '      '   —  -  -•■ —  -  -  -  -  ^  - 

*  In  drcumstMttial  evidence,  a  good  character 
has  great  weight  with  the  jury  |  and,  doubtless  this 
woman  would  have  been  acquitted,  bad  any  one 
'      *rcd  in  her  beha|f.    The  ivant  of  character,. 

therefore. 


which  wat  cenfinntd  hf  a  juiy  of  matronsj  she  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  respited,  and  afterwards 
pardoned. 

FITZGERALD,  ROBERT.  See  Powbr, 
ToHK. 

FLOOD,  MATTHEW.    See  Oaky,  Rich-  ^ 

ARD. 

FOLLARD,  JOHN.    See  Wild,  Jonathan. 

FONTAINE,  Capt.  PETER  DE  LA,  (fe- 
lon,) was  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  and  nobly  de-  ' 
seended,  who  received  a  military  education,  9nd 
Mrved  at  the  sieee  of  Phillipsburgh  under  the  duke 
of  Berwick.  The  campaign  being  ended,  he  went 
to  Paris,  where  a  gentleman  invited  him  to  spend 
some  time  at  his  country  s^at,  when  he  fell  in  love 
with  his  daughter,  who  wished  to  marry  him ;  but 
the  father  interposing,  she  elopbd'With  her  lover, 
aiid  they  lived  a  considerable  time  as  married  peb- 
ple  at  Rouen.  On  their  return  to  Paris,  the  young 
lady  lodged  in  a  convent}  but  de  la  Fontaine  ap- 
pearing in  public,  some  officers  of  justice,  seeing 
him  in  a  coffee-house,  told  him  they  had  the 
Jcing^  warrant  for  apprehending  him ;  on  which  h^ 
wounded  two  of  them  with  his  sword ;  notwith^ 
standing  which,  he  was  seized  and  loilged  in  pri- 
son.  On  this  he  wrote  to  the  young  lady,  telling 
her  he  was  dbliged  to  so  into  the  country  on  ur- 
gent bu»ines8,  but 'would  soon  return  |  and,  hav» 
ing  made  interest  with  the  daughter  of  the  keeper 

of 

therefore,  in  son)e  respects^  condemns  a  person  ( 
but  when  the  evidence  is  clear,  the  character  of  a. 
prisoner,  though  ever  so  good.  Is  unavailing,  e% 
cept  recommending  the  culprit  to  royal  mercy*  .te 

DiSPARD,  &C.  tDlT^OtLi., 
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of  the  pnaoii)  sht  let  htm  oot  occasionally  to  tisit 
his  mistresK.  Being  brought  to  irtal  lor  ronning 
away  with  an  heiress,  he  would  have  been  capitally 
convicted,  agreeable  to  the  then  iaw»  of  -France, 
but)  that  the  young  lady  voluntarily  swore  that  she 
went  off  with  him  by  her  own  consent  $  however, 
soon  after  his  acquittal,  she  was  seized  with  the 
.pains  of  labour,  and  died  in  child-bed  :  hereupon 
Be  la  Fontaine  went  again  into  the  army,  and  be- 
haved so  bravely  at  the  battle  near  Kale,  tha%-the 
duke  of  Berwick  rewarded  his  courage  vvith  the 
commission  of  lieutenant  of  grenadiers.  A  young 
lad y""  of  Strasburgh,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with 
him  at  Paris,  before  his  former  connexion,  now 
obtained  a  pass  from  the  marshal  de  Belleisle,  and 
being  introduced  to  the  duke  of  Berwick,  told  him 
she  wished  to  see  De  la  Fontaine;  and  the  duke, 
judgingof  the  cau^,  ordered  her  to  be  conducted 
to  him.  On  the  following  day  she  went  to  the 
duke,  dressed  in  men^s  clothes,  and  entered  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  same  regiment  with  Dt  la  Fon- 
taine. She  went  through  th^  regular  duties  of  a 
soldier,  and  reposed  in  the  sams  tent  with  her  pa- 
ramour: but  in  the  wint«r  following  the  campaign 
she  died  of  the  small- pox,  leaving  a  part  of  her 
fortune  to  her  lover."  The  duke  of  Berwick  hav- 
ing been  killed  at  the  siege  <«f  Pfaillipsburgh,  De 
la  Kontaine  made  the  ti>ur  of  Europe;  but  return- 
ing tg  Paris,  he  fought  a  duel  with  ah  officer,  who 
being  dangerously  wounded,  Ji'ontaine  repaired  to 
Brest,  and  embarked  as  lieutenant  of  marines  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  Martinico  i  but  the^hip 
having-  been  taken  by  a  Turkish  corsair,  and  car«* 
red  to  Conslanttnople,  he  was  there  confined  in 
a  dungeon,,  and'  had  only  bread  and  water  for  his 
sustenance.    While  in  this  situation  he  was  visited 

by 
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hf  an0tl|er  prisoner,  who  bad  jnore  liberty  than 
Jiimfi€lf»  $knd  wIh)  advised  him,  as  the  French  con- 
^1  waft  theii  absent,  ta  apply  to  a  Scotch  nobleman 
Id  the  city,  who  was  distinguished  for  his  homane 
.Mid  jenerous  feelings.  De  ia  Fontaine  having  pro* 
cored  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wfth  a  tinder-box  to 
atrikl.'  a  light,  (all'  by  the  friendship  of  hi«  fellow- 
prisoner)  sent  a  letter  to  the  nobleman,  who  had 
Ha  sooner  read  it,  than  be  hurried  to  the  cell^  to 
yt'mt  the  unfortunate  prisoner.  Having  promi^ 
liis  inteiest  to  procure  his  enlargement,  be  went  f 
the  Grand  Vizier,  and  pleaded  his  cause  so  effect- 
ually, that  De  la  Fontaine  was  released,  and  went 
immediately  to  thank  the  Vizier,  who  wished-  him 
liappy,  SLnd  pre^med  him  with  a  sum  of  money, 
^ence  our  adventurer  >ai.led  to.Anisurdam,  where 
having  a  (;riminai  connexion  with  a  lady,  who  he« 
came  pregnant,  he  embarked  for. the  Duteh  settle* 
jmtM  of  Cqrahsoa  i  but  finding  the  place  unhtalthy^ 
lie  obtained  the  govemor^s  permission  to  go  to  Su- 
linam,  and  continued  above  fiv^e  years  on  that  island. 
*->\VbiIe  in  thui  place  thegovenior  invited  him  to  a 
|>all,  where  one  ol  th^company  was  a  widow  lady 
of  rank,  of  whom  he  determined,  if  possible  to 
make  ^conquest ;  nor  did  he  long  fail  oi  an  oppor* 
tunity,  for,  dinihgwith  h«r  at  the  governor's  house» 
.  tbey  soon  became  very  intimately  acquainted.  The 
consequence  ot  their  sociability  was  a  residence  as 
husband  and  wife;  and  foui'chiklrenwere  the  fruits 
pf  the  connexion,  three  of  whom  died,  but  the  < 
pther,  a  boy,  was  educated  by  the  governor  of  th^ 
island.  Other  ofhcets  having  addressed  the  samie 
|ady>  De  la  Fontaine  was  occasionally  involved  in 
difficulties  on  her  account.  One  of.  these  officers 
h^tving  traduced  him  in  liis  abscnc<;>  Fontaine,  on 
a  G  mtctinji 


I 
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ntctmg  hioii  bade  him  drtw  hit  twofd,  but  Hib 

otbcr  rcfuaed}  on  which  be  ttrodc  htm  with  bw 

cane,  and  cut  off  one  of  hb  ean.    On  thts  he  was 

aaiacd,  tried  by  a  conrt- martial,  bnt  acquitted  %  nnd 

the  officer  degraded,  on  account  of  the  proroeation 

he  bad  given :  from  this  thne  De  la  Fontaine  wat 

treated  with  unusual  marks  of  civilicy.    He  stifl 

lived  on  the  best  terms  with  the  ladr,  ^nd  tbeir 

affection  appeared  to  be  reciprocal.    The  governor 

bestowed  on  him  a  considerable  tract  of  land,  whiub 

be  cultivated  to  great  advantage;  but  the  malice 

of  his  enemies  wan  so  restlsM,  that  thi^y  prevailed  on 

one  of  his  negro  servants  to  mix  poison  in  his  Ibod.  . 

Unsuspecting  any  viliainly,  he  swallowed  the  poison, 

the  consiequcnce  of  which  was,  that  he  languished 

several  months;  and  the  lady,  affected  by  his  situ. 

ntbn,  gave  way  to  melancholy,  which  brought  on 

a  consumption,  that  deprived  her  of  life.    After 

her  death,  De  la  Fontaine  obtained  the  govemor*s 

permission  to  return  to  Europe;  and  lived  ibrsom^ 

time  in  a  splendid  manner  at  Amsterdam ;  but  at 

length  determined  to  embark  for  Eilgland.  On  h& 

•nival  in  London,^  he  took  elegant  Ibdgings,  livid 

in  the  stile  of  a  gentleman,  and  made  teveral  gajr 

connexions*    Among  his  acquaintance  was  Zsn« 

nier,  a  Venetian,  who  had  been  obliged  to  quit  his 

own  country  on  account  of  his  irregularities.  This 

roan  possessed  such  an  v'^ful  address,  thatDeU 

Fontaine  made  him  '^t  all  times  welcome  to  his 

.   table,  and  admitted  him  to  a  considefkbte  share  of 

his  confidence.  Zannier  soon  improved  this  advart- 

t^g^f  foTf  contriving  a  sclieme  with  an  attorney 

«nd  bailiff,  he  pretended  to  have  beeii  arrested  for 

3QoK  and  prevailed  on  his  new  friend  to  bail  him, 

on  the  assurance  that  he  bad  a  good  estate  in  Ire* 

land', 


YOHTAIVS.  '  959 

l^md,  and  would  pay  the  rooney  before  the  leturn 
of  the  writ}  but  when  the  term  arrived,  Ih  la  Foil* 
tame  was  compelM  to  discharge  the  debt,  aa  Z»nn 
aier  did  not  appear.  At  this  time  there-  haviiig 
been  a  grand  procession  of  free-masonsy  be  dressed 
himself  in  a  snpedl>  tastey  and  his  chariot  being  the 
ipost  elegant  of  any  in  the  prociSiion»  be  was  parti* 
^lady  noticed  by  the  spectators.  Among  the  rest* 
the  daughter  of  an  alderman  had  her  curiosity  so 
Vrach  excited*  that  she  caused  enquiry  to  be  made 
^ho  he  wasy  and  on  the  following  day  sent  hiin  a 
letter,  intimating  that  she  should  bf  at  a  ball  at 
&ichmondf  where  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
^ncing  with  ih«r*  ^  la  Fmotaine  did  not  hcsitata 
tp  comply }  and  when  the  ball  was  ended,  be-  ft'* 
fetved  an  invitation  to  dine  with  the  young  lady 
4in  the  eiifuing  day*  at  her  father^s  house.  He 
J^ttended  accordingly}  but  the  father  having  learnt 
1)11  chancteff  instated  that  he  should  dejcSne  hia 
Visits,  whkh  put,  an  end  to  all  his  hopea  from  that 
•tttirtei.  JHis  circumittances  being  now  greatly  re- 
duced, he  resolved^  if  possible,  to  repair  them  by 
marriage,  and  was  soon  afterwards  wedded  to  a 
widow  of  considerable  fortune }  but  his  taste  for 
extravagance  rendered  his  fortune  unequal  to  hia 
support}  nor  was  his  conduct  to  his  wife  by  any 
means  generous.  .  Soon  after  this  union  he  wai  at 
the  JLord  Mayor*s  ball,  where  he  made  an  acquaint- 
anoe  with  the  wife  of  a  tradesman,  which  ended  in 
«  criminal  connexion.  The  parties  frequently  met 
at  taverns  and  bagnios }  and  De  la  Fontaine  having 
written  to  the  lady,  appointing  her  to  meet  him  at 
a  tavern,  the  letter  fell  into  the  hands  of  her  hus- 
band, who  communicated  the  contents  to  her  bro«* 
thcr }  whereupon  the  letur  was  sealed  up»  and  de- 
ft o  »  livercd 
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Imred  according  to  k«  address.     Tht  brotfcew* 
tgrecd  to  go  to  the  tivern,  where  they  td4a  flic 
waiter  to  shew  any  HAy  to  them  who  mi^ht  inquire 
for  I>e  la  F<yAtaitie.    •«  a  short  time  the  iady  cmmc^ 
And  was  astonished  to  be  introduced  to  her  brotbcr 
Mid  iitisband  $  but  the  tatter  was  to  aflRected,  chat 
he  promij«d  a  fttll  remission  of  ail  that  was  past,  <m 
htt  promise  of  future  fidelity.    These  generooe  ^ 
terms  she  rejected  with  contempt,  arid  immediatelf 
left  the  room.     De  la  PoUtaine  being  acquainfed 
with  this  circumstance,  was  oppi^Ksed  with  a  sense ^ 
of  the  husband^s  generotis  behaviour^  and  advised 
the  lady  to  return  to  her  duty.     At  6rst  she  ittivk* 
ed  him  for  his  advice,  but  at  length  thought  prro* 
per  to  comply  with  it.     Hating  now  se^  iifia  own 
conduct  in  an  unfavorable  light,  he  went  into  tlie 
cbtmtiy  with  -his  wife  for  some  ttmeyto  avoid  iik 
oid  associates,  and  when  lie  returned  to  London, 
determined  to  abandon  his  former  course  of  life, 
0nfottunately,  however,  be  iiad  /lot!  long  foraied 
this  resolution,  when^annier  weitt  to  him,  begging 
bis  forgiveness  for  ebliging  hiirr  to  pay  the  debt* 
De  la  j^ntaine  too  eavily  complied  wirhbtki^questv 
and  onct  more  ^ons^idered  him'^as  a  friend.    iPhe^ 
weiit  together  to  a  tavern,  where  they  met  with  a 
woman  'whom  Fontaine  had  formerly  known,  and  a 
man  who  was  dressed  ift  black.   While  I>e  la  Fon- 
taine was  conversing 'With  the  woman,  the  stranger 
(who  afterwards  appeared  to  be' a  fleet  par^on) 
.  read  the  marriage  ceremony  from  a  boo^E  which  tie 
held  in  his  hand  ;  and  the  next  week  De  Ja  Fontaiae 
was  apprehended  on  a  charge  of  bigamy,  and  com- 
mitteU  for  trial  at  the   Old  Bailey.     The'viJiaki; 
2annier  vtsiling  him  in  Newgate,  De  ta  Fontaine' 
was  so  enraged  at  his  perfidy,  that  lie  beat  htm 
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through  the  press-ytrd  with  a  bromnsttck  with  such 
Mveiity,  that  the  turnkey  was  obliged  to  interpose 
to  prevent  murder.  In  revenge  of  this,  Zannier  swore 
that  De  la  Fontaine  had  been  guilty  of  forgery,  in 
imitating  the  hand-writing  of  a  gentleman  named 
Parry  i  in  consequence  oF  which  De  la  Fontiine 
was  brought  to  his  trial,  and  capitally  convicted ; 
though  a  gentleman  swore  that  the  writing  resem* 
bled  that  of  S^anpier.  He  received  sentence  of 
deatby  and  was  ordered  for  execution  \  and  after  re* 
ceiving  respites  for  five  years,  he  was  transported  in 
September,  175a. 

FRANCIS,  JOHN.    See  Despard,  E.  M; 

FRANKLIN,  ROBERT,  (p«acBiiy,)  was  a 
genteel  young  man,  bom  in  Holbom,  of  very  re« 
spectable  parents,  who  gave  him  an  education 
suitable  to  his  eitpectations  in  life.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  an  eminent  merchant 
in  the  city,  with  whom  he  remained  till  his  time 
bad  expired :  his  master  and  he  had  frequent  quar- 
rels about  keeping  late  hours,  the  former  seriously 
cqepatiatini' on  the  evil  tendency  of  his  conduct^  but 
without  eSect.  When  his  8pprentice«>bip  was  com- 
pleted, he  went  and  lived  with  his  parents.  In  this 
tituation  he  bridled  his  passions  for  some  time,  but 
at  length  they  broke  out  again  j  however,  by  the* 
tender  persuasions  of  an  affectionate  mother  they 
were  kept  within  bounds.  One  fatal  Sun  lay  even- 
ing, he  accidentally  met  with  'an  old  companion, 
who.  insisted  ou  his  accompanying  him  to  see  a 
Ikvorite  mistress.  Franklin  unfortunately  consent- 
ed I  aitd  they  went  to  St.  George^s  Fields,  where 
tiiey  drank  tea,  and  afterwards  visited  the  Apollo 
Gardens.  Here  Franklin,  whose  heart  was  very 
easily  caught^  beheldt  and  instantaneously  admire^* 
a  G  3  the 
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the  beau4iM|but  peiMioos  Maiy  Janes;  Ke  le- 
^ue«t€d  bcr  to  be  seated*  to  whick  she  feadily  as. 
sentecly  and  they  schmb  afterwards  went  home  toge- 
ther.    By  her  petrsuasions  he  immediately  left  liit 
parentfiy  and  lived  with  her,  in  etery  extravaganoe, 
as  long  as  he  could  obtain  money«  whidi  he  pro- 
cured from  every  person  who  would  trust  him;  but 
that  failing,  he  took  the  fatal  resolution  of  forging 
Bank  notes.    Struck^  with  horror  at  hi^iMtaarioo* 
he  applied  to  his  friends  to  procure  him  a  place 
io  the  navy,  which  they  did  $  and  he  soon  after  l^ft 
hrs  fair  decoy er,  to  goon  board  the  Hydra  irigate. 
Htrcy   perhaps,  the  unfortunate   Franklin  miglit 
have  avoided  his  fate ;  but  he  received  a  letter  franf 
Mary  Jones,  stating,  that  his  departure  had  «iicb 
an  eflFect  on  her,  as  to  occa«ion  a  violent  disorder, 
of  wh^ch  she  then  lay  without  friends  or  money,  in 
Middlesex  Hospital;  and  that,  as  she  had  mban* 
doned  all  the  world  for  him,  i^e  hoped  he  would 
not  now  forsake  her.     In  this  snare  Fran&Ha  was 
caught  <  he  procured    leave  of  absence  for  tome 
time,  aud  immediately  ^returned  to  town.    He  went 
to  Qharles-strret,  Mivldles^x  Hosphal,  to  a  Miss 
Dixon,  an  acquaintance  of  Mary  Jones's,  whose 
srfvant  he.  sent  out  to  get  change  for  a  forged  tea 
pound  note,  which  she  obtained  of  M.  Kear8e,the 
One  Tun,  in  Goodge-street.     When  he  got  the 
'   change,  he  left  with  Miss  Dixon,  for  .her  to  give  to 
Mary  Jones,  a  two  pound  note,  one  shilling,  and 
two  sixpences.     .Aiter  pa^in^  this  note,  he  again 
left  town  to  join  the  Hydra  frigate,  which,  then  lay 
%t  the  Nore.     Oi>  his  way  thither  he  slept  at  the 
'    George    Inn,   Rochester.      His    behaviour    fae^ 
caused  some  suspicion,  and  made  him  be  particii- 
•V  noticed  by  one  •/./  North,  a  waiter  j  he  irent 
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Co  be^  Intoxicatedy  and  complained  next  day  of 
being  robbed  pf  tipviraids  of  for^y  pounds.  It  seems 
^te  had  been  |X)bb€d  by  two  men,  who  went'  off 
immediately  for  JLondon ;  the  notes  being  forge^» 
they  were  stopped  in  attempting  to  pass  tbemj  at 
Bow-street  they  confessed  how  they  came  by  them. 
In  consequence  lavender  and  Rivet  went  t<y  Ro-^ 
chaster,  and  traced  Frapklin  on  board  the  Hydra, 
from  whence  they  brought  bim  to  London.  He 
had  in  bis  possession,  when  talcen>.  four  hundred 
And  fifty  pounds  in  note$  and  cash.  He  was  tried 
Jn  December  sessions^  i797>  convicted,  and  received 
sentence  of  death.  At  the  time  of  his  execution  he 
appeared  very  penitent,  and  met  his  fate  with  a 
becoming  resignation.  He  suffered  on  the  »4.th  of 
January >  17981  aged  29.  His  body .  was  taken 
away  in  a  hearse  to  an  Undertaker's  in  Aiders* 
gate-street* 


<jARDELLE,  THEODORE,  (murderer,) 
was  a  native  of  Geneva.  Having  received  an 
Vnivcrsity  education,  he  went  to  Paris,. where  he 
studied  miniature  painting,  and  baving  made  a  great 
ptoficiency  in  the  art,  returned  to  Geneva,  where  h© 
.married,  and  carried  on  his  business  for  some  years ; 
but  not  being  happy  in  his  domestic  connexions,  he 
came  to  London,  and  lodged  with'  Mrs.  King  in  ^ 
Leicester-  f^eld^.  Some  time  afterwards  be  removed 
to  Knight sbridge ;  .but  finding  that  place  inconve- 
^nient  foe  his  business,  he  returned  to  town;  and 
took  oosscssion  of  h'li  forn^er  lodgings.  On  the 
I.9tti  ot  February,;  1 76 1,  Mrs.  King'*s  maid-servant 
•jpeoed  tht  domi^  »f  b«r  parWr^  aQd  h^'va^  ordered 
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by  her  mittrfM  to  make  a  fire,  the  afterwards  went 
to  •ardellc^t  room,  and  fotmd  him  employed.    He 
novf  gave  her  two  letters  to  carry  to  the  Haymarkee 
ami  a  guinea  to  change,  to  buy  a  pennyworth  of 
tnuflP)  but  returning  to  her  mtstreie,  sh«  ord^ed 
her  not  to  goy  at  there  was  no  one  to  giv«  an  answer 
at  the  door.    This  the  gtr!  told  to  GardeDe,  who 
came  down  into  the  parior  to  give  attendance  if 
any  one  should  call.    When  the  maid  was  ^ne 
out>  Mrs.  King  hearing  him  walking  in  the  roofflt 
called  out,   ««  Who  is  there  V*     At  t)iis  instant 
Gardellc  had  just  sat  down  to  read  j  but  she  called 
him,  and  saying  some  harsh  things  to  him,  he  toid 
her  she  was  an  impertinent  woman,  on  which  »ht 
arruck  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  left  side,  and  he 
gave  her  a  push,  as  if  he  despised  her ;   but,  as  she 
was  retreating,  her  foot  hitched  in  the  floor- cloth, 
she  fell,  and  her  he:id  struck  against  the  bed-posc 
with  great  force.     He  professed  his  sorrow  for 
what  bad    happened,  and,  observing  the  Mood 
gnshing  from  tier  mouth,  attempted  to  lift  her  up, 
and  stop  the  bleedmg  i  but  stie  threatened  to  have 
him  punished,  and  continuing  these  threats,  he 
became  so  enraged,  that  he  .seized  an  ivory  comb, 
which  had  a  long  sharp  pointed  han<iie,  and  vowed- 
ber  destruction^  unless  she  desistted  from  her  threats, 
7*he  woman,  however,  persevered  in  her  menaces^ 
and  at  length,  in  the  heat  of  passion,  he  pushed 
Che  handle  of  her  comb  into  her  throat,  which  killed 
her;  and  then  he  covered  her  with  •the  bed  clo^Jbes. 
Terrified  himself  at   the  fatal  blow,  he  fainted 
away  J  and,  on  his  recovery,  founti  the  maid-ser» 
vant  in  the  front  parlor,  ju^t  returned  with  his 
•""ff.    The  girl  now  called  her  mistress,  hot  not 
nswered,  she  got  her  own  breakfast,  and 
fc  to  clean  andadJuA  G«rdelle*!sa|>anl(»ent} 

whiLi  . 


^ife  she  was  9o  doing,  she  obser? ed  Kim  come 
«Nmvii  iram  the  garrtt,  which  she  womderifd  at»  a* 
tlie  knew  not  any  busiaei«»  he  couid  have  in  that 
]pon  of  the  M>use$.  and  the  remarked  that  he  had 
changed  his  drei^s,  and  seemed  unusually  agitated. 
He  now.  sent  he/  with  a  letter  to  Suffolk  street,  and 
•a. her  return  toid  her»  that  htr  mistress  was  gone 
out  in  a  «oach  with  a  gentleman*  Thesmaid, 
Jtnowing  that  she  had  not  been  absent  long  enough 
lor  hermistieas  to  dress  herself,  did  not  credit  thia 
^ory»  bnt  presumed  that  she  and  Gardelle  bad  been 
very  intimate  in  her  abs^ence,  Mrs.  King  not  having 
been  a  woman  of  unblemished  reputation.  A 
gentleman »  named  Wright,  having  lodged  on  the 
irst  floor ,-but  gone  into  the  country  Tor  the  beiiefit 
of  the  air,^his  servant  came/ at  one  o*clock»  and 
ordered  preparation  to  be  made  for  his  return  in  th^ 
evening.  In  the  interim,  the  ro^d  thought  that  he« 
mistresa  continued  in  bed,  being  ashamed  to  appeaif 
after  hes  supposed  commerce  with  G^irdelie.  Xhe 
wretched  man  went  frequently  up  and  down  ^taira 
till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  again  seat  the 
girl  to  Su%>llc-Ntreet,  and  during  her  absence  re- 
solved, if  possible,  to  discharge  her  from  the.  fami- 
ly, to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  murder.  As  the 
girl  could  not  write,  and  Gardelle  knew  not  enongh 
of  English  to  draw  up  a  receipt,  be  wrote  to  a  Mr« 
Brocket,  to  write  a  proper  receipt  to  which  the  girl 
might  affix  her  mark.  This  gentleman  asked^  if 
ahe  knew  that  Gardelle  was  authorized  todischai-ge 
her.  She  answered  in  the  negative^  but  Brocket 
told  her,  he  wrote  word  that  he  had  such  authority^ 
that  Mrs.  King  was  gone  out,  and  when  she  re« 
turned  would  bring  another  servant.  The  girl ' 
theught  that  the  true  reason  of  her  dismissal  v^a^ 
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III*  iotUnaojr  between  licr  rnktrtm  and  Oftnkllef 
-  Md  soon  Btter  her  return  tli«  tetter  paid  ber  her 
^*g^»  ^v<  ber  a  gratuity»  and  took  ber  tmxif^ 
which  Mr.  Brocket  had  written.  Meeting  Mr« 
Wright'f'tervant  as  the  wat  going  o«t>  she  told 
him,  if  be  woulil,wait  a  little,  he  might  probablf 
K-e  her  mifttrew,  who  bad  been  in  bed  toe  wbob 
day  I  bot  the  man  declining  to  wait,  Gmrdelle  wai 
leit  alone.  Hereupon  be  went -to  Mrs.  Riog'^ 
chamber,  stripped  the  body*  and  laid  it  on  cbt 
bed.  Her  bloody  shift  he  hid  ki  a  bag,  under  kit 
own  bed  $  and  locketi  his  own  ahnt*  wbkh  wae  likt* 
wise  bloody,  in  a  diawer.  The  bcdciotbca  beiaf 
atatncd,  he  left  them  to  sonk  in  a  tub  of  water. 
Xf  r.  Wright's  servant  rietttroing,  nid  bit  matter 
bad.procured  other  lodgings,  but  himself  slept  ki 
the  garret,  as  it  was  not  convenient  to  reoEMVo  kit 
effects.  On  his  asking  for  Mrs.  King  next  mora« 
Ing,  Gardelle  said  she  was  gone  out,  and  told  biA 
the  was  not  come  home,  when  he  made  a  aimilar 
tnqniiy  in  the  evening.  On  the  Saturday,  twodcfl 
after  the  murder,  a  gentleman  named  Mot ier,  wko 
had  been  intimate  both  with  Gardetk^and  Mm. 
King,  called  at  ^fae  house  for  theJatter  to  go  witit 
him  to  the  op«ni,  according  to  promise.  The 
answer  Gardelle  gave  was,  that  she  had  suddentjr 
gone  to  Bristol  or  Bath :  the  other,  however,  ob- 
serving that  he  seemed  oat  of  hnmor,  and  atttcfau* 
ting  it  to  her  absence,  sent  a  girl  of  the  town  to 
keep  him  company.  Gardelle  did  not  seem  pleated 
with  her  sudden  visit,  but'satd  he  bad  some  shirts 
•o  mend,  which  she  promised  to  begin  on  the  Mon- 
day following.  In  the  interim,  the  body  remained 
as  he  had  left  it  on  the  Thursday  night,  for  he  had 
not  gone  near  it  since :  but  now,  anxious  to  conoeal 
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lib  erime>  be  left  his  bed,  and  went  down  stairs  i 
however,  1>ein|r  foliowed  by  the  girl»  he  was  oh* 
lined  to  desist  for  the  .present.  0e  aro^  i4>on  after 
aewen  the  next  mointngy  leaving  the  girl  in  hedy 
evho  did  not  come  down  till  after  ten,  and  then  she 
.Ibond  him  lighting  a  fire.  How  he  had  employed 
liimsetf  in  the  mean  time  can  only  be  conjecturedw 
Aftet  breakfast  he  sent  the  girl  for  a  charwoman^ 
ivhom  (he  brooght  in  the  afternoon.  On  the  Mon> 
day  morning  Gardellc  instructed  this  charwoman 
to  teU  Mr.  Wright*s  footman,  that  the  girl  in  th« 
boiRe  had  been  sent  by  Mrs.  King  to  look  after  it 
in  her  absence :  but  th^  footman  paid  no  credit  to 
this  tale,  as  he  had  seen  Gardelle  and  the  girl  in  bed 
together.  This  footman,  whose  name  was  Pelscy* 
lepeatcdly  enquired  for  Mrs.  King,  and  Gardellc 
•s  repeatedly  said  she  was  gone  to  Bath  or  Bristol  ^ 
but  without  being  credited.  Pelitey  going  up  stairs 
OB  Tuesday^  remarked  a  diragreeable  smell,  and 
asking  Qardelle  what  it  was,  he  answered  the  burn- 
ing of  a  bone,  which  was  partly^  true ;  for  the 
wretch  had  been  burning  the  bone^of  the  murdered 
woman  in  the  garret.  After  Peisey  wac  asleep  at 
night,  Gardelle  sent  his  girl  to  bed,  and  then  cut 
Mrs.  King*s  body  in  pieces.  Tlie  flesti  which  he 
eut  from  the  bones  he  secreted  in  the  cock  loft,  and 
threw  the. bowels  into  the  vault.  On  the  Wednes* 
day  evening  be  dismissed  his  girl,  telling  her  that 
Mris.  King  was  to  rctorn  that  night.  The  foot- 
-fnaq  and  charwoman  still  remained  in  the  house, 
^nd  the  water  failing  in  the  cistern^  the  latter  went 
io  the  water-tub  in  the  back  kitchen,  in  which  she 
felt  something  soft,  aikd  mentioned  this  to  Pelsicy  j 
but  there  was  yet  no  suspicion  of  muider :  however, 
fhe  following  day  the  hed-clothes  which  Gardelle 
had  tbiowii  over  Mrs.  King'e  body,  weve  found  «n     J 

the^ 


the  water-tlib.  Hereapon  Pelsey  founfl  the  mti^ 
servant  whom  GatdclW  had  discharged ^ -and  $te 
denying  the  having  put  any  «uch  clothes  rate  the 
<tub,  the  footman  told  his  master  what  he  suspected^ 
and  Mr.  Baron,  aft  apothecary,  being  applied  ta^ 
went  to  the  house,  and  m^tng  for  Mrs.  King« 
Gardelle  told  him  the  same  story  he  ha(|  told  the 
others.  The  late  servant-maid  being  examined  be- 
fore Sir  John  Fielding  on  die  Satoniay,  a  warrant 
was  issued  to  take  Gardelle  into  custody,  and  Mn 
JBaron  attended  the  servio^  it.  GarJeMe  denied  the 
inurdtr,  and  fell  into  fits  j  but  soon  recovering,  thcf 
de^nanded  the  key  of  Mr$.^King^s  chamber,  but 
ike  said  she  had  it  with  her  in  the  country.  On  this 
the  constable  got  in  at  the  window,  and  let  Mr. 
Baron  and  others  into  -the  room.  ^On  examination^ 
they  found  the  bed  blooJy  j  and  then  going  af 
stairs,  they  discovered  the  bloody  linen  which  had 
been  secreted  by  Gardelle.  Hereupon  he  was  car* 
ried  before  Justice  Fielding  $  but,  not  giving  direct 
answers  to  the  questions  asked  him,  was  committed 
for  farther  examination.  In  the  mean  time  a  brici&. 
layer  and  carpenter  were  directed  to  search-  the 
house,  and  they  found  the  dc&h  of  a  human>ody  in 
the  loft,  and  the  bowels  in  the  vault :  they  likewise 
obbcrved  some  burnt  bones  in  th?  garret,  where  it 
was  evident  a  lire  had  been  made,  .A  gentleman 
had  received  a  box  from  Gardelle  on  the  Thursday 
before  he  was  taken  into  custody,  with  an  injpncf 
tion  to  keep  it  safely;  but  opening  it,  when  h^ 
heard  be  was  apprehended,  it  was  found  to  contain 
Mrs.  King*s  watch,  and  other  articles. >  WhiJ< 
Gardeile  was  in  New  Prison,  he  took  opium,  with 
an  intent  to  dei^troy  himself  j  but  the  strength  of 
^ts  con^titutioa  counteracting  the  poison,  he  beggea 
?  cairied  b^fOr^  ^  msq^istjrate,  tu  make  a  full 
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confession.  This  the  justice  heard;  hut  would  not 
permit  him  to  sign  it  as  evidence  against  himself*; 
he  was  then  recommitted  for  trial  ;.:ind  after  t^is  he 
swallowed  a  number  of  halfpence,  in  order  to  de- 
stroy'himself  ,^  but  this  did  not  answer  his  end.  He 
was  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  ad 
of  April,  and  capitally  convicted.  His  behaviour ' 
«t  firs>t  was  outrageous,  but  the  next  day  he  was 
inore  resigned,'  He  said  it  was  with  the  -utmost 
horror  that  he  associated  w4th'the  woman  that  Mo- 
vier  had  sent  to  him,  but  was  afFaid  to  dismiss  her 
lest'  a  surmise  of  his  guilt  should'^arise ;  and  whefi 
fsked  why  be  had  not  escaped  abroad  after  com- 
mitting the  murder,  he  said  it  was  for  fear  that 
some  innocent  person  might  be  charged  with  it.  He 
was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution  in  a  cart, 
which  stopped  a  While  near,  the  spot  where  he  com- 
mitred  the  murder.  HesuflPered  at  the  Haymarket, 
April  4,  1 76 1,,  amidst  an  immense  crowd  of  speo- 
titors,  who  testified  their  joy  at .  his  exit  in  a  man* 
ner  too  turbulent  for  so  solemn  an  occasion.  He 
was  aften^'ards  hung  in  chains  on  Houn^Iow  heath. 
GARDINER, ST£PHENi(HOUst-BRBAKER,) 
was  born  in  iVloorfields,  of  poor  parents,  'Who  put 
him  apprentice  to  a  weaver,  but  his  behaviour  sooh 
became  so  bad,  that  his  master  wa^obiiged  (6  cor- 
rect him  severely ;  on  which  he  ran  away,  and  a^- 
Sfociated  with  idle  1>oys  in  the  streets,  and  then  was 
driven  home  through  mere  hunger.  His  friends 
DOW  determined  to  send  him  to  s^a,  and  put  him 
on  board  a  corn -vessel,  the  masyterof  which  traded 
to  France  and  Hpliand.  Being  an  indolent  and 
vsele  s  hand  on  board,  he  was  treated  so  roughly 
by'his  shipmates,  that  he  grew  bbartily  tUed  of  » 
^SL'f^'^ff^  Vile  i  and  on  his  retutn  .from  the  &fst 
^       as  yoyag^i 
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irojragCt  bt  pnmkti^  the  ntmatt  obcdiencev  if  hit 
friends  would  permit  him  to  remain  at  home.  This 
Wat  readily  eomplied  with»  in  the  hope  of  his  refor* 
matioA»  and  he  was  now  put  to  a  waterman }  but 
bcin^  impatient  of  rehtraint»  he  toon  quitted  his 
•enrice,  and  cnga|[ed  with  diaolute  fellows  in  the 
neighbourhood  o^  M oorfieldt,  with  whom  he  played 
at  cards»  dice,  &c«  till  he  was  stripped   of  what 
little  money  he  had*  and  then  commenced  pick* 
pocket.    His  first  attempt  was  at  Guildhall,  dur- 
ing  the  drawing  of  the  lottery,  when  he  took  a  wig 
out  of  a  man^s  pocket  i  but  though  he  was  detected 
in  the  offence,  the  humanity  of  the  surrounding; 
multitude  permitted  his  escape.  This  circumstanft 
encouraged  him  to  continue  his  practice,  and  about 
a  month  afterwards  he  was  detected  in  picking  ano- 
ther pocket,  and  ndtWithstanding  his  protestations 
of  innocence,  underwent  the  discipline  of  the  horse- 
pond.     He  was  now  determined  to  give  over   a 
business  which   was   naturally  attended  with  so 
much  haaardf  and  afforded  so  little  prospect  of  ad- 
vanUge,  but  soon  afterwards  he  became  acquainted 
with  two  notorious  house  breakers,  named  Garra- 
way  and  Sly,  who  offered  to  take  him  as  partner, 
but  he  rejcctod  their  p'roposalu ;  however,  one  nighti 
when  he  had  lost  all  liis  money  and  most  of  his 
clothes,  at  cards,  he  went  to  hb  new  aurquaintance, 
and  agreed  to  be  concerned  in  their  illicttpncticeij. 
Garraway  propoKd  that  they  should  rob  his  own 
brother,  which  being  immediately  agreed  to,  they 
broke  open  hin  house,  and  stole  most  of  his  and  his 
wife's  wearing  apparel,  which  they  sold,  and  spent 
thr  money  in  estravagance.    They  in  the  next 
place  robbed  Garraway*s  uncle  of  a  consideribie 
quantity  of  pfatte*  wluch  they  sold  to  a  woman 

natned 


named  Gin,  ivfio  disposed  of  the  plate»  iiut  never 
tccoufited  to  ^hem  for  tKe  produce.  Gardiner, 
provoked  at  being  thus  defrauded  of  hb  share  of 
the  ill-gotten  booty,  informed  Jonathan  Wild  of  the 
robbery,  who  got  liim  admitted  an  evidence  against 
the  other  men,  who  were  convicted,  but  respited 
h%  condition  of  being  transpGfted.  Having  now 
become  acquainted  with  one  Rice  Jonet,  they 
agreed  to  go  together  on  the  passing  lay  ^  an  artifice 
practised  in  tho!«  times,  and  was  thus  accomph'sh*  ^ 
ed  :<«-one  of  the  rogues  takes  a  countryman  into  a 
public- house,  under  pretence  of  pleasure  or  bust* 
^ess  \  then  hit  accomplice  comes  in  as  a  stranger, 
an4  in  a  little  time  finds  a  pack  of  cards  which  hit 
companbn  ^  had  designedly  laid  on  the  shelf  in  the 
room,  on  which  the  two  sharpers  begin  to  play. 
At  Jtngth  one  of  them  offers  a  wager  on  the  game, 
and  puts  dowp  his  money.  The  other  shows  hit 
cards  to  the  countryman,  to  convince  him  that  ho 
must  certainly  win,  and  oflBers  to  let  him  %a  balvet 
in  the  virageri  but  toon  after  the  countryman  hat 
Jaid  down  hit  money,  the  sharpers  manage  the 
irattcr  so  at  to  pass  off  with  it.— This  mode  of 
tricking  was  afterwards  improved,  for  the  sharoert 
generally  gamed  with  the  countrymen  till  he  had 
lost  all  his  money.  In  (his  practice  our  adventurers 
were  very  successful  at  dlflPerent  places,  particularly 
at  Bristol  \  but  in  this  last  place  Jones  bilked  Gar- 
diner, for,  having  ddfrauded  a  country-gentle- 
man  of  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  a  suit  of  laced 
clothes,  and  about  two  hundred  guineas,  he  gave  no 
share  of  the  booty  to  Gardiner.  This  induced'  the 
latter  to  think  of  revenge  $  he  disguised  his  senti- 
ments, and  fliey  went  together  to  Bath,  where 
thepr  rifmained  some  time,  and  then  proceeded  on 
their  journey  I  but  in  the  morning  on  which  they 
ZH%  tet 
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let  out,  Gardtner  stole  an  iron  pestle  from  the  ina 
where  rhcy  Jay»  and  concealed  it  in  hU  boot,"*  with 
mn  intention  ot  murdering  hi»  companion  when  they 
should  come  into  an  unfrequented  place.  On  tbcir 
journey  Gardiner  generally  kept  behind  Jones*  and 

,  twice  took  out  the  pestle  in  order  to  peipetiate  the 
murder  j  but  his  resolution  failmg  him,  he  at  length 
dropped  it  on  the  road,   unperCeived  byhis  compa- 

^  nion*  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  tliese  comrades 
ih  iniquity  parted,  and  soon  after  Gardiner  broke 
open  a  house  between  Abergavenny  and  Mon* 
mouth's  but  finding  no  money,  he  took  only  a 
gown,  with  which  he  rode  off.  Soon  after  his  ar* 
rival  in  JLondon,  he  rubbed  t  house  on  Addle-hill, 
and  then  broke  open  the .  house  of  Mrs.  Roberts, 
and  carried  off  linen  to  the  amount  of  twenty- five 
pounds.  .  In  this  robbery  he  ^as  assisted  by  Joba 
Martin,  and  both  the  offenders  being  soon  after- 
wards taken  into  custody,  were  brought  to  trial, 
capitally  con  vie  ted  r>  and  received  sentence  of  death  s 
but  Man m  was  afterwards  reprieved,  on  conuition 
of  transportation  for  fourteen  years.  After  sen- 
,tenceof  death,  Qardiner  became  as.  sincere  a  peni- 
tent as  he  had  been  a  notorious  offender.  He  re- 
signed himselt  to  his  fate  with  the  utmost  submis- 
sion: and,  befofe  he  quitted  Newgate  on  the  day 
of  execution,  he  dressed  himself  in  a  shroud,  in 
which  he  was  executed,  refusing  to  wear  anv  other 
clothes,  though  the  weather  was  intensely  cold.  At 
the  fatal  tree  he  saw  some  of  his  old  companions, 
whom  Ge  desired  to  take  waining  from  his  calami- 
toos  fate  ;  to  avoid  bad  company,  and  embrace  a 
life  of  sobriety,  as  the  most  certain  roiid  to  happi- 
jiess  in  this  world  and  the  next.  He  suffered  at 
Tyburn  on  the  jd  of  February,  I7»4. 

GARKAWAY ^c  Gardiner,  S. 

GIBSON* 
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GlftSON,  JAMBS,    (roROiR,)  hiving   ic. 
eetved  a  liberal  edueation,  was  articled  to  an  at* 

I  torney  of  eminencet  with  whom  he  ftervcd  his  time, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  hU  f  m* 
pbyei^;  and,  when  his  clerkship  was  ended,  he 
cneagod  m  basinesa  on  hit  own  account,  and  was 
acknowkdKed  an  excellent  attorney^  In  the  ear^ 
part  of  lite  he  had  married  a  young  lady,  witq 
whom  he  received  a.  genteel  fortune  i  and  by  whom 
he  had  five  children,  all  living  at  the  time  of  his 
dea  h.     Notwithstanding  these  tender  pledges  of 

.  his  lovc»  he  deserted  his  wife  and  family  for  the 
embi-aces  of  a  mistress,  who  had  been  kept  by  a 
Scotch  nobleman,  leaving  them  to  suffer  the  ex- 
tremes of  want,  while  he  was  enjoying  the  luxuries 
of  life.  His  skill  as  a  hwyer  being  indisputable, 
Mr,  Francis,  deputy- solicitor  to  the  treasury,*  took 
him  into  partnership;  and  for  a  considerable 
time  he  behaved  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  that  did 
ample  justice  to  the  clioice  that  had  been  made, 
Mr.  Francises  business  was  of  a  very  extensive  na- 
ture, and  was  principally  transacted  by  Gibson^ 
who  gave  prpof  of  the  mostconsummate^abilitiesin 
his  profession*— Not  simply  that  of  the  treasury, 
but  a  variety  of  other  concerns,  were  Committed  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Francis,  and  by  him  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  Gibson.  Among  other  engagements, 
Mr.  Francis  was  employed  in  a  cause  respecting  an 
estate  in  chancery,  on  which  an  injunction  was 
issued ;  and  a  person  was  appointed  to  receive  the 
rents  of  the  estate  till  the  lord  chancellof  should 
^ake  his  final  decree.  In  the  interim,  Gibson, 
having  reduced  himself  by  a  profuse  mode  of  living, 
forged  the  hand-writing df  the  accomptanteeneral 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  in  codie4UCU<!^  of  which 
a  R3  be 
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he  recoived  tbovc  nine  hundred  pounds.  Dhcomry 

of  this  transaction  being  made  in  a  short  tiDie>  Oih- 
son  was  taken  iirto  custody*  and  lodged  in  New- 
gate, in  September  1766.     Being  brought  to  trial 
for  the  forgery  at  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  the  jury  brought  in  a  special  verdict,  sub- 
ject to  the  determination  of  the  twelve   judges. 
From  this  time  Gibson  continued  in  Newgate  till 
January  1768  ^ upwards  of  fifteen  months,}  and  it . 
v^as  the  prevailms  opinion  that  no  farther  notice 
would  be  taken  of  ^he  affair}  however  Gibson,  by 
repeated  applications,  urged  that  his  tase  might  be 
determined  by  the  judges ;  and  at  length,  in  Hilary 
term,  1768,  the  reverend  bench  made  a  final  deci- 
sion on  his  case,  impoiting  that  it  came  within  the 
nieanin^  of  the  law  1  consequently  he  received  sen- 
tence ot  deatlt,  and  was  removed  into  the  cells  oi 
Newgate.    After  sentence,  his  behaviour  was  every 
way  becoming  bis  melancholy  situation,  and  he 
rejected  with  much  sorrow  on  ni*  unkindness  to  his 
wife  and  family*     His  preparation  for  the  awful 
change  that  awaited  hirh,  appeared  tp  be  rational, 
serious,  and  devout.  He  applied  for  pardon  to  that 
throne  of  mercy  whence  alone  h^  had  a  right  to 
expect  it.     His  seriousness  seemed  to  increase  as  the 
solemn  moment  approached,  and   it   was  evident 
that  he  was  determined  to  meet  his  fate  as  became 
a  man  and  a  christian.     On  the  day  of  his  execu* 
tion  he  was  indulged  with  a  mournipg-coach,^  and 
was  attended  by  an  immense  croud  of  spectators. 
His  behaviour  was  so  pious,  so  resigned,  and  in  ^1 
lespeccs  so  admirably  adapted  to  bis  unhappy  situ- 
ation,  that  the  tears  of  the  commiserating  multitude  ' 
accompanied  his  last  ejaculation.     He  suffered  at 
T/buriy  OB  Che  ^jd  of  March,  1768.    His  body, 
"'  when 
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when  jcut  dowiiy  was  dcki?^ed  to  his  ftwads  for  in- 
terment. ' 
GONZALEZ,  BLI,  alias  SYMONDS,  JO HN»' 
^FBLON.)  called  SPANISH  JACK,  was  descend- 
ed of  reputable  parents,  •  residing  at  Alicant,  iH' 
Spain »  who  were  excceilingly  carenil  of  his  ^eduta**; 
tion,  intending  him  for  holy  orders  -^  but  all  their' 
hopes  were  disap painted j  he  absconded  f/omschpolt ' 
and  entered  on  board  a  man  of  war.     Having  re-' 
mained  some  years  in  this  station,  be  engaged  on 
^oard  a  ship  of  war  belonging  to  England*   and 
sailed  up  the  Levant.     After  staying  sometime  at* 
Alexandria,  Smyrna,  -and  other  plar«s,  the  ship 
put  into  Gibraltar,  and  was  oidered  to  be  laid  up  $• ' 
in   consequence  of  which  he  entt^red  c»n,boaid  a 
Dutch  vessel.     He  served  in  several  English  priva«  ■ 
teers  during  the  war{  and  when  peace  was  restor- 
ed, joined  one  of  the  gangs  of  sni^ggkrs  thar  in-* 
fested  the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Sussex.  -  /Having, 
acquired  a  sum  of  money)  he.  repaired  to  London,  • 
and  formed  an  acquaintauoe  with  a  number  of  peo- ' 
pie  of  both  sexes  of  the  most  abandoned  charac* 
lers.     Having  spent  hh  money  in  scenes  of  riot: 
and  intoxitation,  he  obtained  credit  for  diverssmall- 
sums  from  difFere)it  pjsople,  whom  he  amused,  by 
assuring  them  that  he  was  entitled  to  prizo-money, 
on  the  receipt  of  which  he  would  pay  them.     His 
creditors  becoming  importunate  for  their  money, 
he  formed  the  resolution  of  again  going  t<y  sea  $ 
but  not  being  able  to  enter  into  such  advantageous 
, engagements  as  he  expected,  be  bedame  acquainted 
with  an  infamous  gang  of  .robbers,  with  whom  he 
committed  a  variety  of  robberies  in  the  fields  near 
Stepney,   but  none  of  them- were  attended  with 
circumstances  sufhciently  remarkable  for  recital.—  : 

As 


S56  #OVZALBt. 

Ac  He  wa«  |ia»ing  alonfr  Rajr-fiilr,  tie  wts  sened  ^ 
by  a  person  whom  he^  in  conjunction  jrith  other 
vfUainSy  had  robbed  the  preceding  evening.     Thia 
.  event  occastoneil  him  to  reflect  on  his  dangerous 
tituation  {  and  judging  that^  if  he  continoed  his 
illegal  courses  he  could  not  long  escape  detection, 
he  .determined  to  give  information  against  his  ao- 
'cpmplices.  He  communicated  his  design  to  M<Da» 
niel,  and  accompanied  him  and  other  thief-takers 
one  evening  to  a  house  where  they  were  drinksne» 
when  Mandevile,  Holmes,  and  Newton,  were  tak# 
tu  Into  custody  i  but  two  others  of  the  gang  es- 
caped through  a  window.     Mandeville,  Holmes, 
and  Newton,   were  convicted  «n  the  evidence  of 
Gonsalex,  who  bad   now   assumed  the  name  of 
Symmonds,  and  executed   in"  October,   1751,  at 
Tvbum.    For  the  apprehension  of  these  three  ms- 
Utactors,   the   thief-takers  leceived  a   reward  of 
4ftol.  of  whkh  the/  ^llo^eii  the  evidence  only  lol. 
and  bv  various  contrivances  they  k^pt  him  in  cus- 
tody till  he  had  expencled  all  but  ^oi,  of  that  sum. 
They  imagined  tney  might  obtain  farther  emolu- 
ment through  his  means;  and  therefore  endeavour- 
ed to  keep  him  in  a  stat^  of  poverty,  that  he  might 
be  the  more  readily  induced  to  return  to  his  former 
practices,  and  betray  his  new  accomplices,  as  he 
had  done  his  old  ones*     Accordingly,  he  formed 
new  connections,  and  renewed  his  depredations  up« 
on  the  public,  till  at  Tength  the  several  robberies 
he  committed  \ti  London  and  its  adjacencies  ren- 
dered him  so  notorious,  that  he  determined  to  go 
Into  the  countiy  for  concealment.  Having  travelled 
to  Rochester,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  one 
Smith,  who  was  well  knowit  for  his  felonious  prac- 
tices.    Whilt  they  were  together  in  a  pubilc-hoose, 
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at  ^  Rocbester»  drinking  some  puncb>  thef  found 
an'  opportunity  of  concealing  a  silver  tankard, 
which  they  carried  off  unperceivev/.  On  the  fol^ 
lowing  day  they  were  apprehended,  ^nd  commttn 
ted  to  Maidstone  gaol,  Gonzalez  to  be  tried  for 
stealing  the  tankard,,  and  Smith  to  appear  ag^ainst 
him  as  evidence  for  the  crown.  Upon  thi$  evidence 
he  was  found  guilty,  and  received  sentence  of 
death.  After  conviction,  be  acknowledged  that 
till  he  was  convinced  the  term  of  his  life  was  Ofarly 
expired,  be  bad  not  reflected  on  the  most  importani; 
consequences  that  wo  ild  result  from  his  iniquitous 
proceedings ;  and  that,  if  he  had  escaped  conviction,^ 
he  should  have  returned  to  his  usual  practices.  He 
appeared  to  repent  of  bis  former  wickedness  with 
iinfeighed  sincerity.  .  From  the  prison  to  the  place 
of  execution  he  was  seriously  employed  in  prayer,  * 
jind  when  under  the  gallows,  he  warned  the  peo];je 
to  guard  against  following  such  courses  as  had  pro- 
duced his  destruction.  He  suffered  at  MaidstonCf 
April  iS,  1.75^.  ^ 

GObDERE,  Capt.  SAMUEL,  (fratricidb,) 
was  bred  td  the  sea,  and  in  due  time  advanced 
to  the  rank;  of  captain  to  a  man  of  war.  He  was 
the  younger  brother  of  Sir  John  Pindey  Goodecet 
who  succeeded  his  father  Sir  Edward  in  the  pos- 
session of  an  estate  of  3000I.  a  ytar,  situated  near 
Eversham  in  Worcestershire,  and  having  married 
the  daughter  of  a  merchaht,  received  io,oooI.  as 
a  marriage  portion  $  but  inutual  unha^ipinesi  was 
the  consequence  of  this  connection  j  for  the  hus- 
band was  brutal  Jn  his  manners,  and  the  wife  not 
strictly  observant  of  the  sacred  vow  she  had  taken. 
After  frequent  recriminations  between  the  married 
pair.  Sir  John  brought  an  action  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  against  Sir  Robert  Jasop,  for  crimi- 
nal 
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nal  eonvenatlbn,  and  500I.  damages  were  girca 
by  the  jury.  Hit  next  step  was  to  indict  bis  lady 
for  a  conspiracf,  and  a  conviction  following,  she 
was  fined,  and  imprispned  a  yea1r  in  the,  lLing*s 
Bench.  He  likewise  petitioned  for  a  divorce  i  but 
the  matter  being  heara  by  the  House  of  Lords,  hts 

Eetition  was  rejected.  Hating  no  children,  thb 
rother  of  his  (Samuel)  formed  very  tanguitie  ex- 
pectations of  possessing  the  estate  i  but  finding 
that  Sir  John  had  docked  the  entail  in  favour. of 
his  sister^s  children,  the  captain  sought  the  most 
diabolical  means  of  reveng^  for  the  supposed  in« 
jury.  While  his  vessel  lay  in  the  port  ot  Bristol, 
Sir  J[ohn  went  to  that  cityi>n  buslncsis  $  and  being 
engaged  to  dine  with  an  attorney  named  Smith* 
on  the  loth  of  January,  1^741,  the  captain  pre* 
vailed  on  tne  latter  to  permit  him  to  Inake  one  of 
tlreir  feompany,  under  pretence  of  being  reconcile 
ed  to  his  brother.     Mr.  Smith  consented,  and  used 

.  his  good  offices  to  accommodate  the  difference  | 
and  a  sincere  reconciliation  appeared  to  have  taken 
place.  The  captain  having  previously  concerted 
ms  measures,  brought  some  sailors  on  shore  with 
him,  and  left  them  at  a  public-  house,  in  waiting, 
to  seize  the  baronet  in  the  evening.  Accordingly, 
when'the  company  broke  up,  the  captain  attended 

'  his  brother  through  the  streets;  and  when  they^ 
came  opposite  the  public-house,  the  seamen  ran 
out,  seized  Sir  John,  and  conveyed  him  to  a  boat 
that  had  been  appointed  to  wait  for  his  reception. 
Some  persons,  who  were,  witnesses  to  this  outrage, 
would  have  rescued  the  unfortanate  gentleman  | 
but  the  captain  telling  them  he  was  a  deserter,  and 
the  darkness  of  the  evening  preventing  them  from 

judging  by  his  appeaiiance,  this  violation  of  the 
'aw  was  permitted  to  pas^  unobstructed.    As  soon 
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as  the  devoted  victim  was  in  the  boat*  he  said  to 
hU  brother,  *'  I  know  you  -  have  an  intention  U» 
marder  me^  and  if  you  are  ready  to  do  it»  let  me 
beg  that  it  be  done  here*  without  giving  yourself 
the  trouble  to  take  me  on  board.**  To  which  the 
captain  said^  M  No,  brother,  I  am  going  to  prf- 
Vent  your  rotting  on  land  i  but,  however,  J  woul4 
have  you  make  your  peace  with  God  this  nig|it.** 
Sir  John  being  put  on  board,  appealed  to ,  the  sea* 
men  for  help{  but  the  caprain  pu^  a  stop  to  anjr 
cfTorts  that  might  have  been  madt^  to  assist  him* 
by  saying  he  Was  a  l^inatic,  and  brought  on  board 
to  urevent  his  committing  an  act  pf  suicide.  White 
and  Mahony  now  conveyed  him  to  the  purser^s 
cabin,  which  the  captain  guarded  with  a  drawn 
sword,  while  the  other  villains  attempted  to  stran- 
gle him  with  a  handkerchief  which  they  found  lA 
his  pocket,  the  wretched  victim  crying  out  "  mur* 
d.'i  !**  and  beseeching  them  not  to  kill  him,  and 
ofFeHng  all  he  po$5«^l(d  as  a  compensation  for  hit 
life.  As  they  could  not  strangle  him  with  the 
handkerchief,  the  captain  gave  them  a  cord,  with 
which  Mahonv  dispatched  nim^  while  White  held 
his  hands,  ana  trod  on,his  stomach.  The  captain 
now  retired  to  his  cabin  j  and  the  murder  being 
finished,  the  perpetrators  went  and  told  him  **  the 
job  was  done  V  on  which  he  gave  them  money* 
and  bade  them  seek  their  safety  in  flight.  The 
attorney  with  whom  the  brothers  had  dined,  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  conmiission  of  a  murder,  and. 
knowmg  oi  the  former  animosity  of  the  captain  to 
his  brother,  immediately  conjectured  who  it  was 
that  had  fallen  a  sacrifice ;  on  which  he  went  to 
the  mayor  of  Bristol,  who  issued  bis  warrant  to 
the  water-bailiff,  wfaoi  going  on  boards  found  that 

the 
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the  lieutenant  and  cooper  had  pruHently  confined 
the  captain  to  his  cabin.  The  offeiKfer  being 
l>f ought  on  shore,  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
Mabony  and  White  being  taken  in  a  tew  hours 
afterwards,  were  lodged  in  the. svne  prison.  At 
the  sessions  held  at  Bristol,  March  «6,  174.T,  these 
offenders  were  brought  to  trial,  and  being  con- 
victed on  the  fulleit  evidence,  received  sentence  of 
death.  After  conviction,  Mabony^s  behayiour  was 
very  hardened.  When  the  gaolers  were  puttiQg 
-irons  on  him,  be  said  he  should  not  regard  dying 
t  en  the  fbUowing  day,  if  lie  coold  be  attended  by 
a  priest^  to  whom4ie  mi^ht  confess  his  sins.  This, 
man  and  White  were  both  Irishmen,  and  Roman 
Catholics.  Capt.  Goodere  acknowledged  the  jus- 
tice of  bis  sentence,  and  left  the  following  confes- 
sion in  writing  i*^ 

«« When  I  ret.umed  from  supper^  I  went  to  carry 
bim  (meaning  his  brother)  a  dean  pair  of  stock- 
ings^ that  I  might  the  better;  sec  how  be  lay,  and 
Vfhicb  way  we  should  murder  him  j  at  the  same 
time  ordering  the  centry  not  to  be  surprised  if  he 
tore  the  cabin  down  in  the  morning.  Between  two 
and  'tb:te  o'clock  T  ordeied  Mabony  to  call  up 
Charles  White"  <for  Elish'a  Cole,  who  was  intend- 
ed to  ass»t  Mahony  in  this  murder,  was  dead 
drunk)  and  to  bring  him  into  my  cabin.  White 
came  presently,  and  I  believe  1  made  him  drink  a 
quart  of  Vum  out  of  gill  glasses.  When  he  wai 
near  drunk,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  kill  a  Spa- 
ntard.  The  poor  fellow  seemed  ^i^or prised ;  but 
M«?hony^  and  myself  worked  him  up  to  a  proper 
pitch,  ?6  that  he  wasi  ready  enough  :o  assi^.  All 
the  uight  lvn»  Maboay  was  to  and  fro  in  the  d^ 
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ccased^t  cabin  i  and  the  centry  thought  he  was 
sent  by  me  po  stssist  and  help  Sir  John  to  any  thing 
he  might  want  in  ttie  night.  I  must  own  that  Ma* 
hony  was  unwilling  to  commit  the  /murder  i  but  t 
insisted,  that  asV  had  undertaken  it«  he  should 
through  with  it.  I  immediately  gave  him  t^ 
andkerchief,  and  a  piece  of  half- inch  rope^  about 
ten  feet  long,  bidding  him  and  White  follow  me«^ 
The  rope  ^as  to  strangle  him,  and  the  handker-^ 
chief  to  thrust  into  his  mouth,  to  stop  his  making 
a  iioige.  When  we  came  to  the  cabin  door,  I  de- 
sired the  centry  to  give  me  his  sword,  ^and  ordered 
him  td  go  up  on  deck,  which  he  did.  I  then 
opened  the' cabin- door,  and  Mahbny  and  White 
went 'in.  I  saw  my  poor  brother  lying  on  thefbe<i 
in  bia  cfothes.  Whire  teiied  him  by  the  throat,, 
and  be  having  his  stock 'on,  almost  strangled  him  s 
but  he  cried  our  *'  murder  !**  as  welt  as  he  could, 
smd  «*  help  for  God*s  sake ! "  I  stood  at  the  ca» 
bin  door  with  my  sword  drawn,  and  gave  the 
lanthorn,  which  hung  up  in  the  cabin,  just  as  they, 
had 'got  the  rope  about  his  neck.  They  told  me  t6 
keep  back  i  ai)d  the  centry,  whose  place  I  bad 
taken;  seeing  me  without-  .a  candle,  brought  onc^ 
to  the  cabin  door;  but  I  held  my  sword  to  his 
breast,  and  ordered  him  away.  This  was  the  very^ 
time  that  my  poo.r  brother  was  giving  his  l^st  gasp,' 
fbr  about  a  minute  hefdie  I  heard  hii^  say,  <<  Oh  I 
my  poor  rdel**  which'  were  ahe  last  words  he  ever, 
spoke*  In  ft  minute  oi*  two  after  the  deceased  ex*  i 
pfwd,  both^  Mahony  and  White  came  out  of  the 
cabin,  and  I  asked  if  he  waa  dead*.  They  said  hef 
was.  ^'then  went  into  the  cabin,'  |ind'  felt,  my 
blather's  ^corpse.  Bftving  after wanlii' locked  tW 
cabin-door,  1  put  the  ley  iot^)  ivif  pocket,^  Hid 
VOL.  J.  a  I  ordered 
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ordered  White  imd  Mahony  to  attend  oae  la  my 
tabiu»  where  I  went  and«it  down.  >Mahoo]r  came 
m  tint,  and  said,  **  D— n  me»  captain,  we  have 
done  it»  my  boy  I*'    Then  MaJioofy  gave  me  my 


ing  upwards  ot  14!.  though  White  had  the  moal 
€ash»  becaoiie  Mahony  had  the  watch.     About 
ifpur  o^clock  they  went  into  the  yawl*  and.  got  on 
«iore»  I  having  promised  to  send  them  tickets  for 
three  weeks  or  a  month^s  absence  from,  the  ship.—* 
As  to  the  disposal  of  the  deceased*s  body»  we  in- 
tended to  have  concealed  it  till  the  ship  sailed,  and 
to  fling  it  overboard  sewed  up  in  a  hammock.;  or* 
If  it  had  been  discovered  before*  then  I  intended 
fo  hkve  proved^  by  Mahony>  that  the  deceased 
strangled  himself,  amd  thought  I  could  have  infla- 
enced  a  jury  to  have  brought  him  in  luiiatic.    I 
cannot  help  refleaingon  my  conduct  in  this  affair; 
and  what  makes  a  great  imuression  on  m«  is,  when 
iny  brother  was  first  brougnt  into  the  boat,  he  toM 
ibe  he  knew  my  intent  w&s  to  murde.i^-  him,  anJ^ 
lays  he,  why  don't  you  throw  me  overboard  pow? 
and  then  you  may  go  ashore  and  hang  yourself  in 
tlie  boat^s  fore-sheet,    Justice  h^  most  deservedly 
overtaken  me ;  and  what  gives  me  the  greatie^t  lior 
easiness  is,  that  the  death  of  these  two  poor  crea^ 
tures,  Mahony  and  White»  lie  at  my^door.    Pray 
God  forgive  me,  Cor  i^ure.  never  wa<  any  man  guilty 
^qf  so.  much  wickedness.    As  to  what  th/e  witnesses 
swore  on  my  trial*  I  can  contradict  ao  part  pf  it. 
They  did  their',  duty,  and  I  forgive'them,  as  I 
bojpf ,  through  the  merits  of  nijr  dot  ^loor*  tko 
A&i'gbty  Wirt  ^givc;  nif  ♦" 


Ms  was  eqoallf  ingvfmbttV  id  acknowledging  his 
j^iit  to  his  partjcalar  friends  who  visited  him  whetI^ 
»nder  confinement*    The -persons  whose  e^vldence 
convicted  him  felt  the  eztremest  sorrow  that  they 
should  be  the-  instruments  by  which  he  wa$  to  ri^ 
ceive  the  puni^ment  due  to  his  crimei,  lamenting 
bin  fate  with  the  most  poignant  grief. ,  His  time 
after  conviction  was  spent  chiefly  in  writing  let-^ 
ters  to  persons  of  rank,  to  mike  interest  to  save^ 
his  Itfct  and  his  wife  and  datighter  presented  a  pe* 
tition  to  the  kuig }  but  all  endeavours  of  this  kmdi' 
proving  ineffectualy  he  employed  a  man  lo  hire 
some  colliers  to  "rescue  htm  on  his  .way  to  the  htiV^ 
tree;. an  intimation  of  whictr having  been  eiveh  to*^ 
the  sheriffi  a  proper  guard  was  provided  xo  car^' 
the  law  into  effectual  execution.    Capt.  Gqodere^s^ 
Wife  and  daughter,  dressed  in  deep  mourning,  took| 
a  SQkmn  leave  of  him  on  the  d^y  before  his  d^ath; 
He  went  in  a  mourning  coach  to  the'place  of  exe^^ 
ctttion^  bo.  which  his  accomplices  wete  conveyed  in^ 
a  cart..   They  sobered  near  the  Hot-wells,  Bris-* 
tol,  theaothof  April,  174.1^,  within  view  of  the^ 
place  where  the  ship  lay  when  the  murder  wai 
committed.  ' 

,     GOW,  JOHN,  (pirate,)  whose  assttMcd  name  ^ 
^aa  CArTAiM  Smith,  was  a  native  of  on6  of  the' 
Orkney  Islands  in  the^ North  of  Scotland,  and  hav^^ 
Ing  been  instructed  in  maritime  affairs,  became  so 
expert  therein,  that  he  was  appointed  mate  of  a'^ 
ship*  in  which  be  sailed  on  a  voyage  to  Santa  Criiz»  [ 
Whep  the  vessel  was  ready  to  weigh  anchor  fromi .' 
this  place,  the  merchants  who  had  shippeii  goods* 
on  board  her  came  to  pay  a  parting  visit  to  the' 
captain,  and  tt^  give  him  their  finarinstructtbns.f^ ' 
On  this  occasion,  the  captain,  agreeable  to'cus^o^! 
~  entertaiiicd  his  eomptfny  undei'  ati'  tmmAg  6fo  toe 
a  I  a  .      '   cj^uarttr* 
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quarter-deck  s  and  while  thejr  were  njpllng,  sdme 
of  the  sailors  preferred  a  complaint  ofiJl-treafmene 
they  pretended  to  have  received^  particularly  with 
regard  to  short  atlov^ance.    The  captain  was  irri- 
tated at  so  undeserved  a  charge*  which  seemed  cal- 
culated to  prejudice  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  em- 
ployers }  but  conscious  of'  the  uprightness  of  his 
intentions  he  did  not  reply  in  anger,  but  only  said 
that  there  was  a  iteward  on  board  who -had  the  care 
of  the  proviaionst  and  that  all  reasonable  complaints 
should  be  redressed  i  on  Which  the  seamen  retired 
with  apparent  satisfaction.    The  wind  beina^  fair» 
the  captain  directed  his  men  to  weigli  ancnor  as 
•oon  aa  the  merchants  had  quitted  the  vessel.'   It 
was  observed  that  Paterson»  oneof  the  complaiiiantsy 
was  very  dilatory  in  executing  his  orders,  on  which 
the  captain  demanded  vi^hy  he  did  not  exert  himself 
to  unturl  the  sails }  to  which,  he  made  no  direct 
answer,  but  was  heard  to  rnuttert  <*  As  we'eat»  so 
shall  we  work/*    The  captain  heard  this,  but  took 
no  notice  of  it,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  proceed  to 
extremities.    The  ship  had  no  sooner .  sailed  than 
the  captain  considered  his  situation  as  dangerous, 
on  reflecting  that  hi^  dondnct  had  been  coint>lain«d 
of  and  his  orders  disobeyed.    Hereupon  he  consult- 
ed the  mate,  and  ihey  agreed  to  deposit  al  ttamber     < 
of  ^mall  arms  in  the  cabjui  io  prder  to  defend  tli^ni- 
s^Ives  in  case  of  an  at.tack.    This  precaution 'might 
h^ve  been  extremtly  salutary,  but  ihat  they  spoke 
so  loud  as  to  be  overheard  by  two  of  die  <conspira- 
tors,  who  were  on  the  quartcir  deck.     The  captain 
likewise  directed  the,  mate  to  order  Gow,  who  wa^ 
second  mate  and  guiiner,  to  clean  the  arms,  a  cir- ' 
cumstance  that.ii^ust  plainly  iofiinuate  ro  the  latttr  •. 
tbat  the  consptrac^y  was  at  least  suspected.  ^  Those 
Who  had  overheard  the  con versacion •  between  die- 
.  .  ;  captain 


captatrt  and  iAate»  communicat^ '  the  substancp  pt 
it  to  Gov?  and  the  other  conspiratorst  who  the're^ 
upon  resolved  to  carry  the  plah  ir^to  iinmediate  e;c^ 
cutton .     Qovit  who  had  previously  intend^  to,  t,uri^ 
ptrate^  thought  the  present  an  admirable  oppo^tg- 
nity,  a«  there  were  several  chests  of  mone^  on.boar^ 
the  ship  }    therefore '  he  proposed  to  his  cojnp^- 
nions  that  they  should  Wmediately'^n^bc^rk  in  the 
enterprise;   and  they  accordingly  determined  t<^ 
inurder  the  captain,  and  seize  the  i>hip,  '  Hisilf  tht 
vesseFs  company  were  regularly  called  to  prayers  in 
the  great  cabin,  at  eight  o* clock  in"  t^j;  evening^ 
while  the  other  half  were  doing  duty  on  deck| 
and  after  service,  those  wtvo  had  been  in  the  cabiti 
went  to  rest  in  their  hammocks.'    The  contrivance 
was  to  execute  the  plot  at  this  juncture.    Two  o^ 
the  conspirators  only  remained  on  duty  ;  th<;  re^t^ 
being  among  those  who  retired  to  their  hariini^k^ 
Between  nine  and  ten  at  nig(it  a  kind  of  wat9lir 
word  was  given,  which  was,  *'  WhVi  fires  first  J*' 
On^  this  some  of  the  conspirators  left  their  bs^jSj 
mocks,  and  going  to  the  cabins  of  the  su'r|reonr^ 
chief  mate,  and  supercargo,  tHey  cut  their  thrpatt 
while  they  were  sleeping.     The  surgeon,^  finding 
himself  violently  wounded,  quitted  his  bed,  ahS 
soon  afterwards  dropped  on  the  floor  and  e^pirea| 
'The  mate  and  supercargo  held  "their  hands'  to  tbeit 
throats,  and  going  on  the  quarter-deck,. iulicjted  ^ 
momentary  respite,  to  recomrnend  thtfir  souls  to    ' 
beaven^i^  but  even'this  favour  was  denied*  for  the 
villains,  who  found  their  knives  hkd  failed  to  de- 
stroy them,  dispatched  theita  with  pistols.    The 
^tain  hearing  a  noise*  demanded  the  occasioa  o^ 
it.    The  boatswain  replied,  that  he  did  not  koov^a 
but  he  was  apprcheosive  that  some  of 'the  men  hjid* 
•  I }  cither 
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f  ither  falkn  or.bttn  thrown  otrcrboarcf. «  The  cap* 

tain  hereupon  went'  to  look  oyer  the  shfp^s  sid^,  on 

vvhich  two  of  the  nnurderers  followed,  and  tried  to 

throw  him  into  the  sea  \  but  he'disengaged  himselff 

knd  turned  about  to  take  a  view  of  them,  when  one 

pf  them  cut  his  throat,' but  not  so  as  to  kill  him  i 

hereupon  he  solidted  mercy»  but,  instead  of  grant- 

it\g  it,  the  other  stabbtd:  him  in  the  back  with  a 

ilag^er,  and  would  have  repeated  his  blow,  had  he 

kvt'&iruck  with  su(h  force  that  he  cou)d  not  draw 

batk  the  weapon.     At  this  instant,  Gow,  who  had 

beeh  as^iNting  in  the  murders  between  the  decks, 

tame  on  the  quarter-deck,*  and  fired  a  brace  of 

balls  into  the  captain's  body,  which  put  a  period  to 

his  life.'   As  soon  as  the  dead  bodies  were  thrown 

overboard,  Gow  was  unanimously  appointed  to  the 

i*6mmand  of  the  ship.    "Those  of  the  sailors  who 

Ijad  not  been  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  secre^^ 

themselves;  some  in  the  shrouds,  others  under4he 

(tores,  in  dreadful  apprehension  of  sharing  the  fate 

'^of  the  captain  ancf  their  murdered   companions. 

Gbw  having  assembled  hi^  associates  on  the  quar* 

tet  deck,   appointed  them   th^ir  different  stations 

onboard,  and  it  was  agreed  to  commence  pirates. 

^he  njBw'  captaui  now,  directed  that  the  men  who 

had  concealed  themselves  should  heinfonped  that 

,   tio  danger  would  happen  to  them,  if  they  did  not 

interfere  to  oppose  the  new  governmeht  of  the 

ship,  but  keep^  inch  stations  as  were  assigned  them. 

The  men,  whose  terrors  had  taught  them  to  expcpt 

.  immediate^death,  were  glad   to  comply  wiih  these 

terms  ;  but  the  pirate>,  tp  enforce  obedience  to  their 

orders,  appointed  twj>  men  to  attend  with  drawn 

ditftlh^sses,  to  terrify  the  others  into  submission.  Gow 

;^nd  hils  companions  now*  divided  the  most  valuable 

•  '•  --    •-'        ..       ..    -'^ffrcts 
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t&tcis  IB  thecabin ;  and  th«n  ofdering  liqq^^  to  bc^ 
brought  on  the  qi\arter-deck|  they-con^uHned  thf» 
oight  in  drinking,  while  those  uAConnectpd  iix  thc^  , 
conspiracy  bad  the  care  of  working  the  «hip;  The 
crew  originally  consisted  of  tWeAty-fQur,nieA>  of 
whom  four  had  been  murderedj.ai(3  Cfgbtw^re  <;on«' 
spirators^  and  before  morning,  four  o^  tbe.  atbec:' 
men  had  approved  of  thepro<;eediagsaf  tW.j>TF?(<^» 
so  that  there  were  only  eight  remaining  iiiiPPposifr 
tion  to  the  newly  usurpefl  authpri^y.  On;  the  foU. 
fowing  day,  the  new  captain  aummoned  thf»e;^jght) 
Aien  to  attend  hiin,  and  telling  then)  be  was  detei^* 
mined  to  go  on  t  cruizing  voyage,  said,  ..that  they 
should  be  well  treated  if  they  v^ere  disposed  to  act 
in  concert  with  the  rest  of  t^e  crew.  He  said>  that, 
every  man  should  fare  in  t^e  same'  manner ^jind  that  • 
good  order  and  discipline  were  all  that  would  be; 
req  u  j  red .  He  sa  id  farther,  that  the  -  capta  in  *s  lubu- 
manity  had  produced  the  consequences  which  had; 
happened  i  that  those  who  had  not  been  concerned  la 
the  conspiracy  bad  no  reason  to  fear  apy  ill  cohse^ 
quences  from  it  $  that  they  had  only  to  discharge 
their  duty  as  seamen,  aiui  every  man  should  be  re*i 
warded  according  to  his  meijt.  To  this  address* 
these  unfortunate  honest  men  made  no  kind  of  reply ; 
and  Gow  interpreted  their  silence  into  an  assent  ta 
measures  which  it«wasnot  in.  their  power  to  oppose* 
After  this  declaration  of  th«  will  of  the  new  cap-, 
tain,  they  were  permitted  to  range  (he  ship  at  their 
pleasure,  but  as  some  of  them  appeared  to  act  very 
reluctantly,  a  strict  eye  was  kept  on  their  conJ«KU  ; 
for,  as  guilt  is  ever  suspicious,,  these; pirates  werf 
greatly  apprehenKivc  of  being  brought  to  justice  by 
means  of  some  6f  these  men.  Willtanviy  who  acted 
as  lieutenant  of  the.' vessel,  and  w^o  was/distin*. 
guished  by  (he  feracity  of  ^14  nature«  hai  ^  oppor-^     J 
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tnnky  of  earerfiff^fais  cruelt3ri  by'beaimg  tfiiFse  un- 
happy sailot^  (  a   pmileg^that  be  did' not  fail  to 
txert  with  a  degree  of  •cverify  that  rendered  h'^is  very 
name  detestable.    The  ship  thos  seized  had  been 
called  the  George  g^lley»  but  the  pirates  gave  hef 
the  name  of  the  |levengei  and  having  mounted  se- 
,  Teralgtins,  they  steered  towards  Spam  and  Portu- 
gttf  in  expectation  of  making  a  capture  of  wine,  of 
which  article  they  were  greatly  in  want.  They  soon 
made' prize  of  an  English  vessel,  laden  with  fish, 
bound  from  Newfoundland  to  Cadiz  i  but  having 
no  use  forthe  cargo,  they  took  out  the  captain  and 
four  men  who  navigated  the  ship,  which  they  sunk;' 
One  of  the  seamen  whom  they  took  out  of  the  cap^ 
tured  vessel  was  "named  John  Belvin ;  a  man  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  their  pnrpose,  as  he  was  by 
nature  cruel,  and  by  practice  hardened  in  that  cru- 
elty.    He  said  tp'Go#  that  he  was  willing  to  enter 
into  all  his  schemes^'  for  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
the  practice  of  acts  of  barbarity.    This  man  was 
thought  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  crew,  as  seve-*- 
ral  of  the  others  appeared  to  act  from  mbtiyes  of 
fear  rather  than  or  inclination.    The  next  vessel 
taken  by  the  pirates  was  a  Scotch  ship,  bound  td 
Italy  with  pickled  herrings  $  but  this  cargo,  like 
th€  former,  being  of  no  use  to  them,  they  sUtek  thd 
vessel,  having  first  taken  out  the  mdii,  arms,  am- 
munition, .  and  stores.     After  cruizing  eight  of  ten 
days,  they  saw  a  vessel  about  the  size  of  their  own, 
to  which  they  gave  chase.    She  hoisted  French  co- 
lors^v'and  crowded  all  her  sail  in  order  to  get  clear 
of  them  i  and  after  a  chase  of  three  days  and  liights, 
they  lost  the  French  vessel  in  a  fog.     Being  dis- 
tressed for  water,  they  now  steered  towards  the  Ma. 
'  '^'^  inlands,  of'whii^  they' came  in  sight  in  two' 
i  -but  not  thinking^  it  prademt  to  enter  thenar- 
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hovit,  thtf  steered,  off  and  on  for  several  daysy  in 
expectation  of  making  prize  of  some.Pbr/uguese  or 
Spanii^h  vessel  i   but  their. hope's  were  frustrated. 
'l*heirdi&ti^s$  increasing,  they  stood  in  for  the  har** 
bour,  and  brought  'the  ship  to  slu,  anchor,  but  at  a. 
Considerable  distande  from  the  shore.     This  being 
'  done,  they' sent  sev^n  nieh>  wel|.arnied>  in  a  boat*, 
Yii'h  instructions  to  board  a,  ship*  cut  her  cables, 
and  bripg  h^r  off;  but  if  they  failed  in  thi^  they. 
we're  to  attempt  to  make   prize  o,f  w|pe  and  watery 
conveying  them  jn  thAroats  to  the  ships.  Both  the^e ' 
schemes,  however,  were  frustrated,  it  being  easUy  i 
known,  from  the  distance  they  lay  at,  that  theyt 
were  pirates.    When  they  had  crufsed  off  for  some, 
days,  tjiey  found  themselves  in  such  distress^  that  it 
became  absolutely  necessary  to  seek  immediate  re-: 
liefpon  which\they  sailed. to  Porta  Saqta^  aPor-; 
tuguese  settkmeji^  at  the  distance  oi*  about  ten. 
leagues.  .Oir. their  arrival  off  this' place,  they  sent 
their  boat  on  sjhore,  with. a  preseat  oi^  salmon  and, 
herrings  for  the  governor,  and  the  name  of  ^  porft  to>, 
which  they  pretended  to  be  bound.    The  persons 
s<nt  on  «hbre*were  pvilly  treated  by  tht;  governor,  . 
who  accompanied  some  of  his  friends  on  board  the  , 
ship.    Gow  and  his  associates  received  the  governor^ 
very  politely^  and  entertained  him  and  his  company, r 
in  the  most  hospitable  manner  j  but^^the  boats  b«*r 
longing  to  the  pirates  not  corning  on  board  widi 
some  provisions  they  had  expected,  and  the  govern- 
or and  his  attendants  preparing  to  depart,  Gow  and  ■ 
his  j>eople  threatened  to  take  away.thi;ir jivfji,  unkl* 
they  fhstantly  furnished  them  with  what' thiey  re»^- 
quired.     The  surprise  of  the  Portuguese,  gjpvernor 
and   his  friends  on  this  occasion  is  not,t9>e   ex* » 
pfe^sed.  'They  drcac^ed  instant  deatB^  afld  jwjtli. 
every  sign  of  extreme  fear  solicited  t^at  ^hpyr.  lives 
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aiglitbetp«red.  Gem  being  pettmptory  in  hif 
demandtt  the  governor  sent  a  boat  repeatedly  oa 
share,  till  the  pirates  were  furnished  with  such  ar- 
ticles as  they  wanted.  This  business  being  ended » 
the  Portuguese  were  permitted  to  depart,  and  the 
pirates  determined  to  steer  towards  the  coast  of 
Spain*  where  they  spon  arrived,  After  cruuing  a 
few  davi  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  they  fell  in  with  ah 
English  vesKl,  bound  from  the  coast  of  Guinea  to 
Aflierica,  with  slaves>  but  had  been  obliged  to  put 
into  the  port  of  Lisbon :  though  it  was  of  no  use  to 
them  tocapture  stich  avessel,  they  took  it,  and  put- 
ting on  board  the  captain  and  men  they  had  hereto- 
ihrt  taken,  and  taking  out  all  the  provisions  and  some 
of  the  sailsytheyleft  the  ship  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 
Falling  in  with  a  Prench>  ship  laden  with  wine,  oit» 
aiKl  fruit,  they  took  out  the  lading,  and  gave  the' 
verael  to  the  Scotch  captain,  in  rettim  for  his  ship 
which  they  had  sunk.  The  Scotchman  was  like- 
wise presented  with  som<vaiuable  articles,  and  per* 
mitted  to  take  his  men  to  sail  with  him^  all  ^of , 
whom  did  so,  except  one,  who  continued  with  the 
pirates  through  choice.  The  dav  previous  to  this' 
affkir,  they  observed  a  French  snip  bearing  down 
towards  them;  on  which  Gow  ordered  his  people 
tolay  td,  but  observing  thlt  the  vessel  mounted 
two  and  thirty  guns,  and  seemed  proportionably 
fttlt  of 'men,  he  assembled  his  people,  and  observed 
to  them  that  it  would  be  madness  in  them  to  think 
of  ^gaging  so  superior  a  force.  The  crew  in  ge- 
neral^  were  of  GowN  opinion  j  but  Williams^  the 
liedteAant,  said  that  Gow  was  a  coward,  and  un* 
wbrthy  to  command  the  ve&^l.  The  fact  was,  that 
Gow  possessed  somewhat' of  calm  courage,  while 
WilBams*s  impetuosity  was  of  the  most  brutal  kind. 
The  )Mtter^  after  briiaviog  in  the  most  abusivo 
•,         ,  ,  \  mannci 
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fntfincrv  demanded  that  the  formed  should  give 
orders  for  fighting  the  vessel  $  but  Govv  refusing  to 
comply,  the  other  presented  a  pistol  to  shoot  him^ 
'  which  only  flashed  m  the  pan.  This  being  observed 
by  tfi'o  of  the  pirates,  named  Winter  and  Patirson* 
^ey  both  fired  at  Williams,  when  one  of  tbem^ 
wounded  him  in  the  arm,  andthe  other  in  the  belly. 
He  dropped  as  toon  as  the^pieces  were  discharged, 
ind  the  other  «eamen.  thinking  he  was  dead,  were 
about  to  throw  him  overboard,  when  he  suddenly 
fpraog  on  his  feeif,  jumped  into  the  hold,  and  swore 
he  would  set  fire  to  the  powder-room  j  and  as  his 
pistol  was  yet  loaded,  there  was  every  reason  to 
think  he  would  actually  have  done  so,  if  he  had 
not  been  instantly  seized,  and  his  hands  chained 
behind  him,  in  which  condition  he  was  put  among 
the  French  prisoners,  who  were  terrified  at  the  sight 
of  him,  it  having  been  a  common  practice  with 
him  tb  flog  the  poor  prisoners  byway  of  entertain- 
inent.  No  engagement  happened  with  the  French 
ship,  which  hekl  on  her  way ;  and  two  ^ys  after« 
wards  the. pnrates  took  a  ship  belonging  to  Bristol, 
which  was  laden  with  salt  fi^h,  and  bound  from 
Newfoundland  to  Oporto.  Having  taken  out  the 
provisions,  and  man^'  of  the  stores,  they  .compelled 
two  of  the  crew  to  sail  with  them,  and  then'  put  the 
French  prisoners  on  board  the  liewly  captured  ves- 
sel, which  was  ju^t  on  the  point  of  sailing,  when 
they  began  to  reflect  in  wnat  manner  Williams 
should  be  disposed  of.  At  length  they  determined 
to  put  him  on  board  the  Bristol  ship,  the  oom"- 
ma^der  of  |which  was  desired  to  turn  him  over  to^ 
the  fii-st  Engl!  h  man  of  war  he  .should  meet  withi 
that  he  might  experience  the  justice  due  to  tia 
cHrbes;  and  In  the  mean  time  to  keep  him  in  tha 
ftrictest  confinenaeot/  On  the  departure  of  the 
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Bristol  ship,  Gow  and  his  crew  l>egan  to  reflect  on 
tlieir  sttuarion.     They  were  apprchen^iye/rjistt  'a^ 
soon  at  mteUigencc  of  their  procefdingt*  reached 
Portirgaly  some  vhips  would  be' sent  \A   pursuit  of 
f  hem.   Hereupon  they  formed  a  kind  of  council,  in 
which  every  one  gave  his  opinion |   as  dictated  by 
the  hope  of  piofit,*oV  by  his  fears.     Some  of  them 
advised  going  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  ethers  to 
North  America,  and  others  again  to  the  West  In- 
dies j.  b"t  Gow  proposed  to  sail  to  the  isles  qF  Ork- 
ney, on  the  north  of  Scotland,,  where,  he  said, 
they  might  dispose  of  the  effects,  and   retire  and 
live  on  the  product.   Tp  induce  his. people  to  com- 
ply with  the  proposal^  Gow  represented  that  they 
were  much   in  want  of  water,  and  provisions  of 
every  kind  ;   that  their  danger  'would  be  great  if 
they  continued  longer  on  the  high  seas,  and,  above 
all,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  for  them  to  repair 
their  ship,  which  they  could  not  do  with  any  degree 
of  safety  in  a  southern  port.  He  likewise  said,  that 
if  any  ships  should  be  dispatched  in  que^t  of  them, 
they  wo^kl   not  think  of  seaichiug  for  tliem  in  a 
dorrhern  latitude,  ^so  that  their  voyage  that  way 
would  be  safe ;  and  if  they  would  follow  4iis  direc- 
tions, much  booty  might  be  obtained  hy  plunder- 
ing the  houses'of  the  gentlemen,  residing  near  the 
s^a  coaut.     The  danger  of  alarming  the  country 
vias  started  as  an  objection  to  these  proposals  ;  but, 
Gow  said  that  they  should  be  able  to  dispatch  all 
their  business,  ^and  bail  again,  before  such  an  event 
could  happen.     Apparently  convinced  bv  this  rea- 
soning, they  steei-ed    northward,  and  entering  a 
Way  of  one  of  the  Orkney  Isjands,  Gow  assembled 
Kts  crew,  in  order  to  instruct  them  to  say  that  they 
were  bound  from  Cadiz  t«  Stockholm^  biit  contrary 
windk.  driving  them  past  the  Sound,   till  it  was 
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filled  wrth  ice,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
^dttrng  in  to  clean  their  ship,  and  that  they  woutd^ 
pay  ready  money  fdr  such  articles  as  tkey  stood  in 
vted  of.     It  happened  that  a  smuggling  vessel  lay^ 
at  this  time  in  the  bay.     It  belonged  to  the  Isle 
pf  Man,  and  being  laden  with  brandy  and  wine' 
from  France,  had  conie  north  about,  to  steer  clear 
of  the  custom-house  cutterr.    In  their  present  situ-' 
ation,  Gow  thought  it  prudent  to  exchange  goodr 
with  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  though,  in  any 
other,  he  woufd  hardly  have  been  so  ceremonious. 
A  Swedi^h  vessel  entering  the  bay  two  daj^s  after-' 
Wards,  Gow  likewise'exchanged  tome  goods  with  the 
captain.   When  the  boat  went  ashor^  one  evenin?, 
a  young  fellow^  who  had  been  rompeiled  to  take 
part  with  the  jMrates,  got  away  from  the  rest  of  the 
boat^s  crew,  arid,  afieiT  lying  concealed  some  tune' 
at  a  farm-house,  hired  a  person  to  shew  him  the 
rond  to  Kirkwall,  the  principal  place  on  the  islands,' 
and  abouttw^lfe  miles  distant  from  the  i)ay  where 
fh'e' ship  lay  atanehor.    Here  hd  applied  TO  a  ma-' 
gt!<fra<ej  sAid  he  had  been  forced  into  the  f^ervice, 
and  begged  that  he  might  .be  entitled  t6  r^ie  pro-' 
fcction  of  the  law,  as  iht  fear  of  death  alone  had 
induced  him  to  be  connected  wrth  the  pirates.  Hav- 
in^  given  a  full  account  of  all  their  irregular  pro- 
ct^iiigs,  t^^e  sheriff  issued  his  precepts  to  the  Con- 
stables and  othe4  peace  office r«  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  people,  to, assist  in  bringing  thoie  villains  to' 
justice.     About  thi>  juncture,  ten  of  Gow*s sailors, ' 
^who  had  likewise  t:»ken  an  involuntaiy  part  with 
rhe  pirates,  seized  the  long-bbat,  and  having Vnade'^ 
the  noarn-land  of'Scotland,  coasted  the  country  till 
tfey  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  where  they  vyere  im-' 
pirisoned  on  suspicioir  of  being  pi  rates.'    Notwith-' 
IK  '     '  standing 


47*  doii'. 

ttaudine  fhese  alarming  clrettOKtaness,  Gow  ii» 
so  careless  of  his  own  safety^  that  he  did  not  put 
immediately  to  sea,  bat  resolved  to  plunder  dia 
bouKs  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  coastf  to  fumtdi 
.  himself  with  fresh  provisions.  In  ptirsuanoe  of  this 
resolution)  be  sent  his  boatswain  and  ten.  armed 
men  to  the  house  of  M r«  Honeyman,  bigh-sberilF 
of  the  county  {  and  the  master-being  absent,  the 
servants  opened  the  door  without  suspidon.    Nino 
of  the  gang  went  into  the  house  to  search  for  trea* 
siire»  while  the  tenth  was  left  ~to  guard  the  door. 
The  sight  of  m,en  thiis  armed » .occasioned  muck 
terror  to  Mrs.  Honeyman  and  her  daughter,  who 
shrieked  with  dreadfol  apprehensions  for  their  per- 
sonal safety  i  but  the  pirates,  employed  in  the  search 
of  plunder,^  had  no  idea  of  molesting  the  ladies. 
Mra.  Honeyman  running  to  the  door,  saw  the  maa 
who  stood  guard  there,  of  whom  she  asked  the 
meaning  of  the  outrage  i  to  which  he  calmly  re- 
plied, that  thev  were  pirates,  and  had  come  hither 
only  to  ransack  the  house;    Recollecting  that  she 
had  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold  in  a  bag,  she 
returned  and  pat  it  in  her  Jap,  and  ran  by  the  man 
at  the  door,  who  had  no  idea  but/that  the  wish  t« 
preserve  her  life  occasioned  her  haste.    Tbe  boat- 
swain finding  no  money,  declared  that  he  would 
destroy  the  family  writings  if  cash  was  not  pro- 
duced i  but  this  being  overheard  by  Miss  Honey^ 
man,  she  threw  th^  writings  out  of  the  window, 
aiid  jumped  out  after  ^hem,'  (it  being,  a  low  house) 
escaped  unhurt,  and  carried  them  off.   In  thc^inte* 
jim,  the  pirates  seized  the  linen,  plate,  and  other 
valuable  articles,  and  then  walked  in  triumph  ut 
their  boat,  compelling  one  of  the  servants  to  play 
before  them  on  the  bagpipes^    On  the  following 


^tyltkejr  weighed  anchor,  bat  on  the  evening  jof 
die  same  day  came  again  to  anchor  near  another 
idand*  Here  the  boatswain  and  some  men  were 
acDt  on  stiore  in  search  of  pknder,  but  did  not  ob- 
iun  any.  Thev  then  sailed  to  an  island  called 
Calf  3oand>  with  an  intention  of  robbine  the  house 
•f  Mr^Fea,  whb  had  been  an  old  school-fellow  with 
6ow«  This  house  was  the  rather  pitched  upon,  a»  - 
€k)w  supposed  that  Mr.  Fea  could  not  haver  yet' 
iMard  of  the  transactions  at  Mr.  Honeyman'^  >  but 
ia  this  he  was  mistaken  |  however,  Mr.  Fea,  on 
afdootmtof  the  then' indisposition  of  his  wife,  wae 
fli^eapable  of  opposing  them.  His  bouse  was  situ*-  ' 
soed  near  the  sea*shore  :'he  had  onl^  six  servants  kt 

^  Heme  when'  the  pirates  a^ppeared  off  the  cfoait,  and' 
they  wc^  by  nd  means  equal  to  a  contest  with'  ttie 
jdunderets*  It  may  not^  be  improper  to  remark/ 
that  the  tide  runs  so  )iigk  among  the  islands,  *and^ 
Vfafs  witk  such  force  against'  the  rocks,  that  the' 
navigation  h  frequently  attended  with  grei^  danger* 
Gow,  who  ha4  not  boats  to  assist  him  in  an  cmer* 
geney,  and  was  un&kiUed  in  the  navigation  of 'those 

'  aeasi  made  a  blunder  in  tutnuig  into  the  ba^  of 
Calf  Sound  $  for,  standing  too  near  the  point  of  ar^ 
mmU  island  called  the  Calf,  the  vessel  was  in  the 
uimost  danger  of  being  run  on  shore.    This  little 
island  was  «iere)y  a-  pasture  for  sheepjbelonging  to 
Mr«  Pea,  who  had  at  that  time  six  hundred  feeding 
on  it.    Gew  having  cast,  his  anchor  too  near  the 
sbpie,  so  that  the  wind  could  not  bring  him  off, 
tent  a  boat  With  a  Imer  to  Mr.  Fea, .  requesting 
that  he  would  lend  him  another  boat,  to  assist  hitt'. 
In  (leaving. off  the  t^ip^  by  ca  rying  out  ananchdr^- 
and  aituring  blm  that  he  would  not  do  the  katt 
iijti^  10  wy  individual.    As  Oow*s  messenger  didh 
%K%  not 
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hot  Me  Mr.  F«a*s  boat»  the  latter  give  him  an  eva« 
sive  answer,  and»  on  the  approach  of  nighty  ordcitA 
hia  servants  to  sink  hU  own  boat,  aad  hide  the  saih 
and  rigging.  While  they  wi-re  obe^ng  thisordefv 
five  of  Gow*s  men  came  on  shore  in  the  bcfae,  a^d 

Eroceeded,  doubly  armed,  towards  Fea^s   ho«tse. 
[ereupon  the  latter  advanced  towards  them  i^irfaaa 
assurance  of  friendship,  and  begged  that  they  wottU 
not  enter  the  house,  for  that  his  wife  wastfycccd- 
Ing  ill,  that  the  idea  of  their  approach  had.greatiy 
alarmed  her,  and  tbis.t  the  sight  of  them  might  pro- 
bably deprive  her  of  life.  .  The  boatswain  ivplic^ 
that  they  had  no  design  to  terrify  Mrs  f  ea^  or  anJT 
other  person,  but  that  the  mpst  rigorous  treatmeot 
i|)uft  be  expected^  if  the  use.  of  the  boat  wa«  deified 
them..      Mr.  Fea  represented   how  dangerpus  il 
vvouJd  be  for  him  to  assist  them,  on  account  of  the 
reports  circulated  to  their  discredit  i  bift  he  •oJ&nBd 
to  eajtertain  (hem  at, an  adjacent  alehouse,  and 
they  accepted  the  invitation*  as  they  observed  that 
he  had  no  company*     While. they  iverednnkin^^ 
Mr.  Fea  ordered  his    servants    to  destl^,  their 
boat,  and  when  they  had   done  so,  to  CfiU  hMO 
hastily  out  of  company,  and.i^)foi;m  him  of.  it*— 
These  orders  weie  exactly  c^^fuplied   T/'uhi   nod 
when  lie  hnd  left  thp  pirates,  -he  directed  six  4B^n«- 
Well  armed,  to  fetation  themselves  behind  a  hedgt^t 
and  if  they  observed  him  come.aloae  with  the  bqat- 
siyvain,  instantly  to  seize  'him  {  but  if .  he  cayne  with 
all  the  ifive  devperadoes,  he  would  walk  forward*  so 
as  to  give  them  an  oppoitunity  of  .fifing  sMthont 
Wounding   himself.      After  ..giving  these  orders 
Fea  ret u rued  to  the  company.' whom  he  invited  |to 
his  hpub^,  on, the  promise  of  their  b'^^*^'*'?  peace* 
af>iy„,ai^d  said.i^  Yvovid  n^aMc.  thrm  haarlij)^  ««<•% 
'J..     "  £  jt  c  •  '        come. 


/corae.  Tbey  illcxiircsscd  t  readfilte  to  tCleiid 
biaiy  ih  the  hope  of  getting  the  boat  \  but  he  told 
'  them  he  would  rather  have  the  boatswain^scompaaf 
pnly*  and  would  afterwards  send  for  his  coltipa* 
aions.  .This  betog  agreed  to,  ithe  boatswain*  set 
^rward  with  two  brace  of  pistols,  and  walking  with 
MjT.  Fei  till  they  camt^to  thd  hedpe  where  his  men 
were  concealed,  he  then  seized  him  by  the  collar* 
WhUe  the  others  took,  him  into  custody,  before  he 
had  tfme  to  make  any  defence.  The  boatswain 
nailed  aloud  for  his  men  %  but  Mr.  Fea,  forcing  a 
handkerchief  into  his  mouth,  bpond  him  hand  and 
Hoot,  and  then  left  one  of  his  own  people  to  guard 
him,  while  himself  .and  the  rest  went  back  to  the 
nublic- house.  There  heing  two  doors  tothehooscy 
they  went  some  to  the  one,  aiid  some  to  the  otbe,r» 
and  rushing  tn  at  bnce,  ttiey  made  prisoners  of  the 
other  fotir  men,^  before  thejF  had  time  to  <have  re- 
coune  to  their  asms  for  defence.  The  £ve  piratcf 
being  thus  io  custody,  were  sent  to  an  adjacent 
village,  and  separately  confined }  m  the  interim,' 
%ir.  Fea^eent  messengfrs  round  the  island,  to  ac- 
quaint the  inhabitants  with  wnat  had  been  done  \ 
4esiring  them  to  haul  their  boars  on  the  beach,  that 
the  pirates  should  not  swim  to  and  steal  them'f 
and  requesting  that  no  persdn  would  venture  to  row 
withhi  reach  of  the  pirates*  guns.  On  the  follow* 
ing  day  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north-west,  and^ 
blew  haid,  on  which  the  pirates  conceived  hopes  of 
getting  out  to  sea  \  but  thie  person  emplo3red  to  cut 
the  cable  missing  some  of  bis  strokes,'  the  shtp'*s  way . 
was  checked;  sl^  turned  round,  and  the  cable  part-' 
ing,  the  vessel  wasdriven  on  Calf  Island;  Red  uced 
to  thb  dilemma,  without  even  a  boat  Kp  assist  in 
gc;tti»g  off  the  shif  ,  Oow  hung  out  i  white  %kg^  vi 
s  K  }  att 
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tw  iMtmation- thkt  he  was  wHKi^  t5<treaton  frieihf- 
^  trrms^  bi>t  Mr.  Fen,  havmg  now  little  doubt  of 
ifQurlng  the  pirateti  wrote  to  Gow,>aad:tol<l  itiiwhe 
hid  b<i«n.epmpelied  to  make  prisu&ers  of  bis  ttren« 
•n  accoMut  of  their  ioBolent  hchaviour.  He  like- 
wi«e  tqtld  him  that  thi:  wjioie  country  was  alarmedy 
aoi^  that  the  aumt  probable  ichaace  or  securing  his^ 
gwn.life»  would  be  by  ^ufrecidering,  and  becoming' 
an  eyidcQci:  against  htsi  accomplices.  Foar  ^rmed 
men- in  an  open  boat  carried'this  letter  to'Oowy  who 
sent  iur  answer  that  he  would  -  give  goods  to  ihe 
value  pf  a  thoq^^and  pounds  to  he  assisted  in  ht« 
escape ;  but  if  this  should i)t<refu8ed>  he  would'seC 
Hvt  IP  the  «h1p  rather  thato  bocome  a  prisoner*  Ht 
^v«n  saidr  that  he  wowK)  trust  to  the  mercy  of  the^ 
waves,  if  Mr.  Fea  woulU  indulge  him  with  a  boat. 
On  reading  this  letttn,  Mr.  |<*ea  determined  to  per- 
sujide  him  to  submit*  and 'therbfdre  took  fourm^n^ 
^ell  armed,  iitk  a  boat,  and  rowad  towards  the  ship  ; 
but  he  preyiol-ly  placed  a  man  with  a  flag' in  his 
hand,  at  tl^  top  of  his  house*  toraake  such  signals 
ak  might  be  proper 'to  prevent  his  falling  a  sacrifice 
to  any  artifise  of  the  pirates.     The  instructions 

fiven  to  thiir servant  were,  thsCt  he  Would  wave  the 
ag  once  if  h^  «aw  one  of  the  pirates  swim  towards 
the  shore  ;  but  if  he  beheld  four  or  more  of  them' 
he  should  wave  it  constantly  till  his  master  got  out 
of  danger.  Mr.  Fea,  rowing  .forwards,*  spoSce 
thrc^ugh  a  trumpet,  asking  Gow  to  come  on  shore, 
and  talk  with  him,  which  the  latter -said  he  would. 
Hereupon  Fea  Jay  to,  in  waiting  for  him  }  but  at 
this  juncture  he  saw  a  man  swimming. -from  the 
ship,  with  a  whitf  flag  in^his  hand,  on  which  th^ 
man  on  the  hous^.  waved  iii»  flag  $.  but  soon  after- 
words', he  was  ob^rvcd  tto  waive  it.^ntiiTuaiiy,  on 
.         /  .  "     ,  which 


wbtcb  MrjFta^t  boat  Retired »  iii^  those  mliec  pre* 
sentljr  9&w^  five-tmore  of  tthe  pvnites'  &v»imiilk^  lo- 
iB^rds  them ; ' bit  diey  wtarned  to  the  Aipasitoido' 
as  they  saw  the  bthers  were  wrare-of  tbe^ariUicev 
The  ^  first  pirate,  who  trarried  the  winte  ila|;, '.  now 
rttirod  to^a  coroir  of  the  klaod^  and  €aliin|^'to.Mr. 
Fea,  told  htm  that  **  the  captain  had;seat.hiinr..a 
bottle  of  >  braadv.^*  Fea  replied,  that  h«. hoped  to 
see  Gow  hanged^  and  that  he  wai inclined  ito  fhoot 
the  messeitger  for  h»  insolence;  on!  whidi  the  fel- 
low-decamped  With  great  preeipitatidm-  Sfbon  after 
this  Gow  wrote  ar  moit  humble  letter  to  Mrs^Fea,^ 
imploring  her  iriterferencein  his  behalf  •;  ahd  though 
the  bad  determined  not  to  interest  herself  in  his  fa* 
vour,  yet  he  resolved  to  go  dn  shore  {.and  taking,  a 
white  flag  in  his  haihd,  he  made  signals'  forta  parley  i 
on  which  •  Mr.  Fea  sent  some  arqned  men  to  seize  . 
y.  him  living  or  dead.  On  their  meeting,  .Gow  itisist*' 
/  ed  that  one  of.tlie  men  should  be  left  as  a  hostage  f 

and  this  circumstance  being  keen  by  Mr.  Fe^,  fi-om 
the  windows  of.  his  house,  he  sailed. oieerto  the 
island,  where  he  reprimanded  his.  people  4or  deliver- 
^  the  hostage ;  and  likewise  told  Gow  that  he  waa 
his.  prisoner.     Gow  relied,-  that  could  not   be^; 
sifice  a  hostage   bad  "beeni delivered  for  him.    To 
this  Mr. Fea  replied,  that  he  had  issued  no ^Qid«rs 
for  delivering  the  hostage,  and  that  the  nuin  who. 
had  foolishly  engaged  himself  as iuch^  must  submit 
to  the  consequence  t  but  he  advised  Gow',  for  his  ■ 
own  sake,  to  make  signals,  that  the  man*  might  ob- 
tain hisliberty.    This  Gow  refused  to  do;  bat  F«a- 
made  signals  which  deceived  the'pirates>  two  of 
whom   came  on   shore  with  tho  man,  and  were 
instantly  taken  into  custody.     Govr-was  nowdis* 
.  armed  of  his  aword,  and  wpadc  fvmnup  aftcf  beg- . 
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fiag,  to  "be  shaft  wkfahlturoid  inliis 
ritt|eiMltr«f  the  gattgbtingthiit,w^BtcdiMr.Fe» 
Iwd  reooorw  to  ttratagcmrto  get  aH  the  wtA  im» 
his  pMrer»     Ht  mm  cooipcilcd  Oew.  to  mabr 
s%m1«  f»r  sofllo  of  the  me*,  to  xome  on  siho«^ 
which- thc^  nmdikf  dHf  tmd  were  •^prchfoded  hf 
men  concealed  to  take  them  as  they  otrived^:  FeOt 
now  iopimnitecl  to  Gow  that  he  Would  Jet  him  ha«r 
a  boM  10  Oscope»  if  he  woum  send  for  bis  carfeflter* 
to  repah  k*  aad  to  bring  witb  him  two  or  thrao: 
hand*  to  omtst  him  t  Gow  ooroplsedtrthe  nwo  came 
off 9  and  were  severally .seitedi   but  as  there:  wete- 
other  people  stiU  on  boaid*  Mr.  Fea  had  recourse  so . 
the  following  contriraaee  to  get  them  into  his  pos-> 
session.    He  directed  his  own  -servants  to  iirovido 
hammeiVf  nails,  icQ.  and  make  a  pretence  of  ve« 
pairing  the  boat  {  and*  while  thia  #a»  doings  aoSi  < 
Gow  to  aend  for  hi;f  men,  aince  he  must,  have  pos*. 
session  of  the  ship  before  he  would  deliver  up  ^> 
boat.'  The  pirates,  on  receiving  their  late  captatn'*o 
orders  to  comeon  shore,  were  very  doutkfnl  how  t»\ 
act,  but  afeer  a  short  debate,  and  having  no  oflloeo  • 
to  ooonnand  them*  they  shared  what  money  thcf 
possesaed,  and  coming  on<ahore»  were  al4  take* 
into  custody.     Thus,  by  an  equal  exertion  o€ 
counigeond  artifice,  i^r^  Pea  secured  tbese^daagerv 
•us  men,  twenty-eight  in  number,  without  a  single 
man  being  kiHed  or  woonded  }  and  only  with  the- 
aid  of  a  few  coantrymen,   a  force  apparently  vegr 
insufficient  to  the^accomplishment  of  suclv  a  busi- 
ness. When  all  the  prisoners  were  properly  secured 
Mr.  Fea  sent  an  eirpress  to  Edinburgh,  requesting  , 
that  profier  persons  might  be  aent  to  conduct  them 
to  that  city*    As  soon  as  hb  express  armed,  an-  . 
Aihcr  waa  feawanied  to  Xoudoa,  to  learn  the  Auyal 

pleasure 


^kasare  lespcccliiff  the  disposal  of  fhe  )> i  rates  ;  ami 
the  answer  broagnt  was,'  that  the    Lord  Justice 
Clerk  should  immediately  send  them  to  Loudon,  in 
Older  to  th^ir  being  tried  by  a  court  of  admiralty 9 
to  he  held  for  that  purpose.    When  these  otdefs 
ftachi^  Edinburgh,  a  guard  of  soldiers  marched  to 
feteh  them  to  that  ^ity ;  and,  on  their  arrival  thev 
were  put  on  board  the  Greyhound  frigate,  whien 
immediately  sailed  for  the  Thames.     On  their  ar- 
fival  in  the  river,  a  detachment  of  the  guards  fcpRi' 
^he  tower  attended  their  landings  and  conducted 
fliem  to  the  Marshalsea  prison,  where  they  once 
tootesikW  Lieatenrant  Williams,  who  had  been  con* 
%eyed  to  England  by  the  man  of  war  which  received 
l^im  from  the  Bristol  captain  at  Lisbon.    This 
Williams,  though  certain  of  coming  to  an  i^nomi- 
^iiious  end,  took  a  malignant  pleasure  in  seemg  his 
companions  in  like  circumstances  of  calamity.    A 
commission  was  now  made  out  for  their  trial ;  and 
fobn^  after  their  commitment  jihey  underwent  sepa- 
rate examinations  •  before  the  Judges  of  the  admi- 
ralty court  in   Doctors^  Commons,  when  five  of 
them,  who  appeared  to  be  less  guilty  than  the  rest^ 
%?ere  admitted  evidences  against  their  accomplices* 
The  behavionr  6f  Gow,  from  his  first  commitment, 
was  reserved  and,  morose.    He  considered  himself 
as  an  assured^ vtStln^  to  the  justhre  of  thdaws',  nor 
entertained  any  hope  of  being  admitted  an  evidence, 
as  Mr.  Pea  had  hinted.     Being  removed  from  the  ' 
M§/^6alsea   to  Newgate^  their  trials  came  on  at 
the  Old  Bailey.    Gow,  at  firjSt,  refused  t0,^lead»  iir 
consequence  of  which^betvasSentenccndtoiie  press* 
ed  to  death  in  thetis()alinapner^    His  reason  for 
this  refusal  was,  that  he  liad  ^an  estate  whreh  lie 
wished  might  dcscendto?  relatfOtf>  and  which  would 
;-  .:*  ba 


litvt.lieen  the  Mie/had  he4ied  uadec  t^^pitMimt 
but  when  the  proper  officers  wcreaboiuio  iaflioi 
thtt  punishmentt  he  begged  to  be  taken  agaia  <• 
Che  bar  to  plead »  of  which  the  judge  bciar  inforiPT 
<d»  humanely  granted  his  request  j  and  £e  cootie 
quence  wasi  that  he»  Williams,  and  six  others  W^ 
convicted, -aqd  received  sentence  of  death :  the  reif 
were  acquittedi  as  it  apptared  that  they  had  aomi 
by  compulsion.  While  under  sentence  of  deadb 
Gow  was  visited  by  some  Fresbyteriaa  mi|U$Lei% 
who  laboured  to  convince  him  of  the  ^trocioMsqMf 
of  his  crime,  bUt  he  seemed  deaf  to  «JI  their-  adMr 
nuions^nd  exhortations.  WiUiams  was-eqjiialljralf 
not  more,  hardened.  He  seemed  iiisensibiC'to,  dw 
hope  of  happiness  cr  the  fear  of  torment*,  in  %^ 
ture  state.  He  boasted*  to  tho^who'Vi^ted  hja% 
of  his  constantly  advising  Gpw.  '*  to  tie  the  pfir  ' 
loners  back  tp  back,  and  thi;awthev  into  the  sea,^ 
to  prevent,  their  giving  evi4e«koe  against  cheio*. 
Gow,  Williams,  and  thesix.accotii^iicessuiFeved 
^at  Execution  Dock,  August  i^,  i7a9«  Gow^a 
friends,  anxious  to  put  him  out  of  paia,  pulled  \M 
legs  so  forcibly  that  the  rope  broker  and  be  d^opt 
ped  down,  on  which  he  was  ag^in  t^ken  up -to  tha 
gibbet,  and  when  he  was  dead»  was hung.u|.chak|| 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 
CRAHAl^A.    See  jpwAV^^PivEA  M^    . 
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HARD Wr^KE,  GEO^  ) ,         .  r 

HARPER,—^;  St«  PouLTSa*  JpHii.       , 

HARPHAIC 


vHAR^RAM^  Kr.  (cei^fet )  eirried  on  tbe bus!^ 
'new  of  ncarpenttr  for  a  considerable  time  in  West- 
Miinster,  with.  90cne  success;  b«t  at  length  becaoiea 
Imkmpt  $  whtn/having  engaged  the  assistance  of 
one  'Pordham>  he  hired  a  house  hear  St.  PauPi 
Chuichjrard,'  and  pretending  to  be  a  button-maker, 
lie  put  up  an  iron  pressV  with  which  he  used  to  coin 
Itaontfy,  and  Fordham,  having  aided  him  !h  the 
mna|;et  putt  'oflT  the  counterfeit  money  thus  made. 
Worn  hence  they  removed  to  Rosemary-laney  and 
ibere  carHed  on  this  trade  lor  some  time»  till  thd  . 
9e%hbors  observing' that  great  quantities  of  char- 
coal were  broueht  in^  and  the  utmost*  precaution 
taken  to  keep  the  door  shut,  began  to'  form  wf  ^ 
ianfavorable  suspicions ;  on  which  Harpham  took  ' 
a  ceilar  in  Paradisctow,  near  Hanover-square^  to 
which  the  implements  were  removed.  Whi^e  in  thia  ' 
aitnatidttj  Harpham  invited  a  gentleman  to  dine 
with  him,  find  was  impudent  enough  to  take  him 
inco  his  w<»k^op,  and  shew  him  his  tools.  The 
jgtBtSeman  wondering  for  what  purpose  th^  could 
be  intended,  Harpham  said,  **  in  this  press  I  can 
Aake  buttons }  but  I  will  shew  you  something  else 
that  is  a  greater  raritv/*  He  then  struck  a  piece  of 
netal;  which  instantly  bore  the  resemblance  of  a 
lialf>g«inea,  except  the  milling  on  the  edge,  but 
^BotQr  instrument  bcmg  apjified  to  it,  the  halrV 
guinea  was  completed.  These  coiners  now  removed 
^Jentiyn-ftrect,  St.  JameS*s,  where  Harpham  took 
aiv  empty  cellar,  and,  on  the  old  pretence  of  button 
iBtSikingj  gave  orders  to  a  bricklayer  to  put  up  a 
gwate.  The  bfickbyer  remarking  what  a  quantitjr 
€t  coals  the  ^rate  would  consume,  the  other  said  it 
was  so  much  the  better,  for  it  w*as  calculated  to  dress 
^vfctoalsf  either  by  leaking,  stewing,  roasting,  or 
boiling.   Uarphaoi  kept  the  key  of  this  cellar,  per- 
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miittng  no  one  to-^enler  but  Fofdiiilm }  nitd  Ante  is 
three  weckb  be  had  .a  quantity  of /charcoal  and  «a^ 
coal  put  in  throagh  |hc  window.  The.  landlotd  o€ 
the  place  suspecting  some  illegal  proceeding,  desired 
his  neifi;hbours  to  watch  the  parties;^  in  consequence 
of  which,  Harpham  wis^oon  discovered  in  the  at- 
tempt to  put  oflf  counterfeit  money  i  on  which,  he. 
and  his  assistant  were  apprehended  and  committed 
to  Newgate,  and  Fordham  being  admitted  an  eri^  ~ 
dence,  the  other  was  convicted,  dnd  received  sen* 
tence  of  death.  His  behaviour  after  commitment  - 
was  unusually  serious.  He  procured  religious  bookv 
and  exercised  himself  in  the  offices  of  devotion  in  a 
very  earnest  mannei'.  He  likewise  resolved  to  eat  n» 
more  food  than  should  ^t  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  support  of  nature  i  and  ^n  thi«  he  persevered 
from  the  time  of  his  conviction  to  the  day  of  hit- 
death.  He  desired  a  person  to  awake  him  at  three 
o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  nh  devotions 
till  midnight.  While  he  was  thus  properly  em* 
ployed,  a  person  hinted  to  him  that  he  might  enter- 
tain some  hope  of  a  reprieve  i  but  heiaid  he  did 
not  regard  a  r^ptieve  on  his  own  account,  for  that 
slavery  in  a  iforetgn  countty  was  as  much  to  be 
dreaded  as  death.  Some  qMe$4iun»  being  asked  him 
respecting  any  accomplices^  1^^  might  have,  he  de;- 
clined  charging  any  particular  person  with  a  crime, 
but  gave  the  ordinary  of  Newgate  a  lj»tof  the  names 
of  some  people  whom  he  d,csired  him  to  send  to,  re- 
questing that  they  would  re£arm-  the. errors  of  their 
ways^  The  sacrament  was  administered ^to  him  in 
private,  on  the  day  before  his  execution,  ^t  his^own, 
request,  as  he  said  he  could  not.attend  the  ditties  of 
icligjon-while  exp9>ed  to  the  ohi*ervation  of  a  curi- 
ous multitude.  He.^Mi^'crcd  at  Tyburn,  on  the  »4.th 
of  May,  lya^. 

HARRISON, 


HARRISON, JOHN,  (forgery)  wasbrought 
up  ill  a  merchant*^  counting*  house*  and  $odn  after 
the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship^  h«  began  busi*  , 
ness  on  bis  own  account,  and  had  a  lime  and  a  coal 
wharf  at  Limthouse,  where  he  carried  on  an  exteit- 
^ive  trade  $  but  failing  in  that  business,  he  engaged 
himself  as  clerk  to  Mr.  Smeeton,  previous  to  that 
firentieman'*s  undertaking  to  construct  the  Eddystone 
light- house,  and  he  was  entrusted  with  the  care  and 
management  of  all  the  money  employed  in  that  im* 
portant  work.  His  conduct  upder  Ml.  Smeeton  was 
in  every  respect  unex<;eptionable,  and  through  the 
interest  of  that  gentleman,  and  other  respectable 
characters,^ he.  became  accomptant  to  the  London 
Assurance  corporation }  and  it  was  his  peculiar 
inisfortune  to  be  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Angus 
Mackey,  a  merchant  in  the  city,  in  an  extensive 
way  of  trade,  who,  by  urgent  solicitations,  prer 
Vailed  upopihe  unsuspecting  and  good-natured  man 
to  lend  him  several  sums  beu>nging  to  the  company, 
*  solemnly  promising  to  return  the  money  before  be 
would  have  occasion  to  make  up  ^is  accounts. 
jiVhen  the  tjliiie  appointed  for  the  first  payment  ar- 
rived, instead  of  returnipg  what  he  had  already  got 
into  nis  possession,  Mackey  ureed  Harrison  for  a 
further  supply,  a^tsuring  him  that  he  was  in  daily 
Expectation  of  remittances,  on  the  recieipt  of  whicb 
'he  would  return  the' whole  sum  that  Harrison  was 
deficirnt  in  his  account  with  the  company  ^  adding 
that,  if  be  met  with  j9  refusal  he  must  inevitably 
stop  payment,  which  would  necessarily  occasion  an# 
exposure  of  Harrison*s  violation  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  by  the  company.  In  this  manner  was  the 
unfortunate  Jlian  amused  for  several  months,  during 
whicbtime  he  supplied  Mackey  with  <^iffercnt  sum«, 
aunouAting  in  the  whole  to  7^50!.  and,  to  prevent 
2  1,  detection. 
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detf  ctioh,  he  inteited  flgares  in  the  book  conttining 
th«  account   between  the  bank  of  England  and 
the    London  Amu  ranee   Conipany,    lo    that  tbe 
t>ankap|iea>M  to  be  debtor  for  seven  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  tttore  than  had  been  paid 
there.    He  ^nt  a  clerk  with  aiol.  to  the  bank  ;  and 
whenth.  book  was  returned  to  him»  he  put  a  figure 
of  3  before  the  «»  which  n»ade  tbe  sum  appear 
)oooK  more  than  was  really  paid  j  and  similar  aJte* 
rations  were  made  in  other  parts  of  the  book.    A 
committee    of  that  company  being  appointed  lo 
meet  on  Wednesday  the  9«h  of  July,  lyy?*  Mr. 
Harrison  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  Mackey, 
and  told  him  that  he  must  be  utterly  ruined  unless 
the  deficiency  in  the  company^s  cash  was  made 
good  before  that  day;  but»  notwithstanding  tbe 
life  and  reputation  of  his  generousi  but  imprudent 
friend,  were  at  tftake»  he  neglected  to  return  the 
money.    About  Eleven  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day 
on  which  the  committee  was  to  be  helds  garrison 
placed  several  account-books  on  the  table  of  the 
committee-roomj^  and  had  some  conversation  with 
Alexander  Aubert,  Esq.   the  Deputy -governor. 
When  the  committee  was  about  to  be  opened,  Har- 
rison absconded;  and,  in  about  ten  mmutes  af^er^ 
the  following  letter  ^as  received  by  Mr.  George. 
Hall,  secretary  to  the  company : 

"bear  Sir, 
**  I  am  difitre!*sed  beyoml  expression^  having  for- 
feited every  thing  that  is  dear  to  m«,  by  an  act  of 
kindness  to  a  friend  who  has  deceived  me :  inclosed 
is  a  state  of  my  accpunt  with  the  company, >which 
tortures  my  very  soul  tO'thinkof  it.  I  know  the 
company  wilt  not  forgive  me,  therefore  don*t  care 
what  becomes  of  me^  as  I  dare  not  see  them  any 
'  more* 


•s.         '  "      . 

xkore,  God  Almigbty  knows  what  wUl  hecome  of 
ipe>  or  where  I  shall  flys  for  succour:  indeed^  Mr^ 
Hallf  I  am  one  of  the'oiost  miserable  wretches  Itv* 
ing,  but  I  have  betrayed'  by  trust,  for  which  I 
ncyer  can  forgive  myself.  When  I  parted  with 
the  moneyf  it  was  but  for  a  few  days  or  I  would 
sooner  have  died  than  have  parted  with  it  $  but* 
alas!  I  shall  now  severely  pay  for  suffering  myself 
to  be  drawn ^D.  to  serve  a  friend,  who  knew  it  was 
not  myt>wn,  and  saw  the  distress  of  mind  it  cost  me 
when  J  did  it.  Please  to  piresent  my  humble  duty 
to  the  gentlemen ;  tell  them  I  can  meet  any  death 
^  after  this,  sooner  than  X  can  see  then^  agiam,  aad 
am  determined  not  to  survive  the  shame :  I  am^ 
dear  Sir,  a  lost»  unhappy  -  being ;  I  am  so  bewiir 
dered|  that  I  scarce  Ichow  what  I  am  doing,  but 
believe  the  enclostd  account>is  not  right,  as  I  don*t . 
recollect  that  I  am  any- way  short  of  casl^  i  hut  in 
troth  I  am  not  myselh 

When  Harrison  absconded,  he  left  upwards  of 
ene  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds  in  his  desk,  an4 
among  his  papers  were  found  securities  on  behalf 
of  the  company  to  a  great  amount,  besides  a  bond 
given  to  hint  by  Mackey,  for  seven  thbosand  fivt 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Notice  being  given  at 
the  office  that  Harrison  was  at  a  friend's  houije^  ar 
Wapping,  Mr.  Aubert  went  there  in  the  cveningj 
and  foi^nd  him  jup  a  statfe  of  mind  little  short  of  dis< 
traction.  Mackey *s  bond  was  produced  by  JMr* 
Aubert,  and  Harrison  assigned  it  over  to  him  as  a 
security  on  behalf  of  the  company.  He  accomp|i<»' 
nied  Mr*  Aubert  to  the  offipe^  where  two  persons  - 
were  ordered  io  attend  him,  and  prevcpst  his. putting 
an  end  to  bi$life»  which  there  was  suffic^ni  reason 
a  i,  a  to 
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.to  tuppbse  he  woulj  attempt  j  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  was  taken  before  Sir  John  Fielding*  who 
committed  him  to  .TothiU-ficlds  bridewell.  He  w»» 
re-examined  the  following  Wednesday,  and  com- 
mitted to  Newgate  in  preparation  for  his  trials 
which  came  on  at  the  Old  Bailejr  in  September 
sessions,  1777:  the  indictment  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  counts,  on  twelve  of  which  the  jury'  pro« 
nounced  him  guilry.  The  prisoner's  counsel  ob- 
jected 'to  judgment  being  passed,  on  account  of  a 
supposed  inaccuracy  in  the  mdictment,  and  the  mat- 
ter was  left  to  be  argued  by  the  judges.  Having 
remained  in  Newgate  some  nu>nths  after  his  trial, 
Mr.  Harrison  petitioned  for  the  judges  tb  meet  and 
that  he  might  be  heard  by  counsel.  He  was  ad- 
vised by  an  illustrious  personak/e  to  wave  the  plea 
on  whidi'his  petition  was  founded,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof  the  petition  was  rmmediately  wi|h- 
drawn.  In  a  few  days  a  messenger  came  to  New- 
gate, and  deUvere,d  Mr.  Harrison  the  agreeable 
news  that  his  Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased 
to  grant  him  an  unconditional  pardon  }•  and  the 
same  evening  an  order  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Aker- 
tnan  for  his  immediate  enlargement.  Harri!»on  had 
been  accomptant  to  the  London  Assurance  Com- 
pany nineteen  years  and  a  half,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  he  had  betrayed  the  confidence  re- 
posedin  hhb';  and  till  that  period  his  character  was 
without  a  blemish,  and  he  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  all  his  acquaintance. 
" -^-^ ^ — .  ^    '      >. ' 

•  In  consequence  of  a  note,  which  the  reader  will 
find  by  reversing  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Dodd,  we  have 
thought  ptoper  to  inseiMhe  present  Case. 

Spitor. 
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HARTLEY,  JOHK,  (uvm9i%%ii  was  A 

private.*in  the  third  regiment  of  guards^  who  'W«» 
tried  for  the  wilful  murder  of  George  Scott,  «n^i 
thep  soldier.  Henry  Kendtick»  alao  a  Mldkr,  swort 
that  he,  the  deceased,  and  toother,  of  the  name  of 
Rudkini  with  Davis,  ahiglery  were  tc^ther  at 
the  Black  Lion  at  Bayswatejt,  on  the  »fth  of  J«» 
nuary^  1800,  in  the  afjt«f|ioon )  that,ahoiit  six 
o^dod;,  ^he  prisonei;,  and  Im  brother-tnr^aw  James' 
Bull,,  came  in  { th#y  had  some  ale,  and  at  sear  «igbt 
o^clo^k  Bull  wen^  away.  The  prisiHif  r  then  ^wished 
to  JQtfi  their  company,  and  wanted  to  drink  wtth 
them,.J>ut  to  this  the  witness  objected^  telling  him 
he  had  better  keep  his  own  company  9  the  deceased 
then  interfered  iu  his  favour,  answerirtgf  that  they ' 
were  all  foldiers,.  aQ,d  that  his  pot  was  a^  good  as 
another^S- .  The.  prisoner  then  joined  them.  They 
remained  till  they  had  four  pots  together,  when  ' 
Rudkin  considering  it  was  lime.to  retutn  to  hit' 
barracks,  they  paid  the  reckoning,  agreeing  at  the 
sai^se  time  to  have  a  parting  pqt;  This  the  witness 
fetched,  and  observed,  that  as  it  was  only  pence  m 
piece,  it  had  better  be.  paid  for  at  once,  for  short 
reckonings  made  long  friends.  The  pri^ner  imme* 
diately  said,  **  I'll  see  you  d— d  before  ril'  give  you 
a  penny.'*  **  Nay,  (•returned  ihe  witness,)  there  is 
no  occasion  to  see  one  d^-d,  but  you  ought  to  pay 
.  if  you  drink  among  us.**  On  this  the  deceased  start* 
ed  up  and  said,  that  as  he  had  been  the  cause  of  in* 
producing  the  prisoner  into  their  company,  sooner 
than  there  should  be  any  words,  he  would  pay  the 
penny  for  him,  as  sojon  as  he  came  back  from  thtr 
door,  to  which  he  wanted  to  go  f  and  th^n  approach- 
ing the  door,  the  prisoner  thru.stbis  sword  intohimy 
""'  and  which  th6  witness  saw  him  draw  out  of  thehcMy 
f)f  the  deceased^  who  cried  out,  « I*a^  a  detdnian.!' 
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The  deceaicd  thert  flttpt  back,  fell*  and  expired  in 
aboQt  a  quarter  of  an  hoar.  The  prisoner  then  hold- 
ing up  bis  sword,  the  witness  strtick  him  over  the 
arm,  took  the  sword  away,  and  broke  ir.     The 

5 isoner  theft  attempted  to  escape;  but  Darts  and 
udfcin  strtick  hink  several  blows  oter  the  face,  and 
then  secQifd  him.-    The  witness  accompanied  the 
constable  totowni  when  he  had  the  prisoner  in  cus- 
tody, thelafter  of  whom  said  to  htm  as  they  went 
along)  .**  Dofi*€  hurt  me ;  there- is  ho  occasion  for 
yoii  to  t0li.a4l^yoo  know/*  The  whole  of  this  storr 
was  Confirmed 'b)r  R\idktn  tind  Danris,  and  they  all 
three  positively  affiiimed  that  no  one  struck  the  pri- 
soner,  until  after  he  bad  giveh  the  fatal  wound  i 
that  ndne  of  ^hem  played  at  domino  a(ong  iiith  the 
prisoner,  not  had  the)^  ^ny  spirits  to  drmk^    The 
landlord  confirmed  tlie  latter  part  of  their  testimo- 
ny^ and  addedj  that  he  had  heard  neither  high 
wcvdft'nor  scufile,  but  that  they  appeared,  as  far  as 
he  saw,  to  be  veiy  good  company,  until  the  fatal 
circumetance  took  place,  on  which  he  went  into  the 
room,  and  the  ttfsih  was  lying  ou  the  floor.    The 
ttirgeon  who  had  ex»fmned  the  body,  dWribed  it  as 
having  received  a  woclnd  in  the  belly,  about  two 
inches  from  the  navel,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  made  by  a  kind  of  dagger,  and  which 
Wound  was  most  certainly  the  cause  of  his  death. 
The  prisoner,  in  bis  defence,  gave  an  account  of 
hirgoing  to  the  abov^  house ;  and  then  said  that  as 
soon  as  hi$  brother  was  gone,  the  deceased  challeng* 
cd  him  to'play  at  domino  for  half  a  gallon  of  beer ; 
th^t  they  did  so,  and  he,   the  prisoner,  lost  the 
game;  that  he  then  went  to  sleep,  and 'they  awak- 
eued  him,  for  the  putpose  of  making  him  pay  part 
of  six  pots  of  beer  I  that  they  then  ros^ed  up  for  a 
staiUing*s  worth  of  gin,  which  was  brought  in,  and' 
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being  drank>  be  laM  his  head  dowii  upon  the  |able  i« 
he  was  awakened  the  second,  time,  and^  aslcedAfor  a 
penny  towards  another  pot  of  beer,  whicn  he  riefusw 
<?d  to  give,  the  deceased  strpck  himserer^  tlnae* 
oh  the  face,  and  gave  him  two  black  eyes.  ,  Hc^ 
threatened,  if  he  was  struck!  a^ain>  he  would  cut 
Him  down  with  his  sword :  Kendfick  as^ked  whsit 
he  said :  he  repeated  it,  when  they  beat  him  over 
the  faCcf  until  the  blood  came  out  of  his  moutht 
and  in  that  state  he  had  made  use  of  bis>word* 
— ^Ittiree  witnesses  were  called  to  shew  Ru(jiki^  had 
^iven  a  different  account  of  the  transaction j^.and.ta 
£x  the  idea  of  his  being  actuated  by  majice",  froiti 
hh  having  said,  "**  The  prisoner  is  a  big  yjllain,;|ie 
has  killed  my  comrade,  I'll  never  forgive  him,  but 
would  go  an  hundred  miles  to  see.  him  hanged/'*-*i 
The  colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of  fopt-guards^- 
the  Serjeant  of  the  company^  to  which  he  belonged*, 
and  at  least  a  dozen  respectable  witnesses,  appeared' 
in  the  prisoner's  behalr,  all  pf  whom  spoke  of  him . 
as  a.  quiet  humane  young  man.  Baron  Hothafn^ 
who  tried  the  cause,  then  called  the  several  witnes- 
ses again,  consisting  of  the  constable  and  the  com* , 

'  ^aiiy  who  werepresent,  bat  they  were  all  cl^ar  andv 
consistent  in  their  testimony/  and  agreed,  that  the , 
beating  was  after  the  mufder.    The  jury  went  out 
^'of  couft^  and  after  a  consultation  of  near  half  an . 
hour,  returned  a   veraict—GuIlty,      Having  re- 
ceived sentence  of  deatb,  he  suffered  the  ensuing  i 
Monday,  February  24.  He  conducted  himself  with 
great  fortitude,  bowing  repeatedly  to  his  comrades, 
who  attended  in  great  'numbers.     Previous  to  hi« '  . 

^  being  turned  off,  he*  requested  that  his  infant  child 
migh^be  brought  to  htm,  at  sight  of  which  he  - 
seemed  much  agitated,  and  kissed  it  with  great  kf-  ' 
'         ,  '  fection. 
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afterwardls.  arrested*  and -committed  ^o  ^  Kmg^s 
Bench  prison,  for  a  debt»  amount i9|;  to  the  sura  of 
i6ol.     Several   unfortunate  gentlemen,  then  con- 
fined in  the  same  place,  had  been  of  his  parties 
when  he  flourished  in  Covent-Garden,   and  per- 
ceiVing  hi  in  in  great  poverty,   frequently  invited 
hjin  to  iiiiHter }  yet,  buch'  was  the  ui^accountable 
disposition  of  this.man»  that,  notwithstanding  he 
knew  there  were  people  present  'who  werc^  tho- ' 
roughly  acquainted    wiih   his   character,  still  be 
'    would  contloue  to  describe  his  Yorkshire  (Kark,  his 
estate  in  Kurlandshire,  settled  upon  his  wife,  and 
generally  wind  up  the  whole  with  observing  how 
vexatious  it  was,  to  be  confined  at  the  suit  of  a 
*«  paltry  tradesman,"  for  so  insignificint  a  sum, 
at  ^the  very  moment  when  he  had  thirty  roipn  em- 
ployed in  <*  cutting  a  piece  of  wnitcr,"  near  thefa- 
mily  mansion  in  Yorkshire.     At  the  time  Hatncld 
became  a  prisoner  in  the  King^'^  Bench,  the  late 
unfortunate  Valentine  Morris,  formerly  governor 
of  the  Inland  pf  St.  Vincent,  was  confined  in  the 
aamf  place.  Thisi  gentleman  was  frequently  visited 
by  a  clergyman  of  the  most  benevolent  and  humane 
disposition.     Hatfield  soon  directed  his  attention 
to  this  good  man,  and  one  day  earncstlj^  invited 
hini  to  attend  him  to  his  chamber.    After  somc^ 
prelimihiry  apologies,  he  implored  the  worthy  pas. 
tor  never  to  disclose  whaf  he  was  going  to  commu- 
nicate.   The  divine  assured  him  the  whole  should  ^ 
remain  in  his  bosom.      "Then,"  said  Hatfield, 
"  you  see  before  you  a  man  neatly  allied  to  the 
house,  of  Rutland,  and  possessed  of  esutes  (here 
followed  the  ofd  story  of  the  York-ih're  park,  the 
Rutlandshire  property,  &c.   &c.)  j    yet,  notwith- 
standing ,all  this  wealth,  (continued  he)  I  am  de- 
""^tned  in  this  wretched  place  for  the  insignificant 

sum 
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sum  oF  i6ot  But  the  truth  is,  Sir»  I  would  not. 
have  my  situatiofi  known* to  any  man  in  the  world 
but  my  worthy  relative  his  Grace  of  Rutland.—* 
{The  father  of  the  present  duke^wds  then  livinK.) 
Indeed,  I  would  rather  remain  a  captiveVbr  ever. 
Butf  Sir,  tf  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  pay. 
3rour  respects  to  this  worthy  nobleman,  and  frankly 
describe  how  matters  are,  he  will  at  once  send  me 
the  money  b«  yoa»,  and  this  migh^f  business  will 
not  only  be  mstantly  settled,  but  I  shall  have  th6 
satisfaction  of  introducing  you  to  a  connection 
which  may  be  attended  with  happy  consequences,^' 
The  honest  clergyman  readily  undertook  the  com« 
ihission,  paid  his  respects  to,  the  duke,  and  pathe- 
tically described  the  unfortunate  situation  of 'hit 
amiable  relative.  His  Grace  of  Rutland  not  recol- 
lecting jit  the  moment  such  a  name  as  Hat  field  t 
expre^d  his  astonishment  at  the  application.— ^ 
This  reduced  the  worthy  divine  to  -a  very  awkward 
situation,  and  he  faltered  in  his, speech  when  h»~ 
began  making  on  apology,  which  the  duke^er- 
ceivin?,  he  very  kindly  observed,  that  he  believed 
the  whole  was  some  idle  tale  of  an  impostor,  fot 
that  he  never  knew  any  pen>on  of  the  name  mentis 
oned,  although  he  had  some  faint  recollection  of 
hearing  Lord  Robert,  his  relation,  say  that  he  had 
married  a  natural  daughter  of  his  to  a  tradesman 
in  the  n'orth  of  England,  and  whose  name  he  be« 
lieved  was  Hatfield.  The  reverend  missionary  was 
so  confounded^  that  he  immediately  retired,  and 
proceeded  to  the  prisQU,  where  he  gave  the  unhap- 
py gefttlertan,  in  the  prese/ice  of  Mr.  Morris^  at 
most  severe  lecture ;  but  the  appearance  of  this  ve- ' 
nerable  maii  as  his  friend,  had  the  effect  which 
H^tfieid  expected;  for^he  duke  sent  to  enquire  iit 
he  were  the  man  that  married  the  natural  daughter 

of 
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of  Lord  Robert  M^nnersy  and  being  natisfied  a£  to 
the  fact».  dispatched  a  messenger  with  lool.  and 
had  him  released.    *In  the  year  1784.  or  17S5,  his 
Grace-of  Rutland  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Dublin, 
llat field  made  his  appearance  in  that  city.    He 
immediately  on  his  landing    engaged  a  suite  of 
apartments  at  a  hotel  in  College-green,  and  repre- 
sented himself  as  nearly  allied  to  the  viceroy,  but 
that  he  could  not  appear  at  the  castle  until  his 
horses,  servants,  and  carriages,  were' arrived,  which 
he  ordered,  before  his  leaving  England,  to  be  ship- 
ped at  Liverpool.    The  easy  and  faibiliar  manner 
in  which  he  addressed  the  master  of  the  hotel,  per- 
fectly satisfied  him  that  he  had  a  man  of  conse- 
quence in  his  house,  and  matters  were  arranged  ac* 
cordingly.  -   This  being  adjusted,  Hatfield  soon 
found  his  way   to  Lucases  coffee-house,  a  place 
which  peofile  of  acertain  rank  generally  frequent, 
and,  it  being  a  new  scene,  the  Yorkshire  paik,  the 
Rutlandshire  e.^tate,  and  the  connections  with  the 
Rutland  family,  stood  their  ground  very  well  for 
about  a  month.    At  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
the  bill  at  the  hotel  amounted  to  upwards  of  6oj. 
The  landlord  became  importunate,  and  after  ex- 
pressing his  astonishment  at  the  non-arrival  of  Mr. 
Hatfield's  domestics,  5^c.  requested  he  might  be 
permitted  to  send  in  his  bill.     This  did  hot  in  the 
feast  confuse   Hatfielcj  \   he  immediately  told  the 
master  of  the  hotel,  that  very  fortunately  hi^  agent, 
who  received  the  rents  of  his  estates  in  the  north  of 
England,  was  then  in  Ireland,  and  held  a  public 
employment  i  he  lamented  that  hi^  agent  was  not 
then  in  Dublin  \  but  he  had  the  pleasuiv  to  know 
his  stay  in  the  country  would  not  txceed  three  days. 
This  satisfied  the  landlord;  and,  at  t4ie  expiration 

'of. 
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whose  name  Hatfield  had  gii^n  him,  and  presented 
the  account.    Here  followed  another  scene  of  c6h« 
fusion  and  siirprBe.    The  supposed  agent  of  the 
Vorkshtre  estate  very  franlcty  fold  the  man,  who 
delivered  the  bill;  that  he  had  ho  other  knowledges! 
of  the  person  whp  sent  hiin,  than  what  commoii. 
>eport  furnished  him  wfth,  that  his  general  cha* 
ratter  in  London  Was  that  of  a  rbmahtrc  simpletoV^ 
Vhose  plausibiHties  had  imposed  on  several  peoplt?^ 
knd  plunged  Itimself  into  repeated  difficulties. ---• 
The  landlord  retired,  highly  th^nkfql  for  the  ifi- 
^or^^tion,  aiui  iniraediately  arretted  his  guest,  wh^ 
wafs  lodged  in  the  prison  of  the  Marshal  ea.    '  Hat* 
field  'liad  scare'cly  seiited  himself  in  his  new  K>d^« 
ings,  when  he  visited  the  gioier^s  wife  in  her  apart; 
tnehf,  and,  m  a  whisper,  requested  of  her  not  tS 
tell  arfy  person  that  she  had  in  her  ciu^tody  a  neai 
relation. of  the  then  Viceroy*    The  woman,  isto- 
Yiished  at  the  discovery,  immediattly  shewed  hini^ 
fDto  the  best  apartment  in  the  prison,  h^d  a  table 
|>rovided,  and    slie,   her   husband,  and    Hatfield* 
constatitl^^  dined  together  for  nearly  three  wceks^ 
in  the  otnjosi  harmony  and  good  hufnour.    Dur« 
ing  this  time  ht  had  petitioned  the  duke  for  aii-^ 
X3.t1ier  bupply,    who,    apprehensive    that    Hatfield 
might  contmue  his  inipo^iitionsr  in  Dublin, 'relcas«- 
ed  him,  on  condition  of  his  immediately  qtiitting 
Irelandv5  and  his  grace  sent  tl  servant,  wKo  con- 
ducted him  on  board  the  packet  that  sailed  the 
next  tide  for  Holyhead.     A  few  years  after  his  ar- 
rival on  this  side  the  water,  he  was  arrested  for  a 
debt  contracted  in  the  north  of  Engiuid,  and  re- 
mained in  prison  for  eight  years,  when  he  was  libe- 
rated by  a  lady,  who  also  gave  him  her  hand  in 
VOL.  I.  a  M  m%fm 
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marriage.    Some  time  after  he  was  liberated,  he 
'had  the  good  fortune  to  connect  him«e]f  with  some 
respectable    tradesmen   in  Devonshire*   where  he 
inight  have  lived  happily,  secluded  from  those  who 
formerly  knew  him,  and  acquired  an  honest  inde- 
.pendcnce  {    but  deception   was  so   rooted  in   his 
nature,  that  he  could  never  shake,  it  off.    He  wis 
soon  de'ecred  in  fraudulent  practices;  and,  in  or* 
cier  to  bring  his  villainies  to  light,  declared  a^bank- 
rupt— leaving  behind  his  wife,  late  *Miss  Nation, 
and  two  infant  children^  at  Tiverton.     He  visited 
pth^r  places;  and  at  length,  in  July  iSot,  arrived 
at  the  Queeu^s  Head«  in  Keswick,  in  a  carriage* 
but  without  any  servant,  where  he  assumed  the 
name  of    the    Honourable   Alexander  Augu^.  .is 
!Hope,   brother   of    the   Earl  of  Hopetoun,   and 
picmber  for  Linlithgovy.     Unfortunattly  some  evil 
■   genius  directed  his  steps  to  the  once  happy  cottage 
of  poor  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ro- 
binson, an  did  couple,  who  kept  a  small  public- 
house  at  tHe  side  of  the  beautiful  lake  uf  Butter- 
mere,  Cumberland,  and  by  industry  gained  a  little 
property.     She  was  the  only  jlaughtcr,  s|nd  proba- 
bly  her  name  had  never  been  known  to  the  publici 
but  for  the  account  given  of  her  by  the  author  of 
«  A  Fortniglu's  Ramble  to  the  Lakes  in  West- 
moreland, Lancashire,  and  Cumberland-'*    He  now 
became  acquainted  with  an  Irish  gentleman,   and 
member  of  the  then   Irish   parliament,  vtho   bad 
been  resident  with  his  family  some  otpnths  at  Kes- 
wick.    With  this  gentleman,  an. I  under  his  im- 
mediate protection,    there  was  likewise   a  young 
lady  of  family  and  fortune,  and  of  great  personal 
attraction.    One  of  the  means  which  Hat6eid  used 
to  introduce  himself  to  this  respectable,  family^  was 

the 
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tlic  following !— -Understand injc  that  the  gtmlemart 
had  been  a  military  man,  he  took  an  army  list  from 
his  pocJcet,  SUid  pointed  to  his  ^ssinnrd  name,  the. 
Hon.  Aiex.  Aug.  Hope,  lieut.' colonel  of  the  14th 
rcgt.  of  loot.     Thisnevv  acquaintance  dail'  gained 
strength,  cvnd  he  shortly  paiH  his  ad  Iresses  to  the 
daughter  of  the  above  gMulcman,   and  obtained 
her  consent.     The  wedding  c'othcn  we\t  houghr, 
but,  pr4:viously  to  the  weddin/  day  being  fixed,' 
she  inbi'stca  ihat  the, pretended  Col.  Hope  ahould 
introduce  the  SuHject  formally  to  her  frieuds.     He 
now  pretended  to  write  letters,  and  while  waiting' 
for  the  answers,  proposed  to  employ  that  time  in  a 
trip  to  Lord  Hopttoon^s  ^eat,  Sec,  From  this  tiine' 
be  plajred  a  double  game:  his  visits  to  Keswick 
became  frequent,^  and  his  suit  to  the  young  lady 
assiduous  and  fervent.  *   StiDi  however^  both  at 
Keswick  and  Buttermere,  he  was  somewhat  shy  of 
appearing  in  public.     He  was  sure  to  be  engaged 
in  a  fishing  expedition  on  the  day  in  which  any 
company  was' expected   at    the    punlic-house   at 
Buttermere  $  and  he  never  attended  the  church  at 
Keswick  but  once.   Finding  his  schemes  baffled  to 
obtain  this  young  lady  and  her  tbrtyne,  he  now 
applied  himself  wholly  to  gain  possesslo;!  of  Mary- 
Kobtnson.     He  made-  the  most   minute  ejaquirtes 
among   the  neighhours   into   every   circumstance 
relating  to  her  and  her  family  j  and  at  length  the  , 
pretended  Col.  Hope,  in  company  with  the  clergy^' 
man,  procured  a  licence  on  the  ist  of  October,   . 
'and  they  were  publicly  married  in  the  church  of 
Lorton,  on  Saturday,  October  the   2d.     On  the 
day  previous  to  bis  marriage,  he  wrote  to  Mr,  — t 
informing  him,  that  he  was  under  the>  neccNbity  of 
being  absent  for  ten  days  on  a  journey  nuo  Scot- 
land, and  sent  him  a  dratc  for  30I.  diawn  oaMr. 
2  M  a^  Crump> 
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Crump,  of  Liverpool^  d^siciog  him  to^cash  it»  and 
pay  some  small  debts  in  K(;9«vick  with  it>  and  send 
Aim  ovei  the  balance,  as  he  feared  he  might  be 
^ort  of  cash  on  the  road.  This  Mr.  —  imrae- 
aiatelj  did  I  and  s^nt  him  ten  guineas  in  additioa 
to  the  balance.  On  the  Saturday,  Wood,  the 
landlord  of  the  Qiieen*s  Head,  returned  from  Lor* 
ton,  with  the  public  intelligence  that  Co).  Hope 
lad  married,  the  M  Beayty  of  Buttermere."  As, 
it  was  clear,  whoever  he  was,  that  he  had  acted 
unworthily  and  di»honoarable,  Mr.  — 's  suspi- 
cions wf  re  of  course  awakened.  He  instantly  re- 
i^ittcd  the  draft  to  Mr.  Crump,  who  immcdiateiy 

accepted  it      Mr.  M ,  rhe  fritnd  of  the  young 

lady  whom  he  first  paid  his  addresses  to,  wrote  to 
the  ^arl  of  Hopetoun.  Before  the  answer  arrived, 
the  pretended  ^onouiabU  returned  with  his  wi^^ 
to  Butter  me  re.  He  y<ear  only  as  far  as  j^ngtown> 
where  he  received  two  letters,  seemed  much  trou- 
bled that  some  friends  whoi^  he  expected  had  not 
arrived  there,  sray^  three  daysj^  and  then  told  his 
vrife  that  he  would  a^ain  go  back  to  Buttermere. 
I^rom  this  time  sh^  v^uis  seized  with  fears  aud 
auspicious.  They  returned,  howeveri  and  their 
return  was  made  known  at  Iteswick.  A  Mr.  Hard- 
ipg,  a  Welsh  judge,  and  a  very  singular  man, 
passing  through  Keswick,  heard  of  this  impostor,] 
and  »ent  his  servant  over  to  Buttermere  with  a  ootcx 
to  the  supposed  Col.  Hope,  who  observed,  "  that 
it  was  ^  mistake,  and  that  the  note  was  iov  a  bro- 
ther ot  his.**  However,  he  sent  fdr  four  horses, 
and  came  over  to  Keswick,  drew  another  draft  on 
Mr.  Crump  for  29I.,  ^hich  the  landlord  at  the 
Qnefn*s  Head  had  the  courage  to  cash.  Of  tliis 
auiii,  he  immediately  sent  the  ten  guineas  to  Mr. 
-~,  who  came  and  introduced .  Eim  to  the  judge, 

ait 
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as  bis  old  friend  Col.  Hope.     But  he  made  a  blank 
denial  that  he  had  ever  assumed  the  name.    He  had 
said  his  name  w^s  Hope,  but  not  that  l\e  vvas  thC) 
**  honourable  menibet  for  Linlithgow,"  &c.  &c. 
and  one  who.  had  been  his  frequent  companion,  his, 
intimate  at  Buttermere,  gave  evidence  to  the  same  . 
purpose..    In  spite,  however,  of  his  impudent  as- 
sert ions>  and  those  of  his  associate,  the  evidence 
against  him  was  decisive.    A  warrant  was  given  by 
Sir  Fred.  Vane,  on  the  clear  proof  of  his  having 
forged  and  yeceiyed  several  franks  as  the  member 
for  Linlithgow,  and  he  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  a.  constable.     Having,  however,  found  means  to, 
escape,  be  took  refuge  for  a  few  days  on  board  a  .• 
sloojJ  off  Ravinglass,  a.id  then  went  in  the. coach 
to  lJiverstoi>e,  and  was  afterwards  seen  at  the  hotel 
in  Chester.     In  the  mean  rime,  the  following  ad-* 
vertisement,  setting  forth  his  person  and  manners, 
was  inserted  in  the  pui^lic  prints:^—  ^  ^, 

"  Notorious  Impostor ^  SwindUr,  and  Felon  ! 

*'  John  Hatfield^  who  lately  married  a  young  wo-  ; 
man,  coiiimonly  called  the  Beauty  of  Buttermere,  r 
under  sn  assumed  name  :  height  tbout  five  feet  ten  . 
inche>.  J    agecl  about  4^5   full  face,  .bright  eyes, 
^  thick  eyebrows,  j^tiong  but  light  beard,  good  CQm-  . 
plcxion,  with  some  colour  j    thickj  but  not  very 
prominent  nose,   smiling  countenance,  'fine  te^tll, 
a   scar  on  one  of  his  cheeks  near. the  qhin,  very 
long  thick  light  hatr,  and  a  great  deal  of  it, grey,, 
done  up^  in  a  chib  j   stiff  square  .shouldered,  full   ,• 
breast   frid   chest,    rather   cprpuIeAt,  and   strong 
limbed,  but  very  active;  and  ba>  rather  a  spring^ 
in  his  gait,  with  apparently  a  lirtle  ,hUch  in  bring- 
ing up  one  leg  j  the  two  middle  fingers  of  hi$  left 
a  M  3  hanc^ 
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Iiand  are  «tifF  from  an  old  wound :  he  has  son^e* 
thin^  of  the  Irish  brogue  in  his  sj>ecch  ;  fluent  and 
cicgant  tn  his  lanf:uage,  great  command  of  words, 
frequently  puts  his  hand  to  hi»  heart }  very  fond  of 
complimentxy  and  generally  addressing  himself  to 
persons  most  diHtingui&hcd  by  rank  or  sitnation; 
attentive  ,m  the  extreme  to  females,  and  likely  to 
insinuate  himscFf  where  there  are  young  ladie*.— 
tte  was  in  Amerieaf  during  the  war,  is  fond  of 
talking  of  hi<  wounds  and  exploits  there,  and  of 
military  subjects,  a!<  weli  as  ot  HjrBel/i-hall,  and 
his  thiareii  in  Derbyshire  and  Cheshire  j  ot  the  anti- 
quity of  his  Camliy,  Whom  he  pretends  to  trace  to 
fhe  Plantagenets.  HemakeK  al  boast  oi  having  oftei\ 
been  eng^iged  in  dutls;  he  ha<  been  a  great  travel- 
ler also,  by  his  own  account,  and  talks  of  "Egypt, 
iFurkey,  and  Italy;  an;i,  in  short,  has  a  general 
know.edge  of  subjects,  which,  together  wi'th  his 
^engaging  manners,  is  well  calculated  to  impose 
Qn  the  credulous  He  hi|d  art  eiibugh  to  connect 
himself  with  some  v^i-y  res(>ectable  merchants  in 
JDevonshire,  as  a  partner  in  busine^^  but  hanng 
^^windleei  them  out  of  large  sums,  he  wa$  made  a 
separate  bankrupt  in  Jun«,  1802.  He  cloaks  his 
deceptions  oniler  themasl^  of  religion,  appears  fond 
of  religious  conlersation,  and  makes  s^  point  o^f  at- 
tending divine  service  and  popular  prea<^hers/* 

Though  he  was  personally  known  at  Cheshire 
•tomany  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  this  specious  hy- 
pocrite had  so.  art  fully  disguised  him>elfy  that  he 
Quitted  the  town  without  any  suspicion,  before  the 
Bow  street  oncers  reached  that  place  in  quest  o£ 
hiiB.  He  was  then  traced  to  Brielth  in  Brecknock* 
shire,  and  was  at  length  apprehended  about  16 
miles  from  Swai^Ka,  and  conmi^ted  to  Breconi 
'.'■'' gaol 
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gaoK  H^  had  a  cravat  on,  with  his  mrtmk,  J.  If. 
^hk'h  ht  attempted  to  account  for,  hy  callmg  him- 
self John  I^lenry.  Befort  the.  magistrates  he  de- 
clared hiipstfir  to  ^e  Tudor  Henry  ;  and  in  order 
to  prc}>o8sc»vS  tJie  holiest  Cambrians  m  his  favor^ 
Voasted  that  he  was  descended  from  an -ancient  fa- 
inilytn  Wales,  for  the  inhabitants  of  which  coun* 
try  he  had  ever  entertained  ^  sincere  regard.  .  He 
was,  however,  convtyed  up  to  town  by  one  of  the 
Bow'stree^  of^ce.i;s,  wh^re  he  was  examined  on  his 
arrival  befor*  the  magistrates.  The  solicitor  for 
Kis  bankruptcy'atrended  to  identify  his  person,  and 
stated,  that  the  comml^ion  of  bankruptcy  was  is- 
sued against  Hatiidd  in  Jiine,  1802;  that  he  at^ 
tended  the  last  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  but 
the  prisoner  did  not  appear,  although  du.e  notice 
pf  the  bankruptcy  had  been  given  in  the  Gazette, 
and  he  himself  had  given  a  personal  noticf  to  the 
jprisoner's  wife  at  Wakefield,  near  Tiverton,  De- 
von. Mr.  Parky n,  the  solicitor  to  the  post-office, 
|>roduced  a  V^arrant  from  Sir  Fred.  Vane,  Bart.  2^ 
magistrate. for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  against 
the  prisoner,  by  th«j  nanae  of  the  ilon.  Alex.  Aug. 
Hopej  charging  him  with  felony,  by  pretending  to 
Ve  a  member  of  parliament  of  the  United  King- 
dom, anil  (i;anking  ^^veral  letters  by  the  name  of- 
A.  Hope,  t,o  seyeral  pei>ons,  which  wer.e  put  inta 
th€  post-9$Ge  at  Ke^wick»  i«  Cuuij^efland,  in  or- 
.der  to  eyad^  the  duties  of  postage.  Another  charge 
for  forgery,  and  r.he  charge  of  bigainy,  were  ex* 
plained' to  him^  but;  not^entered  into^.  a^  he  was 
c>>P3mitt^d  for  tJ:ial  for  t^hcse'  charges  at  the  next 
asMzes  at  Carlisle.  He  conducted  hin^^eii  with  the 
greatest  propriety  during  his  journey  to  town,  and, 
6n  his  e]^9iit>^tioq  i  but  said  nothing  more  thaj\ 
dD8w<ringSi  few  questions  put  to  hina  by  Sir  Ricb« 
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Ford  a^d  the  solicitorH.  He  was^  then  dressed  in  a 
black  coat  and  waistcoat»  fustian  breeches  and 
boots,  and  wore  hi$.halr  tied  behind,  without  pow- 
'der.  ^  His  appeariiace  was  respectable,  though  quite 
in  dishaliillle.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  se- 
veral other  gentlemen  were  present  at  his  examina* 
tign,  in  the  course  of  wl^ich  the  foUovviDg  letterv 
was  produced  :-t* 

*  Ket^ficky  October  thefitst^  i8ox. 
John  Crumps  Esq,  Liverpool. 
Free,  A.  Hope. 

/    Buttermeie»  Oct.  I,  1801.^ 

«'  DEAR  SIR, 

'       **  I  have  this  day  received  Mn  Kirkman\s  kind 
letter  from  Manchester,  promising  me  the  hapt>i' 
ness  of  seeing  you  both  in  about  ten  days,  which 
will  indeed  give  me  great  pleasure;  and  you  can, 
too,  be  of  very  valuable  service  to  me  at  this  place, 
particulars  of  which,   when   we   meet,   though  I 
shall  probably  write  to  you  again  in  a  fev^  days.— 
The  chief  purpose  for  which  I  wrjte  this,  is  to  de- 
sire you  will  be  so  good  a^.  to  accept  a  bill  for  me» 
dated  Buttermcrc,  the  ist  of  October,  at  ten  days, 
and  I  will  either  give  you  cash  for  it  here,  or  remit 
it  to  you  in  time,  which  ever  way  yon  please  to 
say.     It  is  drawn  in  favour  of  Nath.  Mont.  More,  ' 
Esq,    Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  respects  to  your 
lady,  and  say,  I  hope,  ere  the  winter  elapses,  to 
pay  her  my  personal  respects}  for,  if  you  will  ma- 
nage so  as  to'  pass  a  little  time  with  me  in  Scot- 
land, I  will  promise  to  make  Liverpool  in  my  way 
to  London.  With  the  truest  cstcerfj, 

•«  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your's  ever,    A.  HOPE."    ' 

this 
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'  Tnis  letter,  it  was  proved,  passed  free  of  the 
po^tafire.  Anothei  lettrr  was  also  ps£)(iuccd  from 
(lis  witc  at  Tiverton,  and  a  certificate  of  his  mar* 
fiage  with  Mary  of  Buttermcre.  His  trial  canitf 
on  Aug.  15,  1 303,  at  the  assizes  for  Cumberland]^ 
before  the  Hon.  Altx.  Thompson,  Knt.  Ht,stoo<< 
fharged  upon  the  three  foHowing  indictments:—; 
I.  \Yith  having  assumed  the  name  and  tii!eof  the 
Hon.  Alex.  Aug,  Hope,  and  pretending  to  be  a 
^emher  of  parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
preat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  with  havin?,  about 
the  mouth  of  October  last,  under  such  false  and 
iictitious  name  and  character,  drawn  a  draft  oc 
bill  of  exchange,  in  the  name  of  Alex.  Hope,  up- 
9n  John  Crump,  Esq.  for  the  sum  of  lol.  payable 
tp  George  Wood,  ot  Keswick,  Cumberland,  inn- 
j^eeper,  or  order,  at  the  end  of  14.  day!»  from  the 
4itt  of  the  said  draft  or  bill  of  exchange,  z.  With 
making,  uttering,  and  publishing  as  true,  a  cer- 
tain false,  forged,  and  couiuerfeit  bill  of  exchange]^ 

'with  the  name  of  Alex.  Augustus  Hope  thereunto 
falsely  set  and  subscribed,  drawn  upon  Jn.  Crump, 
£sq.  dated  thie  first  day  of  O^t.  i2os,  and  payable 
to  Natb.  Mont.  More,  or  order,  ten  days  after  dat^ 
fox  30I.  sterling.  3.  With  having-  assum,ed  the 
name  of  Alex.  Hope,  and  pretending  to  be  a  meW 
bei  of  parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  ot  Great 
jpritain  and  Iieland,  the  biother  ol  the  Kt.  Hon« 
Lord  Uopetoun,  and  a  colonel  in  the  arn>y ;  and^ 
^oder  such  false  and  fictitious  name  and  character, 
at  various  times  in  the  month  of  October^  i8o2„ 
having  forged  and  counterfeited  the  hand  wiiting 

^f  the  said'  Alex.  Hope,  in  the  superscription  of 

certainr  lettei^  or  packets,  in  order  to  avoid  the  pay- 

fpenl  of  the  duty  of  postage.    During  the  evidence 

' '    '     '  :  for 
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for  the  prosecution,  the  circumstances  alreadjr  men- 
tioned were  rleariy  proved,  after  which  the  judgr 
wiih  a  great  deal  of  perspicuity  and  force,  summed 
up  th^  whold  of  the  evidence,  and  commented  upon 
such  parts  as  peculiarly  affected  the  fate  of  the 
prisoner.  **.  Nothing  could  be  more  clearly  proved 
than  that  the  prisonei  did  make  the  bill  or  bilK  in- 
question  under  the  assumed  name  of  Aiex.  Augus- 
tus Hope,  with  ao  intention  to  defraud.  Th^t  the 
prisoner  used  the  addiiibnal  name  of  Auga^.tps  is 
of  no  consequence  in  this  question.  The  ev»<iencc 
proves  clearly  that  the  prisoner  meant  to  represent 
himself  to  be  another  character,  and  tindei  that 
assumed  character  he  drew  the  bill  in  question.  If 
any  thing  stiould  appi-ar  in  miti^tion  of  the  offen- 
ces with  which  the  prisoner  stands  charged,  they 
inu«t  give  them  a  tull  consideration}  and  though 
his  character  had  been  long  shaded  with  obloquy, 
yet  thry  mut  not  let  this  in  the  least  influence  the 
Verdict  they  were. sworn  to  give.*'  The  jury  con-j 
suited  dbouc  ten  mmutes,  and  then  retunied  a  ver- 
dict ot— Guilty. 

The  trial  commenced  ^bout  eleven  o'^clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  cycled  about  kven  in  the  evening, 
during  the  who  e.ot  wh^ch  time  the  court  was  ex- 
cessivv'iy  crowded.  Never  perhaps  in  Carlisle  did 
there  a  cauae  co.nc  before  a  court  oi  justice  wbich 
claimed  snch  ^  general  interest.  The  prisoner's 
behavior  in  court  was  proper  and  dignified,  and  he 
supportt'd  his,  >iituation  frvm  first  to  last  with  uii- 
shdken/ortiiude.  He  employed  himself  during  the 
greatest  part  of  his  trial  in  writing  notes  on  the 
tfvidencc  given,  and  in  conversing  vy^th  his  counsel,. 
Messrs.  Topping  and  Holroyd.  Atter  the  verdict 
ot  the  jyry  was  given,  he  discovered  no  relaxationi 
'>f  his  accustomed  demeanour  j  but  after  ,the  court 

adjourned. 
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^iljotirnefd,  he  retired  from  the  bar^  iitid  was  or<iered 
to  attend  the  next  morning  to  receive  the  Sentence 
of  tht  law.     The  crowd  was  immense,  and  he  was 
allowed  a  post-chaise  from  the  town-hall  to  the  gaol. 
At  eight  o'clock  the  next  .morning,  the  court  met 
.again,  when  John  Hatiield,  the  prisoner,  appeared 
at  the  bar  to  receive  his  sentence.     Numbers  of 
people  gathered   together  to  witness  this  painful 
duty  of  the  law  pa^sed  upon  one  whose  appearance, 
manners,  and  actions,  had  excitui  a  most  un.'om* 
mon  degree  of  interest.     After  proceeding, in  the 
usual  form,  the  judge  addressed  the  prisoner  jin  the 
following  terms — **  John  Hatfield,  after  the  long 
and  serious  investigation  of  the  charges  which  have 
been  preferred  sigainst  you,  you  have  been  foun<t 
guilty  by  a  jury  of  your  country.    You,  have  bc«.?, 
distinguished  for  crimes  of  such  magnitude  as  hav^ 
seldom,  jf  ever,  received  any  mtrigation  of  capital 
punishment,  and  in  your  case  it  is  impossible  it  can 
-  be  limited.-— Assuming  the  person,  name,  and  cha- 
racter of  a  worthy  and  respectable  officer,  of  a  noble 
family  in  this  country,  you  have  perpetrated  ^nd 
committed  the  m6st  enormous  crimes.     The  Ion? 
imprisonment  you    have   undergone  has  afforded 
time  for  your  serious  reflection,  and  an  opportunity 
of  your  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
enormity  of  your  crimes  and  the  justice  of  that 
sentence  which  must  be  inflicted  upon  you,  and  I 
wish  you  to  be  seriously  impressed  with  the  awfyl- 
nessof  your  situation.     I  conjure  you  to  reflect 
with  anxious  care  and  d^ep  concern  on  your  ap« 
proaching  end/  concerning  which  much  remains  to 
be  done.     Lay  aside  now  your  delusions,  and  im- 
positions,  and  employ  properly /he  short  space  you 
''  have  to  live.    I  beseech  you  to  employ  the  remain- 
"  iiig  part  of  your  time  in  preparing  for  eternity,  so 

that 
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Ihat  you  may  find  riiercy  in  the  hour  of  death  and 
in  the  day  of  judgment.  Hear  now  the  sentence  dT 
the  law  I— That  you  bs  carried  frona  heiftce  to  thb 
place  from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence  tb 
the  i^lace  of  execution,  and  the  re  to  be  hanged  by 
the  neck  till  you  are  dead ^-— and  )nay  th^  JLoni  havl 
mercy  on  yourjsoul!*'  A  notion  very  gctcriMf 
prevailed  that  he  would  'not  be  brought  t6  justice* 
and  the  arrival  of  th|K  mail  was  daily  expetted  vrith 
the  gi^ate>t  impatience*  No  pardon  arriving^  Sei>- 
tember  3,  1803,  (Saturday)  wa$  at  last  fixed  upk)n 
for  the  execution^  The  gallows  j^as  crefcted  the 
preceding  nigln  between  twelve  and  threes  in  an 
island  formed  by  the  river  Eden  on  the  north  side 
of  the  town,  between  the  two  bridges.  Prom  thi 
*:iOur  when  the  jury  found  him  guSty,  he  behaved 
with  the  utmost  serenity  and  cheerfulne^^.  He 
received  the  visits  of  all  who  wished  ro  sec  hiM,  and 
talked  on^the  topics  of  the  day  with  the  greatest 
^merest  or  iftdifferetice.  He  could  scarce  ever  b^ 
brought  to  speak  <>f  his 'own  case.  He  neithei^ 
blamed  the  vtrrdict,  nor  made  any  confession  of  his 
jguiit.  He  said  that  he  had  no  inVentioifi  to  defraud 
those  iK'hose  names  he  fdrged,  but  Was  ntver  heard 
to  say  that  he  was  to  die  unjustly.  By  eleven  in 
the  morning  appo^ted  for  the  execution^  he  was  in 
the  chapel  of  the  gaol  with  the  chnpiain.  He  con- 
tinued performing  his  devotions  for  several  hours. 
He  had  determined  to  have  all  his  business  over 
before  he  arrived  at  the  scafFolJ,  that  he  might 
remain  as  Miort  a  time  as  possible  un.ler  the  gaze  of 
the  mob.  The  post  coming  in  a  litilf  hefort- three, 
and  bringing  neither  pardon  ner  reprieve,  the  under 
sheriff  and  a  detachment  of  the  Cumberland  yeo- 
manry immediately  repaised  to  the  prison,  near  the 
J^ngJish  gate.    A  prodi^ioui  crowd  had  previously 

assembled* 


.JUsemUed.  Thtswasthe  nisirket-day,  aDd  peo^k 
had  tomb  from  the  distance  of<  many  iiii)«s  out  ot 
mere  curiosity.  A  post-chaise  was  brought  for  hiM 
from  the  Bu^h  inii.  Haying  tiketi  fareiAreH  of  the 
clergytnan,  who  anendtd  htm  to  the  door,  hft 
mounted  the  ^eps^v^hh  much  .steadiness  ^nd  cony-'^ 
t>osure*  Thd  gaokr  arid  executioner  went  16  abn^ 
with  him^  The  htter  had  been  brought  from 
Dtttnfries  upon  a  retaining  fee  of  t^n  gu}nets«  It 
waiK  exactly  four  oVlock  v^hen  the  procession  moved 
from  the  gaol.  Passing  through  the  Sc6t<  h  gkte^ 
IB  about  twelve  minbtes  it  arrived  on  the  Sands; 
IJalf  the  yeomanry  went  before  the  carriage,  anc} 
;the  other  half  behind.  Upon  arriving  cm  the  gcbuiidi 
Ahey  formed  a  ting  round  the  scaffold.  It  is  said 
that  he  wished  to  have  bad  the  blinds  draiyn  Mp^ 
hut  that  such  an  inoulgence  was  held  inconsistent 
JWith  the  interest  of  public  justice.  As  soon-as  ih^ 
'Carriage- door  had  been  opttied  by  the  door  sheriif, 
the  culprit  alighted  with  his^two  companions.  A 
«nuiil  duivg  cart,  boarded  over,  had  been  (Jaced  un- 
der the  gtbrbtft.  A  ladder  was  placed  to  this  stage» 
which  ht^  instanily  ascended.  He  was  dressed  in  t 
black  jacket,  black  silk  waistcoat,  fustian  panta- 
k)bn8,-  wliHe  cotton  stockings,  and  ordinary  shoes. 
'He  wore  no  powder  tn  his  hair.  He  was  perfectly^ 
cool  and  collected^  At  the  same  time  his  conduct 
4ii6pl^yed  nothing  pf  levity,  of  insensibility,  or  of 
hardihood.  He  was  more  anxious  to  give  proof  of" 
resignation  tjian  of  heroism.  His  countenance  wa^ 
extremely  pale,  but  his  hand  never  trembled.  He' 
]n;;nediately  untied  his  handkerchief,  and  placed 
a  bandage  over  his  eyes.  The  executioner  was 
extremely  aukward,  and  Hatfield  found  it  nece- 
sary  to 'give  various  directions  as  to  the  placing  of 
the  rope>  £^c.  He  several  timvs  puc  on^a  languid 
»V  and 
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and  piteous  ftmijc.  H«  %t  last  seemed  rather  ex« 
hausud  and  faint.  Having  been  near  three  weeks 
under  sentence  of  dtath>  he  must  have  sufl^red 
rouc.il,  notwithstanding  his  external  bearing ;  and  a 
reflection  of 'the  misery  he  fhad  occasioned  must 
have- given  him  many  an  agoniaing  throb.  Havings 
taken  leave  of  the  gaoler  and  tile  sheriff,  he  prepaied 
himself  for  his  fate.  He  was  heard  at  this  time  to 
exciaimt  '*  My  spirit  is  ••-trong,  though  my  body  h 
weak/*  Great  apprehensions  were  entertained  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  tie  him  up  a  second  time; 
the  noose  slipped  twice,  and  he  fell  down  abo?« 
eighteen  inches.  His  feet  at  last  were  almost  touch- 
ing the  ground}  but  his  excessive  weight,  which 
occasioned  thi^  accident,  speedily  lelieved  him  from 
pai/i.  He  expired  in  a  moment,  and  without  any 
struggle.  The  Ceremony  of  his  hands  being  'tied 
behind  hi;*  ^ack  was'  sati>fied  by  a  piece  of  white 
tape  passed  loosely  from  one  to  the  other;  but  he 
never  made  the  i>maUest  effort  to  relieve  himself. 
He  was  cut  down  atter  he  had  hung  about  an  hour. 
On  the  preceding  Wednesday,  he  had  made  a  car- 
penter take  his  measure  for  a  coffin.  ^He  gave 
particular  directions  that  it  should  be  large,  sls  he 
meant  to  be  laid  in  it  with  ail  hix  clothes  on.  It 
was  made  of  oak,  adorned  with  plates,  !(nd  extreme- 
ly handkome  every  w^y.  A  hearse  followed  with  it 
to  the  ground,  ami  afterwards  bore  him  away.  It 
was  imder&tood  that  the  body  w»<  to  be  buried  in 
thr  parish  of  Burgh,  about  ten  iniie*;  we^t  of  this 
city.  It  seems  he  had  a  great  teiror  oF  his  body  be* 
ing  taken  up,  and  though  he  was  told  that  itwoiUl 
be  .>«fer  for  him  to  be  buried  in  'the  city,  yet  he 
preferred  Burgh,  a  plaie  extremely  sequestered. 
He  \4  said  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  parson. 
"  has  however  beta  a&iie|:ted,  thai  theconjicientious. 

parishioners 
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parishioners  of  Burgh  objected  to  his  being  laid 
there,  and  that  he  w.as  cowsequcntly  interred  in  St» 
mary's  church-yard,  the  usual  place  for  those  who 
<fOHie  to  an  untimely  end.  Notwithstanding  his 
various  and  complicated,  enormities,-  his  untimely 
end  excited  considerable  commiseration  in  this  placet. 
His  manners  were  extremely  polished  and  iasinuat- 
ing,  and  he  was  possessed  ol  qualities  nhlch  might 
have  rendered  him  an  ornament  to  society, 

JHAWES,  NATHANIEL,  (robber)  was  a. 
native  of  Norfolk,  in  which  county  he  was  born  in 
the  year  1701.  His  lather  was  a  grazier  in  ample 
circumstances,  but  dying  while  the  son  was  an  in- 
fant, a  relation  in  HcFifordshire  rook  care  of  his 
education.  At  a  proper  ^ge  he  was  apprenticed  to 
an  upholsterer  in  London  ;  but  becoming  conpecied 
iwith. people  of  bad  character,  and  thus  acquiring- 
an  early  habit  of  vice,  he  robbed  his  master  vtheii 
he  had  bcrved  only  two  years  of  hh  time,  for  vvhich 
he  was  tried  at  the  Old  bailey,  and  being  convicted 
of  stealing -to  the  amount  of  thicty  nine  shillings, 
was  sentenced  tp  seven  years  transportation.  Thi» 
sentence,  ho;^ever.  was  not  carried  into  exf^ution» 
owing  to  tlve  following  circumstance.  A  mait 
yamed  Phillips  had  encouraged  the  unhappy  youth, 
in  his  depredations,  by  purchasing,  at  a  yery  Iovf. 
rate,  such  goods  as  he -stole  from  "his  master  i  but 
when  Hawes  was  taken  into  custody,  he  gave  in-, 
formation  of  this  affair,  in  eonsequence  of  .which  a 
search-warrant  was  procured,  and  many  effects  . 
belonging  to  Hawes's  master  were  found  in  Phillips's 
possession.  Hereupon  application  was  made  to  the 
king,  and  a  free  pardon  was  granted  to  Hawesj^ 
whereby  he  was  rendered  a  competent  evijcnc^.. 
against  Phillips,  vvho  was  tried  for  rcx.eiving  stolen: 
goods,  and  transported  for  fourteen  years,  Hawe?fc  - 
ft  N  1  durleg . 
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during  hit  confinement  io  Newgate  had  made  tndi 
bad  connections  z%  greatly  conrributed  to  the 
ftontamt nation  of  his  morals;  and  soon  after  his 
release,  he  connected  himself  with  a  set  of  bad 
fellows  who  acted  under  the  direction  of  Jonathan 
Wild  I  and  having  made  a  particular  acquaintance 
with  one  John  James,  they  joined  in  the  commisf 
$ioii  of  a  number  of  robberies.  After  an  uncom- 
mon share  of  success  for  some  days,  they  quarrelled 
on  the  division  of  the  booty,  in  consequence  each 
acted  on  his  own  account.  Some  little  time  after 
they  had  thus  separa|ed,  Hawes,  being  apprehensive 
|hit  Jtme's  would  impeach  him,  applied  to  Jonathan 
Wild,  and  informed  against  his  old  acquaintancci 
on  which  Tames  wa^  talcen  into  custody,  tried,  con- 
victed, and  executed.  Notwithstancjing  this  con- 
yirtion,  theoourt  sentenqed  Hawes  to  be  imprisoned 
in  New  Pritton,  and  that  goal  was  preferred  to 
Newgate,  becmise  the  prisoners  in  the  latter  ha4 
threatened  to  ipurder  Haweb,  for  being  an  evidence 
^(gaiiist  James-  Here  ft  should  be  observed,  that 
by  an  act  of  the  4th  and  5*h  of  William  and  Mary, 
for  the  more  effectual  conviction  of  highwaymen^ 
the  evidence  of  arconplices  is  allowed;  but  the 
evidrtice  c(innot  etaim  his  liberty  unless  two  or  more 
of  his  accomplices  are  convicted  j  iut  may  be  im^ 
fMsoned  during  ike  fkasttte  of  the  court, — Soon 
after  his  commitment,  Hawes  and  another  fellow 
inaile  their  escape,  and  entering  into  partnership, 
committed  a  variety  of  robberies,  particularly  in 
the  road  bee  weep  Hackney  and  Shored  itch.  TTiis 
connection,  like  the  former,  lasted  but  a  short  time: 
a  dispute  on  dividing  their  ill-gotten  gains  occa- 
sioned a  separation  :  soon  after  which,  Hawes  went 
alone  tQ  Finchley-Common,  where  meeting  with  a 
^entlcmaii  riding  to  town,  he  presented  a  pistol  to 
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his  breast,  and  commanded  him  instantly  to' dis- 
mount, that  he  might  search  him  for  his  money- 
The  gentleman  offered  him  four  shillings,  on  which 
Hawes  swore  the  most  horrid  oarhs,.  and  threatened 
]n<;tant  death,  if  he  did  not  immediately  suhmit. 
The  gentleman  quitted  his  horse,  and  in  the  same 
moment  seized  the  pistol,  which  he  snatched  from 
the  hand  of  (he  robber,  and  presenting  it  to  him, 
told  him  to  expect  death  if  he  did  not  surrender 
himself.  Hawes,  who  was  now  ps  terrified  as  he 
had  been  insol^nr,  made  no  opposition ;  and  the 
driver  of  a  cart  coming  up  just  at  that  juncture,  he 
was  easily  made  prisoner,  conveyed  to  Londop,  and 
comrkiittcd  to  Newgate.  When  the  sessions  came 
on,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  he  refused  to 
plead  to  his  indictment,  alledging  the  following 
reason 'for  so  doing;  that  he  would  ilie,  as  he 
h^d  lived,  like  a  gentleman:  <*  The  people  («aid 
he)  vvho  apprehended  me,  seized  a  suit  of  fine 
clothes,  which  I  intended  to  have  gone  to  the  gal-  . 
lovis  irf;  and  unless  they  arc  returned  I  will  not 
plead  J  for  no  one  shall  say  that  I  was  hanged  in  a 
dirty  shirt  and  ra^^ged  coat."  On  this  lie  wastold 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  his  contempt  of 
legal  authority  j  but  this  making  no  impression  on 
him,  sentence  was  pronounced  that  he  should  be 
pressed  to  Jcath,  whereupon  he  was  taken  from 
the  court,  and  being  laid  on  his  back,  sustained  a 
Joad  of  two  hundre.l  and  fifty  pounds  weight  about* 
seven  minutes  ;  bu*  unable  any  longer  to  l^ear  the 
pain,  he  entreated  he  might  he  conducted  back  to 
the  court,  which  being  complied  with,  he  pleaded 
«*  Not  guilty;"  but  the  evrdetice  against  him  being 
complete,  he  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die. 
AHer  conviction  his  behaviour  was  very  improper. 
He  told  the  other  capital  convic'ts  he  would  die  like 
a  N  3  '  ah«rQ  , 
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a  hero  s  and  behaved  in  the  same  thoughtless  way 
till  the  arrival  oC  the  warrant  for  his  execution  a 
after  which  his  conduct  was  pot  altogether  so  ini^ 
prudent.  He  bwned  to  the  ordinary  of  Newg^tCy 
that  he  was  induced  to  refuse  to  plead  to  bis 
indictment,  that  the  other  pri^oners  mif^ht  deem 
him  a  nian  of  honor,  and  not  from  the  idle  vanitj 
O^  i)eing  hanged  in  tine  clothes.  He  acknowledged 
many  robberies  which  he  had  comtnkted;  but 
chargtd  Jonathan  Wild  as  being  the  principal 
author  ot  his  ruin*  by  purchasing  the  stojtn  goods. 
He  like v^ise  owned  that  he  had  been  base  enough 
to  inform  against  persons  who  were  innocent,  par- 
ticularly a  genritmWs  servant  who  was  then  in 

>  cu^tody ;  hut  he  did  not  discover  many  signs  of 
contrition  ^or  this  or  anv  other  of  his  offences.  He 
suffered  at  Tyburn  pa  the  a  2d  of  Decern  b^r, 
i/aj. 

HAWKE,  WILLIAM,  (highwayman,) 
was  born  at  Uxhridge^  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  hired  to  drair 
beer  at  a  public  house  on  Saffron-hill.  Contracting 
an  acquaintance  with  some  abandoned  people  who 
frequented  an  alehouse  in  St.  Giles,  he  was  per- 
suaded to  join  them  in  committing  depredations. 
Upon  the  public.     At  length  he  commenced  high* 

'Mrayman,and  became  an  accoinplice  of  James  Fiejd. 
fSce  FiELD.),  Field  and  Hawke  were  transported 
to  America:  and  returning  to  England  nearly 
at  the  s-ame  period,  they  again  became  associates  in 
committing  robberies  upon  the  highway.  Hawke 
and  Field  being  apprehended  together,  the  formei 
escaped  from  Tothill- fields  bridewell,  and^got  to 

^  France  {  but  the  other  suffered  the  sentence  of  th» 
UW.  Upon  his  return  to  England  he  committed  a 
«urpii^ng  nuinber  of  most  daring  robberies :  and 
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seTersl  mevMis  elapsed  before  the  thief- fakers  knew 
him  to  be  the  inan  by  whom  the  roads  about  Lon- 
don were  so  dangerously  infested.  Informatimi 
being  given  to  Mr*  Smith,  the  keeper  of  ToihiU  • 
fields  Bridewell,  that  Hawke*$  wife  had  been  to 
Uxbridgc  on  a  party  of  pleaslM-e,  he  sought  the 
driver  of  the  coach  in  which  she  was  conveyed,  and 
learned  from  htm  that  Hawke  lodged  in  Shoe  lape» 
The  following  morning  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr. 
Leigh,  and  some  other  persons  in  the  service  of  Sir 
John  Fielding,  went  to  Shoe-lane.  Bond  going  up 
two  pair  of  stairs,  entered  the  front  room,  axid  there 
discovering  Hawke  slumbering  in  bed,  threw  him-!* 
aeif  across  the  highwayman,  but  Hawke  rolling  the 
sheet  rounti  Bond's  head,  reached  at  a  pistol  that 
was  under  the  pillow,  at  which  infant  Smith  en- 
tered, and  caught  hold  of  his  hand.  With  much 
ilifliicuity  Hawke  was  secured ;  and  being  put  into 
a  coach  he  said,  that  his  misfortunes  were  in  some 
ineaf^ure  alleviated  by  the  constderatior>  that  no  . 
Kfe  was  lost,  for  he  was  provided  with  several 
loaded  pistols,  and  had  formed  the  resolution  of 
firing  upon  every  man  who  should  at,rempt  to  take 
liim  in  custody.  Bei^ig  conveyed  to  the  public 
office  in  Bow  street,  a  great  number  of  \  persons 
were  bound  to  prosecute,  and  he  was  committed  to 
lijewgate.  At  the  next  sessions  of  the  OUl  Bailey 
))e  was  arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  mbbing 
Mr.  Hart  of  a  small  sum  of  mot'iey.  Mr.  Hart  and 
Caf<taiR  Cunningham  were  stopped  in  the  Fulham 
stage,  a  little  btyond  Knightsbridge,  by  the  pr*-* 
soner,  who  demanded  their  mbney.  The  Captain 
refti>ed  to  resign  his  property ;  and  Hawke  threat- 
ened to  fire,  and  pointing  his  pistol  at  the  Captain* 
kc  said,  «•  Fire  away  and  be  d— *nd  P*    On  which 

th« 
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the  rohber  dUcharged  his  pi^ol,  aud  the  ball  parsed 
between  the  Captaiirs  shoulder  and  his  coat.  Mr» 
Hart  then  dcliverrd  a  frw  ^hiIlings;  and  Captaia. 
Cunningham,  getting  out  of  the  coach  in  the  inte- 
rim, ^eiztfd  the  bridle  of  the  highwayman '3  horse, 
when  he  discharged  a  second  pistoL  He  then  re- 
mounted, hut  did  not  ride  away  fof  some  minutes,, 
during  which  inttrval  the  Captain  employed  him- 
self in  picking  up  stones  and  throwing  them  at  him* 
At  the  time  of  Hiwke's  trial  Captain  Cunning- 
ham was  abroad  i  but  Mr.  Hart's  evidence  was  so 
positive,  clear,  .^nd  circumstantial,  that  no  doubti 
remiincd  as  to  the  gult  of  the  prisoner^,  who  was 
.  therefore  stu'enced  to  'iuffer  death.  While  under 
sentence  of  death,  in  Newgate,  his  behavibur  was 
such  as  may  be  called  decent,  but  not  penitentiaL 
While  his  iions  were  knocking  off  on  the  morning 
of  execution,  one  of  his  acquaintance  addre^^sed  him 
thus:  ••  How  do  you  do,  Billy ?  Will  you  ha?c 
some  flowers?*"  Hereupon  Hawke  said,  "  I  am 
pretty  Wtll,  I  thank  you.  How  is  Harry  Wright? 
(v^nc  ot  the  then  turnkeys  of  Tothill-fields  bride- 
weil,)  he  has  been  ill  of  late,  I  hear."  And  theft 
vi'hiie  the  man  held  the  nosegay^  he  picked  out  a 
flower,  and  with  great  com ^josu re  placed  it  in' a 
button- hole  of  his  coat.  When  the  cart  was  prepa- 
tino  to  be  driven  from  under  the  gallows,  he  threw 
off  both  his  shoes  I  aixl  when  he  found  it  move,  he 
collectcci  his  utmost  strength,  and  leaped  up,  so  that 
bis  neck  was  instantly  dislocated.^  He  suffered  ae 
Tyburn,  on  the  i>t  of  Jtily,  1774. 

HAWKINS,  JOHN,  (piGHWAVMAN,)  was 
the  son  of  a  poor  faimer  at  Staines,  who  not  being 
able  to  afford  to  educcite  him  properly,  he  went  into 
Jbe  service  of  a  gentleman,  which  he  soon  quitted, 

and 


and  KtcjI  at  a  waiter  at  the  ReH  Lion  at  Brentford  f 
but  leaving  this  placet  he  again  engaged  as  a  gen- 
jlkm^n^s  servant.  leaving  been  at  length  in  different 
famplieSf  he  became  butler  to  Sir  Dennb  Drury,  and 
fvas  distinguished  as  a  servant  of  very  creditable 
api>earance.  His  person  was  uncommonly  graceful 
and  he  was  remarkably  vain  of  it.  He  used  to 
frequent  gaming. t.^ hies  two  or  three  flights  >n  a 
ve^k),  a  practice  which  led  to  that  ruin  which  finally 
befel  him\  About  this  time,  Sir  Dennis  had  been 
jrobbed  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  plate  :  and  as 
Hawkins's  mode  of  life  was  very  expensive,  it  was 
suspected  that  he  was  the  thief,  for  which  reason 
he  was  discharged  without  the  advantage  of  a  good 
character.  Being  thus  destitute  of  the  means  of 
.  subsl>tenee,  he  had  recourse  to  the  highway,- and 
bis  first  expedition  was  to  Hounslow-'Heath,  wheVe 
he  took  eleven  pounds  from  the  passengers  in  a 
cpacb:  but  such  was  his  attachment  to  gaming, 
that  he  repaired  di^eccly  to  London,  and  lost  it  all« 
He  eontinaed  to  rob  alonj!  for  some  time>  and  then 
engaged  with  other  highwaymen  |  but  the  same 
fate  still  atteiided  him :  he  Ipift  by  gaming  what  he 
<0btained  at  so  much  riscjue,  and  was  frequently  so 
reduced  as  to  dme  at  an  eating-hpusei  and  sneak 
jaff  without  payitig  his  recl^bning^  Several  of  his 
old  companions  having  m't  their  deserts  at  tl^s 
gallows,  he  became  acquainted  with  one  Wilson, 
a  y^uth  of  good  education,  who  had  been  articled 
to  a  solicitor  in  chancery,  but  had  neglected  his 
business  through  an  attachment  to  the  gaming- 
table..^ T^ese  associates  having  co'^inmitted  several 
robberies  in  conjunction,  were  tried  fprone  of  them, 
but  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence.  After  which 
l¥i)9on  weo^t  down  to  hi:i  mother,  who  lived  af 
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Whitby,  in  Yorkshire,  and  continued  yjrtfli  her  for 
about  a  year,  ami  then  comings  to  London,  lived 
with  a.gentieinan  of  the  law  5  but  having  lost  his 
money  in  gaming,  renewed  bis  acquaintance  with 
Hawki  s,  who  was  now  concerned  with  a  ncw 
gan-.,  oi'  vil.ains:' one  of  whom,  however,  being 
appcehrndrd,  impeached  the  re>.t,  which  soon  di«- 
persedthe  gmg,  hot  not  until  some  of  them  had 
made  I  heir  exit  at  TySuro :  on  which  Hawkins  wax 
obliged  to  Conceal  hi'niNelf  for  a  con<idtra*>le  tiraci 
but  at.  len  th  he  ventured  to  rob  a  gentleman  on 
Finchicy  Common,  and  shot  one  of  hi*  servants 
too,  m1)o  die  !  on  the  spot.  HU  next  attack  was  cm 
the  Eail  of  fiurlingion  "ind  Lori  Bruce  in  Rich- 
^mond-Line,  from  whom  he  took  about  twenty 
pounds,  two  gold  watchfK,  and  a  sapphire  ring. 
For  this  ring*  a  reward*  of  one  hundierl  pound-*  was 
oHeied  to  Jonathan  Wild;  but  Hawkins  sailed  to 
Hoiiand  with  it,  and  there  sold  it  for  forty  pounds. 
On  his  return  to  England  he  joined  hiii  companions^ 
of  whom  Wdson  was  one,  and  robbed  Sir  David 
Dairympleoi  ahont  three  pounds,  a  snuff-box,  and 
a  pocket  book,  for  which  la  t  Sir  David  offered 
sixty  pounds  re  ward  to  Wild  ;  but  HawkinsVgang 
having  no  conectiun  wtth  rhat  villain,  who  did  not 
even  know  their  uer^ofts,  they  sent  the  book  by  a^ 
porter  to  Sir  David,  without  expense  They  next 
sfopped  Mr.  Hyde,  of  Hacknev,  in  his  coach,  and 
lobhed  hint  of  ten  pounds  and  his  watch,  but  nntsv 
ed  three  hundred  |>otind.s  which  the  gentleman  thea 
b  id  in  his  possession  Affer  this  they  stopped  the 
Earl  of  Wtsrmorland's  coach  in  LincoUi'^s  Inn 
Fields,  and  lobbed  hjm  of  a  sum  of  money,  though 
there  were  thcte  footmen  behind  the. carriage.  Th^ 
footmen  called  the  watch,  but  the  robber^  firing  a 

pistol 
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pistol, over  their  heads,  the  guardians  of  the  night 
decamped.  Hawkins  had  nowiesolved  to  carry  the 
booiy  obtained  in  several  late  robberies  to  Holland  $ 
bat  Jonathan  Wild. having  beard  of  the  connec- 
tion»  caused  some  of  the  gang  to  be  apprehended  ; 
on  which  the  rest  went  into  the  country  to  hide 
fheoKelves.  On  this  occasion  Hawkins  and  Wilson 
vent  todxfordy  and  paying  a  visit  to  the  Bodleian 
^  library,  the  former  wantonly  defaced  some  pictures 
in  the  gallery  ^  and  one  hundricd  pounds  reward 
viras  offered  to  discover  the  offender,  when  a  poor 
fay  lor  having  been  taken  op  on  suspicion,  n;«rrow<- 
ly  escaprd  being  whipped,  merely  because  he  was 
©f  whiggish  priHciples.  Hawkins  and  his  friend 
returning  to  London,  the  latter  coming  of  age  at 
fhat  tims;,  succeeded  to  a  little  estate  bis  father  bad 
left  him,  which  he  sold  for  three  hundred  and  fifty 
poundsy  a  small  part  of  which  he  lent  to  his  compa- 
nions to  buy  horses,  and  soon  dissipated  the  rest  at 
the  gaming-table.  The  associates  now  stopped 
two  gentleman  in  a  chariot  on  the  Hampstead 
Road,  who  bothered  at  once,  by  which  three  slugs 
were  lodged  in  Hawkinvs  shoulder,  and  the  high- 
waymen got  to  London  with  some  difBculty.  On 
Hawkins's  recovery,  they  attempted  to  stop  a 
gentleman's  coach  in  Hyde  Piirk ;  but  the  coach- 
man driving  hastily,  Wilson  fired,  and  wounding 
himself  in  the  hand,  found  it  difficult  to  scale  the 
park  viall,  to  eflfert  his  escape.  This  circum- 
stance occasioned ^ome  serious  thoughts  inhisiriind, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  set  out  for  his  mother's 
house  in  Yorkiihire,  wher«^  he  was  kindly  received, 
and,ful]ydetcrmintd  never  to  recur  to  his  former 
practfces.  While  he  was  engaged,'  in  his  mother^ 
business,  and  planning  schemes  for  domestic  hap* 
^  '       piacssi 
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pinestt  lie  «vas  sent  for  to  t  paliiie*>house»  where  "^i 
t'oufid  his  old  acquaintancCf  Hawkins*  in  coriipanf 
wltb  one  George  Simpsoii,  another  aasociate,  who 
was  a  native  of  Putney,  in  Surry.    His  father  was 
a  wine-merchanty  bat  being  reduced  in  circom^ 
stances,  lerooved  into  Lincolnshire.    Young  ^imp^ 
son  icept  a  public- house'  at  Lincoh),  and  acted 
as  a  sWiff's  oftcer*  but  qoitting  the  eountry»  h^ 
came  to  London,  and  was  butler  to  Lord  Castle- 
main  I  after  which  he  lited  in  several  other  credit** 
able  places,  till  he  became  acquainted  #ith  Haw* 
kins.     W/ilson  was  srhocked  at  seeing  them,  and  . 
asked  what  could  induce  them  to  take  such  a  jour- 
ney.     Hereupon   Hawkins  swore  violently,  said 
Wilson  was  impeached,  and  would  be  taken  intd 
custody  in  a  few  days.    This  induced  him  to  go  C0 
London  with  them  ^  but,  on  his  arrival,  he  .found 
that  the  story  of  the  impeachment  was  false.  Wheii 
in   Londoni  they  formed  connections  with  othef 
thieves,  ami  committed  several  robberies,  forwhrdl 
some  of  the  gang  were  executed.   They  frequented 
a  public-house*  at  London   Wall,  the  master  of 
which  kept  a  livery  stable,  so  that  they  rode  out 
at  all  houc;,  and  robbed  the  stages  as  they  wer6 
coming  into  town.    They  took  not  only  money* 
but  portmanteaus,  See.  and  divided  the  booty  witfi 
Carter,  the  master  of  the  livery  stable.    Thus  th^f 
continued  their  depredations  on  the  public,  till  one 
i)f  I  heir  associates,  named  Child,  w^^  executed  at 
Aylesbury,  and  hung  in  chaiosj  for  robbing  the 
inail.     Tiiis  incensed  them  to  such  a- degree,  thit' 
f     they  detcimined  to  avenge  the  supposed  insult  by 
iCOfiJinitting  a -similar  crime.     Having  mentjofied 
th<;ir  design  in  ib'e  presence  of  Carter,  the  stable* 
k.^e^r,  he  advised  tbcint<>stoj>  the  ma^ll  from  Har- 
wich J 
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^Ith ;  but  thU  they<]edined,  because  the  changing 
of  the  wind  must  render  the  time  of  its  arrival  on- 
tertain.  At  length  it  was  determined  to  rob  the 
Bristol  mail;  and  they  set  out  on  an  expedition 
for  that,purposc.  It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  th* 
boy  who  cairied  the  mail  was  overtaken  at  Sloughy 
by  a  countryman,  who  travelled  with  him  tp.Lang- 
Wy-Broom,  whe/e  a  person  rode  up  to  them,  and 
turn(fd  bacic  again.  W,lien  passing  through  Coin- 
brooky  they  saw  the  same  man  again,  with  two 
others,  who  followed  them  at  a  small  distance,  and 
then  pnlling  their  wigs  over  their  foreheads,  and 
holding  handkerchiefs  in  jtheir  mouths,  came  up 
with  them,  and  commanded  the  post* boy  and  the 
countryman  to  come  down  a  lane,  where  they  or- 
dered them  to  quit  their  horses,  and  then  Hawkhvsy 
Simpson,  and  Wilson,  tied  them  back  to  back,  and 
fastened  them  to  a  tree  in  a  wet  ditch,  so  that  they 
were  obliged  to  btand  in  the  water.  This  being 
xlone,  they  took  ^uch  papers  as  they  liked  out  of  the 
Bath  and  Bristol  bags,  and  hid  the  rest  in  a  hedge. 
They  now  crested  the  Thames,  and  riding  a  little 
way  into  Suny,  put  up,  thei^r  horses  at  an  inn  in 
Bermondsey-btreet.  It  was  now  about  six  in  the 
morning,  when  they  parted,  and  went  different 
ways  to  a  public-house  in  the  Minories,  where  they 
proposed  to  divide  their  ill  gotten  treasure.  The 
landlord  being  well  acquainted  with  their  persons,  , 
and  knowing  the  profusion  of  his.  guests,  shewed 

-  them  a  private  room,  and  supplied  ihcm  with  pen 
and  ink.  Having  equally  divided  the  bank  notes, 
they  threw  the. letters  in  the  fire,  and  then  went  to, 
their  lodgings  i^n  Green- Arbour-Court,  in  the  Old 
Bailey.     A  few  days  after  this,  information  was 

jgfiveJi  at  the  l^iOSt-Qdice,  that  suspicious  people  fr«- 
^  0       ~  '  Gucntcd 
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quented  the  house  of  Carter,  the  stable- keeper,  at 
London -Wall  5  .iccording]y,some  persons  were^ent 
thither  to  mike  the  neressary  disco. er>es.  Wil'ion 
happening  to  be  there  at  the  tinoe,  suspected  their 
business,  on  Which  he  abruptly  re  irtd,  slipped 
through  some  bye  alleys,  and  jgot  into  the  Moor- 
gate  coffee  house,  i^hich  he  had  orcastonaUy  used 
for  two  years  before,  on  account  of  its  being  frc- 

?|uente<.l  by  reputable  company^  and  .therefore  less 
iable  to  be  searched  for  suspicious  people.  HeJiad 
not  Deen  lung  in  the  houNC  before  a  >quakei  n>en- 
tioneil  the  search  that  was  making  in  the  neigh, 
bouihood  for  the  men  who  robbed  the  maiL  This 
shocked  him  so  that  he  instantlv  paid  his  reckon- 
ings and  going  otit  at  the  back  door,  went  to  Bed- 
lam,  where  the  melancholy  sight  of  the  objects 
around  hiir<)  induced  him  to  draw  a  ieomparrson 
between  their  situation  and  'bi-*  own  j  and  he  con- 
cluded that  he  was  far  more  unhappy  through  the 
weight  i)f  bis  guilty  than  those  pobr  wretches  whom 
It  had  pleased  God  to  deprive  of  the  use  of  their 
intellects.  Having  reflected  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  for  hiiij  to  stay  longer  in  London,  he  resolved  to 
go  to  Newcastle  by  sea*  and  he  was  confirmed  in 
this  resolution,  upon  being  told  by  a  person  who 
wished  his  safety,  that  he  and  his  companions  were 
the  parties  suspected  of  having  robbed  the  mail. 
Thi*  friend  likewise  advised  him  to. go  to  the  Post- 
OfSce,  surrender,  and  turn  evidence;  hinting,  that 
it  lie  did  not,  it  was  piobable  Simpson  wot)>J  ;  as 
jie  had  asked  some  questions  which  seemed  to  inti' 
Uiate  such  a  design.  Wilson  neglected  this  advtcc» 
but  held  hii»  resolution  of  going  to  Newca>tle«  and 
^ith  that  intention  quitted  Bedlam  5  but  by  Moor- 
gate  coffee -house*  he  met  the  man  he  had  seen  at 

Carters. 
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Cartcr>.  They  turned  and  followed  him;  yet, 
unperceived  by  them,  he  entered  ihe  coffee-hous?,^ 
vhile  they  went  un  Icr  the  arch  of  the  gattf,  and  if 
he  had  returned  by  the  door  he  entered,  he  would 
have  again  escaped  them  ;  but  Sfoing  out  of  the 
fore  door  of  the  house,  they  todk  him  into  custody,/ 
and  conducted  him  to  the  Post  Oifice.-  On  his  first 
examination,  he  refiiNed  to  make  any>ct»n»cssion  j 
and  on  the  following  day  he  seemed  tqualU'  de- 
termined to  conceal  the  truth,  till  two  circunstgnce* 
induced  him  to  reveal  it.  In  the  first  phce,.  the 
Post-Master  Gcneial  premised  that  he  should  be 
admitted  an  evidence  if  he  would  discover  his  ac- 
complices; and  one  of  the  clerks  calling  hi»n  aside, 
shewed  him  a  Icttei '  without  any  name  to  it,  of 
which  the  foUowiug  is  a  copy :  -    - 

"Sir, 
**  I   am  one  of  those  persons  who  robbed  the 
mails,  which  i  amsoiry  for;  and,  to  make  amends, 
I  will  secure  my  two  companions  a>  soon  as  may  oc. 
He  whose  h^rld  this  shall  appear  to  be,  will,  1  hope,  . 
be  entitled  to  the  reward  and  his  pardon/' 

As  Wilson  knew  thi  letter  to  be  of  Simpson's 
hand-writing,  he  thought  himself  justified  in  mak- 
ing a  f^ill  discovery,  which  he  accordmgly  did,  in 
ponsequcnce  ci(  which  his  associates  were  appre- 
hended at  thtir  lodgings  in  the  Old  Bailey,  two  i« 
^ays  afterwards.  At  first  they  made  an  appear- 
ance of  resista'nce,  and  threatened  to'  shoot  the 
peace  officers ;  but  the  lattei  sayinj;  they'were  pro- 
vided with  arm?!,  the  otfeiideis  yicld'e-l,  and  w'ere 
committed^  to  Newgate.  On  the  tiial,  Hawkins 
endeavoured  \q  prove  that  he  was  in  London  ^t.the 
a  O  z  time 
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time  th»t  the  m»l  was  robbed ;- and  one  FoUer-^  of 
Bedfuidbury,  svrore  that  he  lodged  at  his  house  on 
that  ni^:ht.  To  ascertain  this  Fuller  produced  a 
receipt  for  thirty  shillings,  which  he  said  Hawiins 
then  paid  .him  tor  horse  hire.  The  judge  desiring 
to  locik  at  that  receipt,  observed,  that  the  body  of 
it  wa«  written  with  an  ink  of  a  different  color  from 
that  of  the  name  at  the  bottom  j  on  which  he  or- 
dered the  note  to  be  handed  to  the  JQry»  and  re- 
marked that  Fuller'*  testimony  deserved  no  kind  of 
credit.  Aiter  examining  some  other  witnesses,  the 
judge  proce^ea  to  sum  up  the  evidence,  in  which 
be  was. interrupted  by  the  fclloW'ug  singular  occur- 
rence! as  stated  by  the  sliort-hand  ^writer  s 

**  My  ink,  as  it  happened,  was  very  bad,  being 
thick  at  bottom,  and  thin  and  waterish  at  top  j  so 
that,  according  as  I  dipped  my  pen,  the  writing  ap- 
peared very  pale  or  pretty  black.  Now,  just  as 
the  court  was  remarking  on  the  difference  of  the 
ink  in  Fui«er\  receipt,  a  gentleman  who  stood  by 
me,  perceiving  something  of  the  same  ,kind  in  my 
writing,  desired  to  look  upon  my  notes  for  a  minute^ 
As  I  was  not  aware  of  any  ill  consequences,  I  let 
him  take  the  book  out  of  my  hand  j  when  pre- 
sently shewing  it  to  hh  friend,  ••  See  here,  (said  he) 
what  diHefence  there  i»  in  the  colour  of  the  same 
ink  V*  His  friend  took  it,  and  shewed  it  to  another. 
Uneasy  at  this,  I  ^poke  to  them  to  return  me  my 
book.  They  begged  my  par.lon,  and  !»aid  I  should 
irave  it  in  a  minute  j  but  this  answer  was  no  sooner 
given,  than  a  curiosity  suddenly  entered  one  of  the 
jurymen  who  sat  just  by,  and  he  too  begged  a  sight 
oi  thcbook  5  which,  no\withsrBnding  my  impor- 
t*inity,    ivas    immediately  handed  to  him.      He 

viewed 
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Viewed  if,  and  gave  it  to  the  next,  and  so  ft  passeil 
from  one  to  the  other,  till  the  judge  perceiving 
them  very  busy,  called  to  them,  *  Gentlemtn,  what 
aie  you  doing  ?  What  hook  is  that  ?*  They  told 
him  it  was  the  writer's  btiok,  an*  fh  y  were  ob- 
aerving'  how  the  ^aine  ink  appeared  pale  in  one 
place,   and,  binck  in  another.     *  You  ought  not 

f^mtremen,  says  he,  *>to  tike  notice  of  any  thing 
i/t  what  i»  produced  in  evidnce;'  and  thrn  turn- 
ing tome,  demanJed  vKhit  I  meant  by  shewing  that 
to  the  juryl  I  answered,  that  I  could  not' fix  upon 
the  pcr>ons,  for  the  gentlemen  near  me  were  all 
strangers  to  me,  and  I  wa>  tar  from  imagining  I 
should  have  any  such  occasion  for  taking  pirticular 
notice  of  them. — His  lordship  then  re-as-umv.d  his 
chaVge  to  the  jury>  which,  being  ended,  they  with- 
drew to  consider '9f  their  verdict.'* 

.^fter  staying  out  about  an  hour,  the  jury  return- 
ed into  court  without  ag'ceing  on  a  verdict,  saying 
they  could  not  be  convmced  that  Fuller's  receipt  wai 
not  genuine,  merely  in  account  of  the  different 
jcohnurs  of  the  ink.  Hereupon  the  court  intimated 
how  many  wit»  esses  had  sworn  that  Hawkins  was 
absent  from  London,  to  contradict  allof  whoni,there 
was  only  the  evidence  ot  Fuller,  which  was  at  leaft 
rendered  dbubtful  by  the  ink  appearing  of  twd 
colours}  and  it  was  ^uSmitted  whether  Fuller's  tes- 
timony ought  to  be  held  of  equal  Validity  with  that 
of  all  the  opposing  parties.  Hereupon  the  jury 
wentoutof  codtt,  and,  on  thcir.return,  gave  a  ver- 
dict of  Guilty  ag.imst  Horh  the  pri>oners.  Ai  the 
place  of  execution.  Ha  wkin  addressee!  the  surround- 
ing multitude,  acknowledging  Jus  sin;$,  professing 
^odie  in  charity  with  ad  mankind,  and  begging  the 
prayers  of  those  who  were  w-itncsses  of  his  melan- 
'    •  '  » o  3  chdy 
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cholyexit.  He  died  with  ^j^at  ditlieiilty  ;  but 
jSimpson  was  out  of  hte  pain  almp^  without  a 
stru^.^ltf.  Tbcy  suffered  at  Tyburo,  on  the  »ist 
of  May,  r7tx,  and  were  bung  in  cbainsos  Houais^ 

HAWKINS.THOMASJAMES,  alias  HENRY 
{swiMOLEf.}  whosK  chief  livelihood  was  obtaining 
goods  and  money  under  false  pretences,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  brother,  Edward  Underwood,  as  he 
called  himself  ;  the  elder  of  whom  Was  pot  siore 
than  twenty,  when,. in  i8o3»  they  w<re  both  tried  >t 
the  Old  Bailey  for  imposing  upon  Mary  Marnct^ 
who  lived  at  No  a,  Ranelagh-walk,CheWea,  where 
she  had  kept,  a  bourse  upwards  of  seven  years^  ever 
since  her  husband  left  her;  the  furniture  being  hejr 
own.  On  the  2?st  of  January,  1800,  as  she  was 
walking  through  Great  George- street,  Westmin-  , 
fiter,  she  was  accosted  by  {i  jwkint  i  she  oouJd  not 
EecoUect  what  he  Hrst  said  to  her,  but  believed  it 
was  something  about  the  weather-,  s^ch  a^,  *<  thi» 
is  a  fine  day.*'  Hi;  walked  with  her,  and  hekl  her 
in  conversation  on  soitie  trifling  subjects:  as  she  waa 
in  haste,  she  wanted  to  get  rid  of  him  f  she  co4fckl 
not  recollect  what  led  to  it,  hut  she  told  bim  she 
was  going  00  business  to  a  gentleman's  in  Tufton- 
stjreet,  Westminster  t  he  said  he  would  accoHnpany 
her,  as  her  manners  and  conversation  were  so  en* 
gaging :  she  still  wanted  to  jE>:et  rid  of  him  j  he 
wanted  her  to  come  through  Westminster  College, 
where  he  said  lie  was  educated,  and  where  he  would 
shew  her  his  name  in  letters  of  gold  $  she  refused 
to  go  that  way.  Having  transacted  her  business  in 
Tufton -street,  be  waited  for  her  till  she  came  out* 
and  renewed  the  conversation  {  lie  began  to  j^rofess 
a  great  attachment  to  her,.  a«  he  said  she  resembled  » 

i^>  he  once  passionately  adtnired.  She  told  him  that 
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she  Uad  to  call  In  Oxford  road,  and  that  she  wish- 
ed bo  go  through  Parliament- street )  he  said*  **  N6» 
ibr  if  I  am  s«en  with  7011  by  the  officers,  who  arc 
iny  acquaintances,  as  I  hare  a  brother  in  the  guards* 
tiiey^U  ^uiz  me  j"  in  <:onse<|uence  of  .which  he  per- 
vaded hr^  to  turn  down  Gre»t  Georse  street.  As 
they  wallced  along,  Ke  totd  her  he  wa9  the  son  of 
Genei-al  Hawkins,  that  he  lived  in  Sf>riog«GardeflS| 
:^nd  ;hat  his  uncle,  Sir  Cesar  Hawi(.ins,  lived  In 
SackviJi^-stieet  j  that  he  had  been  a  little  gay,  but 
l-hd,i  he  had  50QI  a  year,  independent  qf  hU  faiher« 
on  whose  death  he  was  heir  to  a  con^erable  pro- 
perty.    He  also  added,  that  he  had  expectations 
iron)  an  uncle  in  the  Kast-IaJie^t,  a  general,  who 
-  waii  at  the  takmg  of  Seriligapatain,  and  whose  wife 
in  this  ^country  was  allowed  5000!.   at  yenr*     He 
amused  her  wi^h  these  stories  (tl>e  truth  of  which 
>l)e  did  not  suspect)-  till  they  came  to  Saville  row^ 
where  he  proposed  tomeet  nef  the  next  day  (Wed- 
ne^lay)  in  Spring  gardens,  near  his  ^arher^s  house  | 
s|)e  said  she  wa$  invited  to  a  wedding  the  nextdayy 
sa  that  of  course  she  could  not  meet  him  ;  he  then 
learned  Thursday  (the  nextdav)  about  one  o\lockt 
to  which  she  consented  ^  he  then  told  her  that  his 
father  lived  at  No.  14..  in  Spring- Gardens  (the 
house  in  vvhich  Mr.  DrumnFiond  lives)  and  that  he 
sH<>uld  he  looking  out  of  the  window  at  that  hour« 
He  wished,  however,  to  have  some  pledge  that  she 
4vo\»i(i  not  disappoint  him^  as  he  would  Im:  quite  im«  . 
pativnt  till  he  saw  her  again ;  he  desired  her  to 
give  him  any  thing  she  act  a  value  on :  she  pulled  ^ 
-  off  her  glove  to  give  him,  but  as. the  day  was  colds 
he  said  hc  would  not  deprive  her     '^  *'      '"'     ' '  " 
two  rings,  the  one  of  little  vaiur ,  ^ 
miore  :  bbe  gave  him  the  one  of  4ittle 
sued  t«  Ipok  at  the  other,  and 
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poclcct,  and.rcfusCii  to  return  it,  saying»  "  that 
Ia«lies  had  sometimes  given  him  rings,  nay,  even 
pictures  of  more  value,  anddid  notaUerwarJskeep 
their  appointments.*'  He  also  took  a  fancy  to  her 
ear  rings,  and  said  that  his  $i<iter  had  exactly  such 
a  pair.  She  told  the  court  he  was<lress^d  slovenly 
^enteel^  j*t&t  as  he  was  at  that  time  at  the  bar,  in 
black,  with  boots.  On  Thursd^iy,  a«^he  promised, 
she  pav>ed  by  the  house  which  he  called  his  father^s, 
in  Spring'-Gariiens,  looked  up  at  the  wind..w,  but 
saw  no  one.  He  met  her  in  the  street,  and  apo'o- 
gized  for  nor  looking  out  at  the  window  as  he  had 
promised,  but  he  was  closely  watche'd  by  his  father* 
m  con<iequenre  of  an  attAchmcnt  to  a  lady  some 
time  bince,  bo  that  he  was  obliged  to  act  with 
prudence  for  a  while,  but  thu  in  a  short  time  every 
thing  would  be  as  it  ought  td  be:  a  gentleman 
knocked  at  No  i+,  at  the, time  they  weie  tilktng, 
**  that  is  my  bioihcr,''  said  he,  he  has  an  estate  at 
Hampstead,  and  he  was  sure  if  she  would  come 
with  him  to  his  father's  bou^e  in  the  absence  of  the 
general,  that  hi^  brother  woul.i  be  very  glad  to  see 
her,  as  he  was  a  very  pid.te,  well-bred  gentleman  ; 
adding,  that  his  sister  lived  at  her  uncle's,  Sir 
Cx.sar  Hawkins,  in  S.ickville  street.  As  they  walk- 
<cd  along,  he  said,  in  order  to  be  a  little  more  at 
liberty,  he  had  taken  chambers  at  Clifirord's- 
inn,  tor  which  he  paid  400I.  and  he  askrd  her  if 
she  wo»il<i  accompany  him,  and  see  them,  as  his 
.scrv.mt  was  wai^^ing  for  Inm  j  she  consented,  and 
on  the  way  he  m^ile  great  |  rofessionsof  attachment 
to  her,  and  told  her,  as  he  said  he  wished  to  be 
candd  at  qhce,  that  he  woold' settle  500I.  a  year  on 
her,  and  in  aJilition  to  that)  he  would  do  some* 
thing  hnulsoine  for  her  on  the  death  of  his  father  \ 
??  ail  this  came  with  the  greatest  appeawncc  of 

9inceritT 


•Inccruy,  sfic  told  him  it  was  a  very  tempting  offer, 
but  was  more  than  he  could  spare  {  to  which  he 
aaswefed,  never  mind  that,  you  don't  know  my 
Expectation;  I  "have, been  extravagant,  but  that's 
all  over.  In  short,  she  consented  to  live  with  him  : 
tile  chambers  were  on  the  second  floor  of  Clifford's 
Inn,  No.  14}  he  remarked  how  extraordinary  it 
was  that  his  chambers  and  father's  hou^e  should 
be  the  same  number.  She  thought  the  chambers 
looked  very  shabby,  atid  yet  it  did  not  raise  any 
suspicibn  in  her  mind,  that  he  was  not  what  he 
represented  himself  to  be.  He  let  himself  in  with 
,a  key,  atid  declared  he  was  very  much  .surprised  that 
his  servant  should  be'out  of  the  vvay^  as  he  desired 
-him  to  stay  till  he  returned.  She  saw  a  hat  in>  the\ 
i;irindow-seat,  which  she  supposed  belonged  to  the 
servant.  He  insisted  she  should  stay  to  duiner,  as 
he  expected  some  company  ^  she  consented  j  he 
rtnewed  the  subject  of  his  circuiniStances,  and  told 
her  be  had  90001.  in  the  batik.  She  saw  no  company,  ' 
norcvcn  the  servant.  She  pressed  him  to  return 
her  rings,  as  he  could  not  say  she  had  forfeited 
thetnj  he  said  he  had  forgot  them  arriong'some 
trinke:s  at  his  father's,  but  that  he  would  certainly 
give  them  to  her  the  next  day.  Underwood  (who 
\^'as  aUo  on, his  trial  at  the  same  time^  dined  witfi 
them.  Hawkins,  in  the  abknctf  of  Underwood, 
said,  that  he  was  the  son  of.  Dr.  Underwood,  of 
Broad-street,  that  he  bad  procured  him  a  commis- 
sion in  the  army,  and  hinted  as  much  as  that  he  was 
a  dependant.  He  asked  if  she  had  any  silrer,  on 
which  she  pulled  out  her  purse,  which  contained  a 
guinea  and  four  shillings,  he  put  the  money  in  his 
pocket,  and  threw  the  purse  into  the  fire,, saying 
that  it  was  a  shabby  one.  She  was  anxious,  as  the 
night  approached)  to  retuiTi  to  her  house;   at  coach 

was 
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WAS  csdled ;  he  handed  her  in,  aud  then  took  hiS 
teat  beside  her,  and  began  to  flatter  her,  by&ayiiig« 
what  pleasure  be  promise  1  himself  in  the  company 
of  such  a  woman,  and  that>he  bad  now  found  what 
lie  had  been  so  lon^  in  pursuit  of.  The  coachman 
Tefosed  to  drive  further  than  Hyde  Paik  corner, 
and  as  the  night  was  wet,  be' accompanied  her  home, 
en  foot  i  after  supper^  he  put  several  questions  ia  an 
indirect  manner,  as  to  her  furniture,  and  seemed  ta 
be  Very  well  pleased  when  he  found  they  were  her 
own.  She  shewed  him  a  miniature  picture  ^t  in 
pearls,  ar.d  two  watches,  one  of  which  was  gold, 
with  -ome  o'hcr  trinkets,  which  seemed  to  give  him 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  The  next  morning  after 
breakfast,  he  wrote  a  draft  for  eight  pounds,  in  con- 
sitleration  of  the  trpubje  he  had  given,  but  on 
reflttt  on,  he  said  it  was*too.  trifling  a  sum  to  trouble 
his  banker  vvith,  an  I  took  it  up,  and  put  it  in  his^ 
pocket,  lit  ihcn  persuaded  her  to  pack  up  the 
best  article*!  of  her  furniture^  and  to  deposit  them 
in  his  chambers,  as  he  9aid  they  would  then  be  at 
hand,  and  j)erhaps,  that  it  would  amuse  her  to  )ook 
over  them  occa^ionajiy  j  which,  after  some  persua-. 
sion,  she  agretM  to  do,  and  he  assisted  in  packing 
them,  and  steincd  very  particular  that  the  watches 
and  the  rest  of  the  trinkets  should  be  put  up.  He 
asked  her  what  the  uu'ni  iture  picture  cost  ?  she 
an>wers''l  ten  g.ineasj  he  sail  he  was  very  intimate  < 
wirh  the  gentleman  who  sat  for  it  ,  hetheu  as$i>tcd 
to  put  the  boxes  in  a  coach,  and  desired  the  coach- 
man lo  drive  to  Clifford's  Inn.  In  passing  ihrou  ,h 
.  Parliament  street,  he  happened  lo  see  a  fine  coach, 
which  he  saiil  was  his  father's ;  pn  which  he  threw 
himself  bick  ni  ihe  coach,  that  he  might  not  be 
seen  j  hcvnodded  in  the  way  to  several  persons  of 
fashion^  as  it,  he  \vas. familiar  with  ihcin.     Wbei^ 

they 
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tliey  came  to  the  chambers,  the  boxes  were  put  iii 
the  sitting  room.  Soon  after  they  arrived,  Under- 
wood en  terrd,  when  Hawkins  dcKtred  her  to  opea 
her  box,  And  to  shew  Underwood  the  miniature  pic- 
ture, as  he  said  he  .was  as  well  acquainted  with  the 
original  as  he  was^  that  they  ha«d  both  known  him 
for  a  long  time.  She  did  so  j  Hawkins  wished  that 
ahe  woujd  hang  it  up  to  ornament  the  room,  as  he 
expected  every  day  to  lay  in  furniture,  but  was 
prevented  by  one  thing  or  other.  He  then  begaa 
to  talk  of  a  journey  to  Scotland,  and  of  a  fine  cattle 
in  that  country  j  he  didjiot  know  how  soon  he 
would  be  obligtd  to  set  out  on  that  journey ;  he 
talked  very  much  or  the  pleasures  they  wotild  enjoy 
when  they  came  to  the  castle,  which  real'y  made 
her  impatient  fdr  the  day ;  she  believed  he  took 
notice  of  this,  for  he  immediately  bepan  to  say  that 
she  should  rid  ber'>clf  of  all  incumbiances,  and  that 
he  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  dispose  of 
lier  furniture,  as  orhe^v^i^e  she  would  not  be  ac 
«ase  in  her  mind,  bm  be  still  thinking  of  them  j  be- 
side's,  a«  it  wa>  uncertain  when  they  wpuld  leturn,  as 
he  had  many  friends  in  Scot  land i  so  that  their  rime 
wouid  be  very  agreeably  spent  in.  paying  and  re- 
•ceiving  visits 4  she  said  she  vNould  take  •<oirc  time 
•to  consider  of  it)  he  answered  thit  it  iniglit  be  too 
,  late,  as  he  did  not  know  the  moment  he  should  be 
•called  on  to  set  out,  and  that  Jic  would  not  break 
hi>  word  for  the  world.  She  asked  h»m  to  return 
the  miniature  picture,  as  she  had  a  great  value  for 
it,  but  he  would -not  5  began  to  quarrel  with  her> 
and  threatened  her  to  throw  it  in  the  fire,  to  prevent 
which  she  desisted,  expectmg  to  recover  it  when  he 
returned  to  his  temper.  She  complained  of  his 
bebiviour  ta  Underwood,  who-said,  '^Ha^kinsis 
«ome^tirftcs  an  odd  kind  of  fellowy  and  sometimes 

petuient 
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pctulent  in  his  temper ;  but  be  was  a  man  of  honour« 
tamily,  and  fortune ;  be  will  return  it  to  you  by 
and  bye,  depend  on  it ;  you  will  have  no  reason  to 
repenr  of  any  thing  that  be  has  taken,  or  any  thing 
tl^at  ybu  have  done  or  may  do/'  When  she  asked 
him  for  her  gold  watch,  with  aribboaand  seals^  be 
said  he  should  keep  it  as  a  further  security.  He 
toid  her,  if  she  would  consent  to  sell  her  furniture^ 
be  would  give  her,  as  a  security,  the  lease  of  his 

'  chambers,  which  cost  400!.  She  told  him  that  she 
could  not  stay  at  his  chambers  that' night,  as  she 
was  obliged  to  return  home  i  he  said  lu:  could  not 
be  seen  in  her  house  again,  as  it  might  come  to  his 
father^s  ears.  They  went  to  an  exhibition  in  tb« 
Strand,  and  from  thence  she  went  home.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  he  told  her  again  that  he  was 
the  son  of  General  Hawkins,  and  she  had  not  the 
least  doubt  but  he  was.  The  next  day  (Sati^rday^) 
Khe  returned  to  the  chambers,  where  she  saw  Undt  r- 

^  wood  In  a  hlue  coat,  and  a  red  collar.  Ha^kin^ 
fold- her,  that  be  was  an  officer  in  the  Surry  Ftnci^ 
bles.  He  now  renewed  the  conversation  about  the 
sale  of  her  ^oods,  and  in  a  more  pressing  manntr 
Chan  before  j  ^h<  said  the^y  cost  her  a  ^reat  deai 
of  money  j  He  answered,  what  did  it  signify  if  they 

.  did  ?  in  a  ^hort  time  she  would  think  very  little  of 
money ;  that  was  not  the  ol^'ectj  all  that  he  watited 
to  stcupc  was  her  affections,  which  he  was  afraid  he 
could  not  effccttiaiiy  do  as  long  as  the  furniture 
was  in  quc»rion,  for  ^he  would  be  always  talking  or 
thinking  of  ir.  He  then  turned  thcr  conversation  to 
a  Jauur  in  the  country  the  nfext  day,  (Sunday)  in 
UndeiH/ooU's  brother's  curricle  5  she  said. she  had 
no  objection  to  a' little  airing  in  the  countiy. 
After  some  time,  hq  began  again  about  the  ^ale  of 
her  goods:  she  said  sh^  had  an  awif,  Mjjj.  Wca 
3 


ifAWKiirs.  43S 

to  whom  she  was  under  every  obligation^  and  she 
could  not  think  of  leaving  her  in  distress  behind 
her;  on  which  Hawkins  said,  make  yourself  easy 
about  that }  my  friend  Underwood  will  take  care  of 
her-  After  many  persuasions,  she  consented  to  sign 
the  bill  of  sale,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wil* 
kinson.     This  wa«  done   on   Saturday  night.     Qn 
Sunday 'morning  she  prepared  for  her  jaunt  to  the 
country ;  when  Underwood  '  came  and  told  them» 
with   great  appearance   of  disappointment  in  his 
countenance,  manner,  and  voice,  that  hi^  brothct 
unfortunately  was  engaged  th  it  day  to  dine  wirh 
l>r,  Lettsom,  in  the  country ;  Hawkins  seenled  to 
be  very  much  di^appointed  ;  but,  said  he,  I  have 
sent  to  a  gentlemanj  a  very  particular  friend  of  mine^ 
who  will  lend  me  his  curricle,  I  am  sure.     In  a  few 
minutes  after,  a  man,   (or,  as  they  called  him, 
the  groom)  came  and  said,  that  he  waa  very  sorry 
that  bis  master  had  drove  out  that  morning  in  his 
curricle.     Hawkins  paused  for  sometime,  aVui  said^ 
**  we  must  not  be  disappointed  of  our  jaunt  at  any 
ra^e;  I'll  send  to  a  person  who  will  furnish  us  with 
one  i*'  accordingly  Underwood  was  dispatched  with 
this   message.     They  all   walked  to  Blackfriar's* 
/bridge,  where  they  lound  a  one-horse  buggy,  which 
/  «he  recusing  to  go  in,  they  returned  to  the  cham- 
bers.    As  Hawkins  saw  that  her  spirits  were  low 
'  through  the  disappointment,  he  told  her  not  to  be 
cast  down  s  that  the  next  morning  they  would  go 
to  the  bank,  and  that  he  would  iiell  out  9000I.  which 
he  had  in  the  funds,  and  that  henceforward  every 
thing  would  be  right,;  Jbat  she   would  hear  his 
name   cal4ed  oyer  by  the  man  in  the  red  cloak, 
which  was  done  when  persons  of  fashion  only  went 
to  sell  out.     On  Sunday  night  he  told  her  as  his 
furniture  was  not  come  in,  that  he  thought  it 
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Vh-ch  they  wanted  j  at  length  «he  consemed;  he 
louk  up  a  piece  of  paper,  and  wrote  a  note,  in  h« 
flame,  for  a  pa.r  of  sheets,  to  her  aunt,  to  which  he 

1  •'  "h  "n  ^"  ''"<>"''«''«'.  "  «nd  a«  the 
plate.  He  called  a  porter,  and  sent  the  note  bv 
him,  who  returned  with  all  the  articles  be  had  wrif 
ten  tor.  When  the  laundre«  took  o.it  tite  'b«t  to' 
put  them  on  the,  bed.  ,he  followed  her  int"  Ih 
ro>m,  with  a  view  of  knowing  something  of  Haw- 
kin. ;  she  began  by  asking  her  if  the  bel  was  well 
aired:  the  laundress  said,  she  believed  no  one  had 
laintn  it  since  the  last  lodger,  Hawkins  ca.iie  in 
and  prevented  any  further  conversation.  The  next 
jnorn.ng  the,  went  to  the  Bank,  accompanied  by 

Ithrf^'rTt"  'u'  »«"?"y  did  hear  the  man 
in  the  red  cloak   call  out  the  name  of  Hawkins 
twice,  but  Hawkins  did  not  answer,  as  he  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  make  himself  too  public,   lest  hii 
father  should  hear  he  was  celling  out  stock      !„' 
short  time  he  shewed  her  a  patier,  part  written    anJ 
part  printed,  filled   with  the'sum  of  ooooT'   ot 
seemgthis  paper  filled  with  so  large  a  som.  all  her 
.uneasiness  was  removed.     He  asked  her  if  she  wa. 
now  satished  ?  and  the  said  yes.     They  eot  out  nf 
thecoachatSt.  Paul's,   a  nd^  walked  t^  fhe  S 
bers.     Mr.  Postan.  the  broker,   came  iii  the  even- 
ing, and  said  he  could  aflprd  to  give  no  more  for  the 
furniture  than  38I.  she  objected  to  so  small  a  sum 
and  said,  they  cost,  her  i+ol.  and  that  she  would 
tnuch  rather  have  them  sold  .by  public  auction,  for 
•he  was  not  ashamed  to  have  them  sold  in  that 
•"*"""'  \«   ^l'"  did    not  owe  a  farthing  i„     ?»! 
neighbourhood.  „r  any  place-else.     Hawkins  iij 
n  would  take  some  time  to  dispose  of  them  in  fhat 
.manner,  and  might  ^nd.  in  the  disappointment  of 
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their  journey  to  Scotland,  from  which  he  had  great 
expectation^)  that  Mr.'Postan  was  a  m»n  ofhonor^ 
and  that  he,  (Hawkins)  would  make  up  rhe  dcfi* 
ciency  j  he  said  many  things  hesidcS|  which  sh« 
could  not  recollect,  to  induce  her  to  agree  to  the 
proposal  5  she  still  persisted  in  declaring^  that 
she  could  not  think  oi  parting  with  them  for  so 
smair  a-snm:  she  did  not  see  Mr.  Po^tan  till  the 
things  were  »old,  nor  afrerjvards.  On  Tuesday, 
the  next  day,  she  was  told,  that  her  furnituie  was 
sold,  but  she  never  received  a  f'arthin?  of  the  money^ 
nor  could  she  say  who  received  it.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day,  as  they  were  preparing  to  set  out 
fot  the 'Bank,  Underwood  came  in  $  Hawkins 
.asked  him  ii'he  had  changed  the  loo).  bank  note  ; 
he  replied  that  he  had  not,  and  then  produced  Iwu 
guineas,  which  afterwards  she  had  every  reason  to 
think,  he  had  raised  at  the  pawnbroker's  on  her 
property.  On  Monday  night  she  slept  at  the 
chambers,  and  the  next  morning  was  told,  that 
Postan  the  broker  called,  but  did  not  see  him.^ 
On  Wednesday  she  insisted  on  going  to  her  house:, 
Which  she  found  taripped  of  alt  her  furniture, 
returned  to  the  chambers  that  evening,  and  .slept 
there  that  night.  On  Thursciay  j^he  was  permitted 
after  much  altercation,  ro  visit  a  friend  in  Covent- 
Garden  i  in  her  abseiict>  Hawkins  took  a  letter  out 
of  her  box^  vhich  he  made  the  ground  of  a  quarrel. 
She  "now  began  to  find,  when  it  was  too  la«e,  that* 
she  was  duped,  and  scarce  slept  a  wink  that  night. 
She  began  to  upbraid  Hawkins  with  his  duplicity, 
when  he  flew  into.a'p;ission,  and  exclaimed,  **  What 
redress  could  a  creature  like  her  expect  ?'' She  spent 
that  night  in  great  unda^iii^css,  as  she  did  not  wish 
to  leave  her  boxes  behind  her.  On  Friday,  Hawkins 
told  her,  that  she  should  have  part  ol  her  own 
2  F  a  furniture 
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furniture  bark  again  for  the  use  o/  her  house ;  or 
that,  i^  she  liid  not  like  chambers,  be  would  give 
ber  5ol.to,  take  lodgiugtiin  Westminster,  and  that 
If  she  did  not  think  her  trunks  iecure,  that  they 
should  be  lodged  in  the  Salopian  Cotiiee- bouse :  be 
wanted  her  to  join  him  in  a  bond  of  aooK  which 
sbe  refused  to  do ;  and  on  the  same  day  ^be  made 
ber  escape.  A  seal,  a  miniature  picture,  with  the 
setting  broken,  were  now  shewn  to  her,  which  she 
identified  as  her  property.  Mr.  Alley,  counsel  for 
the  prosecution,  called  Mr,  Jones,  a  hair-dresser, 
who  deposed,  that  in  January  la>t  the  prisoner, 
l^awklns,  gave  him  a  huikdle  to  carry  to  Mary 
Evans,  somewhere  near  Go&wcU- street.  He  said, 
it  contained  a  petticoat,  gown,  shawl,  and  one 
piece  of  whole  muslin ;  he  delivered  it  to.  Mary 
Evans,  as  he  was  desired }  he  said,  be  never  saw 
Hawkins  before  that  time  in  hh  life,  to  his  know- 
ledge. Mary  Cole  was  then  called,  who  said,  she 
lived  in  the  Strand.  Hawkins  called  at  her  house 
about  the  24.th  of  January,  with  a  bundle,  con- 
taining some  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  which  he 
said  he  had  got  fiom  his  mother.  She  could  not 
call  to  her  memory  whether  he  had  a  watcH  or  no  ; 
but,  to  the  best  ot  her  recollection,  he  bad  a  watch. 
Mi.  Alley  then  called  Mary  Evans,  (a  genteel 
girl,  about  15  years  of  age,)  who  said  she  received 
a  bundle  from  Hawkins,  containing  gowns,  petti- 
coatK,  one  piece  of  muslin,  and  a  shawl,  in  lieu, 
she  supposed,  of  things  which  he  had  taken  from 
her,  which  she  delivered  to  an  otticer  in  Bow- 
street.  Josiah  Bray,  a  peace-oificer,  produced  the 
bundle,  which  was  then  opened,  ^nd  the  contents 
shewn  to  Mary  Marner,  the  prosecutrix,  who  said, 
that  the  gowns,  petticoats,  shawls,  and  muslin, 
Were  her  property.      Another  peace-officer  said, 
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that,  under  the  fltithc^rity  of  a  warrant,  he  search-' 
ed  Hawkins's  chainbers  in  CliflFord's  Inn,  and  tra- 
ced him  to  new  lodgings  in  the  Tcaiple,  where  he 
found  a  seal,  which  Mrs.  Marner  identified  as  het 
projjeriy.  Daniel  Rees,  a  salesman,  knew  Haw. 
kins ;  he  brought  a  veil  to  his  shop  to  sell,  and  of- 
fered to  sell  at  the  same  time  a  topaz  ring;  but 
•his  witness  did  not  buy  either  one  or  the  other.-— 
Mary  Ree«,  wife  of  the  afoxe-aid  Rces,  knew  Haw- 
kins 5  recollected  he  had  brought  a  veii  to  her  hus- 
band's shop,  but  could  not  recollect  the  time.  He 
said  his  mother  lived  over  the  bridge,  and  that  he 
had  many  more  of  the  kind  to  dispose  of.  She  gave' 
hiru  zs.  for  the  Veil,  which  the  prosecutrix  said 
cost  six  and  thirty.  Mary  Delantry,  tlic  laundress, 
said,  she  recollected  the  lidy.  Mis.  Marner,  very 
well ,  that  the  night  she  went  to  lay  the  sheets  on 
the  bed,  the  lady  followed  her  into  the  room,  but 
that  Mr.  Hawkiny  came  in  immediately  after  her, 
and  huffed  her,  the  laundress,  for  having  spoketi 
to  the  lady.  Laurence  Delantry  deposed,  that  on 
a  Sunday  night  he  received  »  note  from  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, to  go  to  Kanelagh  Walk  for  some  articles  $ 
and  that,  as  he  was  just  going,  Mr.  Underwood 
said  to  him,  **  If  you  are  asked  in  Chelsea  where 
you  are  to  take  the  propeity  to,  don't  tell  them;'* 
•— Po.Ntan,  the  broker  deposed,  that  Underwood  v 
called  on  him,  on.  Monday  morning,  with  a  bill  of 
sale,  made  out  by  Mr.  Wilkinson.  Underwood 
tolvl  him  that  Mr.  Wilkinson  recommended  him  to 
him.  The  witness  answered,  that  Mr  Wilkinson 
wa^  a  very  honest  man.  The  valuation  6f  thta 
goods  was  made  by  his  clerk.  He  said  the  goods 
were  well  worth  40I.  but  he  would  not  recommend 
hiin  to  give  more  than  38I.  He  appointed  to  meet 
a  p  3  Und«lr 
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Underwood  at  the  Chapter  Coffl^e-Housct  from 
whence  they  wtnt  to  Clifford**  Inn,  where  be  saw 
the  lady,  Mrs.  Marner.  She  seemed  to  think  s^l* 
too  little,  as  they  cost  140I.  He  (Po&tan)  said, 
that  was  the  iitmunt  he  could  afford  to  give,  as 
there  was  a  grrat  deal  of  difference  betwixt  buying 
'^nd  selling.  She  wished  they  should  be  sold  by 
public  auction,  as  she  thought  they  would  bring 
more.  He,  the  witness,  said,  she  mifht  do  as  she 
pleased,  but  that  she  would  find,  if  she  sold  them 
by  public  auction,  they  would  be  cut  up  by  com* 
mission,  and  other  contingent  expences.  Mr.  Haw- 
kins  said  to  the  lady,  *<*\ly  dear,  we  can*t  think 
of  telling  thrm  by  public  auction,  as  you  know 
we  are  to  go  into  the  country.**  Ue  did  not  know 
from  any  entry,  from  his  own  memory,  from  his 
clerk,  or  from  any  other  means,  how  these  goods, 
vere  disposed  of.  Part  of  them,  perhaps,  was  sold 
in  tke  fir^t  sale.  Mr.  Underwood,^  the  $on  of  Dr. 
Underwood,  was  now  called,  who  deposed,  that 
tJnderwood,  the  prisoner^  was  not  his  brother;  he 
had  seen  him  before,  however,  at  a  gentleman's 
bouse  \  how  often  ^e  could  not  recollect.  The 
prisoners  were  now  called  upon  for  their  defence.— 
As  they  had  no  counsel,  Underwood  undertook  the 
clefence  of  both,  which  he  read  from  a  paper  of 
considerable  Ien#;Ch.  The  substance  was,  that  his 
father  was  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar ;  that,  by 
unfoie^iten  misfortunes,  he  was  reduced  to  distress. 
He  strove,  however,  under  acctimulated  misfor- 
fun«:S;  to  give  his  children  a  good  education.  He 
(Underwood)  was  articled  to  Mr.  Bolton,  an  tmi- 
neit  attorney,  in  1793..  He  served  his  clerkship  io 
thf  satisfaction,  he  was  conscioiis,  of  his  master, 
and  those  who  were  cn^loyed  In  the  same  ojffice. 

As 


'  I 


HAWKINS.  430 

$ 
As  the  circle  of  ^bis  connection  was  uarraw,  he  saw 
that'  be  should  hav^  many  difficulties  to  contend 
wirht  if  he  should  attenipt  to  follow  the  profe&sion 
he  was  bred  to.  la  consequence  of  which  he  turn- 
ed his  attention  ro  the  army,  as  he  had  some  very 
respectable  acquaintance^>  in  that  line.  Several  cir* 
cum$tances»  however,  induced  him  to  turn  his 
thoughts  to  some  other  modc^of  life,  though  he 
was  promi>ed  an  en^igncy  at  the  time.  He  coo)- 
plained  very  much  of  the  manner  in  which  his  bro- 
ther*^ character  and  bis  own  had  been  misrepresent- 
ed ill  the  new»paperi^.  They  were  held  out  to  the 
public  in  all  the  caricature  of  Bund-street  loun- 

gersy  than  wbich  there  was  not  a  character  that 
e  held  in  a  greater  degree  of  contempt.  When 
irst  brought  to  Bow-stteet,  they  were  stated  in  the 
public  prints  to  have  appeared  in  puckered  sleevesy' 
large  breeches,  monstrous  sized  boots ;  when  the 
£ict  was,  that  they  wore  the  very  same  dress  at  the 
time  in  which  the  CQurt  saw  them,  and  he  wouid 
leave  it  to  the  court  and  jury,  if  it 'resembled  in 
any  manner,  the  dress -of  a  Bond-street  lounger. 
He  then  commented,  in  very  severe  terniSy  on  the 
character  of  the  prosecutrix,  the  attorney,  and 
counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  gentleman 
who,  he  supposed,  instituted  the  prosecution.  Mr. 
Alley  said,  the  proseci|tion  was  in»tituted  for  the 
ends  of  public  justice,  and  not,  as  insinuated  by 
the  prisoner,  for  the  mere  graiiiication  of  malice 
or  private  pique.  The  prisoner  then  called  some 
witnesses  to  bis  character ;  among  whom  was  Mr. 
Debourg,  who,  being  questioned  by  the  court,  de- 
nied that  the  prisoners  were  the  sons  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Hawkins,  or  nephews  of  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins,  or 
that  they  bad  an  uncle  in  the  East  Indies,  or  a  bro« 
th«r  iu  the  guards.    The  ju^y  having  withdr'^wn 

for 
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for  about  ten  minutes,  brought  in  both  gtiiltjr.-- . 
The  court  iniinediately  passtd  sentence  on  them,  to- 
be  transported  for  the  term  of  sevtn- years.  The 
prisoner?*,  vrho,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trial, 
conducted  themselves  with  great  propriety,  bowed 
on  receiving  their  ventence. 

HAWKESWORTH,  WILLIAM,  (murder- 
ER,)  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  and  born  of  re- 
putable paretUs,  who  gave  him  such  an  education 
»9  was  proper  to  qualify  him  for  a  considerable 
trade;  but  btting  of  a  disposition  too  unsjBttled  to 
think  of  business,  he  enlisted  for  a  soldier,  in  the 
hope  of  being  promoted  in  the  army.  After  he 
Itad  served  some  time,  and  found  himself  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectation  of  preferment,  he  made 
interest  to  obtaii^  his  discharge,  and  then  entered 
into  the  service  of  a  gentleman^  with  whom  he  be- 
haved in  a  proper  manner  for. a  considerable  time : 
but  not  being  content  with  his  situation,  he  repair- 
ed to  Londoi^  and  again  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
foot  guards.  In  this  situation  he  remained  four 
years,  during  two  of  which  he  was  servant  to  the 
colonel,  who  entertained  a  very  good  opinion  of 
him.  At  thi^  time  party  disputes  ran  very  high, , 
and  the  soldiers  were  frequently  the  subjects  of  the 
contempt  and  derision  ot  the  populace.  While 
Hawksworth  wa^  marching,  with  others,  to  relieve 
the  guard  in  St.  James's  y^itk,  a  man,  named  Ran-  . 
fionn,  who  had  a  woman  in  his  company,  jostled 
him,  and  cried,  **  What  a  stir  is  here  about  king 
George's  soldiers.!^'  Hawkesworth,  imagining  the 
woman  had  iiirrited  him  to  this  behaviour,  quitted 
his  rank,  and  gave  her  a  blow  on  the  face.  Irri- 
tated hereby,  Ransom  called  him  a  pupp^^,  and 
demanded  the  reason  of  such  behaviour  to  the  wo- 
"lan.    Tht  tttmot  reproach  enraged  Hawkswoftb 


aAWK£AWORTH.        -  441 

tb,  such  a  degrtci  that  he  knocked  the  other  down 
with  his  musket,  and  then  the  »oJdiers  marched  on 
to  reh'eve  ihe  guard.  In  the  mean  time  a  crowd  of 
peopie  gathered  round  Ransom*  and  finding  he  was 
much  woundefl,  put  him  in  a  chair,  and  atnt  him 
to  a  surgeon  who  examined  him^  and  found  his 
skull  fractured  to  such  a  degree,  that  ibete  were 
■o  hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  he  died  in  a  few 
hours.  Hereupon  a  person  who  had  heen  wit* ' 
ness  to  what  passed  in  the  park,  went  to  the  Sa^oy, 
and  having  Jearnt  the  name  of  the  offender,  caused 
Hawke^worth  to  b^e  taken  intocustody*  and  he  was 
committed  to  Newgafe.  When  brought  to  trial, 
the  colonel  whom  he  had  se/ved  gave  him  a  most 
excellent  character-;  but  the  facts  were  so  clearly 
proved,  that  the  jury  could  do  no  otherwise  than, 
convict  liim,  and  judgment  of  death  pas^d  accord* 
irigly.  For  sQme  time  aftej*  sentence  he  flattered 
lumself  with  the  hope  of  a  reprieve  ;  but  when  the 
n^arraiK  ior  his  e^iccution  arrived,  he  seriously  pre* 
pared  to  meet  his  fate.  Hn  jBolj^muiy  averred  thait 
B^n^un  struck  him  first,  and  >aid  he  did  not  re- 
collect the  circumstaDce  of  Reaving  his  rank  to 
strike  the  blovy  that  occasioned  the  death  of  the 
other.  Hedeoiar^Ai.he  had  no  malice  against  the 
deceased,  aud  therefore  thought  himself  acquitted 
in  his  own  mio^  ot  the  ciime  of  murder,  jie  be- 
haved in  a  very,  contrite  manner,  and  received  tht 
sacrainf  nt  with  sincere  ile?otion.  A  tew  minutes 
before  he  was  executed,  he  made  a  s^ieech  to  the 
surrounding  multitude,  adviiiing  them  to  keep  a 
strict  guard  over  thtir  pas>ions.  He  lamented  the 
situation  of  the  common  hold iers,  who  are  consi- 
dered as  cowards  i|  they  do  not  resent  an  injury  | 
and  if  they  do,  are  liable  to  endure  legal  punish* 
ment  ^or  the  consequences  thai  ma^ arise  from  such 
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lesentment.  However,  he  advised  his  brethren  of 
the  army  to  subiTiit  with  patience  to  the  indignities 
that  might -be  offered,  and  trust  to  the  goodness 
of  God  to  recom pence,  their  sufferings.  He  suffer- 
ed at  Tyburn  the  lyih  ot  June,  1723,  at  the  age 
af  X7  years*. 

HAYDEN,  JAMES,  See  Islw'SLL,  J. 

HAYES,     CATHARINE,     Ctraitoress,) 
was  the  daughter  of  a   poor  man  of  the  name  ot 
Hal),  who  lived  near  Birmnigham.     She  remained 
with  her  parehts  till  she  was  about.  15  years  oJd» 
and  then,  having  a  dispute  with  her  mother,  she 
left  her  home,  and  set  out  with  a  view  of  going  to 
London.     Her  person  being  rather  engaging,  and 
some  offictrs  m   the  army  meeting  mth  hef  on  the 
road,  prevailed,  on  her  to  accompany  them  to  their 
quarters,  at   Great  Omber>ley  in    Worcestershire, 
where  she  remained  with  them  a  considerable  time. 
On  being  dismissed  by  these  oflicers,   she  strolled 
zbout  the  country,  till  arriving  at  the  house  of  Mr* 
Hayes,  a  farmer  in   Warwickxhire,    the  farmer's 
wife  hired  her  as  a  servant.     When  she  had  conti- 
nued a  short  thne  in  this  service,  Mi.  Hayes's  son 
fell  violently  in  love  with  her,  and  a  private  mar- 
riage  took  place,  \vhich  was  managed   in  th«  fol- 
lowing manner :  Catharine  left   the  house  early  in 
the  morning,  and  the  younger  Hayes  being  a  car* 
penter,   prevailed  on  his  mother  to  let  him  have 
some  money  to  buy  tools;    bur  as  soon  as  he  had 

got 


*  The  reader  will  no  doubt  oigtee  with  us,  that 
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pardoned.     To  gratify  a  prejudiced  and  in/atnated 
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got  it  be  set  out^  and  meeting  his  sweetheart  at  a 
place  they  had  agreed  on,  they  went'  to  Worces- 
ter, where  the  nuptial  rites  were  celebrated.  At 
this  time  it  happened  that  the  oflicers,  by  whom 
«he  had  been  seduced,  were  at  Worce<(ter,  and 
hearing  of  her  marriage,  they  caused  young  Hayes 
to  be  taken  out  of  bed  from  his  wife,  under  pre- 
tence that  he  had  enlisted  in  the  army.  Thus 
situated,  he  was  compelled  to  send  an  account  of 
the  whole  transaction  to  his  father,  who,  though 
offended  with  his  son  for  the  rash  step  he  had  taken, 
went  to  a  magistrate,  who  attended  him  to  Wor- 
cester, and  demanded  by  what  authority  the  young 
man  was  detained.  The  officers  endeavoured  to 
excuse  their  conduct :  but  the  magistrate  threaten- 
ing to  commit  them  to  prison,  if  they  did  not  re* 
lease  him,  the  }oung  fellow  immediately  obtained 
his  Ifberty.  The  father  irritated  at  the  imprudent 
conduct  of  his  son,  severely  censured  his  proceed- 
ings ;  but  considering  what  was  passed  could  uot 
be  recalled,  had  good  sense  enough  not  to  per^e^ 
.  vere  in  his  opposition  to  an  unavoidable,  event.— 
Mr.  Hayes  now  furnished  his  son  with  money  to 
begin  business  for  himself:  and  the  young  couple 
were  in  a  thriving  way,  and  appeared  to  live  in 
harmony  :  but  Mrs.  Hayes,  being  naturally  of  a 
restless  disposition,  prevailed  on  her  hui»band  to  en- 
list for  a  soldier.  The  regiment  in  which  he  serv- 
ed being  ordered  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Catharine 
followed  him  thither.  He  had  not  been  long  there 
before  his  father  procured  his  discharge,  which,  as 
it  happened  in  the  time  of  war,  was  att|||uled  with 
an  cxpence  of  60I.  On  the  return  of  yotof^g  Hayes 
and  his  wife,  the  father  gave  them  an  estate  of  loL 
pel  annum,  to  which  be  afterwards  added  another 
^  of 
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of  1 61.  whkb,  with  the  profit  of  their  trade>  would 
have  been  amply  sufficient  for  their  support.  The 
hotband  bore  the  character  of  an  honest,  well-dis- 
poted  man ;  he  treated  his  wife  very  indulgently, 
yet  she  constantly  complained  of  the  covetousne^ 
of  his  disposition :  but  he  had  much  more  reason 
to  complain  of  her  disposition,  for  she  was  turbu- 
lent, quarrelsome,  and  perpetually  exciting  dts* 
putes  among  her  neighbours.  The  elder  Mr.  H. 
observing  with  concern  how  unfortunately  his  son 
was  matched,  advised  him  to  leave  her,  and  settle 
in  some  place  where  she  might  not  find  him  Such, 
however,  was  his  attachment  to  her,  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  his  advice ;  and  she  had  the  power 
of  persuading  him  to  come  to  London,  after  they 
had  been  mariied  about  six  years.  On  their  arri- 
val in  the  metropolis,  Mr.  Hayes  took  a  house, 
part  of  which  he  let  into  lodgings,  and  opened  a 
ahop  in  the  chandlery  and  coal  trade,  in  which  he 
was  as  successful  as  he  could  have  wished.  Ex- 
clusive of  his  profit  by  shop  keeping,  he  acquired 
a  great  deal  of  money  by  lending  small  sums  on 
pledges,  for  at  this  time  the  trade  of  pawnbroking 
was  followed  by  any  one  at  pleasure,  it  having 
been  then  subject  to  no  regulation.  Mrs.  Hayeses, 
conduct  in  London  was  still  more  reprehensible 
than  it  had  been  in  the  country.  The  chief  plea- 
sure of  het  life  consisted  in  creating  and  encou- 
raging quarrels  among  her  neighbours ;  and,  in* 
deed,  her  unhappy  disposition  discovered  itself  on 
every  occasion.  Sometimes  she  would  speak  of  her 
husband,  to  his  acquaintance,  in  terms  of  great 
tenderness  and  respect ;  and  at  other  times  she 
would  represent  him  to  her  female  ansociates  as  a 
compoQAd  of  erery  thing  rhar  waa  contemptible 

in 
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iii  Kiimi^  natore.  On  a  particokr  Mcai^on,  she 
fbld  a  vtoman  of  ber  aequahitance,  thut  she  itouid 
tliink  tt^o  more  sin  to  murder  him  tha»~  to  kiil-a 
dog.  At  length  her  husband  finding  she  made  per> 
petuat  dfstqrbances  in  tile  neighbourhood,  thought 
St  prudent  to  remove  to  Tottenham -court*  road, 
•vbere  he  carried  an  bin  fortrer  buMiiess  j  but  not 
lietng  as  successful  here  as  he  could  have  wisiied,' 
ike  took  another  house  in  Tyburn-road,  since  caiied 
Oxford  road.  Here  he  continued  his  practice  vf 
lending  small  sums  of  money  on  pledges,  till  bar* 
ing  acquired  a  decent  competency,  he  left  off  house^. 
keepings  and  hired  lodgings' near  the  same  spot.— * 
Thomas  Billings,  a  journeyman  taylor,  and  a  sup*- 
poeod  son  of  Mrs.  Hayeses,  by  her  former  conneC" 
tkms,  lodged  in  the  house  with  Mrs.  Hayes^  and 
tihe  husband  having  sone  into  the  country  on  bu* 
Miiese,  his  wife  and  tnis  man  indulged  themselves 
in  every  species  of  extravagance.  On  Hayes's  re- 
ttrrn,  some  of  his  neighbours  told  him  how  his  wife 
hwtd  been  KC*en  wasting  his  substance  ;  on  which  he 
«0rcrely  censored  her  conduct,  and  a  quarrel  arising 
between  them,  they  proceeded  'from  words  to  blows. 
it  was  con.monly  thought  that  she  formed  the  rew 
-  tokirion  of  muitlering  htm  at  this  time,  as  the 
i|ttarff I' happened  ouly  six  weeks  before  his  fatal 
M«t.-  $be  now  began  to  sound  the'di>positionof 
BiUvvigS  ^o  whom  she  said  it  was  impossible  for 
lier  t»li¥e  longer  with  her  husband  j  and  »he  urged 
M  poiKible  arguments  to  prevail  on  him  to  aid  bet 
in  the  coipmtssion  of  the  murder,  which  Billings 
fwistcil  for  some  time,  but  at  kngth^  complied. 
At  this  pe^od  Tho.  Wood,  an  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Hayes,  arrived  from  the  country,  and  as  be 
«ra»  Apprebensf  v«  of  being  impressed,  l^yes  kiodljr 
mtk  ikim  into  his  house,  and  promised  to  use  his 
a  2  interest 
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interest  in  procuring  him  some  employment.   After 
a  few  clay>  residence,  Mrs.  Hayes  proposed  to  faia 
the   murder   of  her  husband;    but   the  man   «var 
shockedat  the  thought  of  destroying  hi«  friend  and 
benefjictor,  and  told  her  he  wouid  have  no  conccra 
in    so   atrocious   a  detjd.     However,   she  artfuJiy 
urged  that  <*  he  wa&  an  atheist,  and  it  couid  be  no 
crime  to  destroy  a  jjerson  who  had^no  religion  or 
goodness-;-that  he  was  himself  a  miirdcrer,  having 
killed  a  man  in  the  country,  and  likewise  two  of 
his  own  children,  one  of  which  he  had   buried  un- 
der a  pear  tree,  and  the  other  under  an  apple  tree,"^ 
8he  likewise  said  that  her  husband*s  death  wouM 
put  her  into   possession  of   1500K  of  the  whole  of 
which  Wood  should  have  the  disposal,  if  he  would 
assist  her  ?nd  Billings  in  the  perpetration  of  the 
murder.     Wood  went  out  of  town  a  few  days  after 
this,  and  on  his  return  found  Mr.aixi  Mr$.  Hayes^ 
and  Billings  in  company  together,  having  drank 
till  they  had  put  themselves  into  the  utmost  appa«> 
rent  good  humour.     Wood  sitting  down  at  Hay<«*s 
request,  the  lattei  said  they  had  drank  a  giiinea*a 
ytrorth  of  liquor,  but  notwithstanding  this,  he  was 
not  drunk.     A  proposal    was  now  made  by  BiU 
lings,   that   if  Hayes  could  drink   six  bottles  of 
tnountain  without  being  drunk,  he  would -pay  for 
iti  but  that  Hayes  should  be  the  paymaster  if  the 
liquor  made  him  drunk,  or  if  he  failed  of  drinking 
.the  quantity.    This  proposal    being   agieed    to 
Wood,  Billings,  and  Mrs.  Hayes,  went  to  a  wine! 
vault  to  buy  the  wine,   and,  on   their   way,   thit. 
wicked  woman  reminded  the  men  that  the  present 
would  be  a   good  opportunity  of  committing,  the 
murder,  as  her  husband  would  be  perfectly  intojti. 
cated.    The  mind  of  Wood  was  not  yet  wrought 

.   A  op 


up  to  a  proper  pitch  for  the  commission  of  a  crimt 
90  arrocrous  as  the  murder  of  a  man  who  had  she)* 
tered  and  protected,  htm  ;  and  this  toO|  at  a  time 
when  his  mind  mu^t  necessarily  be  unprepared  foif 
the  iaunchhig  into  eternity.  Mrs.  H.  had  there- 
fore recourse  to  her  former  argttment<,  urging  that 
it  ft ocild"*  *be*  no  sin  to  kill  hiin  5  and  Biiiings  se* 
c<H»ding  all  she  ipid,  and  declaring  he  was  ready  to 
flake  a  part  in  the  horrid  deed.  Wood  was  at  length 
prevailed  on  to  become  one  of  the  execrable  but* 
cbers. .  Thus  agreed,  they  went  to  the  wine  vaults 
where  Mrs.  Hayes  paid  half  a  guinea  for  six  bot- 
tles of  wine,  which  being  sent  home  by  a  porter, 
Mr.  Hayes  began  to  drink  it,  while  his  intentional 
Biurdereis  regaled  themselves  with  beer.  When  he 
liad  taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  wine,  he 
da&ced  about  the  room  like  a  man  di&tracted,  and 
at  letYgth  finished  the  whole  quantity }  birt  not 
being  then  in  an  absolute  state  of  stupefaction, 
liis  wife  sent  for  atioihcr  bottle,  which  he  likewise 
drank,  and  then  fell  senseless  on  the  floor.  Hav- 
ing Jain  some  time  in  this  condition,  he  ^ot,  with 
mxith  difficulty  into  another  room,  and  threw  him- 
fclf  on  abed.  When  he  was  asleep,  his  wife  told 
Jier  aasoc^tes  that  now  was  the  time  to  execute 
their  plan,  as  there  was  no  fear  of  any  resistance 
on  his  part.  AccordingFy,  Billings  went  into  the 
loom  with  a  hatchet,  with  which  he  <truck  Hayes 
to  violently,  that  he  fractured  his  ^kull.  At  this 
time  Hayes's  feet  hung  off  the  bed,  and  the  tor- 
ture arising  from  the  blow,  made  him  stamp  re- 
peatedly on  t"he -floor,  which  being  heard  by*  Wood, 
lie  3k\$o  went  into  the  room,  and  taking  the  hatchet 
but  of  Billings''  hand*,  gave  the  podr  man  two 
mott  blow3,  which  efifect«aliy  dispatched  ^him.  A 
'    '  z  Q  z  woman* 
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woman,  named  Springate,  who  lodged  in  the  rmhi 
over  that  where  the  niurdtr  was  committed,  •  liear* 
ing  the   noiiic   occasioned  by   Hayeses  stampii^ 
imagined  that  the  parties  might  have  quarrelled  m 
consequence  of  their  intoxication :  and  going  dowa 
stairs,  she  told  Mrs.  Hayes  that  the  noise  had  a* 
•wakened  her  husband,  chiid,  and  herself.    Catbe- 
ciiie  had  a  ready  answer  to  this:  she  said  some 
company  had  visited  them  and  were  grown  merry« 
but  they  were  on  the  point  of  taicing  their  Jeave; 
frith  which  answer  Mrs.  Springate  returned  to  hcc 
loom    weli  satisfied.     The   murderers   then   co»f 
suited  on  the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  the  body^ 
ao  as  most  etfectually  to  prevent  detection.     Mrs* 
Hayes  proposed  to  cut  off  the  head»  because  if  th^ 
body  was  4ound  whole,  it  wouki  be  more  likely  tn 
be  known.    The  villains  agreeing  to  this  proposi- 
tion, the  fetched  a  pail,  lighted  a  candle,  and  aA 
of  them  going  into  the  room,  the  tnca  drew  tbc 
body  partly  oif  th^  bed,  whtn  Billings  supporte4 
the  bead,  while  Wood,  with  his  pocket  knite«  c^t 
it  ofF|  aivi  the  infamous  woman  held  the  pail  to 
receive  it^  being  as  caietul  as  possible  that  the  floor 
^    might  not  be  stained  with  the  blood.    This  beia^ 
done,  they  poured  the  blood  out  of  the  pail  into  a 
sink  by  tlie  window^   and  poured  several  paiU  €i^ 
water  after  it  j  but  notwithstanding  ail  tbij»  care» 
Mrs.  Springate  observed  some  congealed  blood  tfai; 
next  morning  :  though  at  that  time  she  did  not  ia 
the  lea^t  suspect  what  had  pas>ed.     It  was  likewi.<« 
observed,  thut  the  mark.N  of  the  blood  were  visibia 
on  the  floor  tor  >ome   weeks   afterwards,  thoUgk 
Mr^.  Hayes  had  scraped  it  with  a  knile,  and  walk- 
ed it.     When  the  head  was  cut  ofl,  this  diabolical 
woman  jrecommended  the  boiling  it  till  the  flesi| 

fthouki 
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sImiiII  part  from  ihe  bones  j  but  the  other  parties 
dia»ght  tlvis  operation  would  take  up  too  much  time^ 
aod  therefore  advised  the  thro«vingit  tn'o  theThatties 
m  expectation  that  it  would  be  carried  off  by  the  < 
tide,  and  sink.  This  agreed  to,  the  head  Was  put  into 
the  pail,  and  BillingN  rook  it  under  his  great-coat» 
bnog  accompanied  by  Wood  :  but  making  a  noi>e  in 
going  down  stair;-,  Mrs.  Spritigate  called,  and  a^ked 
iNfhat  >waathe  matter ;  to  which  Mrs.  Hayes  answer* 
cdythat  her  hu^bami  was  going  a  journey,  4nd  with 
kiciedible  dissimulation,  ^he  affftcted  to  take  hejr 
leave  of  him,  and,  as  it  was  now  pa;»t  eleven,  pre* 
teiKied  great  concern  that  he  wa^  under  a.  vitcessity 
«f  going  at  so  late  an  hour.  By  this  artiiice  Wood 
and  Billings  passed  out  of  the  house  unnoticed,  and 
iRcot  to  Whitehall,  where  they  intended  to  havt 
tlirown  in  the  head,  but  the  gates  being  shut,  they 
went  to  a  wharf  near  the  horse  ferry,  Westminster. 
Biilings  putting  down  the  pail,  Wood  threw  the 
Wad  into  the  Dock,  expecting  it  would  have  been 
carried  away  by  the  stream  ;  but  at  this  time  the 
tide^was  ebbing,  and  a  lighterman,  who  was  then 
in  his  vessel,  heard  something  fall  into  the  Dock| 
but  it  was  too  dark  for  him  to  distingui)^  .objects* 
The  murderers  having  thus  disposed  of  the  head, 
went  home  and  were  let  in  by  Mrs.  Hayes,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  lodgets.  On  the  following, 
moining,  soon  after  day-break,  as«a  watchman, 
named  Robinson,  was  going  oif  his  stand,  he  saw 
the  pail,  and  locking  into  the  Dock  observed  the 
head  of  a  man.  Having  procured  some  v/ltnesses 
to  this, spectacle,  they  took  out  the  head,  and  ob- 
serving the  pail  to  be  blood \ ,  concluded  that  it  was 
brought  therein  from  some  dist;'.nt  part.  The- 
lightef man  now  said  that  he  had  heard  something 
zQ  %  thiown 
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thrown  into  the  dock  •  and  the  magtsfratet  anf 
paribh  officfrs  having  issembied»  gave  strict  ordcia 
chat  the  mast  diligent  search  should  be  made  aFtcc 
the  bodyt  which  however  was  not  found  till  soane 
time  atierwardti  for,  when  the  murderem  had  con* 
vemed  together,  on  the  dwposai  of  the  body,  Mn. 
Hayes  bad  {proposed  that  it  should  be  put  into  a 
box,  and  burieii,  and  the  other  parties  agreeing  ro 
thifc,  t>he  purchased  a  box,  which,  on  being  >ene 
home,  was  found  too  little  to  contain  it  \  on  which 
ahe  recommended  the  chopping  oiF  the  legK  and 
arms,  which  wak  dune  \  but  the  box  being  still  too 
small,  the  thighs  weic  likewise  cut  otf,  and  aU  the 
parts  packed  up  together,  and  the  box  put  by  till 
night,  when  Wood  and  Killings  took  out  the  piecef 
ot  the  mangled  boily,  and  putting  them  into  two 
blankets,  carried  them  out  of  the  house  unnoticed, 
and  threw  them  into  a  pond  nenr  Maryboocf 
Which  being  done,  they  returned  to  their  locigings* 
and  Mrs.  S^ringate,  who  had  still  no  suspicion  of 
what  had  passed,  opened  the  door  tor  them,  in 
the  interim  the  magistrates  dirtcted  thaf  the  head 
should  be  washed  clean,  and  the  hair  combed  i 
after  which  it  was  put  on  a  poie  m  the  church  yaid  • 
of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  that  an  opjiortunity 
might  be  afforded  for  its  being  vic^ved  by  the  pub« 
lie.  ^  Orders  were  likewise  given  that  the  parish 
officers  should  attend  this  exhibition  ot  the  head,  to 
take  into  custody  any  suspici<yub  per»on  who  might 
discover  signs  of  guilt  on  the  sight  of  it.  The 
high  constable  of  Westmin&tei',' on  a  presumption 
that  the  body  might,  on  the  tollowing  night,  be 
thpown  vibere  the  head  had  been,  gave  private 
orders  to  the  inferior  consri(Ules,  to  attend  during 
xhti  night,  and  &top  all  cuaches,  or  other  carna^e>. 


99  )pev«ons  wrth  burdens,  roming  n«ar  tbefpot,  ami 
cvamine  if  they  could  Hnil  the  Hody^  or  uny  oi  the 
ftmhs.  The  heaci  being  rxjjostc!  on  tb*  poJe,  »o  tx- 
Citfd  the  curiosity  of  the  public,  that  immense 
^ftrowds  of  people  of  all  ranks  we  t  to  view  it  ;  -arid 
Hmong  the  re»t  was  a  Mr.  Bennet,  appreMtice  to 
tke  KiA^*s  organ- bttitder,  who  havinf  looked  at  it 
with  great  attention,  sai.l,  he  thought  it  wa»  the 
Ite  d  of  H»ye*i,  with  wlioim  Ke  had  heefi  «on)e  time 
jMii|oainfed  :  ^Vli^  hereupon  he  vew  to  Mrs  Haycsi, 
aiitti  telitng  her  his  stisptcion^i,  dcrsired  she  wot»ld  go 
and  take  a  vieiv  of  the  head.  In  an»wer  hereto 
she  said  that  her  hiishand  was  in  good  health,  and 
desired  him  to  he  cautious  of  what  he  said,  as  such 
a  declaration  might  occasion  him  a  great  ded  of 
tiooMc)  oil  which,  for  the  present,  Bennet  took 
IK»  tarrher  notice  of  the  iiHPair.  A  journeyman  tay- 
lor^  named  Patriik,  whu  worked  in  Monmouth- 
street,  having  likewise  taken  a  view  of  fhe  head, 
told  liifi  mazier  on  hi»>  return,  that  he  was  curvfident 
it  was  the  head  of  H»ye&;  onVhich  %omt  other 
journeymen  in  the  same  shop,  who  had  likewise 
Itn^wn  the  deceased,  went  and  saw  it,  and  returned 
perfectly  assured-  that  it  was  so.  As  Billirigs 
worked  at  this  vety  dbop  in  Monmouth- street,  one 
of  these  journeymiirn  o^bserved  to  him^  that  he  munt 
know  the  head,  as  he  lodged  in  Haye>*s  houe  \ 
Vut  HilUngs  said  he  had  left  him  well  in  bed  when 
lie  canje  to  work  in  t,he  morning,  and  therefore  it 
eould  not  belong  to  litm.  On  the  following  day 
Mrs.  Hayes  gave  Wooii  a  «uit  of  cfc>the8  which 
bad  belonged  to  her  hiishand,  and  sent  him  to  Har- 
row on  the  Hill.  As  Wood  was  going  down  stairs 
with  the  bundle  of  clothes,  Mrs.  Springate  asked 
kirn  what  he  had  got^  to  which  Mr».  Hayes  readiljr 
'  .       ^  .  -replied. 
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replied,  a  suit  of  clothes  heh«(k  bo#rpwed  of  an  ac- 
quaintance. On  the  second  day  after  the  commis 
sion  of  the  murdei,  Mrs.  Hayes  being  visited  by  a 
Mrs.  Longmore»  the  former  asked  vihat  was  the 
new*  of  the  town  j  when  th«  latter  said  that  the 
public  convcrisatioti  was  wholly  engcossed  by  the 
he4d  which  was  fixed  in  St.  Margaret^  church- 
yard. Htreiipon  Cathaiine  exclaimed  against  the 
wickedncks  of  the  timev,  and  said  she  had  been  toid 
that  the  body  of  a  murdered  woman  had  been 
found  in  the  fields  that  day.  Wood  coining  froni 
Hnrrow  on  the  Hili  on  the  following  day,  Catha- 
rine told  him  that  the  iiead  was  found,  umi  giving 
hlij\  some  other  clothes  that  had  belonged  to  her 
husband,  and  five  &hillings»said  she  would  continue 
to  supply  him  with  money.  After  the  head  had 
been  exhibited  four  days,  and  no  discovery  made» 
a  surgeon  named  West  brook,  was  desired  to  put  it 
in  a  glass  of  spirits  to  prevent  its  putiifying,  and 
keep  it  for  the  farther  inspection  of  all  who  chose 
to  take  a  vieiy  of  h,  which  was  accordingly  done- 
Scon  after  this  Mrs.  Hayes  quitted  her  lodgings 
and  removed  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Jones^a  disttHer, 
paying  Mrs.  Springaie*s  rent  also  at  the  former 
lodgings,  and  taking  her  with  her.  Wood  and 
Billings  likewise  iemov9d  with  her,  whom  she  cou- 
I  tinucd  to  supply  with  money,. and  employed  herself 
principally  in  collectin§r  cash  that  had  been  owing 
to  her  late  husband.  A  lister  o^  Mr.  Hayeses,  who 
lived  in  the  country,  having  married  a  Mr.  Davie$» 
Hayes  had  lent  Davies  some  money,  for  which  he 
had  taken  his  bond.:  which  bond  Catharine  finding 
among  Mr.  Hayes's  papers,  she  employed  a  person 
to  writer  letter  in  the  nam^e  of  the  deceased,  de- 
manding ten  jjounds  iu  part  of  payment,  and  threa- 
.   5  ^ening 
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Iraivg a  i^ttcotion  ia  cue  of  refusal .   Mr.  Hayes^ 
itkocker  being  btill  living,  and  Davics  un»b}«  to  pay 
the  money,  he  apphVd  to  tbe  old  gentkwoman  for 
•&»i8tanee,  who  a g read  to  pay  the  money  on  condi<* 
tioft  that  the  bond  wastiem  into  the  country  ;  and 
wrote  to  London,  intimating  her  constnt  so  to  do» 
kaving  no  suspicion  of  the  iiorrid  transaction  which 
liad  taken  place.  In  the  mean  time  incredible  num- 
bers of  people  resorted  to  see  the  head,  «id  among 
thf  TGstji  poor  woman  from  Kingsland,  whose  hus- 
Vand  had  been  abs«nt  from  the  very  time  that  tbt 
murder  was  perpetrated.    After  a  minute  survey  of 
tkc  heady  she  believed  it  was  that  of  her  husband, 
fhioiigb  she  could  not  be  absolutely  poMtive.  How- 
CTcii*  ber  suspicions  were  so  strong,  that  strict 
«raiieb  was  mfade  after  the  body,  oa  a  preswnptioti 
tbat  the  clothes  might  help  her  to  ascertain  it.    Mr* 
Bayes  not  being  visibk  fojr  a  considerable  tinac,  his 
liiends  could  not  Mp  una  king  enquiry  after  bim* 
A  Mr.  Ashby,  in  particuhr,  who  had  been  on  tht 
asost  ijricndiy  teims  with  him,  called  an    Mrs, 
Bayas,  and  demanded  what  was  become  of  him. 
Cathariae  pretended  to  account  tojr  his  absence  hf 
caaunuhicatii)g  the  following  intelligence,  as  a  mar* 
fCf  that  must  be  kept  profoundly  secret  :•»**  Soofie 
time  ago  (said  she)  he  happened  to  have  a  dispute 
with  a  man»  and  from  words  they  came  to  blows,  so 
tbat  Mr.  Hayes  killed  him.     The  wife  of  the  de* 
teased  made  up  the  affair,  an  Mr.  Hayeses  pru- 
aaising  to  pay  her  a  certain  aanual  allowaoce:  but 
be  not  being  able  to  make  it  good,  »he  threatened 
to  inform  against  him,  on  which  he  abscoiTdfd.**--" 
This  HKthod  ot  acfTouuting  for  the  absence  of  bis 
friend,  was  by  no  means  sBtiitlactory  to  Mr.  Ashby, 
wba  a^kcd  her  if  the  head  that  bad  been  expdsed  o» 

tbe 
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^e  pole  was  that  of  the  tmiii  who  bad  bfcn  IrtlM 
by  her  hiisifand.  She  readily  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative, adding  that  the  paity  had  been  bnritrd  en- 
tire; and  that  the  widow  had  her  husband^s  bond 
for  the  paytTient  oF  fifteen  pounds  a  year.  Ashby 
enquiring  to  what  part  olthe  world  Mr.  Hayes  was 
gone,  she  said  to  Fortugat,  ift  connpany  with  some 
gentlemen  ;  buf  «he  had  yet  received  no  letter  irom 
him.  The  v»'holc  of  this  story  »iecn»cd  highly  im- 
probable to  Mr.  Ashby,  who  went  to  a  Mr.  Long- 
moie,a  gentleman  nearly  related  to  Hayea,  and  it 
was  agreed  between  them  that  Mr.  Longmoiie 
should  call  on  Catharine,  and  haVe  some  coowcrsa- 
tion  ;  bur  not  let  her  know  that  Ashby  had  be«a 
with  him,  fortbey  Mippostd  that  by  comparing  the 
two  accounts  together,  they  might  form  a  veiy 
probable  judgment  of  the  mitter  of  fact.  Accord- 
ingly, Longmore  went  to  Catharitie,  and  enquired 
aiter  her  husband.  In  answer  to  bis  questions,  «fae 
•aid  she  presumed  Mr.  Ashby  had  related  the  cir-k 
cumstance  of  his  misfortune ;  hut  Longmore  re- 
plied,  ih.<t  he  had  not  seen  Ashby  for  a  ron>itl«r- 
able  time,  and  expressed  hi>^  hope  that  her  husband 
wa-inot  imprisoned  for  debt.  **  No,  (she  replied) 
it  is  much  woj>e  than  that.**  **  Why*  (said  Long- 
moic)  h;«s  he  munlered  anyone?"  To  this  she 
answered  in  the  affirmative  ;  ^and  desiring  him  to 
walk  into  another  room,  told  him  almost  the  natmt 
story  as  she  bad  done  to  Mr.  Ashby,  but  tn^teadof 
saying  he  was  gone  to  Portugal,  said  he  bad  retired 
to  Hertfordshire,  and,  in  fear  of  being  attackt:d« 
had  taken  four  pistols  to  defend  hinpisclf.  It  was 
now  remarked  by  Mr.  Longmore,  that  it  wasiin* 
prudent  for  him  totraVcl  thus  armed,  as  be  waslii^ 
We  to^bc  taken   up  on  suspicion  «if  being  a  higli^ 

waymifl. 
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i»tyman>  and  if  Mich  n  circumstance  should  happen^ 
be  vfoulii  Rnd  it  no  eav/  matter  to  procure  a  dis. 
charge.     She  allowed  the  justice  of  this  remark, 
Ibui  said  that   Mr.  Hayes  commonly  travelled  in 
that' manner.     She  likewioe  said  that  he  was  once 
taken  into  custody,  on  suspicion  of  being  a  high- 
wayman; and  conducted  to  a  ma*gistrate,  but  a  gen- 
tleman   nrho  was  casually  present  happening   to 
know  him,  gave  ba^l  to  his  appearance.     To  this 
Xongmore  observed^  that  the  justice  of  peace  must 
Bave  exceeded  his  authority,  for  that  the  law  re- 
quired that  two  parties  should  bail  a  person  charged 
cm  suspicion  of  having  robbed  on  the  highvrs^y.    In 
the  course  of  conversation,  Mr.  Longmore   asked 
lier  what  sum  of  money  her  husband  had  in  h;spos* 
fessiont    To  which  she  replied,  that  he  had  seven- 
teen shillings  in  his  pocket,  and  about  twenty  six 
guineas  sewed  within  the  jining  of  his  coat.     She 
added»  that  Mrs.  Springate  knew  the  truth  of  all 
these  circumstances,  which  had  induced  her  to  pay 
that   woman^s  rent  at   the  former   lodgings,  and 
bring htr  away.     Mrs.  Springate  having  been  inter- 
rogated by  I.ongnvore,  averre<i  the  truth  of  all  that 
Catharine  hnd  said,  and  added  that  Mr.  Hayes  was 
a  very  cruel  husband,  having  behaved  with  remark- 
*hle  severity  to  hiswilc ;  but  Mr.  Jxjngmore  sa4d 
this  must  be  false,  for  ^o  his  knowledge,  he  was  re- 
markably tender  and  indulgent  of  her.     Longmore 
vrent   immediately  to  Mr.  Ashby,  and  said,   that 
from  the  dilferenceof  the  stories  Catharine  had  told 
them,  he  had  little  doubt  but  that  poor  Hayes  had 
been  murdered.     Hereupon  they  determined  to  go 
to^r.  £aton,  who  was  one  of  the  life  guards,  aod 
nearly  related  to  the  deceased,  and  to  communicate 
theii:  suspicions  to  him,  but  Eaton  happening  to  he 
absent  from  bonie»  they  agreed  to  gQ  again  to  Went  - 

minster. 
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mintrcr,  and  stitvey  tlie  bead  with  m^re  care  md 

attention  than  they  had  hitherto  done.     On  their 

arrival,  the  surgeon  toid  them  that  a  poor  womam 

from  Kinvvlandv   had,  in  part,  owned  tiie  he  id  as 

that  ot  her  husband,  hut  she  was  not  so  absokrt«l^ 

ct-rtain  astoswxar  that  it  was  so,  and  that  they  wec« 

very  welcome  to  take   another  view  of  it.     Tint 

they  did,  and  agreed  in  opinion  that  it  wasactqaJJ^ 

the  head   of  Hayes.     On  their  return,    theref^fc^ 

they  called  at  Eaton's  house,  and  took   him  fri(& 

them  to  dine  at  Mr   Longmore*s,  where  thcttibffidt 

of  conversanon  ran  n^iturallyon  the  st^rpposed  di9« 

covery  they  had  made.     A  brother  of  Mr.  Loo^ 

moTe,  commg  in  at  this  juncture,  listened  to  theic 

conversation,  and  remarked  that  they  proposed  that 

Mr.  Katun  should  go  to  Mrs.  Hayes,  at  the  eMpifa^ 

tion  of  two  ot  three  days,  and  make  enquiries  «itet 

her  hush  and,  similar  to  (hose  which  had  been  nn«d« 

l^y   the   other   gentlemen.     To   this    Long^more's 

brother  urged   hU  objections,   observing,   that  at 

rhey  had  rtf^jii  to  think  their  suspicions   so   wcM 

founded,  h  would  be  very  ill  policy  to  lo«e  any  tkne^ 

since  the  murderers  would  certajnly  effect  an  escape 

if  they  should    hear  they  were   suspected  :   and  a« 

Wood  and  Biiiings  wete  drinJting  with  Mi*.  Hayes 

the    \mt  time   he  was  seen,  he  advised  that  they 

should  be  immediately  taken  into  custody.     This 

advioe  a||))cared  so  reasonable,  that  ali  the  partita 

agreed.t«>'foliow  it;  and  going  soon   afterwards  to 

Justicriambert,  they  told  him  their  suspicions,  and 

the  riSiS'sons  on   which  they   wtffe  foun.'ed.     The 

magistrate  immediately  granted  his  warrant  for  tht^ 

apprehension  of  Catharine  Hayef,  Thomas  W<ood^ 

Thomas  fii1lings,and  Mary  Springate,  on  su^piciofl 

of  their  having  been  guilty  of  the  mtirder  of  JotMl 

Hayes:    and  Mr.   X^ib bert,   anxmSt  that  fksit 

thoald 
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Ahould  be  no  ftikire  in  the  execution  of  the  var- 
rant,  determined  to  attend  in  person.  Hereupon, 
having  procured  the  assistance  of  two  officers  of  the 
life-guards,  and  taking  with  him  the  several  gentle- 
ni^n  who  had  given  the  information,  they  went  to 
Mr.  Jorkea^s  the  distiller,  (Mrs.  Hayes's  lodgings) 
about  nite  o'clock  at  night.  As  they  were  going 
tip  stairs  without  any  ceremoney,  the  distiller  desired 
to  know  by  what  authority  they  made  so  free  in  his 
house  ;  but  Mr.  Lambert  informing  him  who  he 
was,  na  farther  opposition  was  made  to  their  pro- 
ceedings.  The  magistrate  going  to  the  door  of 
Mrs.  Hayes's  room,  rapped  with  his  cane,  on  which 
she  said,  ••  Who  is  there  ?"  and  he  commanded  her 
to  open  the  door  immediately,  or  it  should  be  broke 
open.  To  this  she  replied>  that  she  would  open  it 
as  soon  as  she  had  put  on  her  clothes :  and  she  (>:t'.1 
so  in  little  more  than  a  minute,  when  the  Justice 
ordered  the  parries  present  to  take  her  into  custody. 
At  this  time  BiUing^  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the 
bed,  bare  legged  i  on  which  Mr.  Lambert  asked  if 
they  had  been  sleeping  together;  to  which  Cathe- 
rine replied,  **  No,"  and  said,  that  Billings  had 
been  mending  his  stocking;^.  On  this  the  Justice 
observed,  that  bis  sight  must  be  txtrefruly  good,  as 
there  *was  neither  fire  nor  candle  in  the  room  ivhen 
they  came  to  the  door.  Some  of  the  parties  remain* 
ing  below,  to  secure  the  prisoners,  Mr.  Lungmore 
went  up  stairs  with  the  Justice,  and  took  Mrs. 
Springate  into  custody  $  and  they  were  all  conduc- 
ted together  to  thp  house  of  Mr.  Lambert,  This 
magistrate  having  examined  the  prisoners  separately 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  all  of  them  po'^itivcly 
persisting  in  their  ignorafice  of  any  thing  respecting 
the  murder,  they  were  separately  committed  for  re- 
cxa/xunatitQ-onifae  following  day,  before  Mr.  Lam^t. 
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hcrt  and  other  magistrate-*.     Mrs.  Springate  was 
'sent  to  the  Gate  house   B  IlingstoNew  Prison  and 
Mrs.  Haves  to  Tofhill  fields  Bridewell.  When  the 
peace-officer*,    attended    by  Longmore,  wtnt  the 
next  day  ro  fetch  up  Catherine  to  her  examination, 
she  earnestly  desired  to  sec  the  head  :  and  it  being 
thoughf  prudent  to  grant  her  request,  sh6  was  car- 
ried to  the  surgeon^,  and  no  sooner  was,  the  Head 
shewn  to  her,  then  >he  exclaimed,  *•  Oh  !   it  is  my 
dear  hu»hand%  heal!    It    is  my  dear   husband^s 
head  !*'  She  now  took  the  glass  in  her  arms,  and 
shed  many  tears  white  she  embraced  it.  Mr  West- 
brook  told  her  that  he  wouH  take  the  head  out  of 
the  glass,   that  she   might  have  a  more  perfect  view 
of  it,  and  be  certain  that  it  was  the  same.  The  sur- 
geon doing  a^  he  had  ^aid,  she  seemed  to  be  greatJjr 
aTFected,  and  having;   kissed  the  heed  several  rimesi 
she  begged  to  be  indulged  with  a  lock  o'f  the  hair: 
and  on  Mr.   Westbrook  expressing  his  apprehension  • 
that  she  haJ  too  muth  of  his  blood  already,  she  fell 
into   a  fit:  and  on  her  recovery  was  conducted  to 
Mr.  Lambert's,  to  take  her  examination  with  the 
other  parties.     On  the  morning  of  this  day,  as  a 
gentleman  and  his  r-ervant  were  crossing  the  fields 
near  Marybone,  they  observed  something  lying  in  a 
ditch,  and  taking  a  nearer  view  of  it,  they  found 
that   it  consisted  of  some  of  the  parts  of  a  human 
body,     Shocked  at  the  sight,  the  gentleman  dis- 
patched hi<  servant  to  get  assistance  to  investigate 
the  affair  farther;  and  some  labourmg  men  being 
pjrocured,  they  dragged  the  pond,  and  found  the 
other  parts  of  the  body  wrapped  in  a  blanket:  but 
no  head  was  ro  be  found.    A  constable  brought  in- 
telliget'Cc  of  this  fact  while  Mrs.  Hayes  was  under 
cxaiiiinatioD  before  the  justices^  a  citcumstancc  that 

cou« 
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contributed  to  strengthen  jhe  Idea  conceived  of  her 
guilt.  Notwithstanding  this,  she  >til]  pcrsisteil  in 
her  innocence :  but  the  magistrate^  paying,  no  re- 
gard to  her  declarations*  committed  hci  to  Nevigate 
Tot  trial.  Wood  being  at  this  time  out  of  town,  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  idefer -the  faither  examina- 
tion of  Billings  and  Springate,  till  he  should  be 
taken  into  custody.  On  the  morning  of  the  succeed- 
ing Sunday  he  came  on  ho^^eback  to  the  hou.«>e 
where  Mrs.  Hayes  had  lodged  when  the  murder  was 
Committed  j  when  he  was  told  that  she  had  removd 
to  Mr.  Jones's.  Accordingly  he  rode  thither,  and 
enquired  for  her;  when  the  people  knowing  that  he 
vvas  one  of  the^  parties  charged  with  the  murder, 
were  disposed  to  take  him  intu  custody  :  however^ 
their  fear  of  his  having  pistols  prevented  their  do- 
ing so ;  but  unwilling  that  '^uch  an  atrocious  offen- 
der should  escape,  they  told  him  that  Mrs.  Hayes 
was  gone  to  the  Green  Dragon  in  King^  street,  on 
a  visit,  (which  house  vias  kept  by  Mr  Lonimore,) 
and  they  sent  a  person  with  him,  to  direct  him  to 
the  place.  The  brother  of  Longmove  being  at  the 
doOr  on  his  arrival,  and  knowing  him  weji,  pulitd 
him  from  his  hor<;f.',  and  accused  him  of  being  an 
accomplice  in  the  m.nrder.  He  was  immediately  de- 
livered to  the  custody  of  some  constables,  who  con- 
ducted him  to  the  house  of  Justice  Lambert,  before 
whom  he  underwent  an  examinaiion  ;  but  refusing, 
to  make  any  coi^fession,  he  was  sent  to  Tothill- 
fields  Bridewell  for  farther  cximinaribn.  On  his 
arrival  at  the  prison,  he  was  in*orn  eii  that'  the  body 
bad  been  found:  and  not  dcubting  but  that  th« 
whole  affair  would  cotue  to  light,  he  begged  that 
he  might  be  carried  back  to  the  Justice's  hou^e. 
This  being  made  known  to  Mr.  Lambert,  he  sent 
2  R  a  for 
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for  the  anuttance  of  two  other  mkgist  rates,  an^  tht 
pritoner  being  brought  up»  be  acknowledge^  the 
particulars  ot  the  murder,  and  signed  his  confes- 
Mon.  It  is  thought  that  he  entertained  Mine  hope 
of  being  admitted  an  evidence  j  but  as  his  surren- 
der was  not  voluntary,  and  a»his  accoaiplices  were 
in  custody,  the  magi^trates  told  him  be  must  abide 
the  verdict  of  a  jury.  This  wretched  man  owned* 
that  siuce  the  perpetration  of  the  crime,  he  had  been 
terrified  at  the  sight  of  every  one  h^  met,  that  he 
had  not  experienced  a  moment^s  peace,  and  that  his 
mind  had  been  distracted  with  the  most  violent  agi« 
tations.  His  commitmei^t  was  made  out  for  New- 
gate i  but  so  exceedingly  were  the  pasirfons  of  the 
populace  agitated  on  the  occasion,  that  it  was  tearcd 
he  would  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the  mob;  wherefore 
it  was  thought  prudent  to  procure  a  guard  of  a  ser-  ^ 
Jeant  and  eight  soldiers,  wlu)  conducted  him  to  pri- 
son with  their  bayonets  fixed.  A  gentkman,  named 
Mercer,  having  visited  Mrs.  Hayes  in  New?ate,  the 
day  before  Wood  was  taken  into  custody,  she  de- 
sired he  would  go  to  Billings,  and. urge  him  to  con* 
fess  the  whole  tiuth,  as  the  proots  of  their  guilt 
were  such,  that  no  advantage  could  be  expected 
from  a  farther  denial  of  the  fact.  Accordingly  the 
gentleman  went  to  Billings,  who  being  carried  be- 
fore Justice  Lambert,  made  a  confession,  agree- 
mg  ill  all  its  circumstances  with  that  of  Woo^i  ;  and 
thereupon  Mrs.  Springate  was  set  at  liberty,  as  her 
innocence  was  evident  from  tiieir  concurrent  testi- 
mony. Numbers  of  people  now  went  to  see  Mrs, 
HayeM  in  Newgate :  and  on  her  being  asked  what 
could  induce  her  to  commit  so  atrocious  a  crime, 
,  she  gave  very  different  aiTswers  at  ditferent  times} 
•^»it  tie<j[uently  allcdgcd  that  Mr.  Hayes  had  been 

an 
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sfi  unkind  husband  to  her,  a  circumitance  which 
was  contradicted  by  the. report  of  every  ptrsion  who 
knew  the  deceased.  Id  the  hUtory  of  thi:*  yeoman 
th^re  is  a  strange  mystery.  She  called  Billings  her 
son,  and  sometimes  s^verred  that  h^  was  leaily  i«o» 
but  he  knew  nothing  of  her  being  his  mother,  nor 
did  her  relations  know  any  thiiig  of  the  biiih  of 
such^a  child.  To  some  peopk  she  wtuld  aiBrni  he 
was  the  son  of  Mr.  Hayes,  born  after  marriage ; 
but' bis  father  having  an  aversion  to  him  while  an- 
infant,  he  was  put  to  nurse  in  the  country,  and  ail 
farther  care  of  him  totally  neglected  on  their  qpm- 
ing  to  London.  But  this  story  is  altogether  incre- 
dible because  Hayes  wa?  not  a  man  likely  to  have 
deserted  his  child  to  the  frovins  of  fortune}  and 
his  parents  had  never  heard  of  the  birth  of  such  » 
•on.  Billings  was  equally  incapable  of  giving  a 
8ati^factory  account  of  his  own  origin.  All  he 
knew  was,  that  he  had  lived  with  a  country  shoe* 
makisr,  who  (tossed  for  his  .father,  and  had  sent 
him  to  school,  and  then  put  him  apprentice  to  a 
tailor.  It  is  probable  that  she  discovered  him  to. 
be  her  son,  when  she  afterwards  became  acquaint- 
ed with  him  in  London  j  and  as  some  persons,  who 
came  from  the  same  part  of  the  kingdom,  said  that 
Billings  was  found  in  a  basket  near  a  farm-house, 
and  supported  at  the  expence  of  the  parish.  It  may 
be  presumed  that  he  was  dropped  in  that  manner 
by  his  unnatural  moth#.  Tho.  Wood  was  born 
near  Ludlow  in  Shropshire,  and  brought  up  to  the 
business  of  husbandry.  He  was  so  remarkable  for 
his  ^harmless  and  sober  conduct  when  a  boy,  as  to 
be  very  much  esteemed  by  his  neighbours.  On  the 
death  of  his  father,  bis  mother  t9ok  a  public* 
house  for  th€  support  of  her  children,  of  whom 
a ,  R  3'  this 
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this  Thdmts  wm  the  eklesr ;  and  he  'behaved  si> 
dutifully  to  hi»  motfaer»  that  the  lost  of  her  hus* 
band  was  scarcHy  teh.  He  was  vqafelly  diiigent 
abroad  and  at  home ;  for  when  the  boshiess  of  the 
house  was  imsulKcieiit  to  employ  him,  he  worked 
for  the  fanners,  by  which  he  greatly  contributed  to 
the  support,  of  the  family.  On  ittaining  years  of 
maturity,  he  engaged  himself  as  a  waiter  at  an  inn 
in  the  country,  from  whence  he  removed  to  other 
inns,  and  in  all  his  places  preserved  a  fair  charac- 
ter.  At  length  he  came  to  London,  but  being 
afraid  of  being  impiessed,  as  already  mentioned, 
obtained  the  protection  of  Mr.  Hnyes,  who  be- 
haved in  a  veiy  friendly  manner  toJiim|  till  tKe 
arts  of  a  vile  woman  prevailed  on  him  to  embroe 
his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  benefactor.  Billings 
and  Wood,  having  airea  !y  made  confessions,  and 
being  penetrated  with  the  thought  of  the  heinous 
nature  of  their  o^frncr,  dctei  mined  to  plead  guilty 
to  the  indictments  against  rhem:  but  Mrs.  Hayes 
having  made  no  Confession,  flattered  herself  there 
wa&  a  chance  of  her  being  acquitted,  and  there- 
fore resolved  to  put  herself  on  her  trial,  in  which 
she  uas  encouraged  by  some  people  that  she  met 
with  in  Newgate.  The  indictment  being  opened, 
and  the  «v It ne:vses  heard,  the  jury,  fuUy  convinced 
of  the  commission  of  the  fact,  found  her  guilty,— 
The  prisoners  being  brought  to  the  bar  to  receive 
sentence,  Mrs.  Hayes  entr&ted  that  she  might  not 
be  burnt,  according  to  the  tlun  Jaw  for  petty  trea- 
son, aliedgifig  (hat  she  was  not  gnihy,  as  she  did 
not  strike  the  fatal  blow ;  but  she  -  was  informed 
by  the  court,  that  the  sentence  awarded  by  the 
law  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  Billings  and 
Wood  ufged,  that,  having  mitde  so  lull  atid  itet 
'9  a  vo  *-. 
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a  confession,  thkf  1)0|7td  tli^  should  notV  hnn^ 
in  chains ;  but  to  this  they  received  no  tinswtf .— 
After  conviction,  thHtf;haviour  of  Wood  Was  un- 
coiiwnonly  penitent  land^  devout  t  but  while  in  the 
cMidentned  hole,  he  was  seiti^ed  with  a  Violent  fe- 
ver, aiEid  beingattended  by  a  clergyman  to  assist  i 
him  in  hh  devotions,  ht  Confessed  he  was  ready  to 
ao#ier  death,  under  every  mark  of  ignoni*h»y,  as 
some  attonement  for  the  atrocioiis  crime  he  had 
committed  .*  however,  he  died  m  prison,  and  thOs 
defeated  the  final  txeciition  of  the  law.  At  .partU. 
cular  times  Bililngts  behaved  with  sinterlty ;  but  at 
others,  prevaricated  much  in  his  awsWrrs  to  tlie 
Questions  put  t6  hhn.  Ort  the  whole,  hovi<ever» 
^  fully  confessed  hts  guilt,  acknowledged  the  jus- 
tice of  his  «eivte0ce^  and  said  no  punishment  could 
be  adequate  to  the  exccj^s  of  the  crime  «f  Whrch  he' 
bad  been  guilty.  The  behaviour  of  'Mrs.  Hayes 
wait  someiVtiat  similar  to  her  former  conduct.  Hav* 
ing.  an  intention  to  destro)  herself,  %he  procured  a 
phial  of  strong  poison,  l^ch  being  casually  tasted 
by  a  woman  who  was  v;ofiflned  With  her,  it  burnt 
her  lips  j  on  which  ^he  broke  the  phial,  aud.  there  - 
by  frustrated  her  design.  On  the  day  of  het  death 
she  received  the  sacrament,  and  Was  drawA  on  A 
sledge  to  the  place  of  execution.  Billings  was  eiie* 
cuted  ill  the  usual  manner,  and  hung  in  tt^alns  not 
far  from  the  pond  in  wloch  Mr.  Haye»*s  body  was 
found,  in  M-arybone- fields.  When  the  wretched 
woman  had  finished  her  devotiohs,  an  iron  chain 
was  put  round  her  body,  with  Which  she  was  fixed 
to  a  stake  near  the  gailow^.  On  these  Occasions^ 
when  Women  were  burnt  for  pettit.  treason*,  it  was 
customary  to  Strangle  them,  by  means  ot  a  rope 
passed  round  the  neck,  and  pulled  by  the  execu« 
tioner,  so  that  they  were  dead  before  the  flames       j 
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feached  the  body.  But  this  woman  was  literany 
^urnt  alive  }  for  the  extcutioner  letting  go  the  rope 
sooner  than  umuI,  in  consequence  ot  the  flames 
reaching  hl$  hands,  the  fiTn  burnt  fierctly  round 
her»  and  the  tpectator^  beheld  her  pushing^'  the  ^ 
faggots  from  her»  while  she  rent  the  air  with  her 
cries  and  lamentations.  Other  faggots  were  in- 
stantly thrown  on  her,  but  hht  survived  amidst 
tfce  flames  for  a  considerable  time,  and  her  body 
was  not  perfectly  reduced  to  a-shes  in  le^s  than  three 
lio  irs.  They  suffered  at  Tyburn,  Miy  9,  2726. 
Horrid  and  serious  a.s  the  murder  of  Hayes  was,  it 
wait  notwithstanding  rendrred  the  subject  of  mirrh 
by  a  humorous  •f)unstcr  of  those  times,  who,  hav- 
ing very  prudently  concealed  his  name,  published 
in  the  Ntriodicall  prims  the  following  balUd»  to  th» 
tune  ot  Chevy  Chase  :— 

,  IN  Tyburn  Road  a  man  there  livM 
A  just  and  honest  life } 
And  there  he  might  M^e  lived  still* 
If  it  had  pleased  his  wife. 

But  she  to  vicions  ways  incjin'd» 

A  life  most  wicked  led  ; 
"With  tailors  and  with  tinkers  too* 

She  oftdefil'd  his  bed. 

Full  twice  a  day  to  cfiarch  he  wrat» 

An  <  so  devout  would  be  > 
Sure  never  was  a  saint  on  earthy 

If  that  no  saint  was  he  I 


This  vex'd  his  wife  unto  the  heart. 
She  was  of  wrath  so  full  ^ 


That 


Thu  iddiBg  no  h(^  w  bit  cmI» 
Sbc  pick'4  one  ia  htsskoti. 

But  then  her  heart  *gan  lorrlent» 

And  griev'd  >hc  was  so  lorei 
That  quarter  to  hii»  for  to  givct 

She  cut  him  into  foor. 

All  hi  fhe  dark  and  dead  of  nlgh^ 

These  quarters  she  convey *d  } 
And  in  a  ditch  at  Marybone^ 

His  marrow- bone f  she  laid. 

His  head  at  Westminster  she  threw. 

All  in  the  Thames  so  wide ; 
Says  she»  my  dear«  the  wind  sets  faiff 

And  you  may  htve  the  tide. 

But  heaven,  whose  pow*r  no  limits  knows 

On  eattlir  or  on  the  main, 
Sooncan^M  this  bead  tor  lo  be  thrown 

Upon  the  land  again. 

This  head  being  found,  the  justices 
Their  heads  together  laid :  > 

And  all  agreed  there  mu^t  hare  been 

Some  body  to  this  head*  .        ^  ' 

But  since  no  body  could  be  found» 

High  mounted  on  a  shelf; 
They  e*eii  set  up  the  bead  to  be 

A  witness  for  itself. 

Next,  that  it  no  self  murder  waS| 

The  case  itself  explains  j 
For  no  man  could  cut  off  bis  be»d»~ 

And  throw  it  in  the  Thames. 
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Emminy  diyR  had-gone  and  pass*<l» 
The  dvcd  at  Icfigch  wa»  known ) 

And  Catherine  bhs  confe&^M  at  lastj 
The  fact  to  bt  h«r  oKO. 

God  prosper  long;  our  noble  king. 
Our  lives  and  Ka^etie.«  all ; 

A^d  giant  that  wt  may  warning  Ukti 
My  Catherine  Hayea*s  fall. 
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